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TWELVE YEARS' WANDERINGS 
THE BRITISH COLONIES. 



CHAPTER I. 

ORISIRAb 9IB0OTBKT — BBTTLKM BMT — OLI M «TB— BOIL — AB ORIOIHSfl 

PBOSCOB — IHPOBTS AMD ZXPOBTB — MOMXTAKT AFPAIia 

FOFUI^TI OR II AKKBTfl . 

Van Dieman's Land is an island situated near the 
soutb-east^n extremity of the mainlaud of New HoUand, 
or Australaaia, or Australia. It extends from 40" 40' to 
43* 40' S. latitude, and lies between the meridians of 
144*40', and 148° 20' east. The surface of the island 
is about twenty-four thousand square miles, which is rery 
nearly the extent of Ireland. 

Van Dieman's Land was discovered in 1642 byTasman, 
a Dutch navigator, despatched from Batavia by the Dutch, 
on a voyage to ascertain how fiir south Austral-Asia 
extended. Van Dieman was the name bestowed by 
Tasman on the land he first fell in with, in 46° south. 
He so called it in honour of the Governor- General, who 
at that time preluded at Batavia ; but in remembrance of 
its first discoverer, it is frequently called Tasmania. 
B 2 
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4 VAN dieman's land, 

Tasman sailed for some distance along the coast without 
ascertaimng that it was an island ; nay, although it was 
visited at various periods by English and French navigators, 
particularly by Captain Cook in 1771, yet that fact re- 
named unknown till many years after the settlement of 
the colony of New South Wales in 1788. 

To the enterprise and perseverance of Surgeon Bass and 
IJeutenant Flinders, the discovery of the insular character 
of Van Dieman's Land is due. In an open boat, in 1 790, 
they explored the south-east coast of New Holland, and 
satisfied themsdves that a strait separated Van Dieman's 
Land from the main. Governor Hunter afterwards des- 
patched these two gentlemen in a small schooner, to 
prove the truth of their conjecture ; and this they did hy 
drcumnavigating the island. The strait between the 
island and the main was named, after its discoverer. 
Bass's Strut. 

In the year 1803, the first settlement was effected by 
a party sent from Sydney for the purpose, \mder the 
command of Lieutenant Bowen. Its site was on the 
banks of the Derwent River, some distance below, and 
on the opposite side of the stream to that on which 
Hobart Town is at present built. The first settlement 
was founded for the purpose of transporting thither 
offenders from Sydney. 

The year following the landing of Lieutenant Bowen, 
Lieutenant-Governor Collins arrived with two ships, the 
Ocean and Calcutta, with upwards of four hundred con- 
victs and fifty marines on board. The chief officials 
necessary to fill the various departments of a new colo- 
nial settlement, aooompanied the Governor. 

Tias functionary had been despatched from England for 
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EARLY SETTLEMENTS. S 

the purpose of founding a colony on the shores of Port 
Phillip Bay, an the mainland ; but not finding fresh water 
there, he proceeded to the southern shores of Van Die- 
man's Land. He also chaoged the site of the settlement 
from the eastern to the western bank of the River Der- 
weot, higher up the stream. 

In 1804, a second expecUtion was sent from Sydney, 
and a settlement was effected by Colond Peterson, oa the 
Dorthem side of the island, close to the mouth of the 
Tamar, whidi is one of tbe principal rivers in the island. 

The first few years of the colony were periods of extreme 
suffering and privation : the necessaries of life were sold at 
most exorbitant prices, and not unfrequeotly actual femine 
stared the first mhabitaQts in the face, for they had to 
depend for supplies entirdy on their imports. After sur- 
mounting these difficulties, which was effected by produc- 
ing com for home coiisumption, the prioress of the island 
was gradual, hut hopeful Stockwasfirstintroducedin I807i 
and the climate being propitious, its increase was rapid. 

Tbe population also was much improved by the arrival 
of many free persons from Noiiblk Island, when it was 
evacuated by its original settlers, and taken possession of 
by the Crown, who had designed to make it exclusively 
a penal settlement 

Id 1818, whilst Colonel SoreD was Governor of the 
island, a road was formed across its centre, from Hobart 
Town, on tbe River Derwent to tbe south, to Launceston, 
the diief settlement on the River Tamar to the north. This 
great internal communication, fonning as it were a laain 
artery through the heart of the island, has been of incal- 
culable benefit in devektping the resources of the country. 
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6 TAN DIEHAN 8 LAND. 

Up to 1821, Van Dieman's Land was solely a penal 
settlement for the transportation of convicts from Sydney ; 
but in 18%1, and thenceforth, numerous firee settlers from 
Great Britain arrived, whose coming was of vast benefit 
to the place, causing the introduction of capital and the 
rapid improvement of the land, the erection of buildings, 
and the promotion of measures adrant^eous to the 
island. 

Aldiough stock was not introduced into Van IMeman's 
Land tmtil 1807, yet in 1821 the sheep amounted to 
170,000, and the cattle to 36,000. There were besides 
several hundred horses. The entire population at the 
same pedod — fr«e and bond, in&nts and adults — amounted 
to 7,185. 

fVom the ibundation of the colony to 1825, the island 
was a dependency of the supmor govermnent of Sydney. 
This weighed heavily on the inhabitants, as their actions at 
law, above £50, had to be submitted to the courts at 
Sydney, and all prisoners accused of grave offences were 
forwarded there for trial, whither the prosecutors had to 
proceed, to the serious loss of their time, and injiuy of 
tiitnr interests at home. 

In 1825, Van Dieman's I^nd was separated by an 
order in Coundl from New South Wales, and declared 
entirely mdependent of the elder colony, a separate and 
distinct l^islative, executive, and judicial body bdng 



The Government, at the present time, is invested in the 
hands of a Lieutenant>Govenior and Council, the number 
of the latter being fixed at fifteen, all of whom are appointed 
by the Crown or the Governor for the time being. The 
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THE ASSIGNMENT STE7EH. 7 

Courts, civil and crimiDal, are preaded over by a Chief 
Justice and one Puisne Judge. The Legislative Council, 
presided over by the Governor, have the power of making 
laws for the colony, subject to the approval of the Sove- 
reign. But Btik) dtange has been effected in the con- 
stitution of the colony since 1825, and it has not yet 
acquired ^ther those municipal or l^jsktive privil^es that 
have been extended within the last few years, to New 
South Wales and Australia Fedix. 

Since 1813, no inconsiderable number of convicts had 
been transported to Van Dieman's Ltmd, not only from 
New South Wales, but also from England. When the 
colony was declared independent of Sydney, these arrivals 
became more frequent, and towards 1830, the annual 
transportations from the mother country were very large, 
and caused a great increase in the number of the popula- 
tion. 

As the expense of maintfuning the entire convict popu- 
latbn of Van Dieman's Land would be immense, the 
custom prevailed up to 1840, of assigning them to such 
of the settlers as thought fit to apply for thsm ; the 
assignee bong only boimd to supply them with (»rtain 
specified clothes and radons, without any remuneration 
for their labour. This system had the effect of makir^ 
labour both chef^ and plentiful, and the consequence has 
been tiie growth of large quantities of agricultural produce. 

Situated to the southward of Australasia, the climate is 
considerably colder than New South Wales, but yet more 
t«nperate diao Great Britain. The seasons are the revtxse 
of those in Europe : June, July and August are the winter 
months ; December, Januaiy and February, the summer. 



izecy Google 



8 VAN DIEIUN S LAND. 

The heat in ^e latter season is at times very great, the 
thermometer rismg to 100° in the shade ; but yet a le&esh- 
ii^ breeze, night and mormng, always prevails. Such is 
the purity of the atmosphere, that this high temperature 
is never felt to be oppressive, and it continues also but for 
a short time. Autumn is rather a pleasant period, with 
occa^ODal rains, the thermometer ranging, during the day, 
from 63 to 69 degrees in the shade. The atmosphere 
during this time is particularly pure and mild. 

In winter, frosts are of constant oocuireDoe, and there 
are sometimes heavy falls of snow ; and among the gulleya 
and sheltered spots of Ben Lomond and the western 
ranges, it continues throughout the year undissolved, a 
consequence of the elevation at which it lies. The severity 
o( the winter is, however, never such as to preclude the 
fausbandmao from daily field labour, for tiie pre8«u» of 
the warm rays of the mid-day sun is sure to make itself 
felt. 

In winter, the averse range of the thermom^er is 
from 43" to 49"; in summer, from 66" to 76". The 
dimate may be compared to that of Spiun, althou^ 
perhaps there is not such severity in the winter season. 
It is particulariy healthy, and the inhabitants enjoy almost 
a complete absence of all pulmonary compltunts. The 
bleakness of an English winter does not prevail in Van 
Dieman's Land, for the trees are evergreen, and always 
exhibit a cheering foliage of bright and varied hues. 

A great portion of the sur&ce of Van IKeman's Land is 
occupied by predpitoos hills and steep, deep gulleys, almost 
inaccesdble, and covraed with dense forests and thick 
close underwood and scrub, with trailing plants from tree 
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BIVERS, STREAMS AND SOIL. 9 

to tree : this is puiicularly the character of the country on 
the western side of the island. Towards the iaterior, the 
country is more even and open, yet considerably elevated 
above the level of the sea. Plains of large extent and 
grassy downs exist in the interior, the soU of whidi is, 
for the most part, well suited for cultivation. 

The rivers and streams are very numerous, and their 
banks present large spaces of alluvial soil of a rich quali^, 
capable of producing in perfection all kinds of grain, pulse, 
green vegetables, and potatoes. There are numerous 
&nm near the banks of the diief rivers, particularly the 
Derwent, Macquarie, Tunar, and Eske. On these &rms, 
maize thrives wonderfully, and all kinds of English and 
many bvjncid fruits flourish in perfection. 

Much of the land having been originBlly covered with 
timber, the settlers have been at considerable expense in 
dearing and cultivating the soil, a labour which has, in a 
great measure, been effected by convicts ; yet, of course, 
the ezpeose of maintenance has fallen upon the assignee ; 
aod, from the small quantity of work generally performed 
by convicts, this has been con»derable. 

Uolike New Holland, Van Dieman's Land Eq)pear8 to 
bear few, if any, volcanic traces. The chief substratum 
of the island is basalt : limestone and sandstone are both 
very plentiiiiL In various places there are found extensive 
T^etable deposits, at one time covered with huge timber, 
but now partially cleared, having ^ven way to the culti- 
vated fields of the industrious settler. In the interior, in 
some parts, the substratum has been found to be lime- 
stone, and on this the decomposed deposits of ages on 
ages have formed a thick crust of soil, sometimes of great 
fertility. 
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10 VAN DIEHANS LAND. 

Tlie sfmogs are very numerouB, and no doubt tend to 
eDrich the soil and cherish the plants shrubs and 
herbage which bo densely cover that vast surface which 
has not yet been attempted to be reclaimed. Oo the 
whole, a smaD portion only of this island is suitable for 
agricultural purposes ; perhaps not one tenth of the whole, 
and much of this is so veiy thickly wooded, that it would 
be a most unprofitable speculation to clear it for fanning 
pursuits. The herbage, although very nutritive, is gene- 
rally scanty ; and it requires a large breadth to pasture 
a sheep or beast One great advantage the island pos- 
sesses : — it is not subject to the excessive droughts of New 
South Wales, the soil being refreshed by frequent showers. 
At times a hot wind blows from the northward, but is 
never of long continuance, and does not much affect the 
crops or herbage. 

The Aborigines of Van Iceman's land must now be 
spokoi of, but as a people that have been : not one is 
known to exist on the island, the miserable remnant of 
them that yet continue to drag out a weary existence 
being retained on Flinders' Island in Bass's Straits, from 
which they cannot escape, and a government establishment 
at that place supplying their wants. 

Since their confinement on this island some fifteen years 
ago, their number has very much deceased ; and in a 
few years probably the race will be totally extinct. 

If it was difficult to civiUze the Australian Aborigines, 
it was almost impossible to reclaim those of Van Dieman's 
Land. In person somewhat aUke, but with woolly hair 
instead of the long black locks of the Australians, tlra 
Van Dieman's I^nd Aborigines, from the first arrival of 
the whites, were in a constant state of warfare with them 
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THE ABORIQINES. 11 

Brave and ruthless, they resolutely resisted all encroadi- 
ments on tbeir stul, and rented their revenge on the out- 
statitms and &rmB of the settlers. No doubt this deter- 
mined enmity ma excited by the a^;ressioDS and cruelties 
of the whites, for the Aborig^es were shot down with 
as little pity or hesitation as though thc^ had been w3d 
beasts. 

Tlie Aborigines, however, became so desperate, and so 
daring in their attadcs, that in 1834, Govemw Arthur 
resdved upon a sweeping measore to get rid of them. 
lite entire population of the country was called out ; and 
commencing to the northward, a on^lon of armed men 
was formed, and the island swept ri^t across, with the 
intention of driving the Aborigines into Tasman's Pe- 
ninsula — which is a narrow neck of land — and there 
kee[nng them prisoners. 

AMiough the entire population were ei^aged &r some 
months on this service, and upwards of £50,000 were spent 
in the enterprise, yet it proved a total failure, and not one 
native was captured by " the Hne," which they managed to 
break ^irougb, and elude at various points. 

Policy ultimately effected what force was unable to 
accomplish. Mr. Robinson, at present chief IVptector in 
AustniUa Felix, and some other whites who had gained 
Ae confidence of the Abori^es, by d^rees enticed them 
to various places, where theiy were surrounded, taken, and 
transported to f^ders' Island, for permanent security. 
No doubt can exist that these Abori^es were naturally a 
<niiel and treacherous race. If any proof were wanting, it 
would be found it^ the fact, that Mr. Robinson, who ac- 
companied them to Flinders' Island, and remained there 
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12 TAN D1EMAN8 LAND. 

for some years, took great pains to instruct and educate 
two males and their wives, constantly keeping them about 
his person, and, in fact, treating them like his own chil- 
dren. Years passed away : Mr. Robinson was appointed 
chief EVotector of Hm Aborigines in Australia Fdiz, and 
considering that the men might be of some service to 
him, he took them and their wives with him to Mel- 
bourne. Id the vicinity of that town, at Mr. Robinson's 
house, they still continued to dwell for some time ; but to 
the astonishment of all, and particularly of Mr. Robinson 
himself, they took the bush in 1842, and afUr plunderiog 
some out-stations towar<te Western Port, fell in with a 
party of sealers, unarmed, one of whom they murdered 
without any provocation. They were taken after a long 
pursuit, tried and condemned to death ; the women being 
pardoned, as it was considered that they had acted under 
the influence of the men, who were executed for the 
offence. They were the first two persons ever hung 
in Australia Felix. 

The number of the Aborigines was originally vmy 
limited: in 1804 it was calculated that there were not 
one thousand natives on the entire island. Not one-fifth 
of that number remained in 1 834, when they were removed 
fi*om their country. It is melancholy and disheartening 
to dwell on the extinction of an oitire race of our feQow 
beings ; but no doubt, in Van Dieman's Land, the inter- 
couise of the convict and felon with the native, tended 
to hastoa and complete the fate of the children of nature^ 
thinly scattered over a country where, by hunting and 
fishing, they found a |daitiful provision for their wants. 

The [HX)duce of Van Dieman's Land is, in some respects, 
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PRODUCE OP THE ISLAND. 13 

sunilar to that of New South Wales ; wool and oil forming 
two large items in the list of its exporte. Agriculture 
is, howerer, the main employment of its inhabitants ; and 
the wheat grown is particularly fine in quality and heavy 
in grain, averaging from 60 lbs. to 65 lbs. per bushd, 
and in some cases even more. Grain is indeed the 
staple of the island, and its production is annually vastly 
increasing, as the foUowing return will show. It will 
be remembered that this export, after supporting a large 
convict population, is employed in Government and 
unproductive labour. Launceston and Hobart Town are 
the two great shipping-ports ; indeed it may be said the 
only ones th^ are made available. 

The foDowing return is extracted from a Van Die- 
man's Land Journal, the Laimceston Examiner, June 13th, 
1847. 



Exports. 
1840. 






WHeat 
Bushels 


Gate 
Bushels 


b'S. 


Flo&T 
Tons 


Lannonton . 


60,125 


69,994 


11,441 


1833f 


HobwtTown 






39.302 


11,300 


12,410 


997 


1841. 




















43.186 


27,986 


8,119 




Hobait Town 






35,845 


591 


4.660 




1842. 




















100,728 


49,644 


9,032 


2,265 


HobutTovli 






14,930 


1.208 


1,740 


1,162 


1643. 














lAtmceston . 






236,953 


64,430 


10.007 


1,83 li 


Hobart Town 






14,616 


1,531 


8,573 


857i 


1844. 














Lumcerton . 






272.941 


38,526 


8,006 


1,844 


HolMrtTown 






16,521 


3.295 


1,225 


1,127* 


1846. 




















188,805 


27,177 


15,142 


l,316i 


flobitft lowii 






25,396 


2,294 


4,551 


644 


1846. 














Laimceflton . 






369,722 


31,136 


7.785 


2,067 


HobutTovn 






65.349 


5,166 


12.333 


1.482f 



D, Google 



14 TAN DIEHAN's land. 

The following are the returns of general exports : 
VAN DIEMAN'S IJVND. 

■SPORTS OP PSODUCB FBOH LAURCBBTON TO OBKAT BBITAIH 
VOB 1846. 

Wool Balei 6.904 

LeBBfrom New SoutiliWalei .... 1.466 

Total .... 5.449 

Wheat Boahds 137.313 

Black Oil Tons 72 

Bark Tom 158 

TaOow Caaka 2 

Leather Bales 48 

Korta 4,451 

Bonea Tool 2 

Curioeitiea Caeee 5 

MimoiB Gum .... Do. 5 

(him Flank Feet 5,000 

l^renaOa 56.365 

Blackwood Piecea 56 

ChiD Stocks 796 

besides sundries from New South Wales, South 
Australia, New Zealand, and Australia Felix, not the 
produce of the island. 

KZFona o> paoDucK noK bobaxt town to orbat butaiit 
foK 1846. 

Wool Balea 6,619 

Less from New South Walea .... 105 

Total .... 5,514 

Wheat Btubds 24,711 

UMkOil Tuna 1,074 

Sperm Oa 284 

Whalebone Tona «^ 
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RETURNS OF PRODUCE AND EXPORTS. 



B«k 










Tons 


raiow . 










Casks 


Leather . 
Flour 










Bales 
Tons 


Onis 










Planks 


Treniili . 












Homi . 












Potatoes . 










BaskeH 


Tiinip Seed 
(jhun (Mimosa 
Ditto 

Kaogaroo Skin 
Cimontie. 


, 








Bsg. 
Cases 
Bags 
Cask 
Cases 



Also 3,000 bushels of wheat, the produce of South 
AustniUa ; Bod three cases and forty-fiTe tons of gum 
from New Zealand. 

I^e previous returns, it will be paired, only include 
the exports to Gh*eat Britain alone ; but the foQowing 
includes the total exports to aQ places from the pott of 
Launceston, for the year ending January 6th, 1847, b^ng 
all the produce of the cobny : 

Baric Tons 361 

FkniT 1,691 

H»7 519 

Wbekt Biuhek 367.421 

Oats 7.763 

Barley , 30.841 

Biaa ,. 18,874 

Potatoea Tooa 1,S29 

M 61 

WluddxMie „ l| 

Wool Balea 6,841 
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lb TAN DIEMANS LAND. 

Sldns and Leather, value . £1,175 

Homed Cattle .... Number 77 

HoTWs „ 1.078 

Sheep „ 568 

Umber, value . . £3.632 

The number of vessels entered outwards, at the Port of 
Launceston in 1846, was 220 ; tonnage, 27,295 ; number 
of men maimed hj, 1,943. 

The following compiled- returns wiD show the imports 
and exports for six years, ending 1846, and will afford . 
the reader an opportunity of judg^ of the result of the 
probation system on the prosperity of the islaud. 

IHPOHTB lOR 1840. 

£ t. d. 

From Great Britain and Ireland . . . . 737,261 

„ British Coloniei 217,033 

„ United Statea 6,696 

„ Forngn Countnes 37,176 



Total .... 


£988.366 








■ZPOBTS FOR 1840. 








To Great Britdn and Ireland 


. 334,156 








„ Britiah Colonies 


. 931.331 























Total .... 


£867,007 









IKPOKTB FOB 1841. 

From Great Britain and Ireland .... 685,676 

„ British Coloniea 135,148 

„ United States 6,277 

>tee 34,681 

Total .... £861,981 
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EXPORTS AND IMPORTS. 

BXPOKTB FOB 1841. 

£ 
To Great BrituD and Ireland .... 357,662 

„ Biitisb Colonies 271,899 

,. United States NU 

„ Fbieign States 740 

Total .... £630,501 

IUPOBT8 FOB 1842. 

Ftoin Oreat Britain and Ireland . . 401,738 

„ Britisb Colonies 145,181 

„ United States 5,287 

„ Fordgn States 35.247 

Total .... £587,453 

KZfOBTS FOB 1842. 

To Oreat Britun and Ireland .... 299,198 

„ British Colonies 276,478 

„ United States 4,158 

,. Fbrdgn States 2,675 

Total . . . £582,509 

IHPOBTS FOR 1843. 

From Gteat Britain and Ireland . . 471.026 

„ British Colonies ... . . 192,896 

,. United States 1,635 

., Foreign Statu 33,703 

Total .... £706,260 

KSPOKTS FOB 1843. 

To Great Britain and Ireland .... 252,102 

„ British Colonies 185,174 

„ United States 76 

„ Foreign States 2,539 

Total .... £439.890 

VOL. n. c 
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iitPORTt roR 1B44. 

£ t. a. 

Fnm Great Britain and Ireland .... 303,097 

„ firitirii CcdonieB 124,675 

„ United St&tea 8,812 

„ Foreign States 6,404 

Total .... £442.988 



■XFOKTS FOR 1844. 

To Great Britain and belaiul .... 252,980 

., BritiBh Colwies 161,406 

„ United States Nil 

„ Foragn States 4,413 

Total .... £408.799 

IKPORTB FOR 1845. 

From Great Britain and Ireland . . . 339,119 

„ Britiah Colonies 158,281 

„ United States 5,567 

„ Foragn States ..... 22,595 

Total .... £520,563 



RXPORTS FOR 1845. 

To Great Britain and Ireland .... 242,561 

„ British Colonies 175,373 

„ United States Nil 

„ Foreign States 4,284 

Total £422,218 

Tlie returns of exports fw 1846 are given elsewhere 
in detail; th^ also exhibit a sad &Iliiig off in all artides 
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except gnuD, the exportatioD of which was induced by the 
high prices in Great Britain. In the space of six years, it 
will be perceived, the imports and exports hare both 
decreased about one half, a convincing proof, if one were 
wanting, that the probation system does not promote, and 
is not necessary to, the pro^)erity and advancement of the 
colony. 

Notwithstanding the increased commissariat expenditure 
in the island, the imports gradually lessened ; and if 
the necessaries imported for the convict department 
were deducted, the reduction would be matmaHy 
enlarged. In every branch of commerce, trade is 
monthly decreasing; and this is further exemplified by 
the decrease of banking fadlities since 1842. There 
were then in the island seven banking establishments 
and their branches ; viz. : the Commercial Bank, Van 
Dieman's Land Bank, Union Bank of Australia, Austra- 
lasian Bank, the Derwent Bank, the Colonial Bank, and 
Mesas. Archer, GiUes, and Go's. Bank, The three 
latter have been discontinued, mid the others are at present 
the entire that exist in the colony. 

The oirrency of Van Dieman's Land is not confined 
to British coin: Spanish dollars and £ast India Com- 
pany's rupees pass current. The former was constituted a 
I^;al tender by an Act of the Legislative Council at the 
value of 48. 4d., and the rupee also at 2^. South Ameri- 
can dollars are also current, under a prodamation issued 
by Sir George Arthur, the Governor of the Island in 
1 834, at the same value as Spanish dollars. The Van 
Dieman's Land banks are banks of issue, and their 
returns are as follows : 

C 2 
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THE VAN DIEMAN'S LAND BANKS. 

Assets aad liabilities for the quarter eading Mardi 31, 
1847. 



fionlc of Van Dieman's Land 
ConunGTcdftl Bank . 

Union Beak 
Auatnlaaian Bank 



LIABILITIBS. 



Bank of Van Dieman's I^nd 
Commennal Bank 
Union Bank 



168,338 


4 


7 


218,915 


18 


9 


356.594 


2 


fi 


444,712 


3 


8 


£1,188,660 


9 


5 


£ 


, 


d 


83.034 


17 


3 


102,164 


17 


6 


145,438 


16 


2 


140,570 


5 





£471,228 


15 


10 



Of the above assets, the sum of £268,510 35. 6d. was 
m spede at the p^od the return was compiled. The 
notes issued by these banks, and current in the countiy, 
are from one pound in value upwards. Although the 
currency Is not confined to British own, yet, all trans- 
actions, sales and purchases, are computed in pounds, 
shillings and pence ; and all accounts are kept after that 
manna*. 

The population of Van Dieman's Land — as far as 
the iree people are conc^ned — cannot at present be 
accurate^ ascertained, as no census has been taken 
for the last seven years. According to the last census, 
however, it amounted to 37,088 ; and it is considered 
that, unce that period, this numbo' has decreased, owing 
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to the number of persona who hare left the island 
for the neighbouring colonies. The convict population, 
indnding Qxoae at Norfolk Island, at present — or rather 
in April 1847 — numbered 30,846; the particulars of 
the latter the writer will ^re under, uiother head. At 
the present time, the population of the island, including 
troops, free inhabitants and convicts, scarce, if at aD, 
ezoeed 65,000. 

Originally founded in 1804, the colony of Van 
IKeman's Land in that year only numbered a white popu- 
lation of about 400 ; from that time up to 1824, being 
chiefly used as a penal settlement for New South Wales, 
the increase of the inhabitants was slow in comparison 
with the latter colony. In 1824, the population amounted 
to 12,643, induding the mihtary and Aborigines; in - 
the foIlowiDg ten years, the increase was much more 
rapid, numbering in 1834, no less than 37,799, including 
aU classes. The free population, in 1834, amounted 
to 21,084 ; the convict 15,538 ; since that time the 
scale has been turned, and now the fr<ee little exceed 
the bond in number, if indeed they do so at aQ. It is 
modi to be regretted tbat no census of the free has, of 
late years, that is to say, since 1840, berai taken, as the 
relative proportion might form a guide towards the future 
dispoeition of the convicts. 

VAN DIEMAN'S LAND MARKETS. 
lAUNCEffTON, MAY 2 1st, 1 847- 

Wheat, 3a. 9d. to 3$. lOd. per bushel 

Cataract and supply mills: fine flour, £10 per ton. 
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best ; £9 per ton, seconds ; wheat, 2s. 9d. to 3«. 6d. per 
bushel. 

Union Mills : fine flour, per ton, £10 ; seconds, £8 lOs. ; 
thirds, £7. 

Colonial produce,, retail prices : bread, 4lb. loaf, 4(1. ; 
be^, 4d. pffl" lb. ; mutton, 3d. per lb. ; veal, 4d. pa- lb. ; 
pork, 5d. per lb. ; Iamb, 2s. 6d. per quarter ; butter, fresh. 
Is. 4d. per lb. ; candles, moulds, 6d. per lb. ; cheese, lOd. 
per lb. ; eggs, 1^. 2d. per dozen. 

Imports wholesale : bottled beer, 7s. 6d. to 10«. per 
dozen; coffee, £56 to £60 per ton; hops, 2s. per lb.; 
London porter, none ; rice, 25s to 28s. per bag ; salt, £4 
per ton ; Hawes* London soap, £42 per ton ; Liverpool 
and Sydney ditto, £28 per ton. Spirits in bond : 
rum, 4s. 3d. to 4s. 6d. per gallon; brandy, lis. 
per gallon ; gin, in cases of four gallons, 25«. ; Mauri- 
tius sugar, £24 to £25 per ton ; mamlla, £22 to 
£26 per ton; hyson skin tea, £4 5s. to £4 15s. per 
diest ; Negro-head tobacco, in k^, 9d. per lb. ; in 
tierces, Is. Id. per lb. 

In Hobart Town, the prices of imports are about the 
same as at Launceston. Cdonial produce, meat, wheat and 
flour, are somewhat higher at all times, owing to the large 
demand caused by the very great accumulaticok of convicts 
in the neighbourhood of Hobart Town. On the 22nd oi 
May, 1847) the price of wheat at tiie latter place was, 
frum 4s. 2d. to 4s. 4d. per bushel ; malting bar- 
ley, 5s. per bushel; oats, 3s. 9d. to 4s. per bushel; 
the 41b. loaf (best) 5d.; flour, £11 per ton (fiist) ; 
oaten hay, best quality, £5 per too; potatoes, best, 
£3 10s. per ton. 
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Clothing, and similar commodities, are, on the average, 
about 26 per cent dearer than in £ngland. The greater 
portion of the articles in general use are imported ready- 
made, the retailers being many of them Jews, who, iodeed, 
are to be found in numbers all over the Australian 
cobnies. 
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HOBART TOWN LAVUCKZTOS PORT AKTHDR OEOWN I.AND« 

UIHIBALe T1MBK» NATITB ANIMALH -WaAI,l«0 TKADB. 

The chief town, and the seat of GovemmeDt in Van 
Dieman's Land, is Hobart Town. It is situated on the 
western bank of the Derwent River, which is here navigable 
for ships of the largest tonnage. The town is biult upon 
an elevation, and is washed by the waters of the mcr on 
one side, and on the other, hemmed in by a h^;h, but 
detached range, the summit of which is called Mount 
Wellington, and is particularly bdd and striking amidst 
the surrounding sceneiy. The buildings coro- an extent 
of about 800 acres of land, but some of them are 
detached and divided tmm one another, by small 
gardens. 

The streets, as is usual in most of these cobnies, cross 
each other at right angles, and have been well built by 
convict labour, which, at the period they were constructed 
was superabundant. In the main thoroughfiires, long 
ranges of fine shops and warehouses meet the eye, where 
every want of the colonist can be supplied. The numba 
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of ready-made dothes and slop goods in shops — kept by 
Jews — are remarkable. These shops, generally speaking, 
occupy the best situations for trade. 

The stores of many of the merchants are substantial 
and eztensire ; and tiiere are also flour and saw-mills, 
worked at some periods of the yeu- by the waters of a small 
river which runs into the Derwent, and at other times by 
steam. The total number of houses in 1846, fell little 
short of 1 800 ; and the town altogether much more resem- 
bled an EngUsh provincial or sea-port town, than any other 
in these colonies, if the varied and peculiar dress of the 
convicts had been excluded &om the scene. 

The supply of water is good and plentiful, and distri- 
buted through the streets and houses by metal pipes, 
which were laid down by the Government, with the aid of 
convict labour, some years since. The houses and stores 
are now either constructed of stone or brick ; but there 
are many wooden erections, built at a former date. The 
largest edi&ces raised by private capital are the hanks and 
the hotels ; and the number and extent of the public 
buildings are surprising, considering the age of the settie- 
ment. AH of these may be said to have been erected 
solely by convict labour, previous to tiie introduction of 
the probation system : at present, pubhc works are almost 
at a stand-stiU, for want of money to pay the convicts 
employed, as it is the policy of the probation system not 
to exact labour without remuneration. 

The prisoners' and the military barracks, standing in 
separate quarters of the town, are extensive edifices of 
brick, capable of containing an immense number of 
individuals. 
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The principal Protestant Chtircb is also a tmck biulding 
of respectable size and ardiitecture ; there are a Roman 
Catholic chapel, and various other commodious plaoes of 
worship, all substantially built. Ilie Court House, the 
Female Factory, the Colonial Hospital, and the orphan 
schools without the town, and the commissariat buildings, 
are all lai^ and adapted to the purposes for which they 
have been erected. The wharfs are close to the town, 
and in their vicinity is anchorage for almost any number 
of vessels of the largest tonnage. 

AIoDg the watw-side are ship and boat-building yards, 
whence, from time to time many brigs and schooners for 
the colonial trade are launched into the beautiAil and 
land-locked waters of the Derwent. 

The fadUties for loading and discharging vessels are 
fiiDy equal to those of any port, for ships can he alongside 
the wharf, in any state of the tide. The shores of the 
Derwent are in places studded with groups of neat houses, 
cottages, and small agricultural farms, whose waving crops 
of grain impart a still greater beauty to the scene, already 
endowed by Nature with all the elements of the {Hcturesque. 
The environs are occupied by the handsome villas of the 
Hobart Town traders fuid merchants, imbedded in gardens 
where every description of European fruit flourishes in 
perfection. 

With the interior, and Launceston on the northon 
side of the idand, there is a daily communication by means 
of coaches, which also cany mails for the post-office 
department. 

The Lieutenant-Governor resides at Hobart Town, as 
do the Judges, Attorney-General, Bishop, and the other 
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chief executive aod adminiatratiTe officers of Government. 
The Government House is extensive, but has no preten- 
Eions to architectural beau^ ; it stands in the centre of 
well laid-out grounds, and commands a fine prospect of 
the river, with its many bays and windings. 

The total population of Hobart Town may be about 
14,000 ; but this includes a vcay large number of convicts, 
male and female, confined in the barracks, or awaiting 
hire as pass-holders. 

Ticket-of-kave holders are numerous here, taking 
advantage of their extended liber^, to hang about tiie 
chief town, where indulgence of thrar vices is more easy 
than in the interior, being less liable to notice. It 
may be said, tbat more than one half the populatiou of 
Hobart Town are ^her convicts under Government, or in 
private service. The laxity of discipline exercised over 
the convicts, generally leads to scenes of mid-day drunken- 
ness and immorality, which it would only shock the 
reader to recouut. 

There ore a considerable number of schools supported 
by the population. There are also a theatre, a large circu- 
htmg library, a club-house, and various benevolent and 
philanthropic institutions. 

Tlie Derwent is divided at its mouth by Brune Island, 
so that there are two channels by which the river can be 
entered — jyEntrecasteaux's Channel to the westward, and 
Stcnn Bay to the eastward. The latter is the route 
generaQy used by ships, as it is more open, and considerably 
lessens the distance. The port of Hobart Town, viewed 
as a commanding and accessible harbour <^ vast extent, 
is most valuable to the trade of Ei^land in the Australian 
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colomes and the Padfic ; but perhaps its real value will 
never be acknowledged until a period of war. The defences 
of the town against foreign invasion are of the most insig- 
nificant and incomplete character ; and in the ev&xl of a 
war, a single large-sized fiiigate might sail direct into the 
river — by a couple of Iwoadsides silence the paltry batteries 
— and then demolish the town, or levy what contribution 
it thought fit upon the inhabitmits. Such a contingency is 
anything but creditable to England ; but indeed, nothing 
less than a war is likely to cause this matter to be attended 
to. In feet, the defences of our colonies generally are 
in the most ruinous and inefficient state, and incapable of 
resisting even an inconsiderable enemy. 

Van Dieman's Land is divided into different districts, 
over each of which a police magistrate, paid by Govern- 
ment, presides, assisted by various unpaid gentlemen in 
the Commission of the Peace. These districts are Hobart 
Town and the surrounding country ; Latmceston, the second 
town in size and population, and its vidnity including an 
area of 4,000 square miles on the nordiem side of the 
island ; and Richmond, New Norfolk, Clyde, Oatlands, 
Campbdl-town, Norfolk Plains, and Oyster Bay, situated 
in various parts of the island. 

Launceston, on the Tamar, lies about forty-seven 
miles from the sea, into which the river empties itself, 
near George Town, off which vessds of very large tonnage 
have to lie and discharge their cargo. The river is 
navigable, as far as Launceston, for vessels of 350 tons 
burthen, but by a small expenditure, the bed of the stj^am 
might be sunk, so as to admit ships of any tonnage. 
The chief part of the vessels trading up the riv^ are 
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ooaatta^, between the island and the neighbouring colonies, 
under 160 tons burthen. The trade between Laimceston 
and Port Phillip is considerable, the former exporting 
timber, grain, and agricultural produce, its imports being 
chiefly live stock. Hie av^'age passage across Bass's 
Straits, which divides Van Dieman's Land &om 
Australia Fdix, is from two to three days, but in 
particular cases is much longer; but an iron steamer 
performs it under thirty hours from George Town to 
Melbourne. 

Launceston is built upon both sides of the River Tamar, 
and contains 3,500 inhabitants. Its population has rather 
decreased within the last eight years, for numbers have 
availed themselves of their vicini^ to Australia Fdix, to 
transfer themselves, their families and property to that 
&voured and fertile land. 

The streets are wide and regular, containing many well- 
built private houses, shops and stores : there are several 
places of worship, particularly a large and handsome edifice 
belonging to the Established Church. The public build- 
ings are — as at Hobart Town—numerous and substantial, 
consisting of a gaol, barracks, court<house, post-office, 
house of correction, and a Government House, where 
the Commandant of the district resides. Owing to 
the fertility of the banks of the Tamar and its internal 
situation, the greater portion of the agricultural produce 
of Van IMeman's Land is exported from Launceston, 
where wheat is always from six-pence to nine-pence per 
bushd cheaper than at tiie capital. 

Port Arthur, the penal settlement of Van Dieman's 
Ldud, whith^ the worst description of convicts are srat 
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is situated od the southero extreme of Tasman's Fenhiaula, 
which forms the eastern side of Storm Bay, near the 
entrance of t^e River Derwent. 

Tasman's Peninsula is united to the mainland by a very 
narrow neck of land, which is guarded hy sentries, so as 
to cut off every chance of escape from the convicts confined 
there. 

Port Arthur is an excellent harbour, the entrance being 
nearly a mile in width ; within, it expands into a sheet 
of water of considerable extent. The entrance is by no 
means dangerous, the promontories on either side being 
hold and bluff. No free persons, except such as are 
in the employ of the Government, are permitted to 
reside at Port Arthur ; and the punishment inflicted on 
the prisoners is much more severe than elsewhere, if 
Norfolk Island be excepted ; but at |»-esra>t it is nothing 
compared to what it was six years ago, when numerous 
convicts murdra^ their feUow-prisoneis, that they might 
be brought to Hobart Town, tried, and executed ; so infi> 
nitely did they prefer death to their &te at a penal setUe- 
m^t. The prisoners' barracks are extensive, but very 
strong and secure : the country in the vicinity is thickly 
timbered with forests of the finest wood, suitable for ship- 
building, and indeed adapted for all purposes to which 
bard wood is applicalde. The general number of oonvicta, 
under punishment at Port Arthur, is twelve hondred, and 
few indeed of these but are offenders of the worst kind, 
whose feelings are blunted — dead in fact — to every feeUng 
of human natiu%, but such as dictates vice — vice unequalled 
for ite intensity and degrading characto- — reducing man to 
a levd with the brute. 
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The waste Crown Lands of Van Dieman's Land, are 
administered under the general Acts of IWliament for 
Australian waste lands. Up to 1834, the system of 
granting lands was general in ^e island ; hut, as in New 
South Wales, from that time the Crown only alienated 
land when purchased. The upset price, originally fixed at 
fire shillings, was first raised to twelve shillings per acre, 
and ultimately to one pound, which is the present price. 
AH lands are disposed of by auction, as in New South 
Wales, the highest bidder becomii^ the purchaser. From 
1834 to 1836, the produce of the Crown Lands passed 
into the mHitaiy or commissariat chest ; but from the 
latter time to the year 1847, they hare been paid 
orer to tiie general revenue of the colony. WilJiin 
the last twelve months they have been, by direction of 
the late Secretary of State, again withdrawn from the 
general revenue of the colony. The following petitbn to 
I^liament of the inhabitants of Van Dieman's Land, 
numerously signed in the eolouy in the early part of 1847, 
win fuUy exf^ain the present position <^ the Land Fund of 
thiscdooy. 

" Tbe Petition of the undersigned landholders, merchants, 
and other fi«e inhabitants of the Island of Van IHe- 
man'sLand 

" Sheweth, 

" 1. TTiat prior to the year 1834, the kmd revenues 
arising from the sale of waste lands of the colony of Van 
IKeman's Land had been of small amount ; but that in 
consequence of the abolition of the five grant system, and 
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Other drcumstaoces, front the year 1834 to 1843 induaTe, 
they amounted on an average, to upwards of £27,000 
per anniiTTi, That in 1844, however, this fund had 
nearly ceased, and that it is now producing comparatively 
but a small amount. 

" 2. That, in the year 1836, the land fund, previously 
paid into the military chest, was transferred to the colo- 
nial chest, and that His Majesty's Government appear to 
have regarded this tavnsfer as an equivalent for imposing 
upon the colonists the charge for the pohce and gaols, 
rendered necessary by die presence of British convicts. 

" 3. That, in a letter addressed by James Stephen, 
Esq., Under Secretary of State in the Colonial Depart- 
ment, to C. B. Trevelyan, Esq., one of the Secretaries of 
the Treasury, dated the 26th November, 1845, and 
published by order of your Honourable House, the follow- 
ing passage is given, as showing the result of the arrange- 
ment thus imposed upon the cdonists: — ' The effect, 
therefore, has been that in the last ten years, the colonists 
had become liable to a diarge &r exceeding that which 
had been Gontem|Jated when the arrangement of 1834 
was made, and bad been deprived of neariy all the 
resources for sustaining that chaige on which, in 1834, 
they had relied.' 

" 4. That, in the view thus taken by the Cobnial 
Department, of an airangement in which the colonists 
had no voice, though obviously admitting the hardship 
imposed upon them — it is humbly concaved that the fiiQ 
justice of the case is not recognized ; it appearing to your 
petitioners that the land revraue of the colony is properly 
a colonial revntree, and audi as cannot furly be placed 
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■gainst on expenditure mainly incurred by the colonists 
for home purposes, like that for police and gaols. 

5. That, in the same commuairaUdoD from Mr. Under 
Secntaiy Stephen to the Treasury, it is stated that the 
oonverraon of this colony and Norfolk Island into the 
receptacles for convicts under sentence of transportation, 
has had an effect " douhly injuriotis to the free colonists ; 
it has both rendered the wild land unsaleable, by destroying 
ibe settlement of capitalists there, and it has enhanced, 
from year to year, the expense of gaols and police, until 
it has arisen to the annual sum of £36,737 charged upon 
a revenue, the whole of which amounted to £116,664." 

6. That, these circumstances appeared to Lord Stanley, 
to demonstrate the injustice of " holding the colonists 
to the arrangement of 1834," his Lordship observing, 
through Mr. Stephen, in the letter above referred to, 
" that, for the single charge of gaols and police, a burthen 
is sustained exceeding a capitation tax of twenty shillings 
per annum on every free colonist in the island ; a charge 
nnezampled, he believed, in any other sodety living under 
a constitutional government." 

7. That, under all the circumstances of the case, Lord 
Stanley recommended to the Lords of Her Majesty's 
Treasury, that for the future, the sum of £24,000 a year 
(two thirds of the then estimated annual cost of the 
polioe and gaob) should henceforth be defrayed out of 
the British Treasury ; but, at the same time, his Lordship 
reoomnkended that tbe " Land Fund " should be withdrawn 
from ^e colonial revenues; and their Lordships agreed 
to such recommendations. 

8. That, hovever, in the reply directed by the Lords 
VOL. II. D 
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of the Treasury to be sent to the said commuDicatioD, 
such reply being dated the 2nd of Februaiy, 1846, and 
also printed by order of your honourable house, the 
present finandal difficulties of the local goremment of 
this colony are attributed, not to the large expenditure 
on account of police and gaols, but to " laxity of system 
and profuse expenditure," and to " the apparently habitual 
disr^ard, on the part of the executive government, of any 
necessity for adhering to the authorized appropriations for 
the public service." 

9. That, the colonists are not answerable for tim 
profuse expenditure, which they have had no means 
of controlling, being wholly unrepresented in the colonial 
legislature, while the officers of the colonial executive 
are sent out from England by her Majesty's Government ; 
but that under no circumstances can they conceive it just, 
that the large police and gaol expenditure, rendered ne- 
cessary by the presence of so great a number of convicted 
offendei?, should he made a charge upon them. 

10. That the relief about to be afforded in this 
respect, by the annual payment from British fiinds of 
£24,000 a year, they humbly submit to be jusUy their 
due, and that the future land revenues of the colony 
should not, as is proposed, be wholly taken away and 
paid into the commissariat chest, as a compensation to 
the GoT^nment on account of this relief. 

11. Ihat the present value of the waste lands of 
the Crown in this colony must be attributed to the 
industry and enterprise of the colonists ; and they regard 
it as a great grievance to see the funds arising from 
their sale diverted from the use to which they are so 
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beoeficaall; devoted in the adjacent settlements. THat 
the present conditton of this colony renders it singularly 
dearable that these funds should be appropriated to 
the introduction of free male and female emigrants. 
Hiat the welfare of the colonists and all the higher 
iotfoests of humanity, demand the application of every 
svulable means towards the improvement of the cha- 
racter of the working classes in this community ; and 
no means can conduce to this end so surely and directly 
as tiie promotion of free immigration. 

12. That your petitioners submit, that not only are 
th^ entitled to the £24,000 a year, which the Lords 
<^ her Majesty's Treasury have consented to appropriate 
towards the gaol and police expenditure for the fiiture; 
but that they are equally entitled to arrears of a similarly 
proportioDate sum for every year, since the year 1836, 
up to the present time. 

Your petitioners, therefore, hucably pray that such 
HTBars may be recognized as due from the British 
Treasury to the colonial revenue ; that the total sum so 
accruiDg may be expended in the introducing of free 
cDoigraDts, especially females ; and that the " Land Fund" 
of the colony, arising from the sale or rental of the waste 
lands, after paying expenses of survey, may be appro- 
priated to the same purpose : — Sec., &c. 

(Shea follow the signatures of all classes of free in- 
hatntants.) 

It certainly is rather hard to saddle the few thousand 
free inhabitants of Vui Dieman's Land with the entire 
ooft of the gaols and police of the island, which estahlish- 
D 2 
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ments are almost exclusively reodered necessary by the 
convicts imported irom Great Britain and Ireland; or, 
on the other hand, deprive them of the only firnd, hy 
means of which they might introduce free immigrants, 
and so neutralize the demoralizing eflfect of the felonry 
cast upon their shores. All the other AustnJian cdonies 
have the land fund, arising from the sale of thdr waste 
lands, set aside for the purpose of promoting emigration ; 
but because this island cannot support the expense of 
keeping in order thousands of British convicts, she is 
to be deprived of all benefit accruing from those waste 
lands, which might have remjuned unknown and un- 
peopled to this day, had it not been for the enterpriae 
and perseverance of the colonists and their parents. 

Philanthropic feelings induced the establishment, at a 
great additional expense, of a " Probation System," but 
a want of foresight or consideration on the part of the 
British Government, caused the adoption of a step which 
must in a great measure defeat the main object. The 
discouragement of respectable immigrants virtually abandons 
the island, if the truth was known, to a mass of convicts, 
whose intimacy of assodation must of necessity still 
fiarther tend to demoralize and corrupt them. 

For years to come, the revenue arising from the 
Crown Lands of this colony cannot be expected to 
amount to any considerable sum, as the pasture lands 
would never yield sufficiently to render thar purchase 
advisable; and much of the soil suitable for agriculture 
is BO thickly timbered, that the expense of clearing it 
would be such as to make the buyer but a sorry return 
for his capital. Indeed, three parts of the farms of Van 
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Dieman's Land, have cost irom time to time in improve- 
meots on them, very much more thao they would now 
bring if exposed for sale ; and yet, when they were cleared 
and fonued, labour was to be had at the mere cost of 
keeping a convict, and Uie produce markets were extremely 
high. Labour must mdeed be cheap, to enable the Van 
Dieman's Land fomer to buy waste lands, elear them, and 
then grow wheat at 3«. 3d. or 3«, 6(2. per bushel. On the 
old fiirms, this price now merely pays the cultivation ; but 
if the Commissariat Expenditure was withdrawn from the 
island, the price would fall considerably. Few persons 
win, under such circumstances, purchase waste Crown 
Lands, which would cost perhaps ten pounds per acre to 
clear, when they can, on the other side of Bass's Straits, 
in Australia Felix, at once purchase countless acres of rich 
aoSi ready for the plough, and with a better home market. 

The difference in the price of labour in the two colonies 
hardly enters into the account, for it would be more than 
balanced by the advantages of soil. It is greatiy feared 
by many of the Van Dieman's Land colonists, that if 
transportation thither be discontinued, the whole island 
will become one succession of sheep walks for tbe growth 
of wool ; such, however, would be found not to be the 
result, if a scheme of emigration to the colony were carried 
out to the extent of largely outnumbering the convicts, who 
form such a bar to its advancement. The natural ad- 
vantages of the island, sedulously developed by a free 
population, would soon become apparent; and the soil 
tilled by small iarmers, would yield a better return than 
under the reluctant, and consequently intermitting labour 
of the convict. 
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There is, at this mooiuit, in the hands of private 
individuals in Van Dieman's Land, deared land sufficieat 
to grow com for the white population of all the Australian 
colonies; but the soil, under the probation system, is 
either totally neglected or only half tilled. Now that 
Great Britain has opened her ports, a mari£et is not 
wanting, in which a fair price for grain may be realized. 
Four shillings per bushel for wheat would amply remu- 
nerate the Van Dieman's Land farmer, even if wages were 
as high as £26 per annum. In the year 1846-7, South 
Australia, her current price of wheat being about four 
shillings, exported three hundred thousand bushels ; and 
yet at the time, an agricultiunl labourer was in receipt of 
from £25 to £30 per annum, exclusive of rations. But 
although at present Van Dieman's Land is chiefly an 
agricultural cdony, yet it has many other m^ elements 
of wealth and prosperity ; for instance, its minerals. First 
in importance among them, must be classed coaL From 
its central position relatively to the other Australian 
colonies, coal at this island must materially promote 
steam navigation among them, and also with Europe^ 
and make Van Dieman's Land an important dep6t in 
those seas. 

As yet coal has not been extensively worked in the 
island ; but it exists in great plenty in many parts, and 
of a quality rather better than that of New South Wales. 
In the immediate vicinity of Storm Bay, and the River 
Derwent, and at D'l^trecasteaux's Channel, coal may 
be obtained in abundance; but as wood is so extremely 
cheap, it has not yet attracted much attention from the 
people of Hobart Town. In the interior, indications of 
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this valuable ntiD^-al have been also found in many places. 
Iron (»e is general all orer the island, and is of very 
superior quality; samples conveyed to England having 
bem declared to equal the best kinds Of Staffordshire. With 
the advantage of a plentiful supply of coal, there is no 
doubt iron will become, at no distant day, a chief element 
in the wealth of Van Dieman's Ltmd. 

Copper, manganese, and lead, have been met with in 
different parts of the island ; but, as with iron, they as yet 
remain imworked. It may be asked, how it ia that the 
great soocess in mining operations of the South Australian 
colonists, has not induced the developement of the mineral 
wealth of Van Dieman's Land ? When we remember that 
the chief men of business and capital are being driven 
from the island by the operation of the probation system, 
we supply the answer. 

During 1846, a propoiution emanated from the mine- 
owners of Soutii Australia, which had for its object the 
obtaining ather a constant and cheap supply of coal from 
Van Dieman's Land for the purpose of smelting copper 
ore ; or, if it could be done cheaper, the exportation of the 
ore to the island for the same purpose. 

This fffoposition was made with the view of obviating the 
necessity of shipping the ore to Swansea in Wales, at the 
great expense incurred at present ; but such was the want 
of energy and enterprise amongst the Van Dieman's Land 
mine-owners, that the proposition met with no encourage- 
ment 

Marble and a good description of limestone exist in 
abundance in some districts of the colony; indeed, the 
substratum of many sections of the country is limestone. 
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The timber of Vsd Dienum's Land is remarkably abuDihDt, 
and of such a quality as cannot be surpassed. The island 
has already carried on a considerable trade with the neagfa- 
bouring colonies in timber for building purposes ; but of 
late this branch of commerce has fallen away, although 
certfunly not owing to the feilure of the supply. 

The Eucalyptus is the most general tree to be met with, 
but there are many kinds of it, sonae of enormous dimen- 
sions, and aU more or less suitable for house purposes and 
ship-building. The wood of the Eucalyptus, or gum, is ia 
aU cases hard and of great consbteucy ; equal, indeed, in 
some respects, to teak wood. The next tree best known 
and most used in the island, is the stringy baric. It chiefly 
grows on barren stony ranges, or places of little fertility, 
and rises to an immense height, the bole, be&ire the 
blanches divide it, often measuring nine^ feet in leogtt^ 
aod from three to six feet in diameter. The bark is dry, 
stringy, soft and thick, peding off in large sheets with 
little trouble ; it is much used in roofing temporary dwell<- 
ings. The wood itsedf is hard, of a dean long grain, and 
splits clear and with facility. It is most valuable for 
fenciag-in land, and sphtting up into shingles for roofing. 
Light wood, cedar, mimosa, the oak, sassafi:as, and many 
other kinds of timber — some valuable, particularly fromtiteir 
beauty for cabinet purpose — are plentiful. The pencO 
cedar exists in abundance in some districts, and forms an 
article of export. 

The interior of the vast forests of this ishmd, particularly 
towards the western shcH'es, is as yet but little known ; thear 
size, and the immensity of the timber, being all that has 
been ascertained. The vidoity of many of these fonsU 
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to shipping ports, will, do doubt, ultimately be of much 
benefit to the inbabitants, who at present only resort tq 
tkem to {HXicure material for bmldiog numerous small craft, 
for the ooastiDg trade with Uie neighbouring coloDies. 
The timber is almost ^tduMvdy hard wood, and the trees 
are evergreens. When the increasing population of the 
Australian colooies require a large supply of timber, this 
island can furnish them with an inexhaustible quantity, which 
win be not only a source of wealth, but also a means of 
(dealing fertile lands, which otherwise must lie waste. 

The indigenous aniiP fl l' ^ of this island, in- a measure 
resemble many of these found upon the mainland of New 
HoDand. The kangaroo is the largest and most remark- 
able : — as in New South Wales, there are several species. 
Opossums, squirrels, bandicoots, and kangaroo rats are also 
numerous. There are many specimens of the native cat ; 
some beautiful and extremely diminutive creatures, with 
diarp snouts and sparkling eyes, the body bdng jet black, 
dotted over with milk white spots. 

The platypus — seldom met with in other parts of Aus- 
tralia — is general here. It is a description of beaver, and 
duefly lives in the water, but breeds on shore and subsists 
on fish, insects and the tender shoots of shrubs and trees. 

A species of animal, between a cat and a dog, which is 
mo^ fatal to the sheep and calves of the inhabitants, exists 
here ; it is called by them " the devil," an appropriate 
name, indicative of its effects on their property. It does 
not exceed in bulk an average sized dog, but is somewhat 
larger, with short legs, on which it creeps along with most 
stealthy caution. K it obtains access to a fold at night, it 
usually bites and mangles a number of the flock, being even 
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more destructive io this respect than the native dog, whi^ 
Dearly resembles that of New South Wales. 

Another intruder on the Van IKeman's Land fanner, 
is the hyena opossum, which is of great length, measuring, 
when AdI grown, from the snout to the tail, about five feet. 
The colour of its fur is grey on the nether parts, the back 
being striped black and white ; the dressed skins of these 
animals, when joined together, form an excellent rug, im- 
penetrable alike to odd and wet. 

The ^ans of Van IHeman's Land are the resort, at 
ceitun seascms, of the whale, which proceeds thither for 
die purpose of calving in the numerous bays with which 
the island is indented. The whale is of the black species ; 
and at the various bays there are whaling establishments 
belonfpng to the merchants of Hobart Town or Laun- 
ceston. The season only lasts about four months, during 
which, the men employed in the fishery are constantly on 
the watch for any whale that may present itself in the 
offing. The moment the spout of one is descemed, the 
whale-boats put off in pursuit — hut always in company — 
in order to be at hand to afford assistance if the whale 
strikes or capsizes a boat, wbicit is often the case. The 
chase is frequent^ long and dangerous ; the whale, in some 
instances, making off &om the land when struck : when 
this is the case, the boats are often taken many miles out 
to sea, and Aen it becomes a m&tlct of time end labour 
to tow the carcase in-shore, after the mighty monster has 
heea conquered. 

Th^ carcase of the whale is usually stranded at hi^ 
water, when the blubber is cut off. The oil is then tried 
out on the ^t, and when a sufficient quantity is collected. 
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or the season is ended, a small cnSt comes round from one 
of the principel ports for it. 

In some cases, the prc^ts of these whaling establish- 
ments are con^derable. The men employed are paid by 
" the lay," or more plainly speaking, by shares of the oil 
tak^; the proprietor of the stati(Xi finding boats, gear, 
utensils, and provisioas : the oil is always taken by him at 
a certain price, E^reed upon before the season commences. 
One station seldom has less than three boats, each of 
which requires not less than seven hands: many carry 
eight, the latter being the usual number among South 
Seamen, llie haipooner, or headsman, and steersman, are 
always entitled to a much larger share than the rest of the 
crew, who are merely required to pull at their oars, under 
direction. A good headsman not unfrequently earas Ui a 
season £150; but the employment whilst it lasts is 
severe, and attended with considerable danger. 

The number and extent of these fisheries, have of 
late years, like every thing else in this island, decreased ; 
they are not carried on with the same enterprise and 
enesgy as formerly, although it is considered that the 
wbales visit the a>ast m as large numbers as at any 
previous period. Owing to this want of sfarit, many of 
the best headsmra of the island have left it and proceeded 
to Sydn^, where they have engaged themselves in the sea- 
gomg whale vessels of that port. 

There are several whaling vessels also belon^g to 
Hobart Town and Launceston merchants; hut in these 
there has likewise been a falling off. 

The quantity of oil and whalebone exported Snan 
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Hobart Towd alone, m the year 1834, exceeded £53,700 

in rEdue, whilst in 1846 it did not amount to £46,000. 

The sea-going whale trade, more especially in the 
Pacific, is yearly pasung more and more out of the hands 
of England into those of the Americans and FVendi ; 
more eq>ecially the former, whose craft now swarm in 
every hay on <he north-west coast of America, around the 
shor^ of Japan and amidst the thousand islands of the 
Pacific. This bong the case, exertion should be made by 
tile British Gov^nment to foster and extend this branch 
of trade among the Australian colonies, whose natural 
position is so advantageous for whaling. The shore as 
¥rdl as the sea fisheries should be promoted, as they are, 
like the others, a fine school for seamen and for such of 
tiie native youths, of white parents, as display a taste 
and desire for a seafaring life. 

Hobart Town undoubtedly might be made the nucleus 
of a flourishing and extensive whaUng trade ; the splendid 
estuary of the Derwent presents a harbour unsurpassed, 
and of easy entrance, and all the necessary provisions 
could be procured there much cheaper than in Great 
Britab, and the gear and other stores at a small advance 
on home prices. 

Ships would not be compelled to remain, as they do 
now, three and four years absent from their port ; the 
distance from the fishing-grounds being incon^derabl^ 
they could at least annuaQy return to port, the time 
coDsiuned by such a course being smaQ. AH London 
whalers, and indeed English vessels from any of the home 
ports, are equipped for a voyage of at least three years, 
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wfaicb if unsuccessful, is often extended to an extra year. 
During a whaling voyage, in order to preserve the health 
of the crews, vessels call at the various islands of the 
Pacific for fresh provisions, and thus become liable to 
frequent desertion amongst their hands. Sailors dislike 
cxti'miely bng voyages, and if the cniise is not successful, 
the postponement of the completion of their engagement, 
and the consciousness of having little money to take when 
the voyage is over — for most whalers are paid by " lay" or 
shares — act as positive inducements to seamen to leave 
their ships. Moreover, the beauty of the Pacific Islands, 
the ease with which life is supported there, and the loose 
and seducing manners of the Aboriginal women all t^d to 
weaken the' fidelity of a crew. 

Few vessels return to England, after a South Sea 
whaling voyage, with one third or even one fourth of the 
same crew they took out with them. These desertions are 
always the cause of embarrassment, often of severe loss 
and the total failure of a voyage. A ship cannot carry on 
her operations without a proper number of seamen 
accustomed to whaling ; but they have in some cases to 
take their chance with natives and men of every kind and 
condition, whom they pick up at one port or other, to 
r^lace those they have lost Amongst the South Sea 
Istands and the Patufic, every description of white men is to 
be met with, whose profession is on the sea ; the escaped 
convict is also common, and even the wretdi from the 
penal settlements, who has braved the dangers of the ocean 
for weeks in a frail open boat. Some are domiciled and 
have lived for years amongst the Aborigines, whilst others 
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only leave a ship for a. " spree," and eagage in the next 
that presents itself. 

Desertion, and consequent failure of a whaling Toyage, 
would be in a great measure obviated by ships being fitted 
out from the AustralkiD ports, into which they could 
return annually ; if only to remain a short time, in case of 
not having been successful in their trip. The Australian 
youth are generally attached to a sea life, and numbers are 
at present aigaged as headmen and boat-steerers in the 
vessels belonging to Sydney. An annual return to their 
native land and a run for a short time ott shore, would be 
quite suflu»ent to prevent desertion amoi^t the idands, 
if the treatmrait on board were good. There would be 
another preventive against the desertion of this class, in 
case they left ihek vessel, and afterwards returned to 
Sydney, the parties connected with the fitting out of the 
ship would be on the spot to punish them, by causing 
them to be Inought before a m^:istrate and imprisoned. 

In whatever light the whaling trade of these colonies is 
viewed, it only bec(»nes more apparent that it should be 
fostovd, promoted and protected by ev^ means in the 
power of the British Government. 
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FXNAL OniBTION — BTATIgnCB OV TBS GOMVICT 7OFVLATI0N OP 

TUI disman'b i^nd— fsobatiom ststbh^-circdi^k ob thb 

SOTHRKOR AS TO VHBTHXK IT BS ADTIBABJ.B THAT TBANSPOBTA- 

TlOir BHOnLS CBABE — OPINIONS OF THB COI>ONISTS ORB AT 

HBBTUra AT HOBART TOWN — THB COLONIAL OfPIOB. 

Thbbe is one question in connection mth Van Dieman'a 
Land of vital importance to Great Britain, and peculiarly 
interestii^ to all claGses of the community. Since 1839, 
transportation to New South Wales and its dependencies 
has totally ceased; and all the convicts deported have 
been forwarded to this island ; which is a(»ordingly inti- 
mity connected with penal disci{^e and the punishment 
of crime in C^^at Britain. 

The pro|;res9ing dvilizatioQ of mankind has bad the 
effect, of late years, of attracting much attention toi prison 
diadpline, and the general punishment of offenders; 
and TariouB experiments, of a mild character, have been 
tried in the hope of having a henefidal and refi>rmatory 
effect on the character of these erring cluldren of 
humanity, whom it has been necessary to remove front 
their fetherland. 
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Previous to 1839, in New South Wales, as wcH as 
in Van Dieman's Land, it was usual, in order to lighten 
the burden of the Executive and assist the free population, 
to assign convicts to such as applied for them ; but the 
crudty of some masters — the convict htiiag subject to 
their every whim and lancy, and punishable by the lash 
in case of disobedience — ultimately led to the abolition 
of the system ; and in Van Dieman's Land, then become 
the sole receptacle of Britain's convicts, another course with 
r^ard to them was adopted. 

This was a system of probation, under which the 
punishment of the convicts gradually diminishes, until 
freedom is the result of good conduct. By the Grovem- 
ment, this course was divided into six parts, viz — 

1st Subjecting the convict to a preliminary seclusion, 
with a view, not only to punishment, but to his acquiring 
the knowledge and habits which might qualify him for the 
disdiarge of the duties of his penal state. 

2Dd. Tranution through various stages of punishment 
of gradually decreasing severity. 

3rd. Dependance of the degree of transition in each 
case on the meritorious or inoffensive behaviour of the 
convict. 

4th. Further reward of signally good conduct, by 
such a relaxation of the convict's penal discipline as 
might be compatible with his continuance in it, and 
by the more ready admission of his claims to pardon; 
the rule being reversed in cases of misconduct. 

5th. Facihty for early adjudication on a convict's 
dainas, whether to indulgence or a pardon, by a journal 
or record, punctually kept, of bis course and habits oC 
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life, in the form of a numerical account ; or, more plainly 
speaking, by debiting him with 30 many marks for 
bad, and crediting him with so many for good 
conduct. 

6tb. The subjecting every convict, from the com- 
mencement to the dose (^ his probationary career, to a 
systematic course of religious, moral, and industrial 
education. 

Before entering into an account of the Probation 
System and its results, it maybe as well to remark, that 
when probation was adopted, assignment not only ceased, but 
idl convicts already assigned, were withdrawn and subjected 
to the new plan of proceeding. The system has now 
been in force for several years, and the result not meeting 
with the approbation of a large body of the Van Iceman's 
Land community, they loudly protested against its con- 
tinuance. They asserted, not only that it was a failure, 
considravd as a means of the reformation of the convict, 
but that it bad the effect of corrupting the entire commu- 
nity, from the privilege the convict population possessed of 
mixing with the free, and the mildness of the restraint 
exerdsed over them. 

The Home Government also has been anything but 
satisfied with the working of the Probation System. No 
doubt the prindple on which it was founded was much 
to be commended; but then what appears faultless in 
theory, is often found impracticable in its execution. The 
following shows the number and condition of the 
convict population in Van IMeman's Land on the 1st. 
of April, 1847. 

Total number of convicts landed in Van Dieman's Land 

VOL II. B 
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cH- its depeodeDtdes betweeo the 1st of January 1831, and 
the 3Ut of Maroh, 1847, 43,343, being 

Males . 36,818 

Femalea . . 6,625 

The number undergoing sentence in April 1847. was 
30,846, viz., 

Main ■ 26,268 

Females . 4,678 

The males include 1,815 at ^t period in Noriolk 
Island, but likely soon to be removed fivm thence to Van 
Dieman's Land. 

It was estimated that all the female convicts, during the 
course of the Probation System, would become pass-hold^^ 
previous to October 1847, and as such, capable of 
employing their labour, during good conduct, for their own 
benefit. 

The number of ticket-of-leave-holders in April 1847, 
was, males 7,013, females 1,493 ; of pass-holders in service 
at the same period, males 9,156, females 1,887 ; and of 
pass-holders awaidng hire, males 2,004, females 1 26. 

It was calculated in the colony that, under ordinary 
circumstances, during the Probation System, about 2,000 
of the male pass-holders will annually become eligible to 
hold ticJ£ets-of -leave ; and that nearly the whole o( the 
present ticket-of-leeve bidders will obtain conditional 
pardons, or will have become free by having completed 
their allotted term of servitude, about the middle of 1851. 

The followii^ is the Offioal Return, showing the 
number of convicts, male and female, who arrived at 
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Van IMeman's Land from the Ist of January 1831, to 
theSUtof March 1847. 







Number of 


Number of 




e yew 1831 


Males 


Femides 


C<niTictE airived during th 


1901 


340 






1882 


12S2 


149 






1833 


2362 


300 






1834 


1380 


ISl 






1835 


2194 


399 






1836 


2248 


317 






1837 


1434 


113 






1838 


1940 


284 






1839 


1139 


302 






1840 


1181 


184 






1841 


2682 


806 






1842 


4839 


681 






1843 


3043 


684 






1844 


4332 


644 






1845 


2761 


606 






1846 


1714 


355 


FtomJ 


iniury Ist to Man 


hSl, 1847 


436 


320 



From the Returns of the Van IMeman's Land Convict 
Department, it appears that the followiag was the position 
of the convicts in Van Dienaao's Land, and at Norfolk 
Isbud Penal Settlement, on the 1st of March, 1847- 
"niis return forcibly elucidates the prepress of the Probation 



Number of fint convicta under probation in gaog 

I, of second coDvicts under probation at Port Arthur . 
„ of first convicts under punishment sentence . 
„ of second txmvicts under punishment sentence at 
Port Arthur . . . . ■ 

„ of first convicts at Ncwfblk Island 
„ of second convicts at Norfolk Island 
„ of pass-holders awaiting hire at stations or at the 
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Number of pass-holders in private service . . . 9156 

of ticket-of-leave holders .... 7013 

„ in gaols ...... 139 

„ in hospitals ^d at invalid party. New Norfollc 

PlaioH ...... 424 

Total number of males 26,268 



Number under probation on board the Anson 
„ under punishment sentence 
„ at depdt awuting hire 
„ who holds lickets-of-leave . 

of pass-holders in private service 

in gaols 
„ in hospitals 



Id the Hobart Town Government Gazette, May 4th, 
1847, the following returns appear. 

CONVICT DEPARTMENT. 
Comptroller- General's Office, 3rd May, 1847. 
The Lieutenant-Governor has directed the following 
returns, in reference to the convict population, to be 
published for general information, in addition to those 
published previously. 

(Signed) J. S. Hampton, 

Co U PTROLL B B-Ob N EKA L . 

No. 1. 

Return showing the supfJy of pass-holders' labour, 
furnished by the Convict . Department during the years 
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1845 and 1846; the surjJus labour on the hands of the 
Government at the expiration of each year ; and the amount 
absorhed during each year. 

1845. 

PsM-holderB on the hands of the Oovenunent on the Ist of 

January, 1845, awaiting service . . 2100 

Pass-holders emerged Iroro probadon gangs during the 

year ...... 4956 

Total arailable for (private) service in the year 1845 . . 7056 

SurpluB on the hands of the Ooremment, 31st of Dec., 1845 326S 

Total number absorbed in 1845 .... 3788 



Fa>e>holdeTS on the hands of the Ooremmeiit on the 1st of 

January, 1846, arakble for service . 3268 

Pass-holders emerged from gang during 1846 . . 3608 

Total available for (private) service in the year 1846 . 6876 

Surplus on the hands of the Qovemment on the 31st of 

December, 1846 ..... 2004 

Total number absorbed in 1846 .... 4872 

No. 2. 

Return showing the supply of pass-holder labour that 
will be available, xmder ordinary circttmstances, during 
the years 1847, 1848, and 1849, commencing 1st of 
January, 1847. 
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1847. 

pBM-hoIden awaiting service on the lat of January . 2025 

PaiB-holdera who will emerge from gong ■ 2614 

Totalavailable for (private) MCTioe in the year 1647. . 4639 

1848. 
Pau-holders who will emerge from gang • ^^ 

1849. 

PasB-holders who will emerge from gang . . 561 

Estimated expenditure of the Convict Service ofVsa 
Dieman's Land for the year 1847 — 8. 

1 ALLowjjTcta. 





6,069 U 




15,857 6 


Mak priBonen' eitabli«hment 


8,386 1 




2,395 10 


Female hiring dep6ta 


293 4 


„ bctoiies and houaea of correction 


1,425 4 


In&nt Asylum .... 


267 16 


Queen's Orphan Schools . 


1,756 12 


Viaiting magistrates 


2,258 17 


Medical department 


9,178 5 


Marine department .... 


3,044 1 

6.786 

789 16 


x^cDoi BeEtiemeufcp cosv furuiur 


Establishment for Religious Instruction 


6,456 9 


Retired allowances .... 


S59 




1,275 6 
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Fieiul lettlement, Norfolk Island 
MiaoellBneoaa 



CONTIIiaBNGlXS. 



7,847 U 
699 13 



£70,145 6 



Comptroller-GeiKral'B department . 


810 


Female &ctorice and honaes of coirection 


36 12 


In&ntAaylnm .... 


190 




460 


Ordnance seoicea 


6,500 


Miacellaneoua .... 


33,050 


RafioM of provisions 


78,637 17 



Total contingencieB . 

Total ularies and money allowances . 



Grand total 



119.644 9 
70,145 6 



£189,789 15 4 



The Ktraordioary disproportion of the sexes in these 
returns will be at once remarked, — 26,268 males to 
4,578 females, or about one female to every six males. 
The position of the free population is aot such as to neu- 
tralize the effect of this disproportion ; the free males v&y 
much surpass in number the free females, and their joint 
number little exceeds that of the prison population. The 
writer has no opportunity of stating the relative numbers, 
as no census of the free population of Van Dieman's 
lAod has been taken for the last seven years. According 
to the last census, the free inhabitants amounted to 37,088 ; 
but it is admitted on all hands that they have been de- 
creased by euoigration, smce that date, and that now they 
very little, if at all, outnumber the convicts. In conse- 
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queoce of the large supply of probation labour, and its 
comparative cheapness, as to the number employed, if not 
to the work they execute, free labour is very scarce in the 
island, the neighbouring colonies attracting all such as are 
not retained by ties of property, position, or duty. 

The pass-holder is in a lower stage of probation than 
the ticket-of-leave-holder. The former is retained in a gang, 
or dep6t, until he is employed ; whereas, the latter is at 
liberty to go whither he pleases within a certfun district ; 
but the pass-holder has the advantage, in the event of not 
being employed, of being supported by the Executive until 
he is so ; whereas, the ticket-of-leave-holder is lefl to shift 
for himself as he best can, being, however, under sur- 
veillance, that he may not leave the island. The average 
wages of the pass-holder are £9 per annum, of the ticket- 
of'Ieave-holder £12, for the same period. Of course, there 
are many of the latter class maimed, blind, or otherwise 
helpless, who find it impossible to procure employment ; 
yet, when the period of their privilege arrives, they are 
thrown on their own hands to make out a living by 
begging, or stealing, if all other means foil. Scores of 
such infest Hobart Town, who are not permitted to go out 
of the colony until they obtain their perfect freedom; 
whereas, if permission were accorded to them, such is the 
want of labour in Australia Felix and New South Wales, 
that they might in all probability make themselves usefiil 
there, and be ^le to support themselves honestly as shep* 
herds, instead of being, as they now are, an incubus. 
The female convicts, on thdr first arrival in the colony, are 
placed in a recuring ship (the 'Anson') in the Derwent, 
near Hobart Town, where they remain in probation, until 
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their conduct appears to warraDt their being transferred to 
service. The usual term of probation in the ' Anson ' is 
six months, during which time the female is taught 
washing, sewing, straw-bonnet making, and other like 
employments thai may be of benefit to her in after-life. 
The well-conducted probationer, at the end of six months, 
is eligible for hiring. If any are refractory whilst in Uiis 
state, they are sent for punishment to the female factory at 
the Cascades, from whence, as soon as the term of punish- 
ment is completed, they are returned to the ' Anson,' to 
finish their probation. When once hired from the ' Anson,' 
they return no more to it ; if they leave their situations, 
when again eligible for hiring, they are transferred to a 
dep6t, at a place called the Brickfields, where they remain 
comparatively idle, until once more hired. The general 
wi^;es for these women are £9 per annum. On hiring, 
an agreement is drawn up between master and servant, 
under the supervision of the authorities, which binds the 
employer to give ten days' notice of his intention to 
dissolve the agreement, or to pay ten days' wages. If the 
servant commits a crime, a warning, of course, is not 
necessary ; as then the law, if appealed to, removes her at 
once. When the female convict leaves the ' Anson ' for 
service, she is in the position of a pass-holder, becoming 
entitled to a ticket-of-leave under the grudual operation of 
the Probation System. Whilst a pass-holder, the Executive 
supports her, if out of employment ; and if she have 
diUdren, provides for them in the Orphtm House ; but 
once she obtains her ticket, her chfldren are withdrawn 
from the Orphan House, and she is completely thrown on 
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her own resources, but she is Dot permitted to leave the 
country. 

Whilst in private service, the pess-holding woman is 
entitled to leave of absence every Sunday, in order to 
afford her, if she thinks fit, an opportunity of attending 
divine service ; once a month ^e is also allowed a day's 
leave, for the purpose of purchasing such articles as she 
may require. In case of sickness, the master is obliged to 
support his servant, and provide her with medical attend- 
ance, or pay two shillings a day at the hospital for her. 
These rules extend to the males, who, as well as the 
females, are not required, when in service, to wear any dis- 
tinctive dress, such as they do in Government barracks. 

The male convict, before becoming a pass-holder, has, 
in all cases, to undergo a period of probatitm, which is 
either carried out at Norfolk Island, Port Arthur, or in 
road gangs throughout Van IHeman's Land. Tliere are 
three classes of pass-holders ; the last only are entitled to 
receive the full amount of the wt^es for whidi they are 
hired ; from being third class pass-holders, the next step 
is to the possession of a ticket-of-leave, when they become 
their own masters, with this exertion, that they are not 
pennltted to leave the island. 

A proportion of the wages of the first and second ciassea 
of pass-holders, male and female, is paid over to the 
Government to defray, in part, the expense of maintaining 
them when out of employment. Since the suppression of 
the assignment system, fioggmg has been abolished, and 
the male convicts are punished either by solitaiy confine- 
ment, working on the roads, or transportation to the pNial 



izecy Google 



PROPOSED DISCONTINOANCE OF THANSPOETATION. 59 

settlements of Norfolk Island and Port Arthur, where the 
treatment is much more severe tban elsewhere. In case 
of bad conduct, or of positive crime, the consequent punish- 
ment of the offender by a sentence has not the effect of 
d^^rading him ; after the expiration of the punishment, he 
is reinstated in precisely the same position he previoudy 
occupied. This, of course, renders all minor punishments 
comparatively light to the offender. 

No pass-holder of any class, male or female, can be 
compelled to accept service, and sign an agreement for 
more than one month, and for less than £9 per annum 
wages. 

Hob carrying out of this system must, of course, largely 
depend upon the officers of the Executive to whom it is 
intrusted ; and the hypocrisy, or pretended penitence of 
the convict, or the favouri^m of the superior, must 
materially aid in the eariier possession of privil^es, and 
the acquisition of freedom. 

In the spring of the year, 1847, Sir WiUiam Denison, 
die lieutenant-Govemor of Van Dieman's Land, addressed 
a circular to the various Police Magistrates and Ministers 
of Region throughout the island, callmg for an expresaon 
of opinion as to whether it was " desirable that the trans- 
portation of convicts to this i^and (Van Dieman's Land) 
should cease altogeth^." This circular set the whcJe 
colony in a ferment ; pubfic meetings were held, addresses 
and petitions voted, and committees a{q>ointed ; which, on 
the one hand, strenuously urged the discontinuance of 
transportation, and pointed out the immorality and vice 
caused by it ; and, on the other, as energetically insisted 
on its continuance, and protested that ruin must iiallow to 
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all in the colony, if it were deprived of its only source of 
labour, the " transportation system." From one end of 
the island to the other, every free person of means or 
station engaged himself as an advocate on ooe or the other 
side — all considering it as a question which vitally interested 
them and their children. Yet, although divided in opinion 
as to the main tact, whether it were " advisable transporta- 
tion should cease," all were agreed that the " probation 
system," as a scheme having for its object the reformation 
of the convict population, had proved an utter fdlure ; and 
urged a return to the assignment system, or the adoption 
of a different plan. 

The discussion of the question led to much acrimony 
and personal invectives on both sides; the press threw 
open its columns to the combatants, in order to afford all 
an opportunity of ^ving their opinions. Two of the <dd 
established journals adopted the side of the question in 
favour of transportation, and one or two more were es- 
tablished avowedly to advocate this view of it Among a 
population so strangely constituted as that of Van Dieman's 
Land, it may readily be believed that strange scenes arose 
out of the public discussion of the transportation question, 
and instances even occurred of persons of wealth, who were 
opposed to the continuance of the system, coming forward 
and avowing that they had been contaminated by colli»on 
and assocnation with the convicts. 

While one party invoked the aid of the moral feehng 
and consideration of the Government, to protect themsdves 
and their children from the contamination which they 
asserted was spread over the length and breadth of the 
land, producing vice and crime of the most appalling de- 
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scription; their opponents predicted ruin to the colony, 
and an inabflity, in the end, to cornpete in the grain 
market with the neighbouring colonies, at the same time 
ridiculing the pretensions of the anti-transportationbts to 
morality, or virtue. One of the incidents to which human 
nature is subject, is a gradu^ diminution of the horror of 
vice and crime, when day after day they are brought into 
contact with us. It is, therefore, not surprising in a country 
where, at least, one-half of the population are convicts, and 
many of the free have been so, that habit to crime 
should produce callousness towards It in some ; but it may 
perhaps be a subject of wonder that it could ever excite a 
desire in others to aid and protect it. 

Nothing can more strongly exemplify the generality and 
extent of demoralisation, than the open and unblushing 
defence of the convict system that then took place, and the 
attribution of crime, not to the convict, but to the free 
colonist; thus actually elevating the criminal above those 
who had never been convicted by a jury of their country- 
men. The following extract is from a Van Dieman's Land 
journal, the Cornwall Chronicle, of April 29tb, 1847; 
and its extraordinary character must assuredly give the 
reader a strange notion of a community that would pab'o- 
nise and applaud such saitiments and ideas. It is headed, 

"CONTAMINATION AND POLLUTION. 
"Those persons who have dared to denominate the 
colonists for expressing their sentiments in fevour of the 
continuation of transportation, poQutionists, shall render a 
fearful retribution. We wiU hold their pretensions up to 
public stTutiny — ^lay bare their characters — tuiii them 
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inside out, and let the world judge tbeir qualificatiotu. 
FVam the highest to the meanest of them, they are 
black sheep. The greater Dumber of them have, by their 
conduct] entuled the mercantile di^;raoe on the colony, 
under which it at present suffers ; and they would entitle 
themsdves to the brand of eternal infamy, by selling their 
country to profit themselves ; but a stronger arm than 
thdrs prevails. 

"Meantime, we ask the wretched traducers on what 
data they affix the contaminatioD of the colonists ? 

" Is it in the number of places of worship erected in 
various puts of this town ? Is it in the multiplicity of 
preachers and laymen ? Is it in the large muster of con- 
gregatioos? 

" In this town are twelve places for public worship, 
affiirding aocommodatioD for the entire population ! Id 
the whole world we defy a similar instance to be found. 
The populaticm of the town* is about 3,500. The twelve 
places of public worship will accommodate 3,600, inde- 
pendent of the church at the &ctory. We repeat, that in 
aD England such aa instance is not to be found, of a town 
comprising a population of 3,500 souls, furoishiag accom- 
modation in places of public worship for the whole of 
them at one sitting. Is this a ]»oof of the contamination 
of the free population by the convict ? Are our scientific 
societies and valuable institutions a proof of it ? Is it a 
jiroof ci convict contamination that the inhabitants suf^rt 
the Horticultural Gardens — the In&nt School — the libra- 
ries — the Schools of Industry — the Sunday and day 

* Launceaton and ite tuburiw. 
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schools — the Mechaaics' Institute —the Dorcaa and Lying-in 
Sode^ — the Benevolent Society — St. John's Hospital, and 
various other valuable public institutioas ? Are diese a 
proof of convict contamiiutioQ ? 

'* Ask ColoDel Bloomfidd and the officers of the 11th 
R^ment, who are strangers amongst us, and gentlemen ; 
— ask those gentlemen if they witnessed, in the ball which 
they attended on Friday eveniag last, where 300 persons 
of both sexes, promiscuously met from all parts of the 
country — ask them, we say, if they witnessed any 
symptoms of convict contamination. We are disgusted 
with the cant raised about convict contaminatioD ; — the 
contamination does not rest with the convict population. 
If contamination is to be dreaded, it is from tome of the 
free, who bemg radically and naturally impure, have 
countenanced those only in the community, 1^0 are as bad 
as tbemsdves. The midnight flitta-— the runaway 
murderer and embezzler, and the burglar, have been 
welcomed in our community, even under assumed names 
— have been received with open arms and jalaced in 
situatione of trust, to the disgust of men of honesty and 
correct feeling ; the man who has raised up an epbem^Bl 
reputation as a merchant on the consignments of the 
English shipper, and swindled every body who trusted him, 
has in this town been countenanced and applauded ; he has 
been treated as men of honesty only should be treated — as 
a gentleman ; not as he deserved — as a swindler ! But 
we have do more space at present. In our next numbM* 
we shall conliDue the subject, and declare a few truths — 
unpal^able though they be." 

Such is an average samfde of many of the [m>ductions 
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of that portion of the press, who advocated the CoDvicts' 
TransportatioD, foisting in their desire to protect the 
system, that such articles tend in effect to iden^ them in 
prindple with the convicts themselves. 

It is plunly apparent, that since 1840, the convict 
system has had the effect of driving thousands of the free 
population out of the island ; in fiict, at the present time, as 
they become free, the greater portion of able-bodied men 
who have been convicts, leave the cobny. So great is the 
want of labour in Australia Felix, that all such as desire it 
are provided with free passages from Hobart Town and 
Launceston, to Port Phillip. As free labour only receives 
at the utmost fifteen to sixteen pounds a year, it is not 
likely that any person who can help it will remain, when 
he can get twice that sum in Port Phillip. 

It is sad to see any considerable proportion of a commu- 
nity, so callous to the contamination of large masses of 
convicts — thousands of whom have passed through the 
probation gangs of Norfolk Island and Port Arthur — as to 
advocate the continuance of a system, which must inevita- 
bly have the effect of demoralizing their children, if not 
themselves. There are, however, several advocates for the 
continuance of transportation to their adopted land, whose 
characters stand above suspicion ; but this only tends to 
^ow how much, even in these, habit lessens the horror of 
associating with the criminal. 

The writer does not think he can better develope the 
arguments of this class of [>ersons, than by ^ving in full, 
the answer of the Rev. M. Martin, a dergyman of the 
colony of high character, to the circular of His Excellency 
the Governor. The letter is addressed to the Secretary of 
the colony. 
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Ezton, April 30, 1847. 

"Sir, 

" I have the honour to acknowledge the rempt of your 
letter of April 27th, in which you indose to me a printed 
paper purporting to be ' A Series of Questions on the 
subject of IVansportation,' which you are directed, by his 
Excellency the lieutenant-Govemor, to lay before me, with 
a view to my returning such answers to them as I may be 
able. 

" To the first question : whether I consider it ' desirable 
that the transportation of convicts to this country should 
cease altogether,* I answer without any besitation, that I 

DO NOT. 

" In the observations appended to the above questions 
by bis Excellency, various suggestions are thrown out as to 
the considerations by whidi the person, whose opinion is 
requh^d, should be influenced, in forming his judgment on 
the subject, and framing his reply to it ; but nothing like 
an intimation is given of any wish on the part of his Ex- 
cellency, that the grounds on which the judgment has been 
come to, whether those suggested by his Excellency or 
others, should be assigned. In fitct, it would seem that all 
that is vranted is a plain answer to the question — yes or no 
— framed on the considerations suggested by his Excel- 
lency. I trust, however, that I shaQ not be thought 
presuming, if I take the liberty of detailing my views upon 
ibe subject, so ftr as they influence me in making my reply 
to the question. 

" There are but two reasons, as far as I can see, why it 
can be considered ' desirable that the transportation of 
convicts to this country should cease altogether :' either, 

VOL. 11. T 
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first, that we no longer require their services ; or, sec<Hidly, 
though we might require their services, that the moral 
contamiDatioD arising from their presence is so great an 
evil, as to be by no means counterbalanced by those services. 
"As to the first point, 'that we do not require the 
services of convicts,* it might be supposed that little 
need be said. It appears that, between January I, 1831, 
and March 31, 1847, very nearly 36,000 male convicts 
have been landed on tbe shores of this island. And yet 
at this present moment there is 'an actual scardty of 
labour.' I say this on personal experience. I am myself 
at this present time requiring the services of free or ticket- 
of-leave men, and cannot get them. Eveiy person I 
converse with on the subject says the same. Whilst the 
few men who do occasionally offer themselves for hire are 
demanding advance of wages. It seems, indeed, that 
there are about 2000 men for hire in the dep6ts. Why, 
it may be said, if labourers are wanted, are they not hired ? 
I answer, not because they are not wanted, but because 
' they are not worth having.' Every useful man at a hiring 
depdt, is drawn off as soon as he gets in. Those who 
remain are such as are either unable or unwilling to work. 
I entertain not the shadow of a doubt, that if the 2000 
men now in the dep&ts were worth having as useful farm 
servants, they would every one be engaged within a month. 
Almost every ship that s£uls from Van IHeman's Land to 
the neighbouring colonies carries away some labourers; 
and how is tbe deficiency thus caused m the number of 
our work-people to be made up ? 

" It is true, a certain number of convicts, now under 
probation, will periodically become available for hire, aod 
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for a time will fill up the gap; but when that supply 
ceases, as it must do in a few years, if transportation ceases, 
we shall be totally at a stand for want of labourers. It 
perhaps may be said, that when the stigma of this being a 
convict country is removed, we shall have an ample immi- 
gration mto it of free persons. I doubt the fact Why 
should they come here in such numbers ? They do not 
go to the other colonies in numbers sufficient to supply the 
demand for labour. If then, into those colonies, to which 
convicto never have been sent, emigrants do not flock, why 
should they flock here ? What has the stigma of convicts 
ism to do with the subject ? Nothing. Those who do 
emigrate from Great Britain to the other colonies rather 
than to this, do so, for the most part, as I concave, because 
labour is in more demand there, and wages are consequently 
higher there than here. 

"A few years ago, when wages did happen to be high 
in Van Dieman's Land, numbers eageriy flocked into the 
country from England, and we never heard in those days 
of any number of persons being deterred from coming 
because it was a convict colony. So long as the sphit of 
emigration was in force, as many came here, as have since, 
under similar circumstances, gone to oth^ colonies. The 
reason why we had not as many as we wanted, was the 
same that prevents other colonies now from getting as 
many as they want, namely, the distance of the country 
from Eng^d, and consequent expense of passage. But 
if the stigma of convictism tells against us, how com^ it 
that the settlers in the neighhourii^ colonies hold out 
every possible inducement to our convicts, as soon as they 
beoome free by servitude, or obtain conditional pardons, to 
P 2 
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pass over to them ? What mean those numerous adver- 
tisements of ' free passages,' with occasionally the additional 
enticing oiFer of ' provisions on the voyage,' to such as will 
go, if their presence in a country is so great an evil ? 

" The fact is, the colonies on the other side of Bass's Straits 
hardly could have been kept in existence — certainly never 
could have prospered as they have — but for the assistance 
they have derived from the labours — certainly of some free 
persons — hut chiefly of the emancipated convicts who have 
passed over thither. In feet, the convicts have been the 
making of those colonies, as they were originally the making 
of this. Nor can I think that we are arrived at that state 
that we can afford willingly to consent to a concession of 
the system. Still the demand for labour on the other side 
of the Straits is made, and is likely to contanue, whilst we 
are little able to spare it ; and should transportation cease, 
the result would he, that we should in a short time be 
drained of our labour ; and finally this colony, and the other 
colonies, would be on the same footing ; that is, equally 
wanting labour, and equally unable to get it. The idea that 
an extensive immigration would take place, is a mere 
chimera : the expense of the voyage not only prevents 
labourers coming at their own charges, but likewise pre- 
vents us from bringing them here to any large and effectual 
extent. 

" Under these circumstances, the consequence would be, 
that the price of labour would simultaneously rise in all the 
colonies ; and probably to such an extent as almost to 
paralyse all agricultural operations. The large 6ock-owners 
on the extensive pastures of New Holland might not so 
serioudy feel the pressure ; but in Van Dieman's Land, 
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which is essentiaUy the agricultural colony in this part of 
the world, the result would he most disastrous. 

" The pnce of com, as it has ranged for the last two or 
three years, seems likely to be the average standard value 
of it ; at least I see no reason to think it will he higher. 
At the present price, though low, it has been grown, and 
can be grown, to a profit ; but if the rate of wages be 
materially advanced, I fear it cannot. At present our 
export of corn is nearly equal in value, I believe, to that 
of our wool, and therefore' ought to be cou^dered of great 
importance. 

" As far as we are particularly interested in this matter, 
it should also be well remembered that land applied to 
cultivation has, in almost every case, to be redfumed from 
heavily timbered forests, at great cost ; whilst at Port 
Phillip and in Australia, the mere erection of a fence to 
keep ofiF cattle, at once g^ves to our neighbours their land 
ready for the plough. How, then, with dear labour, can 
we compete witii them? 

" As &r then as the question uf labour goes, I come 
decidedly to the coDclusioo, that it is not desiraUe that 
convicts should no longer be sent here. It remuns to be 
considered whether ' the moral contamination arising from 
their presence is so great an evil as to he by no means 
counterbalanced by their services. 

" On this head, I must candidly say that I do not at all 
entertain the apprehension of moral mischief arising neces- 
sarily fix>m th^ presence in the community. Evils of this 
sort arise chiefly to a community from the influence of bad 
example in the higher orders infecting those below them. 
But I never heard it advanced {lail of late in ^is country) 
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that the bad morals of the lower ranks infected the higher. 
We are but where we would be if transportation were put 
a stop to — that is, in a moral point of view. Suppose 
the convicts as bad as you please, their example only 
operates amongst themselves ; whilst those above them 
are in no danger of contamination. INd we ever hear of 
any persons objecting to hire in London, or any great dty, 
because there were congregated in it a vast number of the 
most d^raded and vicious of the hiunan race? The 
curse, indeed, of the propinquity of such a class of p^vons, 
might at times excite a feeling of horror and disgust, but 
could hardly give rise to a fear of contamination ; nor do I 
see that any such effect has been produced in this colony. 
It has always been a convict country. Are the free people 
in it apparently contaminated by the presence of convicts? 
. It did not seem so to our late Governor, Sir John Franklin, 
who willingly and openly represented us to the Home 
Government as a community in every respect as religious 
and as moral as could anywhere be met with. I have not 
the means of quoting his exact words; but I believe I 
have exacdy conveyed the sentiment. The truth is, that 
little or nothing of such a chai;ge against the coDvictism of 
the cotmtty has been msed till within a late period ; that is, 
since the Probation System was adopted. It is true this 
system has excited the universal disgtat of the whole 
free population. Its total inefficiency for the end proposed 
from it, and its tendency to encourage crime and vice to a 
most odious degree, — even so as to bring it, if not under 
the eye, yet to the knowledge of the whole community, — 
has led them to feel that horror of convictism at large, 
which should be confined to that particular system of it 
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wbicb has been exhibited before them, and experimetited 
upon, so fatally and ineffiaeatly, for the last few years. 

"To the second question, 'What number of convicts trans- 
p(nted to the colony would be adequate to the wants of the 
country, to keep up a proper supply of labour ?' my answer 
ia short, and founded on his Excellency's statement. His 
Excellency says that, ' should the market for labour re- 
main in its present state, the supply of men's labour wiD, 
in all probability, be diminished by about 3,000 men 
annually for the next two years.' Concurring in the 
opinion that there will be such an emigration, and con- 
sideriDg the present scarcity of labour, I think we should 
require an introduction, at least, of men to the same 
amount — ^viz., 3,000 umually for two years, and in sub- 
sequent yeais as many as may be required to maintain our 
present numbers. In answmng his Excellency's third 
question, namely, ' what alteration in the r^^atioDS 
respecting the hiring of pass-holders is desirable ?' I must 
confess I approach the subject with much diffidence ; as I 
feel it easier to point out what I think faults in a system, 
than to surest satisfactoiy modes of correcting them. I 
shall, however, venture respectfiilly to suggest a few con- 
siderations. In the first place, as r^;ards the moral and 
religious improvement of the convicts, I totally object to 
^ system of congregating them, as at present, in large 
bodies ; where, notwithstanding any good regulations that 
nucy be adopted, and any assistance from religious m- 
structors that may be provided, I consider they will be 
made worse rather than bettw. Moral evil, like an infec- 
tious disease, spreads rapidly. The influence of bad 
example, of which there must necessarily be much in su(^ 
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ft body of men, will be more effective in drawiag the less 
depraved into greater depths of wickedness, than the casual 
display of any good qualities of an individual vrill be to 
entice a wicked comrade to a better course of conduct : 
whilst the labours of the most zealous teacher of religion 
win seldom, if evw, do more than make a number of hypo- 
critical pretenders to religion. And, X believe, those who 
assume that mark are generally the very worst in the whole 
mass. 

" In my opinion, the first step towards mending the 
characters of the convicts, is, to b^n with making tiiem 
useful memb«9 of the community they are destined to live 
in. Teach the convict habits of industry. Teach him to 
earn, and, if possible, to have pleasure in earning his own 
living. When he has got so far, he wiH probably see the 
wisdom of being honest. At all events, if not honest at 
heart, hs will put on the garb of honesty, and act on principles 
of honestyin his outward conduct, and in his dealings and in- 
tercourse with his neighbours. If you get him no further, at 
least you make him harmless, if not what I propose, oamely, 
a useful memberof the community; and it is by no means im- 
probable that in many cases a real reformation of life and 
charactermaybe theresult. I suspect many instances mightbe 
found, to exemplify my views, from among those who were 
sent out under the old Assignment System. As &r as I have 
had an opportunity of judging, I do not see the same 
prospect under the Rvbation System. I should therdbre 
say deddedly that, on the arrival of the convict in the 
colony, he should as soon as possible be transferred to the 
srarice of the settler ; where, as I conceive, there is the 
best chance of the end I propose being attained. 
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"As to the method of managing convicts in private 
service, there are considerable difficulties. There is one 
point, however, on which I have a very deraded opinion. 
In whatever way, or under whatever cnrcumstances, a 
convict is placed in the service of a settler, I think he 
ought 00 DO account to have the power of terminating his 
MTvice tin he obtdns his ticket-of-leave. The only grouod 
for claiming a removal from his service, should be, alleged 
improper treatment on the part of his master, and this 
charge should of course be substantiated before the proper 
authorities. The knowledge that he can leave bis service, 
has a necessary tendency to keep the mind of the convict 
servant in an unsettled state ; and prevents his steadily 
endeavouring to learn his business, acquire a good 
cboracter, and ^ve satisiaction to his employer. 

" I here submit, but with all due deference, that, of late 
years, the usual indulgence of a ticket-of-Ieave appears to 
have been granted almost as a matter of course, and 
without sufficient reference to character. The same may 
be said of conditional pardons. A good character from 
the employer should be considered essential to the obtain- 
ing of the indulgence; though the master should be 
required, if called upon, to show why, in any case, he 
refuses to give a favourable testimonial. 

" As to wages, if it be thought proper ^at the convict 
servant should have them paid in money, then I think he 
ought to have ^e privilege of spending that money as be 
pleases; — this however, with some limitation. As to the 
amount of wages, I should fix no limit, but leave the 
servant to make his own baj^n. As to the time of 
payment, I would by no means have it monthly, but at the 
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end of every year. This regulatioD would act as a salutary 
check, inasmuch as it would afford an opportunity of 
muIctiDg him of his wages, or any portion of them, in any 
case where, Id the opinion of a magistrate, his idlraess or 
n^ligent and wilfiil injury of |m>perty might render sut^ 
a course expedient. During the first year, the master 
should be priril^ed, and in case of necessity compeQed,*to 
provide the servant with dothing, bedding, and other 
requisites, to be charged for at a reasonable rate, as a set- 
off ^aiiMt 1^ wigVB-at ib^ eoil of the year. I have parti- 
cularly mentioDed beddii^, because I think that, if the 
convict recdves wages, he should provide his own bedding 
as free men and ticket-of-leave men do. The plan of 
providing the convict servant with bedding at the expense 
of ^e master, as is at present required, leads to negligent 
and often wilful destruction of property. 

" The same reasoning will apply to medical attendance^ 
The master should have the privilege of char^g the 
money psid to the doctor against the wages. Much abuse 
is likely to arise from pursuing a contrary course. A man 
may fogn illness, or in some trifling indisposition desire to 
have medical attendance, which a master is unwilling to 
rdFiise, for fear that the illness may be serious ; in which 
case his conduct would be characterised as unkind, if not 
worse. When a man has to pay his own doctor's bill, be 
will never incur the liability without real cause. On the 
other hand, when a convict servant refuses to work on die 
alleged ground of acknts^ but will not seek medical 
advice, the master ought to have power to call in a medicd 
man, and charge the fee and medidne against the wages. 
Id fine, wiUi the exception of a few trifling regulations of 
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the kind above-mentioDeii, and perhaps a &w others with 
respect to fiscqiline that might be recommended, I think 
that convicU, if tiiey are to receive money-wages, should, 
when once in service, be treated as ticket-of-leave men 
are. 

** Having now brought my reply to the QuBBtions of his 
ExcetlffliGy to a conclusion, I shall only add that, so ^tmt 
has been my dislike to the r^iikUions for hiring probation 
passholden, I have never, from the time of the estab- 
lishment of the ^tem to the present day, had a single 
man of that class on my &rming establishment, having 
effected all my operations with free or ticket-of-leave men. 
But if a system, conducted on prinajdes sudi as I have 
advocated in the latter part of my answer to his Excel- 
lenqr's Questions, vere adopted, I should be most glad to 
avail myself of the opportunity of obtaining labour on siich 
tnrns. — I have the honour to be, sir, your most obedient 
serruit, 

" S&MUBL Martin." 

Strange, that a good and pious Minister of the Gospel 
could he found to advance the proposition that, " Suppose 
the convicts as bad as you please, their example only 
operates amongst themselves; whilst those above them 
are in no danger of contamination !" Certainly, this is 
strange reasoning, more especially when it is applied to 
the convicts in Van EKeman's Land. Such, at present, 
is the position of the labour-market there, that of necessity, 
the domestic servants, male and female, are almost exdu- 
avely pass-holders, or ticket-of-leave holders ; to whom is 
committed the care of children. And so, these being the 
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children of their masters, they are not exposed to 
contamination ! What must ^e in&ot mind first hecome 
cognizant of, surrounded by crime and vice, and when 
it is most accessible to impression ? It is not the humble 
prayer, or the moral duty, the convict will inculcate, nor 
obedience and submission to the parent ; for in bondage, 
the convict's vety spirit and heart rebel against submission 
and duty. No ! the hitter curse, or drunken blasphemy 
is what most likely will salute the child's ear ; or tales 
of fetherland connected with the career of the relator, 
disclose the broad path of vice to the hearer, blossomed 
over with its delusive, but enticing snares. Enter a 
house occupied by convict servants, or even the lower 
class of free persons, who have been convicts, in Van 
Dieman's Land ; and around the 6re, when the hours of 
labour are over, nothing is to he heard hut anecdotes 
and tales, all of the same stamp — the criminal exploits 
of the speaker, and their adventures in the chain-gangs 
or penal settlements. What can more strongly tend to 
demoralise and contaminate all around, more e^iecially 
the young ? but so used have many of the inhabitants of 
this colony become to these things, from daily hearing 
and seeing what passes, that they have actually lost 
the due perception of vice, which is, in their minds, 
almost elevated to comparative virtue. The spirit of 
morality, if not dead amongst them, at least sleepeth ! 

Churches, chapels, and meeting houses, all erected with 
Government aid, and whose ministers are in receipt of 
a yearly stipend from the Elxecutive, are no true indication 
of the virtue and morality of a population ; nor is even 
attendance at these to be accounted a sign, for all convicts 
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are either cotnpeUed or expected to frequent on Sunday 
some place of prayer, the particular one being lefl to 
their own choice. Never, in the worst days of the 
Assignment System, was the extent of rice and crime 
half so great in Van Dieman's Land as at present ; but 
to open an account of its detdls, would be to present 
humanity in such a shape as would far surpass all 
comprehension of what is understood by the word, crime, 
in Great Britain. 

What pen could describe, or what words portray, the 
frenzied, maddening excitement of guilt amongst the 
gangs of Norfolk Island and Fort Arthur? Well 
indeed might a former Chief Justice of New South Wales 
say, that he would prefer death by fire, or in any shape, 
to a sentence to Norfolk Island ! At the penal settle- 
ments, many overseers and persons engaged in the 
management and control of the convicts fall victims, 
from time to time, to the ferocity of these people, and 
are murdered ; but detection of the perpetrators of these 
deeds of blood sddom follows. But not only on those 
placed over them is the fury of these wretches expended ; 
they tear, crush and mu^te the bodies of their very 
comrades, and revel in the infliction of additional torture 
on those around them. And yet, after a term of probation, 
these demons are removed to the milder probation gangs, 
and, in process of time, become pass-holders and hired 
servants amongst the families of Van Dieman's Land, 
where they inculcate the appalling lessons learned at the 
penal settlements, to such of their fellow-servants as have 
had the good fortune to escape these fearful places. 

the character of eroplojmnent in Van Dieman's Land, 
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and tbe occupatiOQ of the iohabitaiits, are mudi more 
likely to engender and extend vice and crime, than the 
condition of the convicts formerly in New South Wales. 
In the latter country, tlie greater niunber of conTicts who 
were formerly in private assignment, were employed in 
shepherding, hut-keeping, or looking after stock. The 
stations in the interior were far apart, and consequently 
prevented that extensive association of the convicts with 
one another : much of their time was spent in solitude ; 
the shepherd following his sheep over hill and plain, and 
the hut-keeper alone attending to the duties of the 
station. Reflection not unfi-equently was the result of 
this loneliness, and amendment folkiwed, if a cruel master 
did not, by the infliction of the lash, brutalize his un- 
fortunate servant and render him insensible to all human 
feeling. Id Van Dieman's Land, pastoral pursuits beii^ 
less extensive than in New South Wales, and the popula- 
tion mudi more employed in ugrimilture, of necessity, 
numbers of convict servants are drawn hither who are 
likewise in the vicinity of other forms, where more of 
their fellows are. It seldom happens but that amongst 
these, there are some Norfolk Islanders or Port Arthur 
gentlemen, and the lessons of such soon tend to extinguish 
any ray of right feeling, or virtue, that may have remained 
in the breasts <^ their companions. 

So shamelessly — so openly indeed — is crime spoken of 
and gloried in by these wretches, that the author has, in 
numberless instances, been the unwillii^ auditor of 
relations that, were he to dettul them, would make the 
blood run cold. The presence of their masters and 
superiors, under the existing system, is such a slight 
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check upon them, ^t th^ seldom regard it at aB ; and 
if ^ken to on the subject, insolence is the certain 
consequence. Under the Assignment System, inst^ce 
and neglect of work were sevffl«ly punishable, but now 
they constitute no offence : a master cw only return his 
servant to the Government after a certain term, by giving 
notice of his intention to dissolve the agretsnent, and this 
b attended with so much trouble, and, in many cases, 
actual loss, by the theft of the servant when about to 
leave his place, that it is seldom resorted to except in 
cases of absolute necessity. It is weQ for Van Dieman*s 
Liand, that all her inhabitants are not so sunk in vice, 
as to be uncoi^ous or r^pardless of convict contami- 
nation. 

lie following is the petition to the Queen, of a large 
number of them. 

The parents' petition of Van Dieman's Land, against 
the coiUinuance of tranapoTtation to that island, exten- 
nvely signed for presentation to Her Majesty the Queen, 
by numbers of all classes. 

" Sheweth : — 

"That, according to the last census, taken by order 
of the L^;islature of Van Dieman's Land, thwe were 
37,088 free mhabitanta; of these 12,946 were under 
fourteen years of age. 

" That, according to a recent statement published in the 
Government Gazette, signed 1^ J. S. Hampton, Comp- 
troller-General, the number of prisoners of the Crown 
now in Van Dieman's Land, or whose immediate arrival 
may be expected, amounts to 30,846. 
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"That, of this large number, the greater part have 
passed through the corrupting iofluence of the Probation 
Gangs, or have been exposed to the awful demoralization 
known to prevail at Norfolk Island. 

" That these p^-soos, as the terras of their probation 
expire, are transferred to private service and become 
eli^ble for every kind of occupation, and are continually 
and necessarily brought into contact with persons of 
tender age. 

"That in the year 1839, transportation to New South 
Wales, which colony had previously received the greater 
proportion of convicts, was altogether discontinued, and 
Van Dieman's Land from thenceforth became, and has, up 
to this time, continued the sole receptade of convicts from 
all parts of the British empire ; so that between the years 
1841 and 1847, there have arrived 23,800 prisoners of 
the Crown, of whom only 4,076 vtere females. 

" That your petitioners are persuaded that no vigilance 
or careful instruction can be expected to counteract the 
mischievous and contammatii^ influence of convict ex- 
ample on the rising generation ; that from their eariiest 
infancy they are liable to witness scenes of demoralization, 
and frequent instances of profligacy, profaneness, and 
d^radatioD. 

" That your petitioners feel that their silent acquiescence 
in the continuance of transportation would be di^;raceful 
to their character, cruelly unjust to their children, and 
deserve the detestation of the British nation. 

"That, coDstr^ned by every obligation of duty and 
affection, th^ lay bdbre your Majesty the melancholy 
condition and prospects of the youthful population, and 
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they implore the interpositioD of your authority, to the end 
that transportation to this island may for ever cease." 

Then follow the numerous signatures. 

It is to be hoped that this petition will have the desired 
effect, and that the preseat system will for ever cease ; for 
ooe so iraught with evil results, not only to the iababitaots 
of Van Diemaa's Land, but to the convicts themselves in 
their still further demoralization, could scarcely be framed. 
And yet, the originators of the system were men eminent 
for humanity, and for their anxiety to amend and reform 
the erring children of Britain. The great and strongest 
argument used by the island advocates for the continuance 
of transportation, is the injury that will be done to their 
adopted land, by its being cut off from the source whence 
was heretofore obtained the chief part of the available 
labour. They proceed to point out, that Van Dieman's 
Land, unlike the other Austndian colonies, is, in a great 
measure, an agritailtural country, and that a large portion 
of the exports consists of grain and other like produce. 
Tlie chief part of these is sent to the neighbouring 
colonies, in whose markets cheap labour will alone enable 
them to compete, for soil and climate are there almost as 
fiivourable to (^culture as in Van Dieman's Land. The 
total number of convicts of every class in private employ- 
ment in the island, conrasted in April, 1847, to 19,649 
persons : of these, the ticket-of-leave holders were 8,506, 
who received on an average £12 per annum wages, which, 
.mduding both sexes, is but half what they would earn in 
Australia Felbc ; thus showing a saving to Van Dieman's 
Land of £1 2 per head, or in the aggr^ate £104,072. 

The pass-holders in private service, numbering, males 

VOL. II. a 
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and females, 11,043, only receive on an average £9 per 
annum, which would leave a difference of £15 each, between 
these persons and the wi^es paid in Australia Felix, which 
collectively would amount to £165,645; thus, the with- 
drawal of all dasses of convicts from private employment, 
would cause an apparent loss to the settlers of Van 
Dieman'sLand of £269,717; for no free labourer could 
be expected to remain in the island at a lower rate of 
wages than is obtainable in the neighbouring colonies, 
espedally when we take into account the many facilities for 
proceeding thither. 

But these figures must not be taken as coadusive ; there 
are many items to be added to the mere wages of the con- 
vict : — there is his support in hospital, the amount of bis 
peculations which enable him to carouse with his com- 
panions, the loss consequent on attending police offices and 
Goveramenl depdts, and many other items, which would 
not have to be taken into account with free labourers. By 
those best acquunted with the colony, the sum set down 
under these heads would make an addition of, at least, 
£6 per head per annum to the wages of the convict. 
But then, above all, tiiere is the small amount of labour 
convict servants perform. In shepherding, stock-keepiug, and 
such occupations, the manual labour is nothing to speak of, 
so that in these employments the difference between a free 
servant and convict is not of much importance ; but the 
larger number of the servants of Van Diemaa's Land are 
engaged in agriculture, where manual labour is everything. 
Conscious of the difference between their wages and those 
receivable by the hundreds they see monthly leaving for 
the adjacent colonies, the convict servants will not 
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perform a fair day's work, or anything like the amount of 
labour a free man would get through. Then, the 
habits of indolence they acquire in the Probation 
Grangs, and the conscioiisn^s of b^ing under coercion ; — 
prisoners, if not slaves for the time being — they work with 
a yoke about them. Thus, when the amount of the pri- 
soners' labour, with the itenis to be added for theft, &c., 
are taken into consideration with the wages paid them, 
they are not, if at all, relatively cheaper than free men, 
even at £24 per annum. Personal inquiry, and the known 
conclusions of some of the most extensive settlers in Van 
Dieman's Land, satisfy the writer on this point, viz. : that 
although the wages paid to convict servants are apparently 
low, yet in reality they are as high, in proportion to the 
work they execute, as that paid to free persons in the 
neighbouring colonies. But, although convict transporta- 
tioa might cease, it is do necessary consequence that the 
convicts at present in private service would be at once 
withdrawn, and that free labour would be procured to 
supply their place. This is so far from being a likely case, 
thai, according to returns of the Executive, an annual 
supply of labour, for some time to come, will be provided 
from amongst those now directly under Government in 
the gangs at Port Arthur, or Norfolk Island, which will 
in part, if not eatirely, fill the vacancy of those who, from 
time to time, may become free. 

The consequence of the cessation of transportation would 
be gradual, not sudden ; and its results on the j)rosperity 
of the colony could not be ascertained for years. 

Certain it is, that the island cannot flatter itself on its 
success during the past few years, even in a pecuniary point 
G 2 
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of view. Many of its best and most useful inbabitaDts are 
month after month leaving the colony, and its towns now 
do not number as many fi«e inhabitants as they did in 
1840. Whilst the population in New South Wales is 
computed to double itsdf in seven years, that of Van 
Dieman's Land has, within the same period, decreased. 
In the year ending March, 1847, 4,519 free persons left 
the island ; actually more than the number who, in that 
year, had become free. Many of these, no doubt, were 
persons who had only just acquired their liberty ; but they 
were the best and most valuable of this class, — the healthy, 
young, and strong. If the tide of emigradon were to con- 
tinue for a few years to this extent, the entire free popula- 
tion would desert the island, the ri(di would not remain to 
have their children demoralized by the contaminatioD 
around, and the poor would depart, as they now do, from 
a place where they are subjected to the competition in the 
labour market of persons who are of necessity confined to 
the island. So fully aware have the more respectable por- 
tion of the inhabitants become of the evils of transportation, 
as it is at present conducted, that they have come forward, 
boldly and strenuously, and urged its abandonment ; and, 
as the matter is of so much importance, the author is 
induced to give a condensed account of a great meeting at 
Hobart Town, held for the purpose of adopting a petition 
on the subject to the House of Commons. The account 
is taken frvm the "Launceston E^zaminer," May 8, 
1847. 
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TRANSPORTATION— GREAT PUBLIC MEETING, 
HOBART TOWN. 

" The public meeting to consider the questioD whether 
TransportatioD should be coutiaued to this colony, was 
held this day, at one o'dock, in the City Theatre. 

" For some time past, the advocates of Transportation 
have been busily engaged in disseminating all manner of 
fictions calculated to holster up their cause ; in abusing the 
friends of morality ; in placarding the walls of the city with 
flaming addresses ; and, worst of all, trying to exdte the 
hatred and ill-will of those, who, by honest industry and 
propriety of conduct, have blotted out their past errors, 
against that large portion of respectable dtizens who were 
known to advocate the abolition of transportation. The 
latter, constnous of high and holy purposes, and of the 
strength of a good catise, treated the inventions and mea- 
sures of a faction with silent contempt ; they felt that the 
day was coming when the citizens of Hobart Town would 
record, in a public manner, their judgment of the great 
question before them, and io that judgment they confided. 
Their expectations have not been disappointed ; for the first 
resolution submitted to the meeting, — ' That Transports^ 
tion to this Colony be abolished at once and for ever,' — 
was carried triumphantly by an overwhelming majority. 

"The Sheriff opened the meeting by requesting the 
appointment of a ch^man, and A. F. Kemp, Esq., was 
called to this office amidst loud cheers. 

" He expressed his sense of the responsible situation to 
which he had been called, and expressed his hope that all 
speakers would he listened to with patience and quietness. 
He was about to say a few words in explanation of his own 
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views, but was iDtemipted by Mr. Stewart (the attorney), 
one of the pro-transportatioD party, who objected to any 
remarks being offered by the chairman. Several of the 
same party joined in the damour, and the chairman, to 
avoid further delay, with his usual good humour wuved 
his right. 

" R. Jacomb, Esq., moved the first resolution. This 
gentleman asked whether the colony was to remtun the 
siok-hole of the empire, and proved in a most satisfactory 
manner that do monetary advantage is derived from the 
presence of the prisoner. He stated that last year the 
commissariat expenditure was £189,000, but from this 
had to be deducted £40,000 paid for meat imported from 
Port Phillip. Moreover, that last year £62,000 customs' 
duties had been paid by the colonists for articles which, 
when imported into New South Wales, would have cost 
our neighbours only £30,000 duty ; the additional £32,000 
levied upon us being required simply in consequence of the 
presence of prisoners. The speaker established hia po^ti<Hi 
fully, by referring to the loss of the land fund and other 
monetary disadvantages; and by showing tliat not the 
whole sum expended by the commissariat, but only the 
profit thereon, oi^ht to be taken as a benefit derived by 
the colony. Considering the low rate at which tenders 
were generally taken, he thought that profit to be no more 
than 10 per cent; and the calculation would therefore 
stand thus: — commissariat expenditure £189,000, deduct 
for meat imported from Port Phillip, £40,000 ; leaving 
£149,000, or 10 per cent, profit; £14,900 gun to the 
colony. On the other hand, the cobny loses £32,000 by 
additional custom dues as shown above, and suffers from 
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numerous depredations, &c. The speaker was loudly 
cheered. 

" Dr. Officer seconded the resolution. He said he had 
never before spoken at a public political meeting, and had 
always shunned the excitement incident to such assem- 
blages ; but the {H«sent occasion was too important to the 
future wdfare of the colonists at lai^ and of his own 
family, for him to remun silent. Though he coveted not 
the feme of posterity, yet he was not inclined to let his 
name, in after-ages, be branded with infamy, as one who, 
in the how of need, had deserted the best interests of the 
c(Jony. He deprecated the means which had been em- 
ployed by the pro-transportation party, to create ill-feeling 
between the free colonist emigrants, and those who had 
r^uned their position in society by good conduct ; for the 
latter he had always harboured the best of feelings ; yea, 
he had never ceased to consider those whose errors and 
oflfeoces had brought them here, as brethren, for whose 
moral and temporal welfare he was bound to care. But 
he could not shut his eyes to the vast amount of vice and 
crime found in the colony, in consequence of transportation. 
The experiments of reform had all failed, and had proved 
equally injurious to the bond and free. After referring to 
history for proof, that the prosperity of communities cannot 
exist without a large share of morality, he concluded a 
most eloquait speech, too long to record more fully, by 
secoudiog the resolution, and retired amid long-continued 
cheers. 

"Joseph Allport, Esq., supported the resolution in a very 
able manner. He elucidated the moral deterioration ooot^ 
sioned to the free by the position of the prisoner in relation 
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to them ; the hardness of heart occasioned by the habitual 
sight and clank of the chain. He referred to the large 
salaries paid to our Government officers, m consequence of 
the presence of the prisoner ; to the improper manner we 
were governed, because we vtere dented free institutions, 
and the control of our own affairs, in consequence of the 
presence of prisoners. He was anxious that the colonists 
should he unanimous. He begged to remind the meeting, 
that the question was, in feet, transportation and proba- 
tionism, or no b^nsportation. If we called for transporta- 
tion, the Colonial Office would care little for our clamour 
about probationism ; they would continue their reform 
experiments until every free man was driven out of the 
colony. Loud acclamations followed his speech. 

" When the ch^rman was about to put the resolution to 
the meeting, T. Y. Lowes, Esq., came forward to move an 
amendment. He said that, not being in the habit of 
speaking at public meetings, he bad written his speech, and 
intended to read it. This was objected to by many 
persons as opposed to the general usage of public assem- 
blies. The pro-transportation party, however, damoured 
for the speech to be read ; and after creating much distur* 
bance, the chairman interposed 1^ putting it to the meet- 
ing, whether they woul3 dlow Mr. Lowes to read his 
speech. This being negatived, Mr. Lowes simply read the 
amendment, which was to the effect, that though many 
evils are suffBred by the colonists, from the presence of 
prisonas, yet that it is expedient to continue transpor- 
tation until our prosperity is more fully secured. 

"T. Macdowell, Esq. rose, not to second the amendment, 
which he disapproved, but to propose one himself, viz. — 
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That transportation be contJDued under a modified system. 
He b^o his address by calling in question Dr. Officer's 
assertion that he had nerer spoken at a political public 
meeting. This observation eUcited the disapprobation of 
the meeting, manifested by loud hisses. After the cb»t^ 
man had appeased the storm, and Mr. Macdowell's voice 
became again audible, he attacked Mr. Allport, and this 
proceeding was also resented by the meeting, which 
refused to hear more from a gentleman who had appa- 
rently only come there to create division. However, Mr. 
M'Lachlan bterposed, and obtained a hearing for Mr. 
Macdowell, who then complained of unfair play. He did 
not see that the morality of the colony had deteriorated, 
and referred to the quiet state of Hobart Town, to the 
number of public schools and other institutions of this 
character, to prove the contrary. He said that he pro- 
posed that no probationer should be allowed to be assigned 
in the towns. — (Mr. R. Kermode " Nor in the country I" 
Loud cheers). He said he would prove that the propor- 
tion of the number of prisoners compared to the iree had 
been exaggo^ted. Some observation fivm the gallery 
interrupted the speaker, who said that it was of no use for 
him to address the meeting, as he was certain they bad 
come there prejudiced. 

"Mr. Carter then came forward, and complained of 
unfair play, and proposed an amendment, to the effect, 
that the meeting adjourn to this day week. 

" This was seconded by E. Macdowell, Esq., hut on 
being put to the meeting was lost by an overwhelming 
minority. 

" The Chairman then put the original resolution, viz., 
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' That transportatioD be abolished,' which was carried 
amid the joyful acclamations of the vast assembly. 

" F. Smith, Esq., proposed the excellent petiUoo (which 
we insert below) drawn up by Mr. Ktcium. It prays 
that transportation be abolished — that 12,000 free emi- 
grants be sent to the colony at the expense of the English 
Government, and that the land fund be restored. This 
and the other resolutions, advocated by Messrs. Gregson, 
M'Lachlan, W. S. Sharland, and some mechanics, were 
all carried by large majorities, only a few hands being held 
up ag^nst them. 

"Thanks were then voted to the chairmwi. — Three 
cheers for the Queen closed this important meetiug ; 
and although his Excellency has hmted that he intends 
to pay more attention to the opinions of individuals 
than to t^Dse of public assemblies, he may rest assured 
that the citizens of Hobart Town will take means to main 
the opinions there expressed heard." 

THE PETITION. 

" To the Honourable the Commons of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland in Parliament as- 
sembled : 

"The humble petition of the Free Colonists of Van 
Dieman's Land, in public meeting assembled — 

" Shewbth — 

"That in the month of January, 1846, a Petition 
from this Colony vras presented to your Honourable 
House, complaining of the overwhelming numbers of 
convicts sent by the English Government to Van 
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DiemaD's Land; showiDg that upwards of 16,000 bad 
beea introduced within foiir years ; that the Colonists 
were compeOed by the GoTemment to pay the whole 
expense of the Police, Gaols, and Courts of Law em> 
ployed in the coercion and control of aH these criminals, 
wbile the Crown Lands in the Colony had been rendered 
unsaleaU^ and the I^tid Fund was dimiaishing, and 
calling the attentiou of your Honourable House to the 
great increase of crime — the depravity of the convicts, 
caused by the probation system — ^pointing out that if 
that system were continued, it must drive out the free 
inhabitants — and praying for ao immediate diminution 
of the Dumber of convicts — fcH* the adoption of better 
means for tb^ moral and social improvement — ^for relief 
to the coloaists from the heavy expenses unjustly forced 
upon them under the convict system, and for the gradual 
and total abohtion of transportation to Van Dieman's 
Land. 

" That it was publicly admitted by the English Govern- 
ment that the complaints of the colonists in this Petition 
had not been exaggerated. 

"That, in the correspondence between the Colonial 
Office and the Treasuiy upon the subject brought under 
the notice of your Honourable House by this Petition, the 
necessity of affording relief to Van Iceman's Iiand was 
declared to be ui^ut ; it was admitted that the value 
of our lands was depreciated by the new convict system ; 
that the effect of that system was to deter onigrants from 
settHng Id the colony; and the injustice of extorting taxes 
from the colonists to pay the expense of managing all the 
convicts of England was characterised as a burden *ex- 
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ceeding a capitadon tax of 20s. per annum on every free 
colonist in the island,' as ' a charge unexampled in any 
other society living under constitutional Government. * 

" That in a despatch from the Colonial Office to the 
Lieutenant-Governor it was promised, as some measure of 
rdief, that her Majesty would establish a new colony, to be 
called North Australia, for the reception of convicts ; and it 
was further promised that £24,000 a-year, being two-thirds 
of the estimated expense of gaols and police, should be con- 
tributed by the British Treasury. 

" That, inadequate as this contribution evidently was, 
when it was known that from 1840 to 1845 the colony 
had paid £199,038 for the expense of police and gaols 
alone, and upwards of £39,000 more for the judicial es- 
tablishments which are employed principally in trying 
English convicts for crimes committed m the colony, the 
last published return showing that of 135 convictions 
before the Supreme Court, 131 were those of convicts — 
yet the British Government, as a consideration for their 
payment of £24,000 a-year towards the police, took from 
us the land fund, which was our own property, which we 
had possessed for ten years, and which New South Wales 
and the other Austrahan colonies still possess; and the 
land fund was thus taken, although, during the five years 
we have mentioned and up to the present time, the English 
Government have refused to allow the convicts within the 
island to be emjdoyed in any public work for the benefit o^ 
the colony, except on payment of w^es to the English 
Commissariat from the colonial revenue, which they knew 
was exhausted. 

" That, nevolheless, as our case was under consideration 
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aod the justice of our remonstrances was admitted, we 
hoped for some fiirther relief, and we looked forward with 
confideuce to at least the aholitiou of the ProbatioD Gang 
System, which had been proved to be worse than any 
system of transportation that preceded it, and to a stop 
being put to the furth^ influx of convicts to Van Dieman's 
Land. 

" That our hopes were increased by an intimation from 
the Cdonial Office that transportation to this colony 
would be suspended for two years, and by the appointment 
of the Governor and several subordinate officers of the new 
colony of North Australia. 

" That, in the month of August last we petitioned your 
Honourable House for a Representative Assembly, showing 
that the expenditure of the colony was above £90,000 
a-year, (exclusive of the expense of the police and gaols) 
while that of South Australia, with a population, equal to 
more than one-half of the free inhabitants of this colony, 
was under £23,000, — that an important branch of our 
internal trade had been suppressed by the local Government 
to support the Revenue, — that this was openly avowed, — 
that a debt of £111,000 had been incurred within two 
years and a half, — that our Legislature (nominated by 
the Crown) had itself declared in 1840 that we could 
bear no further taxation, — that in tbe &ce of this 
declaration new taxes had been subsequently imposed on 
us, — that the expenditure of our Revenue was concealed 
not only from the public, but from some of the members 
of the L^slative Council themselves, — and that the 
Executive Government had exercised the power of 
borrowing money on their own authority, — had publicly 
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asserted their right so to do, — had refused to account 
for the expenditure of the money thus borrowed, and 
had obtained a majority of the Legislative Council to vote 
for its repayment out of the taxes. 

" That the statemeots and complaints made in this 
petition were declared by the British Government to have 
been sustained ; and, as we had again complained of the 
transportation system, we were promised that the 
number of convicts in the island should be immediately 
diminished. 

" That we were thus led to believe that our hopes were 
about to be realized, — that not only would the probation 
system be swept away, but that the number of convicts 
in the island would be reduced as soon as possible ; that 
our expenditure would bo confined within some reasonable 
limits; that we should be permitted to use our own 
taxes for our own benefit, and that we should receire 
the constitutional benefit of a representative Govern- 
ment. 

" That we have now, with the deepest regret, to repre- 
sent to yoiu* Honourable House, that the measures that 
have been since adopted by the Govemment, have been in 
direct opposition to the pledges that were publicly given 
us. 

" That, although the allowance of £24,000 a-year towards 
the expense of the police and gaols was promised in Sep- 
tember, 1845, yet the tirst payment was not made until 
the present year, and not until it was ascertained that 
the British Commissariat made upwards of £3,000 a-year 
by selling coals to the inhabitants, and saved £24,470 
a-year in competing with the settlers, by cultivating grain 
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and depasturing sheep upon the very lands which belong to 
the colony, under our right to the land fund. 

" That as yet no retrenchment has been made in our 
civil expenditure; that the infamous system of keeping 
the convicts in gangs continues in full force ; that we are 
informed that orders have heen given to abandon the 
colony of North Australia ; that since the promise that 
transportation to this colony should be suspended for two 
years, and that the number of convicts in the Island should 
be diminished, 394 male convicts and 3 1 8 females have 
been sent from England, without the slightest explanation 
on the part of the authorities ; that within the last three 
weeks 36 convicts, some doubly and trebly convicted, have 
been sent hither from Sydney ; and, last and worst, that 
since the 3Ist of March last, 400 convicts have been 
tmiught to this colony from Norfolk Island, and the 
Government has given notice that the remainder, amounting 
to 1002, are to be immediately introduced. 

" TTiat, as respects our prayer for a Representative 
Assembly, the official answer of the Colonial Office is, that 
the Queen's Government are prepared to recommend to 
her Majesty a compliance with our petition, if it be found 
practicable to take the necessary securities against any con- 
sequent insubordination among the convicts, and so to 
arrange the details of the measure as to render the repre- 
sentation real, impartia], and effective ; and the Lieutenant* 
Governor is directed to send a full report upon the whole 
question. 

" That, while it is thus conceded that the colonists are in 
every respect qualified for a Representative Government, 
and entitled to it, the English authorities first force upon 
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us a mass of convicts, and refuse to diminish their number, 
and then refuse us an Elective Assembly, because the con- 
victs are in the island, whom they themselves sent, and 
whom they themselves compel to remain. 

" That the fear expressed by the Colonial Office, that 
the giving us a Representative Government may cause in- 
subordination among the convicts, is manifestly without 
reason, for it is we who, of all others, are most interested 
in maintaining proper subordination among them. 

" That there are at this time in the colony 26,268 male 
convicts, and 4,578 females; that of these male convicts 
upwards of 7,600 are in gangs, and of the females upwards 
Oi 1,000 are in factories, or gaols. 

" That this frightful statement will, as we fervently hope 
and trust, of itself prevail on your Honourable House to 
adopt immediate and decisive measures for our rdief, and 
for the benefit of the convicts themselves. 

" That as the Census Act was, in fiict, repealed by the 
ColonialActofthe31st of October, 1845, and no census has 
been taken since 1842, these numbers were not known to 
the colonists until April last, when they were published in 
the ' Gazette,' — and that they exceed by 4,000 the greatest 
number of convicts that ever were, at one time, in the 
large colony of New South Wales. 

" That in the year ending 3 1 st of March last, 2,65 1 free 
emigrants, and 1,868 other free inhabitants left this colony, 
making a total emigration of 4,519 free persons in one 
year, exclusive of children. 

" That, until last year, no register, as far as we know, 
was kept of those who left the colony ; but it was ascer- 
tained that, during the first half of the year 1845, 1,628 
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had df^»rted, and, looking at the proportion of children 
shewn by the census of 1842, we do not overrate the 
number who have abandoned Van DtemaD's Land ^ce 
1841, when we estimate it at no less than 12,000 free 



' " That of these, many were our best farming men, 
uid our best tradesmen and mechanics, who were driven 
from their occupations not only by tiie influx of criminals, 
but by the low rate of wages caused by the overflowing 
supply <tf the labour of convicts, not permitted to quit 
the colony, but allowed to wwk for themselves, and 
to compete with the free colonists, and supported by the 
government in idleness when they were out of wM-k, or 
not disposed to work. 

" That the colony bdng in the condition which we 
have described, with this <7owd of convicts, with the 
free cobnists thus driven out, at a time when it has 
become almost impossible to obtain a free mechanic or 
a free labourer, his Excellency has been directed by the 
Colonial Office to circulate among the colonists three 
queries, the Gist of which is, 'Do you consider it de- 
urable that the transportation of convicts to this colony 
shall cease altc^ether ?' the second asks, ' in what number 
convicts should be sent to this colony ?' and the third, 
* what improvement can be made in hhing the present 
probation convicts ?' 

"That these queries have been drculated with a view, 
as we believe, to the report which the Lieutenant-Governor 
has been directed to make, with reference to our claim to 
a RefH'vsentative Government. 

" That in the letter by which these queries are ac- 

TOL. II. u 
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companied, the colonists are told that the question whether 
transportation to Van Dieman's Laod shall or shall not 
continue, is altogether unconnected with other matters 
of public interest. 

"That the assertion that the transportation question' 
is unconnected with other matters of public interest is 
erroneouB ; and, coming from such authority, tends to 
mislead the colonists ; for the transportation question is 
inseparable from all our social, moral and political re- 
lations — ^from free emigration — ^from the price of labour 

— from our taxation and its ezpenditore — from the 
security of life and property — ^from the amount of crime 

— from the harassing duty thrown on the colonists 
as jurymen on the trials of convicts — from the expense 
of police and judicial estabUshments — from the restoration 
of our land fund — and hstly, by the declaration of the 
Colonial Office itself, it is inseparable from our daim 
to a Representative Government. 

"That apart frvm this, we protest against either the 
question of transportation or the question of our political 
freedom being made dependent upon the report or opinion 
of any individual, whatever his rank, experience, or talents 
may be; and — with every respect for the character of 
Sir WiDiam Denison — we especially protest against 
these great questions being made dependent upon the 
report of the Lieutenant-Governor, whose influence and 
patronage must necessarily be curtailed by the aboUtion 
of transportation, and the establishment of Representative 
Government. 

"That to continue fransportation to this colony, is 
to injure the fi'ee inhabitaots of every class, and to injure 
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the convicts themselves ; that we humhiy submit to 
your Honourable House that, with upwards of 30,000 
convicts ah'eady m the island, and with the free inha- 
bitants abandoning it every day, it cannot, and ought 
not to be a question whether traneportation to Van 
Dieman's Land shall or Bhall not be continued; that 
we do most solemnly protest against its continuaoce, and 
we pray your Honourable House that it may be abolished 
at once and for ever. 

" That we fiuther pray your Honourable House to 
grant us without delay a Represeotative Assembly, not 
only as a privilege of the utmost value to every com- 
munity, but as the only measure which can remedy the 
mis-government under which we have so long suffered, 
and which we humbly submit to your Honourable House 
is unexampled in any dependency of Great Britain ; for, 
afler we bad been by the act of Parliament of 1 828 deluded 
into the belief that witlun a few years we should have a 
R^resentative Government, in 1841 the whole convicts of 
the British empire were potoed upon us : we have been 
subjected to incessant depredatioa; oiu: taxes have been 
bcreased un^ even the officers of the Crown publicly 
declared they could nuse do more ; that taxation has been 
exhausted in police, gaols, and courts of law for the con- 
victs, and in maintaining a dvil establishment, of which 
two-thirds are required only for the management of the 
convicts — our land fund has been openly taken to pay 
the convict police — the free colonists have been driven out 
by thousands — and, while New South Wales, governed 
under the same act of Parliament with ourselves, obtained 
a Representative Assombly five years ago, we are denied 
I) 2 
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that privilege, because it is feared that by granliQg it the 
ronvlct system may poasibly be injured. 

" That although the neighbouring Australian colonies are 
aE free from these intolerable grievances, we yet sub- 
mit to your Honourable House, that the spectade of 
ihe degradatioa and oppres^on of Van Dieman's Land 
constantly before thdr eyes, and commented upon by 
their press, is calculated to lesson among them those 
sentiments of respect and attachment to the British 
Government which ought to be dimshed by all the 
coleoies of the empire. 

"That as the measures of the En^i^ Government 
have he&x the sole cause of driving out the free in- 
habitants, and as we have pud more than £200,000 
m five years for the management of English con- 
victs, we further pray your Honourable House that 
not less than 12,000 free emigrants may be sent to 
Van Dieman's Land at the expense of the English Trea- 
sury. 

"That we further pray that our land fund, which 
can be made productive vbeaa tran^nrtation ceases, may 
be restored to us, and that it may be plaood onder 
the control of the colony, in order to provide for future 
free immigration. 

" That in petitioning for this immigration at the expense 
of England, and for the restoration of our land fund, 
we do not appeal to the favour or indulgence which 
your Honourable House has on many occasions most 
wisely evinced towards English colonies, but to your 
sense of rectitude and justice — we do not ask you to 
do for us what has been done for Port Phillip, by 
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gjnring the settlers large estates almost gratuitotisly ; or 
for South Australia, by the payment of her public debt ; 
or for New Zealand, l^ advaucii^ mouey — we ask only 
your assistance towards repladng this colony in the 
position from which it was driven by the iO-advised 
and disastrous Convict System established by the English 
Government. 

"That on beh&lf of the convicts now in the island, 
we pray that the Probation System at once be abolished — 
that no ]H%tended improvements or modific^ons of it 
may be listened to — that measures may be taken to 
send out such of the wives and families of the convicts 
as may be willing to come — that the convict gangs may 
be Invken up — and that as the free emigrants arrive, 
the convicts and their families may be transferred to 
North Australia, or elsewhere, as may be found to be 
most for their benefit. 

"Tliat the expense of these measures cannot for a 
a mommt be weighed against the continuance of the 
convicts in their present condition, and that the enabling 
their wives and children to join them, as well as any 
other measures tending to their moral improvement, 
are but bare acts of justice towards tiiose who have 
been subjected to the pernicious and miserable Probation 
System. 

"That as respects those criminals who may hereafter 
require to be dealt with by the Bri^h Government, we 
humbly pray that no establishment whatever, with 
a view dther to their reformation or punishment may 
be permitted to exist elsewhere than in Ikig^and— rthat 
we abstain from any remark upon the detuls of the 
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present system, but whea we remind your HonouraUe 
House of the recent instances of misoianagement of 
the poor that hare occurred even in England, it must 
be seen that in a distant colony abuses to an endless 
extent may be committed with impunity. 

" That from the verbal communications which we un- 
derstand bare been made by the Right Honourable Se- 
cretary of State for the Colonies to his Excellency the 
Laeutenant-Goveraor, in September last, we stiU fed 
some d^ree of hope that our former prayer far a 
Representative Assembly may, before this time, have 
been granted; and if this anticipation shall turn out 
to be well founded, we shall be most thankM and 
grateful; but even if the privilege of an Elective Govern- 
ment has been conceded to us, we humbly trust that 
your Honourable House will not think the other im- 
portant subjects to which our present petition refers, 
unworthy of your consideration. 

" Your petitioners most humbly pray that tran^r- 
tation to Van Dieman's Land may be for ev^ 
aboUshed — that 12,000 free emigrants may be sent 
to this colony at the expense of the English Go- 
vernment — that our land fund may be restored — 
and that the measures which we have suggested, 
in reference to the convicts, or such other measursee 
as may ^pear to your Honourable House to be 
most conducive to tiieir wel&re, may be adopted. 
" And your petitioners will ever pray, &c." 

In this petition the colonists certainly make out a 
strong case, whidi, notwithstandii^ the opposition offered, 
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they resolved to set before the British Farliataent. But 
although the &cts adduced are such as ought to cause 
the cessatim of the obnoxious system, what an over- 
poweriag, what an oTenvhelming case could they not 
liare presented, if opening the records of ciime and 
its effects on society m the colony, they had laid bare 
the state of morality, and exposed the horrid and appalling 
realities of which they are cognizant I 

Whilst the colonists were thus publicly and privately 
endeavouring to preserve their adopted land, the attention 
of the British Government was drawn to the Penal System, 
by reports of the consequences of the Probation System 
that reached them from the t^dals of the cdloay. Such 
a state of matters as was represented, could not be 
permitted longer to. continue by any Christian Govern- 
ment; and Lord Grey, the Colonial Minister, announced 
in Parliament last session, the intention of the executive 
to discontinue the transportation of males to Van Die- 
man's Land, for the space of two years ; but as regarded 
females, still to send them thither, in order to promote 
an equalization of the sexes. Attempts, the Colonial 
IhliQister stated, were also to be made to amend the 
{vobation system, by enforcing a separate system of 
punishment in the colony; and emigration was to be 
promoted, m order " by the iniiision of wholesome blood, 
to remove, as lar as possible, the convict taint from the 
socie^." 

It is indeed mudi to be desired that Lord Grey's 
expressed intentions may be fulfilled : they will un- 
doubtedly tend to amend the evils which so notoriously 
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exist, and if canied out on a tai^ scale, will ullirofttdy 
effect the reformation bo much required. 

But, alaa, the promises of to-day, are too often forgotten 
ere the morrow ; or other Ministere with other ideas 
and opinions assume the reins of colonial government. 
Our colonial policy and penal diadf^ine, as at present 
conducted, are nothing else bat a series of eKperiments, 
projected by statesmen whose personal knowledge of ota* 
colonies is and must he, extremely limited. If on their 
aocesuon to office, they apply themselves with the greatest 
attention and diligence to their duties, in order to become 
well acqtUDted with them, and the condition of the countries 
they goT^n, yet they can scarcely be expected to acquire 
even a general and cursory acquaintance with r^ons 
which, " sweep the globe, and touch every shore," as 
the colonies of Great Bntdn do — brfore they are trans- 
ferred to some other high office in the State, w are 
obliged to reUaquiah power. If any real kno^edge of 
our colonies exist at the Colonial Office, it is amongst 
the subordinates, who only obtain it through the mass 
of official reports and despatches, which pass through 
their hands from the various Governors, not by seeing 
with their own eyes, and hearing with their own ears. 
On the second-hand inf(Hinatic»i supplied by these permns. 
Colonial Ministos must in a great measure depend, and 
irresponsible officers are in reality the magnates who 
sway the destinies of thousands, nay, millions of human 
bongs; — of colcMiies — in comparison with whudi Oeat 
Britain, as to ho* ^ctent, is a mere petty patch of 
soil — and whidi in distant ages henoe, wiU arise great 
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nations, powerful people, ofishoots of the Anglo-Saxon 
race. 

The pnwpexi^ and advancement of the colonies should 
be the greatest aim and end of England ; for each is 
a guarantee of her continued [MYiqieri^ and wealth. But 
Uto cdonists should be treated as brethren, and not as 
aliens ; they should be govemed with a jnst and tender 
hand, and l^islation and admimstration be in a great 
measure confided to them, where numbers and inteOigenoe 
desire the conoession. The lesson taught England l^ 
the United States, should hve for ever in the minds 
tsi her statesmen ; and the bitter feeling of Americans, 
engendered by wrong and injustice, should warn ^itain 
against alienating the affections of another lat^ con- 
gregation of her sul^ects, who by their enterprize and 
perseverance have opened up fertile sources of commwoe^ 
in r^ons that were before a waste. Perhaps, no Minister 
that ever presided over the Colonial Board, pa3rs more 
anxious attention to his duties than Lord Grey ; but 
man is not iniallible, the noble lord is compelled to 
arrive at his condusions upon the reports of othos, 
and in some instances his acts must be faulty. Cdlective 
wisdom legislates for Great Britain ; why should it not 
be so with her colonies ? In council there is wisdom, 
and out of the diversity of opinions knowledge is educed ; 
why might there not be constituted at the Colonial Office, 
a coundl, presided over by the Minister, without whose 
approbation no measure should be adopted, no v^ 
or confirmation passed upon the bills of the Colonial As- 
semblies sent home for approval ? 

This council should be composed of persons with a 
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personal knowledge of some one or many important 
colonies ; they should hold office permanectly, unless in 
case of misconduct. If they were removable by the 
Minister, then the object for which they were created would 
be lost ; for, liable to dismissal at the Minister's pleasure, 
tiiey would become mere echoes of his opimons, without 
acting as a guide, still less as a check upon him. The 
number of such a body should be r^^ulated by the 
extent of our colonies, and care should be taken that 
sufficient personal knowledge of one or more of the 
diief colonies should be possessed by every member of 
the Board. It is no disparagement to Lord Grey, to 
assert that no one individual could by any possibili^ 
become acquainted with the varied condition and t^posite 
interest of our colonies : why not then create such a 
Board as suggested ? What golden opini(Hi8 and heaped- 
up blessings would not the Minister who would do so 
obtain at the hands of the colonists in eveiy quarter of the 
globe! 
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CHAPTER IV. 

CAUSBi or TBE FAiLCKi ov TBI AUKuruura ktm fbobatiom 

STSTIM8 or FXWAI. SISCIFLINX A tfZW BT8TSX BTJGOKBTKD. 

So extremely little is known in fjigland of the real 
causes of the failure of the two systems under which 
transportation has been conducted for the last half century, 
that the author must lay before the reader the results of 
his personal experience on the matter, in the hope of 
throwing some light on a subject, hitherto imperfectly 
considered, and consequently little understood. 

IVom the earhest settlement of New South Wales, 
the assignments of convictB to private individuals was 
resorted to, both as a means of benefiting the master, and 
lightening the burden imposed upon the Executive, in 
the support of convicts. The AsMgnment System con- 
tinued in force in that colony until transportation thith^ 
ceased in 1839; and then, although furth^ assignment 
was put an end to, yet those in private s^rice were 
permitted to remain, until they became entitled to thdr 
" freedom or tlie indulgence of a ticket of leave :" the 
Probation System has never been introduced into New 
South Wales. 

In Van Dieman's Land, the Assignment System was also 
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in operatioD, until replaced, a few years since, by the pro- 
bation syBtem ; under which, according to Lord Stanley, 
then Secretary for the Colonies, " each convict should 
undergo a severe preliminary punishment, con^ting, in 
great part, of a life of seclusion from society at lai^; 
and this punishment should be progresdvely mitigated, 
in such a manner as to afford an invigorating hope of 
further relief, and an animating motive to good conduct, 
until the convict should at length be restored to aD the 
privOcges of his fellow subjects." 

To commence with the Assignment System. Its first 
and greatest evil was undoubtedly the uncertainty of 
pumshment under it, and its disproportion, in many cases; 
to the extent and nature of the ofience. Some of the 
greatest criminals, by being assigned to friends and kind 
masters, actually escaped aD real punishm^t ; whilst 
others, whose offences were of a trivial cbaiacter, were 
treated worse than slaves by their assignees. Thus, it 
became a mere matter of chance, whether the convict 
would have his situation in life improved by transportation, 
or whether, by the infliction of the lash and the tyranny of 
his master, life would be made a burden to him. 

When once a convict was assigned, from that moment 
he became completely subject to his master ; indeed, under 
the "Transportation Act," the Governor of the colony 
possessed an actual property in the services of the convict, 
which he had the privilege of transferring to the fi«e 
inhabitants, who had any power, short of an extension of 
life and liberty, over him. Brought before a magistrate, 
the sin^ oaUi of the accuser was sufficient to commit to a 
chain gang the unfortunate convict, who could be scouiged 
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for idleoess, hasty words, insolent lookt — anythiiig, in short, 
winch the asaigiiee might thiok fit to construe or distort 
into offence. 

If the convict possessed friends or me&ns, his lot was a 
light one; the application of money was successful in 
transferring him ultimately, if not in the first iostance, to 
one of these fiienda, or, as not unfrequently hiq>peaed, 
to 8 wife, <n- some other relatire. The proceeds of the 
robberies for which individuals have been transported, have 
been known to be applied in the colonies to these pur- 
poses, thus completely frusbating the intentions of the 
law. Numerous instances occurred of offenders, who had 
been assigned to their wives, relatives, or frieot^ realising 
proper^ ; and this fact becoming generally known in 
Great Britain, it often happened that offences were com 
mhted for the express purpose of being transported for 
them. Tlius, transportation, under the Assignment System, 
opiated not unfrequentiy as an incentive to crime ; 
although, in too many instances, mi^uided beings had 
deeply to regret the ignorance that led them to sedc 
deportation from their native land. 

The punishment of the offender — designed not only to 
deter from the commission of crime, but also to reform the 
fltmvict — tbeAssignment System lUled in both these objects ; 
fiiBt, by not holding out a salutary terror, and next, by 
making the situation and reformation of the convict, in a 
grea tmeasure, dependant on the master to whom, from 
drcumstances or by chance, he might devolve. 

Cases no doubt might be adduced, in which reformation 
vadtr assignment has been effected, but they have been 
rare exceptions; and, moreover, it is scarcely credit- 



izecy Google 



no VAN DIEMAN'S land. 

able to 8 great nation to leave to chance the reformation 
of her erring chfldren. The course of punishment to which 
assigned servants who offended were subjected, was anotbar 
cause of the general want of amendment. The lash, 
applied on the slightest pretence, too often hardened and 
rendered callous to all better feelings, the unfortunate 
convict; and the road gangs, iron gangs, and penal 
settlements, inoculated with the most appalling vices 
such as were sent to them for punishment ; which baneful 
knowledge, disseminated and inculcated upon all around, 
when the convict was once more assigned, affected the 
entire community. 

ProbatioD, established as an amendment on the Assign- 
ment System, still gave the free colonbta the partial 
advantage of the convict's labour. In the very first step 
of this system, there was an egregious error committed ; 
'• the convicts secluded from society," vexe congregated 
in gangs, and thus compelled to rely on one another for 
companionship. This, as may be easily supposed, led to 
the still further demoralization and corruption of such as 
had to that period preserved any feelings of virtue or self 
esteem; they were laughed and shamed into crime by 
their associates. 

No possible classification of probation gangs will have 
the effect of totally separating the partially innocent from 
the extremely guilty ; and if but one black sheep remains, 
he is BuflScient to corrupt the ratire flock. Thus, the course 
intended to reform, only becomes a means of instruction 
in vice ; the convict is secluded from the free, in this stage 
of his punishment, and there is no good man about him, 
whose example he can follow, whose advice he can ask, 
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as to his conduct ; and he is of necessity cast upon others 
as guilty, if not more so, than himself. 

The condition of the penal settlements has already been 
referred to, and is admitted hy all authorities ; yet, in most 
cases, a period of the convict's probation is passed at them, 
which g^ves him an opportunity of becomii^ acquainted 
with vice, such as is not ima^ned in English gaols. This, 
of course, tends to sink still lower the character and 
feelings of the convict, against the period when he becomes 
available for private employment as a pass-holder. 

When hired by a master, the convict generally finds 
that his fellow-servants are of the same class in society as 
himself. If this viere not the case, if the majority were 
free and respectable individuals, then the convict might be 
deterred from the commission of sin, and the better feelings 
which lay dormant in his bosom might be drawn out hy 
association and example. But as it is, the competition of 
bond labour has had the effect of driving the free out of 
the island ; and the convict servants are thus left to associa- 
tion with one another. The possession of a pass only 
affords greater facilities and opportunities of mdulgence in 
every kind of vice. Were it not for this privilege, most 
convicts would much sooner continue " under GJovemment" 
than in private emjjoyment. Tlie receipt of wages acts 
but as a slight incentive to good ; all the feelings of the 
convict are turned to the enjoyment or suffering of the 
time beinff — of the present moment — and the possession of 
money is only desirable to them, in so far as it affords 
means of indulgence. The author is not acquainted with 
one single instance in which a pass-holder saved money. 
Even when convicts become ticket-of-leave men, or acquire 
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thrar comi^ete freedom, and remove to other colonies, they 
are almost always remarkable for squandering their wt^^ea 
the moment they are obtained. 

When in private employment, the laxity of discipline 
caused by the law, wbit^ permits the frequent absence of 
the servant, on Sunday to attend worship, and once a 
month to purchase clothes, is the cause of much evil. The 
convict, on these occasions, falls in with old companioos, 
drinks with them, relates his position, and ihe kind of 
master he has, and fi-equently ends by returning drunk, 
or absconding from his place, if so advised by his " pals." 
Very often at these meetings, plans of robberies are laid, 
and crimes concocted, which, under other drcumstances, 
would not be thought of. The liberty afforded the pass* 
holder to spend his money, is too often an inducement to 
procure more for 6uiher indulgence ; and as this is not 
to be done honestly, theft and robbery are resorted to. 

The local laws of Van Dieman's Land are very strict on 
pubHcans, infiicting a heavy penalty in case of their bemg 
detected in supplying convict servants with spirits. But 
the law is inoperative, and all but usdess in regard to 
pass-holders and ticket-of-leave men ; for those dassea 
wear no distinguishing dress by which publicans may'know 
them, so that they have but to plead ignorance to escape 
the penalty. But, however, if this source of indulgence 
were effectually dried up, by a stringent act, imposing a 
uniform on all convicts, yet there would remain many ways 
of obtaining spirits, particularly in the neighbourhood of 
tiie towns. Amidst a society so constituted as that of 
Van IMeoian's Land, there ere numerous persons to be 
found who act as reccdvera of stolen goods, for which tbey 
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give in return nun, or aome other means of intoxication. 
Tlie bouses of such parties become the resort of pass- 
htJders, and if the licensed houses were closed against 
them, yet these " sly grog-shops" would supply them ; the 
only difference bmng in the quality of the article and the 
price paid for it. These sly gn^-sellers and receirers hare, 
in most instances, been conricts; and on becoming free, 
take advant^e of their extensive acquaintance with others 
of tbe same class, and establish these houses. If detected 
in their [wactices, a heavy fine is the result ; but this con- 
sequence seldom ensues, as they are vcay vigilant in their 
profession. As long as convicts are permitted to frequent 
private houses without some plain and apparent reason, 
so long win these " sly grog-^hops" flourish in Van 
Dieman's Land, and prove the sources from whence all 
kinds of crime proceed. 

Fond of change and exdtement, the pass-holder very 
ottea absconds, for no apparent caiise, from his master's 
service. It may be, that he remains absent several days, 
and then surrenders himself at the nearest police-office. 
Whoi brought before the magistrate, the offender always 
urges in his defence the bad treatment to which he had 
be«i subjected ; and, whether his plea be true or false, the 
reoognised policy of the Executive being mildness, he is 
aastiy sentenced, in consideration of his voluntary sur- 
render, to a few days' impffisonment, when he again 
becomes eligible for hiring. This mercy is misplaced, and 
instead of checking the evil, promotes it. The convict 
deures a few days' liberty and a change of master, and 
obtains it thus easily, at small expense to himself Tliis 
•bould not be. If the convict has a just cause of com- 
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plaint against his master, he ought to lay it before the 
stipendiary magistrate of the district, and, if well founded, 
the agreement should be cancdled, and the convict become 
eligiUe for other employment. Servants should not be 
permitted at their wiU to break these agreements; pa*- 
manency in situations should be enforced as much as 
possible, and a severe punishment attend on absconcUng. 

Under the Assignment System, no convict was ever per- 
mitted to absent himself without a written pass from his 
mast^* ; and if found out after a certain hour, and the 
expiration of the time mentioned in the pass, the convict 
was considered a " prisoner illegally at large," and punished 
accordingly. For the arrest of any " prisoner ill^;any at 
large," a reward of small amount was given, and this 
always kept the police on the qui vive to arrest such 
persons. 

Convicts in private service are not now required to 
produce those written passes ; they may, without quesUon 
or obstiljction, roam about the towns whither they fJease. 
This certainly should be put an end to, and the liber^ of 
the convict be materially restricted, if the present system is 
to be continued. In few words, the causes of the ^ure 
of the Probation System may be classed under the following 
heads: — 

1st. The extreme demoralization caused by the collec- 
tion, in large numbers, of the convicts at the penal settle- 
ments and gangs in the early stage of probation. 

2nd. The laxity of discipline and habits of indolence 
engendered whilst in probation gangs or employed on 
public works. 

3rd. The loose distnpline exercised over convicts when 
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they become pass-holders, and the iadlities they possess of 
committiiig mrae undetected, from being permitted, at 
certain periods, to range at wiU. 

4th. The want of all good examine, and the controlling 
reformatory effect that a virtuous free labouring population 
would impart. 

These causes are api^caUe to the females as well as 
males; but with r^ard to the latter, there is another and 
ezcesdve incentive to immorahty in the extreme dispropor- 
tion of the sexes. 

Assignment and Probation having alike foiled of pro- 
dudng the desired effect, it becomes necessary to consider 
what is the best system i^ punishment to adopt, at the 
same time to restrain crime and reform the convict. It 
has been signified that it is the intention of the Govern- 
ment to adopt a system of classification and preliminary 
punishment at home, and afterwards to deport the convicts 
to the colonies, where they would become free immediately 
on landing. 

The scheme is, in part, a good one ; it looks well in 
theory, like the Probation System, but the question is, how 
will it be found to work when carried into practice ? The 
author having had numerous opportunities of observing the 
operation of penal disdpline, not only in the colonies, but 
other countries, presumes in the scheme he now submits, 
to give a form to the result of his experience. 

On the conviction of an offender, a register should be 
made of what has been elicited at the trial, with respect to 
his previous character, position in life, and the drcum- 
stances that led to tiie perpetration of the offence of which 
he has been found guilty. This record should be accom- 
I 2 
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panied by a statement of the age of the coDvict, for his 
dassification should partly depend upon this circumstance. 
The greatest care should be taken in the classification of 
prisoners, who, on being convicted, should be tnmsfeiTed, 
without delay, to penitentiaries, or model prisons. To 
each prisoner should be allotted a separate cell, in whidi, 
under no drcumstances, should he be allowed a com- 
panion. If able to read, proper books of instruction 
should be furnished ; and it would be found that, for want 
of other occupation, these would soon be read with avidity. 
The solitary character of the convict's imprisonment should 
only continue for a certain portion, say two-thirds, of the 
twen^-four hours. Each day, the dass to which the 
convict belonged should be marshalled in a room or hall, 
each being kept s^arate by partitions, yet accessible to 
masters, who, walking up and down the centre of this 
q>artmeDt, might have a perfect view of all Strict silence 
should be imposed and eaforced, its breach being punish- 
able by prolonged solitary confinement. The classes might 
thus be taught reading, writing, arithmetic, and the 
elements of a plain education. 

So many hours a day having been devoted to education, 
a certain portion of time should be allotted to the instruc- 
tion of the convict in some trade or calliDg, which would 
ultimately enable him to procure an honest livelihood. A 
portion of the eight hours unoccupied by the forgoing 
two courses, might be set apart for religious instructioQ. 
At aU times the convicts should be prohibited from con- 
versiog with one another. In many of the model prisons 
of the United States this is the case, and the course is not 
found of difficult accomplishment. Tlie great object of 
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this would be to prevent ihs further demoralization of the 
prisoners by intercourse with each other, and to prepare 
their minds for the reception of the lessons of morality. 

The period of the continuance of this SoUtary and Sepa- 
rate System should be made contiDgent, not only oo the 
term of original sentence, but also on the conduct and dis- 
position of the convict; in no case should it be > less than 
ooe-third of the period of sentence. 

Of all punishments, the vicious most dislike and fear 
solitary confinement : the author has known many instances 
in New South Wales in which the lash and the iron gang 
possessed no terror for the convict, yet one month's 
solitary confinement was found effective. If carried to too 
great an extent, solitary confinement, it is true, affects the 
mind; but this would be prevented in the proposed 
scheme, by the daily lessons given to the convict, and the 
occupation afforded to his mind by books. Yet the per- 
petual alence imposed, except where it was necessary to 
communicate with the masters and superiors, would act as 
an extremdy severe punishment on alL 

In the desire to reform and amend, it is absolutely 
necessary not to lose aght of the fact, that if a severe and 
clearly ascertfuned preliminary punishment be not inflicted 
crime wiU be committed purposely to procure conviction. 
At the present time, and indeed for years past, transporta- 
tion has lost its terrors for most offenders ; and it is often 
sought as a means for removing the poor man fixtm want 
and b^gary, in the belief that, on being forwarded to the 
colonies, plenty and comfort await him. But this would 
hardly be the case, if it were well known that every convict 
would have to undergo one-third of the term of his 
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senteDce secluded from all his fellow creatures, and with 
perpetual silence imposed upon him. There is no doubt but 
that few would be found bold Plough to court such a 
punishment; for in severity it is extreme. When the 
convict had completed his preliminary discipliae, and his 
conduct would warrant sudi a course, he should be eligible 
to be forwarded to the colonies. 

On board the transport conveying convicts to the colo- 
nies, the utmost order should be enforced, and silence, both 
day and night, by means of warders, whose duty it would 
be to patrol the convicts' quarters night and day ; a breach 
of dtB<npliae should be punishable by solitary confinement 
on board, or after arrival. 

On landing, the convicts should be retained under the 
same Separate System, until engaged by a master. When 
hi^, they should at once become free in the colony, bu^ 
Dot at liberty to leave it until the expiration of the term 
of th^ oi^^nal sentence. 

As the expense of the transit of the convict is entuled, 
l^ his own misconduct, on the Grovemment, the computed 
cost of his passage should be defrayed by himself, by such 
instalments as his wages would afford. To ensure this 
payment, an easy mode might be adopted. A Superin- 
tendent of " Exiles "—which name would be approfviate 
to the dass — should be i^pcHnted at the diief town of the 
colony, whose duty it would be to keep a renter of the 
names and description of the exiles landed, but without 
any reoutl of the crime for which they had been convicted* 
as that offence should be conddered as expiated by the 
preliminary punishment. As each exile was hired, it 
would be the duty of the Superintendent to give him a 
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pass for the district whither he was proceeding. It might 
be made incumbeDt on the exile to present himself once a 
year to a police magistrate, or other executive officer, to 
produce his pass, and pay a certain instalment of his 
passage money. No exile should be permitted to leave a 
district, without having bis pass crossed by the stipendiaiy 
magistrate; and when removing to another jurisdiction, 
the exile should be bound to give notice to the m^^trate 
of that district. 

The breach of any of the r^ulations imposed should 
be punishable by a certain term of solitary imprisonment ; 
in DO case should the lash be resorted to, but the length of 
imprisonment should be such as to be severe. With 
every inducement to escape from the bondage imposed, 
which could only be eifected by a compliance with these 
regulations, there is no doubt but the exile would use his 
utmost exertion to defray the claim, and acquire perfect 
freedom in the colony. 

In order to. work out this plan, it would be necessary 
for the Superintendent of Exiles, not only to keep a register 
of the names of each, but also the district in which they 
were engaged. A copy of this record should, once a year, 
be sent to the stipendiary magistrate of each district, in 
order to infcvm that functionary of every particular 
relating to the exiles in his district The stipendiary 
magistrates should, on the other hand, be bound from time 
to time to forward to the Superintendent particulars of 
the exiles who arrived within Ms jurisdiction and departed 
frtnn it. Thus, the Superintendent of Exiles would be 
able, on ref^'ence to bis register, to ascertain the district of 
each exile, and whether he had paid bis annual instalment 
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or Dot. llie workiDg of this plfui would be found easy 
and efficacnous, and would require but little addition to the 
executive machinery at present established in most of the 
colonies. 

In the transportatioQ of exiles to the colonies, care 
should be taken to impose them on no community unwil- 
ling to receive them. The principle of " disperaon" 
should also constantly be kept in view, so that in no place 
would a large number of exiles be assembled; and the 
proportion of the free population should in all cases largely 
exceed the exiles. 

Penal settlements diould at once and for ever be 
abolished ; they are a disgrace to any Christian country, 
and the source of unparalleled crime. Those best 
acquainted with them, agree in the ^ict, that a man 
subjected to a term of punishment at them, is totaUy 
unfit to return to society. If excess of punishment is 
required for some offences, can it not be found la the 
Solitary and Separate System ? solitude can tame the 
wildest beast of prey, and wiH it not have the same effect 
on human nature ? It may be urged, as before remarked, 
that insanity often results from this system, but it is not 
necessary that it should be carried out to such extreme 
lengths. But even if insanity were in a few instances Hie 
result, is it not betto- that such should be the case, than 
that thousands of beings should be converted into demons, 
and penal settlements inte hells that humanity revolts 
at? 

The author cannot, in the limited space afforded by 
these pages, more fully devdop the system he would 
recommend; but he has stated sufficient to convey an 
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outline and idea of it. Id vain has punishment on the 
congregational, we might call it, the social principle, been 
tried in every country in Europe ; for how few well 
authenticated instances of reformatioa ensuing from it 
can be adduced I 

In the United States, tlie Solitary System has been 
ext^isivdy tried; and the restitution of the convict to 
society — an altered and virtuous man — has been often the 
result. The proposed plan would be an improvement on 
the American scheme, inasmuch as only a portion of the 
convict's sentence would be performed in solitude, and a 
premium would be held out to the well-conducted by 
expediting his departure for the colonies. 

The advantage and benefit of the convict's labour would 
only be l(»t during a portion of his time of sentence ; the 
remainder would be carried to distant countries, and the 
expense of his transit thither would have to be defrayed 
by himself. 

There are few of the colonies of Great Britfun that 
would not gladly embrace the offer of an importation of 
exiles who had previously undergone such a preltmmary 
course as the one suggested. In all new countries labour is 
wealth, and as a great proportioa of ofl^ders are able- 
bodied persons without the encumbrance of young 
children, they would be found pariocularly useful in the 
colonies. 

Perhaps no country in Europe has paid less attention to 
criminal discipline tb&a Great Britain : few, even among 
her statesmen and legislators, have, until a very late 
period, directed their attention to the subject. It has been 
the habit, when once an offender was convicted, to lose all 
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further regard or consideration for him ; and the same 
sKitence that rendered him dead in the ^es of the law, 
also appears to hare shut him out from the sympathies of 
his fellow oeatures. Thus, exdting little interest in the 
public mind, the criminals of this great country have 
beeo hitherto almost completely left to be experimented 
OQ by succeeding Secretaries of State. This is not as it 
should be ; human nature is liable to err, and few there 
are who, at some period of th^ lives, have not been 
guilty of offences of more or less magnitude ; therefore, 
mankind should be lenient, and careful of those outcasts of 
society whom the laws have condemned. It is to be 
hoped, that by the present Premier, whose atteatioD has 
been devoted to the subject, a large and eomprebraisive 
scheme may be laid before Parliament, and that the 
disgrace of neglecting her criminals wiU no loogo: rest 
upon Great Britain. If penal discipline were amended, 
there is little doubt that a large saving would arise to the 
country, in consequence of the decreased expense of the 
administration of justice, owing to the reformation of such 
as had once been subjected to the discipline of Houses of 
Correction ; whereas at present, time after time are the 
same persons convicted ; but no amendment ensues, and 
they are a continued expense to the country. It is a pity 
Uiat with its many apparent advantages, so fine an island 
as Van IHeman's Land should become, month by month, 
owing to Great Britain's penal policy, more comfdetely the 
land of the febn, — the free populatioti departing as they 
can from the country. It is almcst needless to say, that 
the author would not, under present circumstances, recom- 
mend it to the emigrant of any rank or station in life ; 
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what the future may develop, time aud the pdi<7 of the 
British Government alone will show. 

Lord Grey promises, by the promotion of an ezteofflve 
scheme of emigratioD, and " by the infusion of wholesome 
Uood, to remove, as far as possible the convict taint from 
society." But then even, if enugnmts ere introduced into 
the island, can they be induced to remain Uiere whilst the 
" probation system" continues, and the neighbouring 
colonies hold out such advantages ? This is a main point, 
tmd should not be lost sight of by the Government At 
the {H'esent time, the people of Australia Felix are so much 
in want of labour, that they provide free passages to ail 
Uberated f^ns, as well as others who wish to leave the 
island. If free labour were to be found in Van Dieman's 
Land, how much more assious would the settlers and 
squatters of the neighbouring odony be to obttun it, and 
how much greater would be the inducements held forth 
for this object I 

How then is the island to be colonized with the free, 
whilst the competition and demoralization of probation 
labour is continued ? In no one way 1 In vun would 
mutual agreement, with penalties for the breach of it, seek 
to retain the free in the island ; the law woold be eluded, 
car die free labourer become so n^ectfiil of his work, that 
his master would only be too glad to cancel any existing 
arrangement. As long as the neighbouring colonies would 
hold out superior advantages to labour, thither would the 
working man make his way. In what manner then must 
Van Dieman's Land be reformed, and its intravsts 
promoted ? 

Restrict the liberty of the general mass of convicts 
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there, and permit noDe to become eli^ble to be hired, unless 
they can be trusted with perfect freedom in the island. 
Remove all do^ and restrictions that might prevent the 
convict &om hiring himself to whom he chooses, and at 
the highest wages he can obtain. I^ when in private 
employment he relapses into crime, pimish him with 
severity, but eschew the lash. Abolish all compulsory 
depredated wages ; no free man will remain as a labourer 
in the island whilst such a system continues. Then 
promote an extensive system of emigration to all the 
Australian colonies ; relieve Great Britain of thousands of 
h^ able-bodied, famishing children, and transf^ them to a 
land of plenty ; and wages will soon find a healthy level, 
and the free population of Van Dieman's Land will not be 
induced to leave their adopted coimtiy. Isolated em^ra- 
tion will not do ; it wHl be only giving a supply to the 
other colonies, whilst Van Dieman's Land will have 
partially to bear the burthen of the introduction. 

Thb island deserves another act of justice at the hands of 
the Government ; — let her " land fund" be restored to its 
original purposes. When these things are done, then will 
this cobny become prosperous — an important and valuable 
ap[>endage to the British Crown ; not as she is at present — 
a disgrace to humanity, a leper spot on the face of 
creation 1 
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OBIOIKAL BITTLBUBXT AND PROGRBee— OOVIRMORS GAWLBK ANO 

OEET INGBRA8B OF STOCK LAND SALBS AND CHLTITATION 

IMPORTB AND fiXFOBTS — RKVBMDI AND EZPBNDITU&B OBOWTH 

OF WOOL BANKING— POPULATION AND OCCDFATION BATB8 OF 

VAOBS BBTAIL MABKBT3 AMD PRICB CUBBBNT — FBBIORTB. 

South Australia iQcludes all that portioQ of Ihe 
continent of Australia comprised within the 1 32ad and 
141st degrees of east longitude, and extentUng from the 
shores of the Southern Ocean as far inland as the twenty- 
sixth degree of south latitude. This immense r^on, on its 
east«ii side includes no less than twel7e degrees of latitude, 
and throughout, nine degrees of longitude. The extent of 
land withia its limits exceeds 300,000 square miles, whioh 
is about three times the size of Great Britain and Irdand. 
The boundary lines to the westward, northward and east- 
ward, are mere artificial creations, sketched on the map of 
those boundless regions by persons whose knowledge of 
New Holland embraces chiefly the outlines of the coasts. 
As yet the foot of civilized man has never attained the 
northern boundary of the colony ; the western country is 
equally unknown, but considerable infonnatioQ has been 
acquired with respect to the eastern boundary, which 
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separates New South Wales and Australia Felix fiDm this 
province. 

The shores c^ South Australia were first explored hy 
Captain Flinders iu the Investigator, about the year 1802. 
This able and zealous navigator discovered that two deep 
gulfe indented this part of the coast, viz. : Spencer's Gulf 
and Gulf St, Vincent ; be also landed on Kangaroo Island, 
which lies directly opposite to the entrance of Gulf St. 
Vincent, and found there what he described to be rich land, 
with abundance of kangaroos and emus. 

The shores of South Australia are, at some points, 
of difficult approach, in consequence of the numerous small 
islands that lie off them, more particularly in the neigh- 
bourhood of Spencer's Gulf; but Gulf St. Vincent is easy 
of access, alike from the eastward and westward, by means 
of navigable stnuts between Kangaroo Island and the 
mainland. 

In 1834, an Act of Parliament was passed for erecting 
South AustraUa into a British province, and colonizing it 
on new principles. At this pmod, the only inhabitants of 
this vast country, besides the Aborigines, were a few es- 
caped convicts, who had made thdr way thither from Van 
IMenuin's Land or New South Wales, and had chi^y 
settled on Kangaroo Island. Under the Act of Pariiamrait 
constituting the colony, it was necessary that £36,000 
should be raised in England within a limited tiioe by the 
sale of the waste lands of the colony ; and as soon as this 
was effected. Commissioners were Eq>pointed (m 1835) to 
carry out the provisions of the Act. To be enabled to 
defray the preliminary expenses of the colony, the Com- 
missioners were empowered to borrow £60,000, at 10 per 
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(Sent, interest; the amount to be secured on the Crown 
lands, and the interest to be paid out of the general 
revenue. 

According to the Act of Parliament, there was to be a 
B^)resentative Legislature granted to the colony when a 
population of 50,000 was acquired. fVee grants of land 
were not to be made, under any pretence whatever, to 
private individuals ; the sole mode by which the soil was to 
he obtained was by purchase, at not less than & fixed 
minimum price of £1 per acre, but for as much more 
as might be procured at sale by auction. In order to 
raise the £35,000 rendered necessary by the Act, the 
latter r^;ulation was departed fix)m in the sales of land 
that took place in England, the minimum price being 
reduced to 128. per acre. Another inducement was also 
held out to original purchasers, in the shape of an acre of 
" town land," which was added to every preliminary section 
of 134 acres boi^ht. Subject to the restriction of a fixed 
mmimum price and sale by auction, all persons were at 
fiboty to purchase lands to any extent, as soon as the 
necessary surveys could be completed. The whole of the 
revenue derived from the sale of waste lands was to be 
devoted to the introduction of emigrant labourers of the 
two sexes equally. 

By these regulations, it was proposed to combine land, 
capital, and labour ; to preclude the possibility of acquiring 
such vast grants of lands as had proved so prejudicial to 
other colonies, by being permitted to lie waste; and to 
concentrate the odonists within reasonable limits, so as to 
ensure them the benefits of contiguity and civilization. 
Since the establishment of the colony, the system has been 
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modified ; Doly half the funds derived from waste lands 
being appropriated to the purposes of emigration, tfae re> 
maining moiety being set aside for local improvements, &c. 
The colony of South Australia was not to be subjected 
to the laws in existence in other parts of Australia, but to 
others framed and applied specially to itself, under the 
authority of the Governor, for the time being, and a Legis- 
lative Council appointed by the Crown, the latter having 
the right to a veto upcm any of the proposed measurea. 
On no |n%tence were convicts to be imported into the 
colony ; and no State Church was to be established, — all 
religions and sects being left to provide for the ministers 
of thdr own persuasion. 

The first emigraot ship arrived in the colony on the 
27th July, 1836, and was followed, some months after, by 
the ' Bufialo,' store ship, with Captain Hindmarsh, ELN., 
who was appointed lieutenaut-Govranor. This gentleman 
landed and proclaimed the settlement a British colony on 
the 28th of December, taking formal possesHOQ of it in 
the name of his Majesty William IV. 

Although many emigtants and officials arrived previoiB 
to Captfun Hindmarsh, yet it was not until the March of 
1837> that even the survey of the town lands of the capital, 
Adelaide, was completed. 

In order to act in conjunction with the Governor, the 
Commisaioneis in London had E^poioted an eminent legal 
gentleman, J. H. Fisher, Esq., undw the title of Resident 
Commissioner, with powers to represent them in aD re- 
spects. Colonel Light was made Surveyor-Gmeral, with 
an effident staff. On the completion of the survey of the 
capital, those parties who were entitled by purchase, in 
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London, to town lots, made their selection according to 
priority : the number of these prelinaioary land orders was 
437- The remaining unreserved town sections were then 
disposed of by public sale, at prices varying from £2 and 
upwards. As soon as the settlers got possession of their 
town lots, they commenced the erection of buildings of 
every description, from the humble " wattle and daub " to 
the solid stone house. Numbers had brought with them 
from Europe houses in frame ; and of this kind was the 
first Government House, which Capt^a Hiadmarsh brought 
with him in the ' Buffalo ' fix>m England. 

Dissention and divisions unfortunately soon arose between 
the Grovemor, the CommissioQer, and other chief offidals ; 
the surveys of the country lands proceeded slowly, and, in 
coDsequeoce of the inability of the settlers to get possesion 
of them, thousands were assembled ia and around the 
town, unable to employ their labour and capital in the pro- 
duction of food. Amongst the original arrivals in the 
province were many persons possessed of large means, who 
were thrown into a state of comparative idleness by the 
alow progress of the surveys ; these parties had recourse to 
dealing and speculation in land among themselres, and to 
such a height did this mania extend, that town lots were 
sold, in many instances, at fifty and one hundred times the 
original price. This gambling generated a spirit of ex- 
travagance among all classes, and brought hundreds to 
ruin. All this while there was no cultivation going on, 
and provisions and supplies of every kind bad to be im- 
ported. At first, prices, although high, were not excessive, 
but the influx of vast numbers of emigrants into the 
Australian colonies, the fwmation of several new setUe- 
K 2 
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meats, and a severe drought with which New South Wales 
was visited, had the effect of raising provisions to the most 
exorbitant prices. In conjunction with land gamhliog and 
dear provisions, wages rose to a very high point. 

Id May, 1838, the first allocation of country sections' 
was made ; the original London purchasers had their 
choice, and then the rest followed in succession, according 
to priority of piu^ihase. Unhappily ftu* the early success of 
the colony, so absorbed were the great mass of the popula- 
tion in land speculation, that they could not reconcile their 
minds to quitting Adelaide, and commenong the cultivation 
of their lots when the allocation took place. 

In June, 1838, Captain Hindmarsh was recalled, in 
consequence of the disagreements that had taken place; 
and in July, he sailed for England, leaving the administra- 
tion of affairs, for the time being, in the hands of the 
Colonial Secretary. In the early settlement of South 
Australia, the colonists exhibited the greatest folly and 
ignorance of colonization. Merchandize, furniture, machi- 
nery, and every description of articles it is possible to 
mention, they had brought with them. On their arrival 
in the country there were no buildings to house and pro- 
tect these articles, and there were not even the means of 
carriage for them to the site of the future cf^ital. For 
merchandize there was no demand, and accordingly the 
glut was excessive ; and furniture and machinery were 
found cumbrous «nd unnecessary things by persons living 
in tents or temporary houses. 

In Holdfast Bay, about nine miles from the future 
capital, the ships had, in the first instance, anchored, and 
a small town was established there, called Glenelg. 
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Between the latter and AdeUude, a low level marshy couotry 
intervened, across which everything had to be conveyed 
from the shipping, and in consequence of the scarcity of 
the means of transport, the most exorbitant rates were 
dialed. Along the beach and around Glenelg every kind 
of merchandize and property was to be found piled, covered 
with tarpaulins, or completely exposed to the elements. 
Bales, boxes, bags, casks, millstones, frame-houses, machi- 
nery to the value of hundreds of tiiousands, were scattered 
about ; and on the road to Adelaide, no small quantity was 
also to be seen, which the owners, from some cause or 
other, had only brought thus &r. 

. In July, 1838, an Act of Parliameat was passed, amend- 
ing the former one for the foundation of the colony. The 
new Act empowered the Commissioners, or their repre- 
sentative in (he colony, to borrow all such sums as might 
be necessary to carry on effectually the goveniment of the 
colony from the revenues derivable from the waste Crown 
Lands. At the same time that Captain Hindmarsh had 
been recalled, the Commissioners in London abolished the 
office of Resident Colonial Commissioner, and resolved to 
delegate its duties to the lieuteDaDt-Goveraor for the time 
being. 

Colonel Gawler received the appointment of Lieutenant- 
Governor, replacing Captain Hindmarsh, and arrived in 
the colony in October, 1838. Previous to this period) 
Colonel Light had resigned the situation of Surveyor- 
General, and Major Frome, of the Royal Engineers, was 
appointed in hb stead. On the new Governor's arrival, 
the executive department of the Government became more 
efficient, and the surveys were actively proceeded with. 
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The powers frith which Colonel Gawler had been invested 
vieee most extensive ; and he had power to draw on the 
CommissbDers of the Land fVind to an almost unlimited 
extent. 

From the first settlement of the colony, live stock was 
extensively introduced by sea from Van Dieman's Load, 
which is only a few days' sail. In 1838, the first attempt 
to penetrate overland from New South Wales was made 
hy Mr. Hawdon with a herd of between four and five 
hundred head of cattle. Notwithstanding several attacks 
that were made on him by the Abori^nes, this eoterpri- 
siog gentleman succeeded, and arrived at Add^de with 34S 
head of cattle, for which he obtained the most extraVE^iant 
prices ; pairs of working bullocks being sold for £fiO and 
£70, and all other descriptions of cattle in the same 
proportion. The success of Mr. Hawdon induced many 
others to fbUow his example : we may mention Obtains 
Flnnis and Start, Dr. Imlay and Mes«^. Eyre, DuttOD 
and Campbell. In 1839, the demand being as brisk as 
ever, sheep and cattle were conveyed across by thousands in 
overland parties, notwithstanding the formidable oppositioa 
of the Aborigines along the banks of the Murray, mcwe 
especially in the neighbourhood of the Dariing and Rufus 
Bivers. Several parties were totally cut off and others 
suffered severely in men or stock. 

At the close of the year 1838, the total amount of stock 
in the colony was calculated to be : 

Sheep 28,000, Horaei 480, Homed Csnle 2,500 

1839 Do. 108,700, Do. 800. Do. 7,600 

1840 Do. 200,160, Do. 1,060, Do. 15,100 
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1841 Sheep 242,000, 


Homa 


1,650, 


Homed cattle 


16,696 


1842 Do. 300,000, 


Do. 


1.850, 


Do. 


20.000 


1843 Do. 350,000, 


Do. 


2,000, 


Do. 


25,000 


1844 Do. 450,000, 


Do. 


2,150. 


Do. 


30,000 


1847 Do. 620,000, 


Do. 


2,600, 


Do. 


38.000 


Goatoaadl^ 


1838. 




Number 


780 


Dp. 


1839, 




Do. 


1.700 


Do. 


1840, 




Do. 


3.400 


Do. 


1841. 




Do. 


6.000 


Do. 


1842, 




Do. 


8,000 


Do, 


1843, 




Do. 


10,000 


Do. 


1844, 




Do. 


12,000 


Do. 


1847. 




Do. 


19.000 



In all these returas, it will be seen that t^e increase in 
the first four years is CQnsiderably greats in proportioii 
than at later periods ; this was caused by the very large 
iotroductioDS of stock that took place in the early days of 
the eolouy, more espedallyfrom New SoutJi Wales ; which 
latter cdoay is said to have received for stock alone, little 
short of a million sterling in the course of five years. 

Cobnel Gawler, shortly after fais airival in the colony, 
etito^ upon jnany extensive public works, viz : — a new 
Govemment House, a Custom House, Jail, Hospital, &c. : 
roads and streets were also begun to be formed. With 
the limited supply of labour in the colony, the extensive 
capitfd in the hands of many settlers, and the high price of 
provisioDs, this [U'oceeding had the effect of raising wages 
to the most exorbitant rates, mechaDics obtaining as much 
as fourteen and fifteen shillings per day, and common 
labourers eight and ten shiUings. Everything combined 
to induce the most inordinate q>eculation, and the Lieutenant 
Govemra: seemed to partake in the feeUog, for he increased 
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the expenditure from £8,954 for the quarter endiog Slst 
March 1 839, to £34,291 for the quarter ending Decsember 
31st of the same year. Agriculture was n^Iected, — with 
a population of upwards of twelve thousand persons, there 
were not in 1839 twelve hundred acres of land actually 
under cultivation. The upper classes remained in the 
town of Adelaide, in the expectation of realizing fortunes hy 
specuktioQ, and the bwer classes followed their example in 
order to indulge ad libitum in drink, which their high 
wf^es enabled them to obtain. 

The mania contioued from the dose of 1839 to the 
b^;inning of 1841, during which period Colonel Gawler 
had been still fiuUier ino'easiDg his expenditure, imtil for 
the last quarter of 1840, it actually amounted to 
£60,156 14«. 4d. 

Having exhausted all the fimds derivable from die 
ordinary revenue and the land sales. Colonel Giawler com- 
menced drawing on the Commissioners at home, who, 
unable to meet such overwhelming demands, dishonoured 
the bills, which were returned. In consequence, the 
Governor was recalled. Captain Grey being appointed in 
his stead, and the Commissioners were discharged by the 
Colonial Secretary as an inefficient body. On the returned 
bills arriving in the colony, a comjJete panic sdzed t^e 
public; mercantile credit was put an end to as soon as 
that of the Government was found wanting, and ruin 
descended upon all. Adelaide became deserted ; its busy 
crowds fled to the country or 1^ the colony, and those 
who had the means turned to the cultivation of the soQ, 
whilst not a few were thrown on public charity for support. 
The dishonQ,ured bills of the Government sank to a 
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great discount; property of every kind was disposed of 
for a tithe of its vsiue, and nearly half the houses in 
Adelaide were left without tenants. 

. Captain Grey arrived as Lieutenant Governor in May 
1841, about the time of Cobnel Gawler's recall. The 
instructions he had received were most stringent, and he 
immediately set about reducmg the expenditure, which on 
his arrival was proceeding at the rate of £160,000 per 
annum. 

. In March 1841, the House of Commons voted 
£155,000 towards the liquidation of Colonel Gawler's 
disbonoured bills, and a further sum of £59,936 was 
placed upon the estimates for 1842. The sum of 
£85,000, which had originally been borrowed by the 
London Board of Commissioners, at the Ate of ten per 
cent, interest per annum, was guaranteed by ftie consolidated 
fund, the interest payable on it being reduced to three and 
8 half per cent, untQ the colonial revenues would be in a 
poffltion to resume its payments. 

In the Session of Parliament of 1842, an Act was 
passed for the better Government of South Australia. 
This Act finally adjusted monetary difficulties : the two 
sums already voted were transfOTmed into fi'ee grants, the 
£85,000 regulated as stated above, and a balance of 
upwards of £30,000, which Colonel Gawler had left 
unsettled in the colony, provided for by an issue of 
debentures bearii^ fiva per crat interest, and secured on 
the revenues of the colony. 

On Captain Grey's first arrival, he found the revenue in 
sudi a state, and the credit of the Govonment sunk so 
low, that be was compelled to apply to Sir Gecffge Gipps, 
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then GoreiTKH- of New South Wales, for a loan of £3,000. 
Having obtained that sum, he devoted the entire en^gies 
of bis active mind to a thorough reformation and reduction 
in every department of the executive, and with audi 
success as so(m to make the revenue receipts bear some 
proportion to the ocp^ditore. 

In 1841, although the colony was in anything but a 
prosperous state, there were no less than 7,661 acres of 
land sold which realized £1 per acre as the uniform price. 
There was in 1843 a much larger quantity disposed of, 
namely 1 7,081 acres at the same standard price of £1 p^ 
acre. The year 1843 was the climax of the colony's 
distress, and only £613 was paid for land in that yar. 

In 1844 the mineral discoveries first attracted attention, 
raised all fix)m despondency) and threw a bright ^eam of 
h(^ aver the future, and the prospects of the land fund. 
For the three years ending 1647 the land sales were a> 
follows : — 



In 1844 then w 


ire Bold 


3,428 BCK8 


for £5,666 


„ 1845 


„ 


69.658 


,. £72,902 


„ 1846 




31,000 


., £75,000 



The sales for 1846 and 1846 included some specid 
surveys of 20,000 acres each, which had been taken at the 
upset price <^ £1 per aare, for the sake of the mineral 
weakh supposed to exist upon them. By a despatdi of 
Lord Gtfiy, it would i^pear that no more special sorveys 
are to be granted, but that all lands are to be submitted to 
pul^ oompetitdoo by auction, both for the purpose of 
(4>taining the highest price for them, and in order to give 
aS desirous of pundiasing an equal opportunity (^bidding 
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fiir and acquiring such as they may be anxious to 
obtain. 

But it must not be supposed that the lands of South 
Australia have been of late solely purchased for the sake of 
their mineral wealth; much has heea di^H»ed of where no 
minerals were considered to exist, and solely for agrioultural 
purposes. Amongst the population of tha oolcmy, there 
are a considerable number of German agnculturists, and 
these have mostly succeeded in acquiring small farms 
where they not only raise grain, vegetables, &c, but 
cultivate the vine, palma Christi, and mulberry; but as yet 
sufficient time has not elapsed fiiUy to devdop the 
results of these experiments. Tobacco has also been grown 
by some cultivators on a small scale, and appears to 
succeed well: no doubt it may be grown to any extent, 
the climate and soil being nearly similar to the Hunter's 
River district in New South Wales where it has answered 
so well. 

The disposition of the German population leads them to 
acquire as soon as possible a homestead and fann of their 
own: they dislike remaining in a state of servitude and 
dependance on others for their daily bread, and to this is 
attributable the extent of cultivation in South Australia, 
and the cheapness of grain ; these small cultivators being 
able to produce at a much lower rate than la^ land- 
holders, who rely soldy on the labour of othen. 

This fonnatioD of a yeoman dass must greatly t«id to 
promote the prospwity of the colony, and in tHs dass c^ 
its pt^nilation South Australia is decidedly before its 
Australian ndghbours, when the number of inhabitants is 
relatively taken into consideration. Both in New South 
Wales and Australia Felix there seems to he a desire that 
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only two classes should exist, viz : — the great landholder 
and stock proprietor, and the mechanic and labourer. 
This is much to be deprecated, and it speaks well for South 
Australia that the principle is not enforced there. It is a 
striking &ct that although the population of South Austra- 
lia has not doubled within the last seven years, yet the 
extent of land actually under cultivation has increased 
nearly iifteen-fold within the same period. 

In 1840 the population were about 14,000 in number; 
the census for 1846 is given in another place and will 
show the returns at that period. 

The land under cultivation in South Australia was in 

1 840 number of acres 2,503 



1841 
1842 
1843 
1644 
1845 
1846 



. «,722 
, 19.790 
28,690 
26,918 
26.218 
33,292 



The enclosed land, at the date of the last c^ these 
returns, appears to have been about 90,000 acres. 

The years 1 844 and 1 845 exhibit a small felling off from 
the returns of 1843, but this was owing partly to the 
scarcity of labour, and partly to the want of a market 
whither to send produce. The repeal of the Com Laws in 
Great Britain has opened the home markets, and a field is 
now presented of which the colonists will not feil to take 
advantage. At present, South Australia and Van Dieman's 
Land wheat bears a high character in the London markets, 
and is quoted at the same price as the best Dantzic, 
whidi OD an average is fully ten per cent, higher than the 
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best home-grown wheat The Mauritius also presents a 
near and good market for Australian wheat, and consider- 
able exports have within the last twelve months been made, 
not only thither but also to the Cape of Good Hope, where 
die prices of produce have been much enhaaced on 
account of tiie Cafire war, which, while it raged in that 
colony, withdrew a portion of the population from their 
field labours. 

Tlie imports and exports of South Australia, before 
1841, would be of no interest, as they would form no 
basis on which to ground an estimate of the position of the 
colony. It had only been four years settled ; and as there 
was a continued influx of population with all their property, 
wbidi many brought in goods and merchandize, the imports 
were, of course, large, and out of all proportion with any 
exports that the colonists had time to produce. The 
following is the return for the last six years, down to 
1846:— 



Into South 


Australia for 1841, 


in value 


£229.925 


Do. 


do. 


1842. 


do. 


169,533 


Do. 


do. 


1843, 


do. 


93.148 


Do. 


do. 


1844. 


do. 


106.660 


Do. 


do. 


1845, 


do. 


168,161 


Do. 


do. 


1846. 
Bipoara. 


do. 


304,321 


From South AuBtzslia for 1841, 


in value 


£40,561 


Do. 


do. 


1842, 


do. 


29,079 


Do. 


do. 


1843. 


do. 


66,160 


Do. 


do. 


1844, 


do. 


82,268 


Do. 


do. 


1845, 


do. 


131,800 


Do. 


do. 


1846. 


do. 


287.059 
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ThusitwiU be seen, that id 1846, the amount of exports 
only fell short of the imports by about £17|000; but the 
reverse would have been the case, and the balance sheet 
largely in ikvour of the colonists, had it not been for the 
very large importations of nia(d)in«y in that year for the 
purpose of working oew mines. 

The rapid and ^traordinary inraease of exports, from 
£40,561 to £287,059, could by no possibility have 
resulted, in six years, from forming or pastoral pursuits ; 
their mineral wealth was the cause of it. From a state of 
despair or, at least, of lethargy ; in debt — nay worse — 
reduced to bankruptcy, brought on by over-speculation 
and bad government, that important discovery of their 
unbounded possession of the richest copper urea, rdsed 
them in a short period to the summit of prosperity, and 
put them on the high road to future greatness. 

In 1842, Mr. Williams, in the House of Commons, 
recommended the abandonment of the colony, caUing it a 
useless burthen. Now, in 1847, within five years from 
that suggestion. South Australia has become the wealthiest 
colony under the Crown, in proportion to the extent of its 
population ; and ^e ultimate effects of its mining opera- 
tions on British commerce and mineral property in Eng- 
land are, at present, inconceivable, and must be left to 
time to develop. What the exports of South Australia 
will be in the course of a very few years, it would be folly 
to attempt to predict, but the last return offers, we are 
convinced, a faint shadow of their immensity. 

Of old, when the noUes of Spain left their native land 
in search of the gold mines of the New World, the minds 
of their fellow countrymen were excited to the most ex- 
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bOTBgaat ideas by the probable result, and all sought 
eageriy to partake in these expeditions, although they were 
attended with much danger. But now that the copper 
mines of South Australia open a prospect of wealth as 
great as ever could be Realized &om the exertions of the 
Spaniard amidst the gold mines of Peru and Chili, there 
are comparatively few persons to be found in England 
ready or willing to embark in an undertaking so ftiU of 
|m>mise. 



ABBTKACT KSTUBV OF IHFOSTB AND RIPOBTS AT POBT ADBLAIDB 
fOB THE FOIIBTB QUAJtTBB Or 1846. 



Total Imports .... nS,S67 3 
Imports re-exported . . . 4,809 10 



Imports coOBomed in 


the cobny 

IXPOETS. 


. £tlO,7S7 


13 


4 






£. 


«. 


d. 


Total Exports 




. 128,490 


14 


6 






. 4,809 


10 






Exports the produce of the colony . £123,681 4 6 

ROBBKT R. TOBBBMS. 

The following is the return of imports and exports for 
the second quarter of 1847- It must be borne in mind 
tiiat the first quarter of the year is the great exporting 
season, more especially as regards wool. 
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CUSTOMS" RETURNS. 

KBTDKN OP BXPORTS, FBODUCB OF BOUTK AUSTRALIA, DUKINO TBK 
QUABTBR ENDED 5TR OF JULT, 1847. 



Article. 


Quantity- 


Value. 






£. 


«. 


rf. 


Bacon and Ham 


7 cwt. I qr. 12 lbs. 


56 








Beef and Pork. 


100 cwt. 


83 








Butter . 


12 cwt. 


70 








Cora. viz. : Bailey . 


1 quarter 


5 








Bran . 


677 „ 


393 








Wheat . 


4,669 „ 


9. 115 








'• Flour 


135 tons 10 cwt. 


1,652 








Che«H . 


12 cwt. 


35 








Gum . 




653 cwt. 


413 








Hay . 




2 tons 11 cwt. 


15 








Hides . 




135 cwt. 


135 








Leather . 




38 cwt. 2 qrs. 


130 








Lead. Pig 




3 tons 


90 








Ore— Copper 




1,925 tons 7 cwt. Iqr 


39,449 








Lead 




76 t. 9 c. 1 qr. 25Hw 


1.147 








Plants . 




— 


10 








Specimens Nat 


Hist. 


— 


21 








Wine . 




25 gallons 


5 








Wool . 




17,6221bs. 


3.810 


13 







£56,636 


13 






Robert Torrbmb, Collector. 



ABsriACT RBTOBH or IMPORTS AND BXPORTS AT PORT ADXLAIDB 
FOR TUB SECOND aVARTBB OF 1847, 



Total Imports 
Imports re-esported 

Imports consumed in the colony . £84,797 



111,719 8 6 
26,933 
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Total Exports 
Importa re-exported 



83,638 13 



Expopta the prodace of the colouy . £56,638 13 

BoBERT ToBBENS, Collector. 
Thoroughlj sQCcessful in his endeaTOurB at reform and 
curtailment^ Capttun Gre/s administratioD bad the effect 
of extricating the Colony from the most serious embar- 
rassments, and of promoting the Intimate course of 
profitable industry. As already mentioned, Oapt. Grey 
wriyed in the Colony in 1841, and he left it in October, 
1845 (being succeeded by Major Robe, the present 
GoTemor), to assume the reins of government in Nev 
Zealand, to vhich position he ^as promoted in conse- 
quence of the success of his administration in South 
Australia, PreTious to bis departure, the prosperity of 
the Colony had assumed a firm basis ; the exports vere 
rapidly increasing ; the expenditure had been reduced 
from £180,000 to ;e30,060 per annum, and the rcTcnue 
vaa in a flourishing state. The miQeral discoveries had 
been effected, and a special survey of 20,000 acres taken 
out for mining purposes ; the land revenue also bade fair 
soon to yield' lai^ returns,* which expectations have been 
fulfilled since Capt. Grey's departure. The following are 
the revenue and expenditure returns for six years. 





B«venne. 


EziMnditnro. 


1841 


i26,720 


£104,471 


1842 


22;074 


54,444 


1843 


24,142 


29,842 


1844 


27.878 


29,443 


1845 


37,180 


31,752 


1846 


48,015 


36,971 


JUII. 




h 
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The foUowiDg is a detailed Tetum of tte receiptB and 
expenditure of the Colony, for the quarter ending. Jane 
30, 1847. It exhibits a large increase in the receipts, 
and in consequence of the prosperity of the proTinc^ 
the interest on the debt of £85,000 has been resumed 
by it^ and the Consolidated Fund reliered from the 
burthen. 



GOVERNMENT GAZETTE. 
Abstract of thb Receipts and Expenditorb op the Colonial 

GfOVEBNMENT OF SoUTH AtJ8TBALIA, FOR THE QVABTSB EKDINO 

30th Juke, 1847. 

Receipts — Fixed, 





£, : d. 


Spirits imported . 


. 4,711 17 9 


Wines imported . 


411 19 




, 2,016 18 4 


Other goods imported . 


. 5,853 3 10 




. 285 8 8 


Incidental receipts . 


10 




13,289 3 7 


Deduct drawbacks and repaymen 


Is . 379 3 9 



Prurfsira nf iBtlArn 




— 12,910 

341 


1 10 

3 7 


Finn and Ftu— 






Fines from Police Msgistrate'e Coart 


46 18 






„ District Magistrates 


7 15 






Fees from Supreme Coart 


45 18 






„ Insolvent Court 


43 2 






„ Registrjr Office 


310 d 








77 13 






District Courts 


S3 9 






a Police Magistrate's Conrt;. 


17 8 







Carryforward . 


£572 9 


1 
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Brought forward . £572 6 1 

Fees from Sheriff . . 55 15 8 

„ Clerk to the Beoch . . 14 18 - 6 

„ InspectorofSlaaghterHomes 192 15 

„ Colonial Secretary's Office . 2 IS 6 

AssesBiiieat on Stock 

Zieauei — 
Publicans' OenereJ . . . , 875 Q 
StorakeepcTB' 20 

Cerf^icalei — 

Attomeya 5 

Medical Practitiouers . . . 110 

Aaction Duty ....... 

Storage of Gunpowder .... 

Tolls . 

City Rates 

Total Fixed . 



1A7. 



Receipts — Ihcidemtai. 
Rents of Oovemtnent Property 
SuchargeB recovered 
Repayments . 
Hisoellaneons . ... 

Total Incidental 



Ladd Fund, 
Proceeds of the sale of Crown Land 8,017 
Rentfi of land temporarily leased . 8 

Licenses to depasture stock . . 245 
„ ont timber . . . 190 

Balance of debt due by revenue 3,820 



Total Land Fund Receipts . 
General Total of Reooipta . 



39 


19 


6 


63 


10 





18 


13 


4 


£15,276 


3 


11 



.£26,866 18 4 
L2 
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GzPBRDmrtiB — ^FlXBD. 

£ : d. 

Goremor 375 

Civil I!glabliihmeni-~ 

Gorernor's EdabluhmeDt 91 7 1 

CoDncils 252 S 2 

Colonial Secretary's DepuimeDt' . . . . 487 13 4 

Colonial Treasurer's Department . . . . 158 6 8 

Andttor General's Department . . . 102 12 6 

Customs' Department 603 4 1 

Commiaaioner of Crown Lands' Department ■ 175 10 

Suireyor General's Department .... 627 16 6 

Colonial Engineer's Department . . . • 220 7 9 

Post Office Departmeut 201 1 7 

HarlMnr Department 589 6 5 

Colonial Storekeeper 50 

Ont-atationa 195 6 8 

Police Department 2,363 10 9 

Medical Department 80 4 8 

Lunatic Asylum 92 16 6 

Abori^es' Department 471 14 4 

Judicial Edablitkment*^ 

Supreme Conrt 1,0S4 14 7 

Bench of Magistrates . . . . . . 37 10 

Coroner . . . . - 92 11 

Advocate General's Department .... 156 14 6 

Colonial Chaplain 87 10 

Beligions and Educational purposes . . > 585 6 

Mitcdlaneotu — 
Maintenance of Destitntc Poor , £154 6 11 
Unforeeeen Expensea . . . 863 3 8 
Public Works and Improyements . 1,877 4 H 
Town Surveyor, and Street Repairs 1,466 16 10 
DebU of the Corporation of Adelwde 58 16 9 

-— 4,420 9 I 

T«ti.l Fixed . . . jei3,72S 19 S 
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BXPOBTS OF WOOL. 
Bepayment to Land Fond balance of debt 



Land Foho. 
Semitted to England throngb the 
CommiBBariat for Emigration por- 

poMS X10,000 

Payments made on aeoonnt of Emi- 
grants, per Pho^ . . . 178 4 
Tkatmi . 1^45 14 
Iiabtlla Walton . 6 
Snrrey and Management of Wa«te 

Lands 173 5 

Roads and Bridges ... 712 

Aborigines (Arrears of 1846-7) . 138 19 



Total Land Fnnd Expenditure . 12,554' 3 8 
General Total of Expenditure . ;£29,097 S 8 
W. H. Matubin, Anditor-Oeneral. 

Avdit OJke, Addaidt, Sovth Avttralia, 
24ihAuffiut, 1847. 

The rapid increase in the growth of wool in South 
Australia has been remarkable, although perhaps not so 
much so as in Australia Felix. The foUovring are the 
returns for fire jears : — 

1842 Value of wool exported 

to Great Britain £29.749 

1843 45,568 9 8 

1844 42,769 15 9 

1845 72,235 

1846 105,941 
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The decrease apparent tn 184'4 is attributable not to 
any failure in production, but to the period at whidi the 
«rool vas shipped, the season being at the close and 
commencement of each year. 

Compelled, previously to 1840, to, import nearly the 
vhole of the grain neceesaiy for her consumption, the 
decrease is most remarliable. in these imports from the 
period Capt. Grey assumed office, and tend to exhibit 
the increased industry of the people. For three years 
the imports of grain, flour, &c., were as follors : — 

1841 The three last quarters, 

value .' . ^53,202 

1842 The entire year .' ; 29,682 IS 6 

1843 " " . . 3,519 2 

In the Utter year the colony became an exporting 
country, shipping about £15,000 vorth of grain of 
various kinds, and ever since the grain exports have 
continued largely to increase. In 1844 and 1845, 
-wheat was sold in the colony as low as 23. 6d to 3s, per 
busheL 

There are two banking concerns in South Australia, 
both of which of course have their chief office at Adelaide, 
viz., the Bank of South Australia, and the Bank of 
Australasia. The former confines its operations to this 
colony, but the latt«r has establishments in all the 
Australian colonies. It is remarkable how greatly the 
circulation of South Australia has increased within the 
last three years. In May, 1813, the entire circulation of 
bo^ banks was £10,998 5s. 9d. ; in 1846 it stood 
thus: — 
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Bank of Sooth Australia . £15,953 19 3 

Baob {^ Auatralasia .. . 6,636 5 5 



£22,490 4 8 



In May, 1847, a Btill farther increase was exhibited 
in the cvcuIatiOD, that of the Bank of South Australia 
amonntiiig to £21,498 lis. 7d., and that of the i^nk 
of Australaaa being proportionately pn^ressiTe. 

A. large portion of the business of both concerns -tx)n- 
sists- IB matters of Exchange and the discount of bills 
drawn do England against produce shipped thitiier. 
The amount of cash deposited iu the Bank of South 
Australia alone, on current account, is remarkable, and 
indicates the great prosperity of such a small community. 
The follcnring ia the -half yearly return of the Bank of 
South Australia. 

LIASILITIE8 AND ASSETS OP THE BANK OF SOUTH 
AUSTRALIA. 

Half yeAtly statement of the aterage veekly amount of 
the Iiiabilities andAssets of tho Bank ofSoul^ Aiis- 
*tralia, in the FrbTioce' of South Australia, &om the 
"leC December, 1846, to the 3l8t May, 1847, both 
"days'inclusiTe. 

LI131LITIBS. . 

Notes in circulation not bearing £ s. d. 

interest .... 20,187 13 1 
Bills in circulati<Hi not bearing 

interest .... . 1,305 18 6 



Carried oyer. . .£21,483 11 .7 
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■ £ g. d. 

Brought forrard ,. . 21,493 11 7 
Bills and notes in circalation 

bearing interest . . . 
Balances due to other banks and 

agents .... 2,532 7 
Cash deposited not bearing in- 
terest .... 52,751 5 3 
Cash deposited bearing ioteroat 13,017 6 7 



Total LiabiUtes . . £69^794 4 
Assets. 

£ e. d. 

Gold, silver, and other metals . 77,812 18 4 
Landed property (bank premises, 

&c., &c.) .... 6,896 2 

Bills of other banks . . 
Balances due from other banks 

and agents .... 5,863 2 2 
Debts due to the hank including 

bills, notes, &c, && . . 163,926 15 7 



Total Assets . £254,498 18 1 

The following are the rates of Exchange at which tiiia 
Bank does business. 

THE BANK OP SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 

Draw bills on London at 30 days* sight, at 3 per 
cent, premium. 



izecy Google 



RATES OP KCHANOB. l53 

Puichaae bills on Londoa at 30 days' sight, at par. 

From 30 days' sdght to 60 days' sight, at \ per cent, 
discount 

From 60 days' to 90 days', at 1^ per cent, discount. 

If drawn out of London (but payable in London), 
\ per cent discount. 

If payable out of London, \ per cent, additional 

Drav bills on Sydney, Hobart Town, Launceston, 
Melboome, and Portland, at 3 per cent, preminm ; and 
purchase on same places at 30 days' sight, at par. 

Draw bills on Swan Hirer, at 2 per cent, premium ; 
and purchase at 30 days' sight, at 3 per cent discount. 

Much the greater portion of the banking business of 
the Colony is transacted by the Bank of South Australia, 
owing to its more intimate and limited relations with 
South Austraha alone ; the increase of business in this 
concern has been very great within the last three years. 
In 1845, the circulation was £11,094 4«. 3^; cash 
deposited, £43,699 14«. lid. ; specie, £20,185 9s. Od; 
debts, £141,599 10a. 3d. In 1846, the rctuma showed, 
circulation, £15,953 19«. Zd.; cash deposited, £59,719 
58. 9d.; specie, £39,462 10». Od; debts, £130,993 
13. 5d. 

The monetary system of South Australia now shows 
itself in a most healthy state ; what is most remarkable, 
being the large increase in bullion, as exhibited by the 
returns of 1847. This is for different to what it was a 
few yews ago, when QoTemor Gawler was spending 
officially £180,000 per annom. 
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Populatum of Bcuth Atistralu accordiog to the oama 
taken in April, 1846. The (lifiereot diatrictB and their 

population are set out eeparatelj. Citj of Adelaide 
north and Boatb, total 7,413 ; or, 





Males. 


Female*. 


Total. 


South Adelaide . . . 


2,902 


2,668 


8,670 


North. Adelikido .... 


920 


914 


1,843- 


Hilner Speoial Sorr^ . - . 


70S 


493 


1,194 


fTorth of Gawler Town 


348 


no 


458- 


Wftkefleld uid HnU Riven . 


631 


131 


7«2 


MMnmde ...... 


58 


8 


66 


WeUiDgioD 


9a 


12 


105 


Mount Cnwford 


320 


810 


£30 


LitUe Fan Rha 


462 


360 


831 


PortA4eUide ... 


616 


713 


1,529 ' 


Soath-Weat of Adelaide . 


965 


692 


1,857 


Sonth-Eut of Adelaide 


68a 


ff84 


1,278 


East aud North-EaA of Adelaide 


fi26 


443 


9e». 


8tnrt and Onkaparinga Biven . 


212 


176 


388 . 


b'HaUomn Hill, &c., &c . 


392 


320 


718 


South of Onkaparinga . . 


334 


248 


582' 


Soureea of Onkaparinga . 


780 


672 


1,452 ' 


Medov'B Speoial Surrej 


301 


843 


544 


Finnifls and Angaa'a Special Sun-ej 


308 


167 


474. 


EueoOnteiBa; .... 


1S8 


107 


265 


Port Lincoln . . . ^ .. 


86 


47 


132 


Kangaroo Island 


... 




70 


^orth of RiToli Bay . . , 


230 


21 


ISl 


6oathofRiToliB^ . 


248 


IS 


S68 


YaiikaliBa. .. . .. . 


91 


47 


186 . 


CapeJeiris .... 


93 


40 


>*». 


Total .- , 


12,»70 - 


9,650 


22,390 
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Tbe.foUoiiriiig IE the number of each rdigioos per- 



Church of England ' .' .' . 11,945 

Church of Scotland ' . ' . ' . 1,958 

Ijutheran Church {chiefly GermanB) 4 1,524 

Wealeyan Methodists . . . 2,246 

Other Protestant Dissenters . . 2,888 

Roinan Catholics . . . , 1,649 

Jews 68 

Mahommedana and Pagima . ,52 

. The married males amount to 3,847; married femaleS) 
3,811; the single males, 8,823; single females, 5,839. 

The adult inales from twentj-one and up^vurds number 
6,814; those between the ages <rf fourteen and twenty- 
one, 1,088. The females aboTe fourteen amount to 
5,136. 

In order still further to derelope the position of the 
population of this interesting and rich cobny^ it may 
be as well to give the occupations, aa returned in the 
census of 1846: — ■ 



Land proprietors, merchants, bankers, and stock- 
holders 1,152 

Clerks and orerseera to the above . , ,162 
Professional persons . . . . . 109 
Clerks and assistants to the above . . .35 
Manufacturers, brewers, millers ... 82 
Clerks and assistants to the abore . i -.46 
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Shopkeepers and retail dealers ... 338 
Clerks and assistants to the above . . .160 

Brickmakera 77 

Bricklayers . 83 

Smiths 152 

Carpenters and joiners S62 

Masons ... ... 92 

Shoemakers 225 

Cabinet-makers 24 

Plasterers 88 

Harness-makers 19 

Tailors 62 

Tanners 19 

Miners 269 

Sawyers and splitters 240 

Shepherds and others in charge of sheep . , 1,120 

Stock-meo and others in charge of cattle . . 215 

Carriers and their assistants . . . . 134 
Gardeners, farm-servants, and persons employed 

in agriculture 1,492 

Mariners and fishermen 85 

Domestic servants 818 

Labourers not included in the above definitions . 726 

All other persons not included iu the above . 13,993 

The number of houses in the entire colony were, 
according to the census: Stone or brick, 1,715; vood, 
1,272; temporary dwellings and tents, 1,189; total, 
4,176. 

From April, 1846, to June, 1847, the colony could 
not have received a less accession by immigration and 
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ctunul paaaengerB from Britaio and tb« colonies, than 
four thouBand persons. A lar^e number of these were 
miners, mach required to work the inezhaostible wealth 
that discoreries of ores of the richest quality made every 
month more apparent. 

The rates of vages payable in the colony are consi- 
derable, vhen the price of proTisions is taken into 
account. 

House-rent is only paid in tho toTii, for in the coontrj 
a hat is soon erected. Many of the pastond serrants 
lire throughout the year in tents, or under a tarpaulin 
erected on a few forked sticks; and they suffer no incon- 
renience from the weather, owing to the salubrity of the 
climate. The following were the rates of wages general 
in the colony in September, 1847: — • 

BlademiWis — 30^. to 35«. weekly, well employed. 

Bricklayers — Qs. to Qa. Gd. per day, ditto. 

Cctrpenters — 6$. to 7a. per day, ditto. 

Masons — 6a. to Is. per day, ditto. 

labourers — 15s. to 25«. weekly. 

Shoemaiers and Bootmakers earn from 30s. to 45a.' 
per week, and find plenty of employment. 

^lepherds are much in request, at wages Tarying 
according to distance, from 10a. to 12s. per week, with 
weekly rations, consisting of 10 lbs. flour, 10 lbs. fresh 
meat, 2 lbs. sngar, and \ lb. tea. 

ffutke^jers — 6s. to 8s. per week, with the like rations. 

Farm Labourers are readily engaged at from 10s. to 
14s. per week, according to ability, with rations aboTO- 
mentioncd, and opportunities of euning more at harreat 
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Tinamiths find pl^tj of wotk; and.thoae vbo empby 
jonmeymen give. them 30«. per week or more. 

Domestic Servants are in great request for rei^ectable 
serrice, at XI 4 to £18 a-year, many beii^ engaged 
weekly or monthly, at rates varying from 58. to- 7s. per 
'week, all with board and lodging, of com^. 

Cooks, or other male domestic serrants, get £18 to 
£25 per annum, with board and lodging. LiTeries are 
rare, but free living la not so. 

Miners employed on owners' accoont get 25s. to 'iOs. 
per week, but really experienced men engaged upon 
tribute and tut work bare frequent opportunities of 
earning considerably more. 

The demand for mechanics and tradesmen is limited, 
for a great proportion of the clothes consumed are 
imported ready made. Those generally in request are 
carpenters, blacksmiths, and shoe and boot makers, but 
the persons really in demand are miners, shepherds, farm 
labourers, and domestic Berrants, more especially strong 
young femalea 



Addaide MarheU, Hh Sfptemier, 1847. 

Farm Produce. — Whea^ is. to 4a. 3d. per bushel; 
fine flour, £12 per ton ; seconds ditto, £10; oati^ is. Gd. 
to 5s. ; English barley, 5s. to 5s. Gd. ; Oape do., 3b. 9d. 
to is. ; pollard, £6 10a. per ton, or Is. Gd. per bushel 
of 20 lbs.; bran, Is. 3d. per bushel; malt, 7s. per 
bushel. The 2 lb. loaf, 3d. 

Poultry and Dairy Produce. — Fowls, 3s. to 4s. per 
couple; ducks, bs. per pair; turkeys, 5s. to 8^. each; 
geese, Ga. to 7b. each; pigeons, la. Gd. per pair; batter, 
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lOd. to 1«. per-lb.; bacon, 8d. to- lOd.-, hams, 1«. to 
Is. 2rf. ; porl^ 6d to 8rf. ; lard, &d. ; sauaages, Sd per 
lb.; cheese, 6d. to Is.; eggi, lOd. per dozen. 

Biitcher^ Meat. — Beef, 2d. to Sd. per Ib.j mutton. 
Id. to 2d. per lb.; iamb,. Is.. 'Sd. .to Bs. per quarter; 
real. Ad. to 5(f.-per lb.; calres' heads,- 28. to 2s. 6d. 
each; ditto feet, Bd. to Is. id. per Bet; tripe, 6<f. 
per lb. 

Vegetables. — Potatoes, Qs. 6d. to 9a. per qwt., or Id, 
per lb. ; cabbages, Is. Gd. per doz. ; green peas, 3s. €d. 
per peck; onions, 6d. per lb.; carrots, 3d. per bunch; 
turnips, id. per dozen; chiUies, 2d. to 4(i. per dozen; 
celery, id. to 6(f. per head; leeks, Gd. to Is. per bundle. 

Say. — Oaten hay, £2 15a. to ^ 5s, per ton; mea- 
dow ditto, £2 to ,£2 10s. 

Cccttle. — ^Fat oxen, 145. to 16s. per 100 lbs., sinking 
the fat and offal; working steers, £i to £5 ; dairy cows, 
^2 to £4; calres, £1 to £l 5s. each; sheep, 5s. to 7s. 

Fruit. — Apples, Is. to Is. Zd. per lb. ; grapes, id. to 
Gd. per lb. ; pomegranates, Gd. to 9d. each. 



Adelaide, September 4, 1847. 
WHOLESALE PRICES CURRENT, 
Abticlbs op Export. 

Bacon per lb. . 6(f. to Td 

Buk per ton 

Barley biuhel . 3t.ed.U> 6t. 

Barleymeal 50 lbs. 

Beef ...... tierecB . SSs. 

Biscuit ..:... owi . I4f. to 18*. 

Bran . , i , . .'boshel ; ' I(. Itf. 
Bricks ...••• 1000 ; '40k. 
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Butter, SBlt«d 








. per lb. 


lOd. 


C&udles, moDlik , 






. do. . 


7i. 


• dips. 






. do. . 


0£ 


Cheese . 








, do. . . 


ed. to lOi 


Tleir, Cue 








. per ton . 


«12 




b . 






. do. . . 


£10 


Gum . 








. do. . 




Oum timber 








. per load 




H.y . 








. per ton 


^2 15s. fo^ lOt. 


Hides . 








. eaoh. 


6t. to lOs. 


Haire . 








. perbnshel 


(none) 


OaU . 








. do. . 


3s. U. to 4s. G<f. 


Oien . 








. eaeh. 


£,\ 10s. te £3 10s. 


Pellard . 








. per 20 lbs 


\,.U. 


Polstoes 








. per ton 


jejtojES 


Sheep, fat 








. each. 


10s. to 14s. 


Slatea . 








. per 1,000 




alalis 








. per foot 




Staioh . 








. per lb. 


5A 


TaUow . 








. per owt. 


36s. to 40s. 


Wheal . 








. perboahel 


4s. Od 


Woe!, 1st quality 






. per lb. , 




^~— 2nd qnality 






.do.. 


Nominal 








.do.. 




Whalebone . 






. per ton J 




InpoRTED Goods. 




Ale, light perbbd. 


(none) 


. strong 






. per barre 


(none) 


bottled 






. per dosen 


10s. 


Bags, 3-bei>hel 






. . e«ih 


Is.^ ei to 2s. 


Blue . . 






. . per lb. 


Is. 4</. 


Candles, wax . 






. do. . 


3s. 


sperm. 






. do. . 


Is. Od. 


moulds 






. . do. . 


U, 


Oanras . 






.perbolt 


. 40s. to 48s. 


Casks . 








.pertnn 


4Ss. 
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Cedu, in log . 

. . - . itt boards 
Cigai^ HftDilla, in b 
Coala . 
Coffee . 
Copper, nheathing . 
— — n&ils . 
Cordage, EngliBh 

Manilla 

Corrouve Sublimate 
CrystalB of Soda 
Cnrrants 

DealB, 9 by 3 

II by 3 

Pigs . . 
Ginger, JTamuoa 

E. I. 

QluB, 10 by 12 
Olne 
Gunpowder, fine 



UABKET FBICEa. 

, per foot . 
. do. . 
. per 1000 . 
. per ton 
, per ont. . 
. per lb. 
. lb. . 

. per CTt . 
. do. 



Hanu, Yorkshire . 

■ Colonial 
Herrings, red 
^^— — — pickled 
Hops . 
Iron, bar, assorted , 
hoop . 

■ '^ nail rod 



■ '^ sheet . 
Isioglass 
Lead, aheet . 
Holass^ 
Mnstard 
Nails, assorted 
Oil, sperm . 
VOL, 11. 



. per 



lb. 



. per owt. 
. per II 



. per foot 
. do. 
. per lb. 
. do. 
. do. 

. per box 
. per lb. 



ad. 

»id.to4d. 
52*. to 80*. 
S0«. to 40(. 
459. to 60>. 
It. id. 
3s. 
5Gi. to eOf. 
50a. to 54*. 

Sf. ed. 
io«. ed. 

7d. 

Gd, 

9d. to Sd. 

U. 3d. to 1«. 9d. 

id. to 8d. 



. do. 

. do. 

. per keg 

, p. J-barl. 

. per lb. 



..per ton 
. do. 
. do. 



. per 



lb. 



. per Ion ■ 
. per cwt. 
, p.doE-tbs.. 
. per cwt. . 
. pergsl. . 



(none) 



30(. 
lid. to 1>. id. 
£H lOt. 
.£18. 
X20. 
(none) 
£30. 

£27 to £29. 
12«. to 14*. 
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Oil.blMV . . . 


. per ton . ■ 


^22 10(. 


linseed 


. per gal. . 


it. fid. 


elive, quirts 


. per doz. ■ 


dss. 


Pepper, black . . 


. per lb. . 


.3id. 


— white 


.do. 


. Sd.. 


Pickles, assorted, pinto 


. per dot. . 


15s. 


Pitch 


. per barl. . 


*0s. (soared 


Ploughs^ Scotch . 


. each 


M fk. 


Porter, London 


. per hhd. . 


£7. 


bottled . . 


. perdoa. . 


10s. to lU 


Raisins, Cftpe 


. per lb. • 


Sid. to id. 


Muscatel 


-do. 


Sd. 


Rice ... . 


. per cwt. .. 


18s. 


ResiE .... 


.do. . 


IJs. to 16*. 


Sago ... 


.do. . 


25s. to 28t. 


Salt, Liverpool 


. per too . 


£S. 


basket . . 


. per doz. . 


5i. 


Soap, London, 1st quaUty 


. per ton 


(noiie) 


Liverpool 


. do. 


(none) 


Colonial 


..do. 


^2 (scarce) 


Spirits in Bond— . 








..pergal. . 


lOt. to 13*. 


Geneva 


. do. 


5».6d. 


Ditto, 4 gallon cases 


. per case . 


iGi. 


Ram.W. L , 


. pergal. , 


5.. to 6s. 


Whisky 


. do. , 


. 10s. 


Staroh, London . 


.perlb. . 


erf. 


Sugar, Mauritins 


. per ton . 


£22 to £27. 


Manilla, Java, &c. 


. do. 


£24 to £32. 


refined .. 


. per lb. .. 


7id. 


Tar, Archangel 


.per barrel.. 


. (none) 


coal . 


. . do. . 


. 30s. 


Tea, hyson-skin . . 


. per cheat . . 


. £5 St. 


' coDgoa . 


. .do. 


£4.10s. tpf5 5«. 


Company's ditto . 


. . do. 


£Sto£d 


black . . . 


perSO-cattyboi. 


2«s.to33s. 


giunpowder 


perlO-cattybox. 


S8f. 
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TobMco, is bond, good . 


.per lb. . 


Id. to Jr. 


Turpontine . 


. petgiJlen. 


«.. toSr. 


Tiiipli>te., I 


. per box . 


50*. 


XX 


. do. 


eoi. 


xtx 


. do. 


80>. 


Vl«0f« . . . 


. per gallon. 


U 41^ to 21; 


Win., ill bond- 






Port . 


. per pipe . 


jE35 to £50 


bottled . 


. per dozen. 


26*. to 36*. 


Sheiir . . 


. per butt . 


«30lejEl3 


bottled . 


.pordo»n. 


18*. to Ml. 


Hadein . . 


. per pipe . 


(.on.) 




. per doEen. 


(none) 


TeneiiSb . . 


. perqr..casl£ 


£5 


bottled 


. per dozen. 


18*. 


Cp. . . . 


. per 100 gab. 


iO 




. per doieu. 


50*. 


Okrot. . 


. do. 


30*. 


Wool-B«ggi«g 


. peryard . 


6d. to 8(f. 




. mi 


Nominal. 



Fbeights. 
To London. — Ores, 50s. to £i per ton; wool, \\d. pet 

lb. ; wheat, 2^. ^d. per baahel of 60 lbs. ; oil, .£5 t<> 

£,5 \08. per ton; measurement goods, £5. 
To Swansea. — Ores, £4 1 05. per ton. 
To Mauritius. — Wheat, Is. 6(f. per bushel; flour, 50s. 

per ton. 
To Sjdney. — Heavy goods, 15s. per ton; wheat, 6rf. per 

bushel; measurement goods, l7s. Gd. to £\ per 

ton. 
To Van Dieman's Land.— From 16s. to 30s. per ton. 
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CHAPTER II. 

CROVH LJUtSa KEOVLATIONS — IHPOSlttOM 0? ROYALTY TAX UPOK 

UIHEBALa — ETIU OF BUCH A TAX UINmO AMP MIMBRAI. 

VXALTH — PROORBSa OP OCCITPATION — SCABCTTY OP BUKFAC8 
WATBB — T&E BITER HURRAY AXD LAKE ALEXANDBINA. 

Ai^iHouQH the Acts of Parliament, pasBed &om time to 
time for the regaLatioQ of the CrovD LaDds of Australasia 
generally, hare been made applicable to South Australia 
as veil as the other colonies, jet it is a breach of agree- 
ment betveen the Colonial Office and the coIoniBts, as, 
on ita original settlement, there vaa a special arrange- 
ment entered into vith regard to them. B7 this 
arrangement the entire colony was to be thrown open 
for settlement, and the waste Crown Lands were to be 
disposed of in fee, by auction, at not less than a fixed 
^unimum price. There was no reseiTation as to limit, 
extent, situation, or minerals; the entire proceeds of tho 
" Land Fund" were to be employed in conveying labour 
to the colony; and it was specially arranged that the 
laws applicable to other parts of Australia were not to 
be enforced in South Australia, which was to be governed 
by laws framed for itself. Notwithstanding tliis arraoge- 
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menl^ the Cnnm Lands of Soath Aostralia are hot 
administered under the general Australasian Waste 
Lands Acts, in a similar manner to those of Nev Sontb 
Wales, and Australia Felix. The land is put up by 
public auction, at an upset price of £l per acre, and 
sold to the highest bidder, but Trith a reservation of a 
rojalty-tax of one-fifteenth upon all minerals raised. 

The Waste Crovn Lands Acts, attached to the end of 
the present volume, applj to South Australia as well as 
the other colonies. In order to cany out the amended 
Act, passed by Parliament in 1816, Orders in Council 
have been issued to the following efiect : — 

The Grown Lands are to be divided into three classes; 
settled, intermediate, and unsettled districts. In the 
first, leases for a year only are to be given; and pnr^ 
chasers of land, under regulations to be made by the 
Ooremor of the colony, are to bo allowed to pasture the 
Crown Lands in their neighbourhood. In the interme^ 
diate districts, leases for eight years u^ to be given; 
but at the end of each ancceasive year it is competent for 
the Governor, after giving notice of a certain length, to 
sell any part of the land, giving tiie lessee pre-emption. 
In the unsettled districts, the lease is to be for fourteen 
years, and the land is not to be sold during that period, 
except for public purposes — ^roads, mines, and railways; 
and should a railvay be formed in an unsettled distrid^ 
&e land for two miles on either side of it is to become 
Kid be considered as " intennediate" land, and dealt 
with accordingly. Leases are to be forfeited on non- 
payment of rent, and no sub-letting or transfer will be 
acknowledged unless it has, in the first instance, obtained 
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^e sanetion of tibe'Bxecatife. The I@aaM QfUTtfl ax&ia 
be enbrnUted to public cmnpetition hj auctiqn, the iipset 
price being fixed by the Qoremor for the time being. 

The annual changes tba.t hare taken place in the 
management of the Orovn Lands of the Colony, throT 
a shade of donbt over the penpanence of the new sjs- 
tem ; but as leases cannot be abrogated at the vill of 
the GoTernraent, more reliance can now be felt than 
under anj preceding arrangement. If the Colony con- 
tinne for fourteen years to prosper as it at present does, 
ita iohahitantB may feel perfectly satisfied that their 
fourteen years' leases vill prove to them as Taluable as 
a perpetuity, at the small annnal rent they piay origi- 
nally agree to pay; the Crown will probably not hare 
the disposition, and eren if it had, it will not have 
the power, to disturb them in their possessions, iflren 
heretofore, ^though the sqnatters and settlers depastured 
the Crown Lands by ri^t of a license, annually renewable, 
the land being hable to be sold at any moment, yet they 
disposed of and bartered the ri^t to the occupation of 
these lands, and considerable sums were often given fof 
the right to a sheep-station, even when there was no 
right of tenure. These transfers and sdes were illegal, 
but became the custom of the country ; how mudi more 
likely therefore are those who obtain leases under the 
new system, to sell, subdiride, or sublet lands. The 
Tery length of their tenure will be an inducement both 
to buyer and seller; improrements will spring np, honse^ 
-will arise, land .bo enclosed, tens of thousands become 
interested in the permanence and perpetuity of those 
leases, so that the QoT^mient will certainly nsver bp 
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altld t0 tiairy on^ t))d pripdple of the nev- EjBt0m iarthec 
than the orig^al granting of the leases. It may be that 
matters will work better with the eight years' leases, hut 
that is doubtfiilj howeyer, the yearly leases will be fouii<l 
effective. 

Before the promulgation of the late land regulations, 
aad for a^ short period, twenty-one years' leases were 
granted, bat to no great extent. Special sorveys of 
20,000 acres would also be obtained, by which means a 
person depositing ^20,000, would become entitled to 
have that exteu^ of land surreyed and conreycd to him 
in fee, in whaterer part of the country he might think 
fit. Several special surreys were obtained between 1844 
and 1847; indeed, the greater number of the mines at 
present worked are upon them. The special surrey, on 
which arfl the Burra Burra and Princess Royal Mines, 
was the first taken out. Special surreys are now 
ftbpli&hed. It was in 1846 that Lientenant-GhsTemor 
Robe, with the consent of his Council, first imposed the 
Royalty Tax of one-fifteenth; and it is only such lands 
as were since sold that are subjept to it : those previously 
disposed of were conveyed in fee without reseryation, 
It will be seen by the following despatch from the Colo-, 
Dial Seq^t^, that the impo^itipn of the Royalty Tax 
Was approved of, and tl^t ^ lands sold hereafter wil) 
b^ snbject to it , 



ROYALTJEa , . 

Colmial Secrtlarj/'a Office, Adelaide, May 4, lSi7. - 

The. lieiUienaDt-GovemOT has been pleased to direct 
tUe {toblicatioD, ^r gener^ infbimatioD, of the fi^owing 
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despatch, dated 30th Decembw, 1846, vhich hia Excel- 
lencj has receotlj received from the Right Honourable 
the Secretary of State for the Colonial Department, 
Mgnifying Her Majesty's Royal confirmation of the Regu- 
lations established by his Excellency in Council, on the 
3rd March, 1846, reserving to Her Majesty a royalty on 
all metallic minerals nused from lands thenceforward to 
be alienated from the Crovm. 

By Ms Bicellency's command, 

A. M. MUNDY, 
Oolonial Seovtary. 



(Copy.) 

No. 43. Dtmning-drtH, Decmber 30, 1846. 

Sir — I have considered, with the attention due to the 
importance of the subject, and to the anxiety which it 
must excite in the colony of South Australia, your dee- 
patch No. 16, of the 4th of March last, reporting the 
new regulations which, with the advice of your Executive 
Council, you have issued for the purpose of reserving a 
royalty of one-fifteenth on all minerals raised upon lands 
sold after the date of those roles. 

This question, I am fully aware, is one of no ordinary 
importance, and not to be determined by considerations 
of a temporary or a partial nature. The copper ores of 
South Australia are ahready considered to be amon^ 
the richest imported into this country fivm any part of 
the globe, and traces are said to have been found in the 
province of some even of the more precious metalsL 

Under these circumstances^ it is probable that the 
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TorkiDg of mines vill vithdraT a large nnmbei' of hands 
from other occupations ; and hence it is only just to those 
engaged in agriculture, to irhom the high price of labour 
is already an inconrenience, that mining property should 
contribute, somevhat in proportion to the amount of 
labour it absorbs, to the fond by which the expense of 
introducing immigrants of the labouring class is proTided 
for. 

But, assnming that mines are to be made to contribute 
to the fund, it seems to me iJiat, upon the whole, the best 
and most conrenient mode in which they can be made to 
do Bo is by the reservation of a royalty, the proceeds of 
which are carried to the credit of the Land Fund, and 
applied to the same objects. 

I am aware that this plan may be open to some objec- 
tions, but to none which seem of equal weight with those 
which apply to any other method of deriving a revenae 
frvm mines which has hitherto been proposed. 

One great security against inflicting any practical injury 
is, to take care that the royalty is not fixed too high. But 
when I perceive from some of the former reports, that in 
England, where mines of every descending degree of pro- 
ductiveness may be assumed to be sought after and 
worked, mining adventurers commonly afibrd to pay the 
owners more than l-15th of the gross produce, I cannot 
but hope that such a proportion must be very moderate 
in an entirely fr^sh and rich field, such as is presented by 
South Aostntlia. 

Another great mitigation of any inconvenience from 
royalty would be to convert it, as soon as circumstances 
would admit, into a fixed pecuniary parent. In the 
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absence of anj other test bj yrhiph to measore the fqtpre 
ctaims of the Crova, it was indispensable that thej should 
be based on the gross produce of the mines ; and, oving 
to the flactuations in this kind of property, it vonld pit)- 
bably be equally inexpedient for both parties to entei 
into any commutations, except for short periods. 
. Uuch I must leave to jour experience and obBerratioq 
on the spot; but I feel little doubt that, as soon as sqme 
eetimate can be formed pf the capabilities of different 
mines, yon will find it adyantageoua, if the owners offer 
reasonable terms, to exchange the right to royaltdes for 
certain fixed payments in money, provided that the agreer 
juent be not made for any lengthened period. 

It is objected to a royalty that it will create a distinc- 
tion between the owners of lands subject to it, and the 
early settlers, who will hold their lands ^e &om any 
such payment. This objection I sh^ have occasion to 
notice more fully in another despatch. I vill merely 
observe here that each class of purchasers knew before- 
hand the conditions to which their lands were to be suIh 
ject, and that recent purchasers must be supposed to have 
offered no more for their land than they considered it 
worth, after aH deductions to which it was liable. 

The best proof that the new regolations ^re not practi- 
cally felt as onerous may b^ found in the result of th9 
first public sale whidi took place after their promulg^tjon. 
At that side I p«rc^ve that^ whUst £l pr acre had 
hitherto been the ordinary upset price. of lands iq the 
coJony, some land was bid up to a price of £88 per apre, 
.wd that the whole thirty s^ons comprised .in the sal^ 
iferq sold »t ai) avora^ prira pf more thab MO per acra 



oy Google 



BASL GBBT*S D»FAVCB. l7l 

I hare now adverted to some oF the prindpiil grounds 
on which I am enabled to conrey to you Her Majeaty'B 
confirmatioa of the new regulations adopted by yourself 
and the Oouncil, and I trust that, on consideration, it 
oiay be felt in the colony that, by providing for a con- 
tinned supply of labonr, the measure is very importaQt to 
the interests of (dl classes in the existing community, 
beaideB being better adapted than any other to provide, 
without fresh taxation, for any increased demands created 
by the future prosperity of South Australia. 

In transmitting to you, however, this general approval 
of the regulations, I need scarcely observe that the pro- 
ridon for granting leases for twenty-one years will have 
to be altered from l^e date when the Land Sales Amend- 
ment Act, 9 and 10 Tic, cap. 104, came into force in 
the cobny. This Act only allows of leases for fourteen 
years, but as its operation would not commence until it 
was proclaimed by you, it will not interfere with the 
randitions of any leases which you may have previously 
granted. 

I have, &C., 
(Signed) GJbbt. 

Lieutenant-Oovenwr Sobe, 

On the publication of the foregoing the Colonists were 
highly indignant, as the result was most nnexpected, even 
by such as had purchased lands with the reservation tem- 
porarily in force. The following article will best tend to 
exhibit the ideas of the Colonists. It is extracted irom 
i^baSwthA'udralMn Register, Uaj IStb. 1847. 
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" The first feeling produced by the aimoTincemeiit of 
the coDfirmation of the Royalty Tax vas one of indigna- 
tioa and disappointment: — disappointment, that a Whig 
Minister should have given effect to a tax vhich a Tory 
Secretary of State had been unable to cany through 
Parliament; and indignation, that the fundamental 
principle of the colony should have been bo needlessly 
and wantonly violated. But however natural these 
feelings, their continued indulgence is useless. The 
matter is one evidently and eminently practical, and 
the question which the colonists now have to imswer 
for themselves is, — ' What is to be donet' 

" It has been suggested by a contemporary, that the 
tax, as at present imposed, is illegal. We confess that 
we cannot quite agree in his reasonings upon this point, 
principally because he appears to us to have left oat one 
very important element in the question. The Land 
Sales Act gives no powers to the Grown or its repre- 
sentatives which it did not formerly possess. That Act 
was passed in restrunt of the prerogative, in order to 
put an end to the fluctuating and inconsistent practicra 
which had previously prevailed, and to the abuses which 
the absence of any defined rule had encouraged. The 
question therefore is, not what powers the Act confers, 
but what powers it takes away, since every power 
incident to the ownership of land remains in the Queen, 
except 60 far as it is expressly restrained by the Act. 
And as the clause referred to by our contemporary does 
not bind the Grown to alienate in fee simple, but autho- 
rizes alienation for any less estate or interest, we imagine 
that iJie iindoubted right of the Grown, independently o( 
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the A(A, to reseire a rent payable in money or in kind, 
and either fixed or rarying in proportion to the prodace, 
sabsists in Her Majesty, to be exercised in what manner 
she may think fit. Upon this ground, therefore, ve 
fear that the royalty must be held to possess legal 
validity. 

"And ve apprehend that the other objection taken to 
the reservation, that the deeds in -which it is reserved 
are not in the form prescribed by the rojal instructions, 
would, if insisted upon, produce wider coaeequences than 
oar contemporary appears to contemplate. We quote 
from his columns, because we hare not the Act before 
us to whidi to refer, and we there find the clause that 
all ' conveyances and alienations of land purchased, shall 
be made in such forms and with such solemnities as 
shall from time to time be prescribed by Her Majesty, 
and being so made shall be valid and efifectual." 
» * * It * * * 

" If our present opinion can be proved to be unsound, 
and it can be shown that the imposition of royalties is 
illegal, let the tax be resisted in due form of law. If, 
on the. contrary, it is sanctioned by the letter of the Act, 
and legal resistance is hopeless, then we shall act most 
wisely and most effectually by confining ourselves to the 
means which are undoubtedly at our disposal, and which 
have oiten baffled attempts of a similar kind. Passive 
resistance is well nigh invincible, though we should 
deeply regret to see any necessity arise for its adoption. 

" But we are not yet without hope. We place some 
confidence in the clear-sightedness and fairness of our 
present GoTemor. The promulgation of the regulations 
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impositig ihe Royalty Tax Tras dhe of hifi fil4t acts, done 
at a period when he was comparatively igoorant bf ihe 
orcumstaDces of the colony, and could not be expected 
to appreciate the efiects of the imposition. But since 
that period he has had abundant opportunities bf ob- 
taining information ; and there is one conclusion at which 
he cannot have failed to arriTC, — ^that never did a 
Government propose to raise universal odium, and to 
destroy all public confidence on its justice and its 
wisdom, upon a ground more palpably inadequate. The 
question, as he cannot fail to see, assumes two aspects. 
Either the imposition of a royalty will affect the sel- 
ling price of land in proportion to the burthen sought 
to be imposed, and in that case it diminishes instead of 
augmenting the contribution of mineral lands to the 
Emigration Ftmd, and is, consequently injurious; or 
from the combined results of die spirit of competition, 
and of the uncertain character of the property to be 
iicquired, the full price will be given for their lands, and 
in that case by ceasing to be injurious it becomes unjust^ 
This ' is the first and most simple view of the question ; 
and upon this view the argument of Mr. Moiphett and 
the other members of the Council was mainly founded, 
in their opposition to the Royalty Bill ; and the sound- 
ness of that view becomes more apparent in proportion 
as the subject is investigated. 

" But there is another point of view in which this tax 
ought to be regarded. It is similar in its nature, and it 
will be identical in its operation with the old tithe 
system in England. If imposed and enforced it will, so 
far as the yield of the mines is concerned, produce the 
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satuo effect as ibough the quiintity and the Tatue bf the 
ore raised vere diminiahed by one-fifleetith. A higher 
per centage of copper consequentlj vill be required, ill 
order to the profitable vot^g of a ihine, and -works 
-which tnight btherwise be prbfltablj uhdertakeni tniltti 
under the pressure of this tax, be abandoned. And 
unce the Ttdae of a mine cannot be determined bj a 
merb inspection of the surface, the ntoessitj for aban- 
donment may not be discovered ontil tifter a large ex- 
penditure has been incurred in the attempt to ascertain 
its value. 

" A rojaltj is, moreorer, in its operation oiie bf thd 
most unequal of taxes. In an easily'-worked mine, the 
iinposition -would be scarcely felt, but its burthen -woulcl 
increase in proportion to the amount of labour required 
to procure the ore. It Trould he easy to give numerous 
illustrations of this topi<^ but we vill select one, -which 
our readers will at ouce see is by no means an improbable 
case, though it may not actually exist at the present 
moment. It is easy to suppose two mines, so situated 
that the cost of ore delivered at the port should be the 
same for each ; in one case, however, owing to the dis- 
tance &Dm the port, and the expense of cartage, and in 
the other from the difficult nature of the workings, and 
the increased expense of raising ore, it might well 
happen, for instance, that a difference of £2 per 
ton in the cost of the ore at the pit's mouth was 
equalized by the difference in the price of cartage, re- 
sulting from the greater distance of one of the mines. 
In such a case, it is obvious that the owners of ibo one 
miite Tonld be taxed to the extent of £2 per ton upon 
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ererjr ton taken hj the GoTonunent more than the other, 
and that this might, in effect, double the amount of tax. 
We hare selected this merely as illustrative of the prin- 
ciple, and our readers Till be able to snggeat for them- 
Belres many other cases in which a similar injustice voold 
be occasioned. As a tax, therefore, it violates the first 
and most essential condition of all taxes, equality ; and 
were there no other grounds of objection, this alone 
would suffice to determine any governor, who desired to 
do justice, against enforcing it. 

"We find that our space will not permit us to notice 
half the real objections to this tax. We shall content 
ourselves with one further remark, and we address this 
to Earl Qrey and to the other gentlemen in England, 
who were instrumental in procuring the adoption — we 
were about to say of the present system, but we cannot 
- — of the recent system of disposing of land absolutely by 
sale. These gentlemen can scarcely have forgotten, 
though it is seventeen years since, that the plan of quit* 
rents and reservations had been attempted in almost 
every colony, and that in no single instance had it been 
found possible to enforce their payment These burdens 
upon land had been productive of deep-seated discontent 
and disaffection; they had created habits of insubordina- 
tion, and had scattered the seeds of disloyalty; they had 
struck at the roots of industry by introducing a feeling 
of insecurity in connexion with the possession of land, 
but in no case had they augmented the revenues of the 
colony, or assisted in defraying the expenses of the 
Government. They were condemned by every one who 
was acquuQt«d Trith the subject, either theoretically or 
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in practice, and they have been abandoned in every 
colony, without, we belieTe, a single exception. Among 
the most Btrenuous supporters of the new system, which 
■was to supersede these old practices, waa the present 
Earl Grey, then Lord Howick, and Undev Secretary for 
the Colonies. He, it appears, has abandoned his early 
opinion on this subject, and to him it might perhaps he 
UBoless now to appeal; but we call npon all those who 
took a part in that moTement, now to come forward and 
vindicate their principles against this contemplated re- 
currence to one of the worat features of the old 
practice." 

Truly, the South Australians have much reason to 
complain of the imposition. Although it would only take 
effect on those lands sold since Governor Robe's reser- 
vation, yet it would act as a great bar to the prosperity 
of the colony, not only on account of its amount being 
6f per cent, on the gross quantity of ore raised, but on 
account of the surveillance and annoyance to which its 
collection would give rise. Indeed, in their management 
of the mineral interests of New Holland, the Colonial 
Office have always been pui-icularly unfortunate. Origi- 
nally, all minerals were reserved to the Crown, the sur- 
face only of the laud being conveyed to the purchaser. 
Earl Bathurst, many years since, when Secretary for the 
Colonies, bestowed upon the Australian Agricultural 
Company, the monopoly of coal in New South Wales, 
which tie Company yet retain ; and, thus legally pro- 
tected, they prevent private individuals from working it ; 
the total supply of the colony being produced from their 
tuines at Newcastle, at the mouth of Hunter's River. The 
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bnrdieii uid the incnbna of this monopoly on ike ctAouj 

are sach, that the LegisUtire Asaembly have Utelj 
appointed a committee to conmder the best mode of 
obt&iniDg its abrogation. 

With the exception of the monopolj of coal, the Orown 
continaed to retun all mineral rights, ontil harA John 
Russell took his seat at the head of the Colonial Board, 
and then the bad policy of sach Teseirations vfm acknow- 
ledged, and all minerals vere oonTejed to the purchaser 
of the fee of the soil. There is no question but that the 
Orovn monopoly of minerals caosed the inhabitants to 
take no interest in their discOTery, and this has since 
been folly shovn both in New Sonth Wales and Australia 
Felix ; for many and Taloable discoreries hare taken 
place within the last tvo years, which woold not hare 
been the case, or at least made public, if the old mcmo- 
poly had continued. 

In the colony it is considered that Gbreraor Robe 
now recognizes the bad policy of the imposition of the 
royalty, and the check it will gire to more eitenaiTe 
mining operations. It must be remembered that when 
the tax was recommended by Major Rob^ he had been but 
a short time in the colony, and had had few opportnnities 
mp to that period, of obtaining much knowledge r^arding 
it ; the idea was a crude one, and was the proposition of 
the OoTemor, adopted by his council, who are chiefiy 
goTeniment offidals, all being nominated by the Grown. 
The colonists had no voice in the matter, but as far as 
being unrepresented they could, they loudly exclaimed 
against the measure, through the ptem. 

The great cause assigned, both by GoTomor Robe and 
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Lord Stanley, for the impOEdtion of the Royalty Tax, is 
a desire to increase the "Land Fund," and ^e large 
quantity of labour that mining operations vill direrb 
front agricnltnral and other employments. They hoH 
therefore, that mining should continue to contribote to 
the fund for the importation of labour. 

The colonists, on the other hand, assert, that the 
original purchase money of mineral lands, is of itself 
amply sufficient to introdace labour to work them. 
Certainly, if such vias not the case, vhen these lands 
vere sold at the upset price of one pound per acre, there 
is no doubt that it is noT, vhen mineral lands are all 
submitted by auction to public competition, and at the 
late sales hare produced an arerage of more than ten 
pounds per acre. But eren adniitting to the fiiUest 
extent that the mines absorbed a greater proportion of 
labour, than the amount paid for mineral lands defrayed, 
yet, it nnqaestionably is impolitic to burthen them lirith 
any tax, because they are the great source of the pros- 
perity of the colony, not only on account of the wealth 
they bring into it, in retnm for mineral exports, but also 
by reason of the home market they create for agricoltuial 
and pastoral produce. Unquestionably, if the entire 
popolatioQ of the colony vere eng^ed in ordinary agri- 
cultural and pastoral pursuits, each producing for himself 
the place vonld not be so prosperous as at present ; the 
Talnable home-murket created by the min^ and many 
others employed in connexion with tbem in mere mannal 
labour, and conveying the ore to the coasts and then 
shipping it^ shotdd be fostered tmd extended aa much as 
possible, instead of being discouraged. 
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A strange iDConsistency is apparent in the despatch of 
Lord Glrey, the more remarkahle that it emanates from 
Buch a dear headed statesman. Royalties are, according 
to this despatch, to be imposed because his lordship 
considers that mines vould not otherv'ise adequately con- 
tribute to the " Ijand Fund," they being capable of ' 
doing so, as is exhibited by some mineral land bringing 
X88 per aire by public auction. This certainly is a strange 
argument ; iirst, the mines are to he taxed because the 
noble Earl does not consider they could otherwise suffi- 
ciently contribute to the "Land Fund ;" and secondly 
the Royalty Tax is to be imposed because these mines 
already contribute so rery largely, the land containing 
minerals seUing at such high prices. As this species of 
argument is rather novel, the author will leave his readers 
to digest it as they best can, for in his humble opinioa 
the latter portion of Earl Grey's despatch entirely con- 
tradicts the proposition laid down in the first part of it 

An export duty is uniyersally acknowledged as a tax 
on the industry of a country, which never should be 
imposed if it can possibly be avoided. But a Royalty 
Tax On minerals is if possible worse then an export tax, 
because of the inequality of its operation ; the levy will 
be npon the gross tunount of ore raised, although the 
expense of bringing it " to grass," as miners say, most of 
necessity vary extremely, according to the depth of the 
lodes, and various other circumstances. Even when " at 
grass," the value of the ore at different mines will vary, 
as they are near or distant from a shipping port There- 
fore, even on account of its inequality, and the injustice 
of its operation, a mineral royalty must be objectionable 
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to the last degree. An aosioiiB desire seems at all times 
to hare actuated the OoloDial Office, to acquire as large 
a sum as possible from colonial vaste lands, and, bent 
on this object, various plans are resorted to for increaa- 
ing this reyenue, which is afterwards chiefly deroted to 
purposes of emigration. Such was the course pursued 
by Sir George Gipps, the late Govemor of New South 
Wales, under the direction of the Colonial Office. In 
1839 and 1840 he excited a demand for land; large 
nmnbers of capitalists, and others, were induced to pro- 
ceed to that colony, and when they arrired, instead of 
giving them land plentiful and cheap to settle on, the 
desert wastes were doled out with a niggard hand, so 
that the paucity of the supply excited the warmest 
competition, and the enormous sum of ^57,976 was 
raised by land sales in the years 1839, 1840, and 1841 ; 
prices being paid which will never be again obtained, 
nnder the most favourable circumstances. The conse- 
quence of this is known : universal bankruptcy over- 
whdmed the country, and ruin was an inmate in every 
home. Truly, that recent crisis should act as a warning 
to any Secretary for tiie Colonies, and induce him to pause 
before he endeavours by a Royalty Tax to wring the 
utmost from the colonists, for ptuposes of emigration, all 
of which must be withdrawn &om the drculating medium 
of the place, to pay British shipowners for the convey- 
ance of emigrants thither, thus giving rise to monetary 
difficulties. 

The imposition of the Royalty Tax and the abroga- 
tion of Special Surveys, are two more instances added 
to the long list of changes and modifications which hare 
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taken place vith regard to the waste Orown Lands of 
the Australian colonies, and which create sadi uncer- 
taiatj with regard to proj^rtj. But it ia indeed much 
to be desired that the Cdonial Secretary will not per- 
severe in the imposition of the Royidty Tai. The 
mineral wealth of Hie colony has only been known some 
three years, and the working of its mines scarce com- 
menced ; any check put upon the enterprise and industry 
of the inhabitants may act as a formidable barrier to 
the development of those vast resources which mineral 
workings hare already disclosed. There is no country 
on the face of the globe possessed of such rich copper 
mines, or so accessible to water carriage as those of 
Sonth Australia ; the Oomwall mines can bear no com- 
parisoQ with them. The value of the Cornwall ore dis- 
posed of at Swansea, in the first half of 1847, averages 
about .£6 17s. per ton, whilst that of South Australia 
for the same period, sold at the same place, brought an 
average of Xl8 1 5s. The value of the ores of the 
Colony is increasing as the workings deepen, and they 
exhibit a very even average: 1,920 tons of ore from 
the Kapnnda Mine, sold at Swansea in the twelve months 
preceding September, 1847, produced £37,024 l7e., or 
rather better than .£19 5s. per ton. 

The average value of the Sonth Australian oral 
having been considerably increased by the arrivals in 
the last half of the year 1847, the value of this oolon/s 
ores may be said to be nearly three times and a half 
as great as those of Cornwall And yet many of the 
Cornwall mines pay 100 per cent on the capital em- 
barked in them. Of what, therefore^ with proper 
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mahagemeDt, might not the South Australian mines be 
capably if their working -were eacouragedl It is not 
only the mine-ovners and population of this colonj vho 
vould be benefited by the development of its mining 
resoorces; the shipping interests of Great Britain would 
largely partake in the advantage as carriers of the 
minerals to various countries. A market also would 
be created for the consumption of British manufactures, 
for which the colonists could pay by an exportation 
of copper required in the home mai^et. 

Under the Crown there ia no colony that presents 
such bright prospects for the future as South Australia, 
sad it is a pity that, in the infancy of its prosperity, 
such a clog should be imposed on it, as all its inha- 
lutants justly appear to consider a B,oyalty Tax. The 
veiT Act under which the colony was founded does not 
seem to have contemplated the possibility of snch an 
imposition; the Crown waste lands were engaged to be 
diqMjsed of in fee, at a fixed minimum price, or as much 
above it as competition by auction could procure. There 
were no mineral reservations ; the soil above and below 
were alike to be transferred, on purchase, to the buyer; 
and now that thousands have settled in the colony, in 
the foil belief that these engagements would be adhered 
to in good faith, the Colonial Secretary is bound in 
justice to fulfil with the colonists the original engage- 
ment, under which they were induced to leave their 
native land. 

It certwnly is a strange drcumstance, that Adelaide 
■honld have been founded as near as possible in the very 
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centre of the mineral vealtb that Qp to this period has 
been discovered in South Australia. 

Standing on the eastern shore of the Gulf of St Vin- 
cent, Adelaide is close to the range of hills which, com- 
menciDg at Cape Jerris, run north, and nearly parallel 
to the Gulf. Mineral specimens hare been discovered in 
every part of this range ; but the mines chiefly -worked, 
and which have given such a reputation to the colony, lie 
to the northward of Adelaide. 

The chief of these is the Buna Burra mine, distant 
from the capital in a direct line about eighty miles, but 
by road nearly one hundred. This mine is the property 
pf a Joint Stock Company, whose shares are at a high 
premium, and was first opened in September, 1845. On 
account of its celebrity and extraordinary richness, the 
author is induced to quote the following description of it 
by a gentleman who visited it in the November of 1846, 
and who is a most respectable inhabitant of Adelaide. 

"On Sunday morning we took an early walk, and 
obtained a glimpse of the mine from the sommit of an 
intervening hill, but were closely immured for the re- 
mainder of the day in consequence of incessant rain. 
Early on the following morning our breakfast was cut 
short by the announcement, that Captain Lawson was 
* waiting to accompany us underground,' at the principal 
workings; and having provided ourselveB with subter- 
ranean ' toggery,' we made a hasty but becoming toilet, 
and hastened to attend onr kind condnctor in his descent 
The huge cargoes which have been shipped, the piles 
of ore we had seen at the port, the hundreds of draught 
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oxen and laden drajB we met in their progress to the 
vhar^ the thousands of tona of ore around the workings 
and near the intended amelting-house, their daily accu- 
mulations, and the reports of credible, unbiassed wit- 
nesses, had prepared us to expect much; but before wo 
had passed through a single gidlerj, as the larger hori- 
Eontal dirergea or levels are very properly called, we saw 
enough to conrince ns we had commenced the ezamma- 
tion of a mine incomparably richer and more productire 
than any mine of any kind we had erer seen in the 
United Kingdom. 

"We passed through a succession of galleries and cham- 
bers, as the larger excaTations are justly termed, one of 
them being large enough to hold a congregation of a 
hundred or two persecated covenanters, and sufficiently 
lofty for the pulpit and desk, which those simple but 
deront worshippers managed to dispense witL In our 
progress we had to ascend successive perpendicular lad- 
ders, with a lighted candle retained between the fore^ 
finger and thumb; afterwards to make our descent by 
similar contrivances, and others much more rude ; until 
in divers wendings, prostrations, twistlngs, turnings, 
elamberinga, and examinations, we had spent nearly 
three hours underground, and passed through or looked 
through the greater part, if not all the extensive subsoil 
operations, which were thus correctly described in the 
last half-yearly report of the directors : — 

" ■ The present openings or workings consist of twenty 
mine shafts or winzes, the deepest being one hundred 
and forty-four feet (at which depth a lode of very rich 
ore has recently been cut), and the^ amonnt in tiie 
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aggregate to 1,860 feet in depth; also eereutj galleries 
or levelfl, the united lengths of which measure 7,992 feet, 
or rather more than one mile and a half.' 

"Sabsequent operations have not been without com- 
mensorate resulte, for we cotuited more than the number 
of ahafta and winzes mentioned; and although we could 
not estimate the lineal admeasurement of the rarious 
lerels, galleries, driragea, and excarations, the time it 
took us to trarerse them, and our impressions of their 
extent^ convinced us that 'the mile and a half' had ceased 
to be a sufficient longitndinal return. There are steps 
down to the first range of workings ; and the passes, lines 
of commnnicatioD, and ladder shafba, are so well con- 
trired, that we had not oflen to trust our *preciouB bodies' 
to the kibble and the rope. Past experience enabled us 
to draw a prettj correct inference from what we saw, 
and to estimate (if it be possible) the ralue of the pro- 
perty itself ; but we could not repress the expression of 
surprise and delight, as the successire astonishing dere- 
lopmeut of mineral riches presented themselves, or were 
exultingly shown us by some of the numerous miners 
employed. 

*"rhe directors estimate the total quantity of ores 
nused in the twelve months ending on the 20th ultimo, 
was 7,200 tons ; but as in calculating the small ores 
retained for smelting at the mine at 1,462 tons, they 
were greatly below the mark, and have been raising 
largely ever since, the entire quantity produced within 
thirteen months may sf^ely be set down at ten thousand 
tons. The prices obtained in the sales of Bnrra Borra 
ores at Swansea already show an avera^ of lomethiDg 
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more than £23 16«. per ton; so that even dedacting 
£8 IGa. per ton for carriage, freight, and charges, the 
mine may be said to hare yielded ralue equal to at least 
£150,000 estimated apon the groond (or 'at grass,' as 
miners would say); and all this vithin the short apace of 
thirteen months from the commencement. Nor is this 
large amonnt likely to be a mazimimi, for the malachite^ 
red oxide, and other rich kinds of ore, have become pre- 
dominant; and as the mine is undoubtedly equal to l^e 
production of three hundred tons or more per week of 
ores likely to yield a much higher average than here- 
tofore, it is not difficult to foresee the immensity of fnture 
returns. The great importance of the operations at this 
mine, as beneficially affecting the trade and commerce of 
South Australia, may be judged of from the facts, that 
the sums already distributed in thirteen months by this 
one concern, amongst our industrious settlers for carriage 
alone, must hare exceeded £10,(^00; those expended a 
wa^s and the various items of disbnisement, £20,000; 
and the British or Oolonial freights, which cannot be less 
than £15,000. 

" It affords us much pleasore to be able to state that 
not one single accident has proved fatal to any miner 
employed in the Bnrra Burra since the operations began; 
and it is due to the resident managers to add that every 
precaution is used, and no cost spared, in order to secure 
the ground, which is in some parts precarious enough to 
call for constant watchfulness. Stuhl timbers of solid 
gnm, ten to twelve inches diameter, with stout head and 
foot-pieoee of laige measurement, were being provided 
withoat grudging from an ample store of materials 
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contiguous to the working shafts, wtich aie respectiTely 
named after tlie seyeral directors or principal share- 
holders. 

"The productive hands are yarioasly employed; some 
npon tribnte, the highest proportion giTen being 3». 6d. 
in the pound sterling of the value of the ores raised; 
the lowest 2s.; and others by the ton for 'hard ore,' 
the prices varying from 183. to 27s. 6d. The pre- 
paratory miners and labourers operate upon what is 
called tut-worl, or so much per fathom, or on specific 
jobs, or at per day on owner's account, or in Ubonr 
subsidiary to and chargeable npon the takers or con- 
tracting miners below. The tribnters seem to prefer 
prompt bargains with the resident authorities to any 
long suspense; and an instance of this occurred whUe 
we were at the mine, wherein a guess was substituted 
for 'the score and the taUy,' and a hard bargain 
seemed to be driven bJtwcen the respective parties, the 
particulars of which did not transpire until it had been 
■wetted' at Mr. Wren's pubUc-house by the eight 
vendors; one or more of whom, having overstepped the 
bounds of propriety and peace, which necessitated the 
interference of the doctor and the poUce, and during 
discussions upon tie cams belli, the following leaked 
out, namely, that the eight men had earned £375, or 
nearly five guineas per week each, during a penod of 
nine weeks. We were informed that one man, a Com- 
ishman, whose comrades had twice quitted him dunng 
his temporary absence from the mine, and who resumed 
his workings alone, cleared X50 in two months. We 
could adduce many other instances of as large or lajger 
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earnings, but yre feel it our dutj to re&ain, because in a 
mine so very profitable, and one not unattended with 
personal risk to the wadergraimd workman, we think 
great Hberalitj ia called for, and are pleased to find that 
liberality is not wauting; although we found more eri- 
dences of prudential care, if not of tight dealing, than 
we were prepared to expect in a concern as yet so 
young, although so gigantic, and situated in a district so 
far remoTed from ordinary social facilities and the means 
of control. We learned that a census had been taken a 
day or two before we reached the mine, the following 
being the respective niunbei's employed or resident in 
the township, or in and abont the Burra Burra mine : — 



Male Adults 


. 238 


Female Adults 


?0 


Cliildreii . 


. 160 



Total . . 468 

"Besides these, there are sawyers, charcoal-burners, 
carters, and others, to the number of 50 or more, 
employed at various distances from the mines, so that 
the total population of the Association's district probably 
amount to 550 souls. 

" We can hardly imagine a more urgent call for the 
eierdse of missionary zeal than that which forces itself 
upon the attention when contemplating this new and 
mixed community. It wants not only an exemplary 
schoolmaster and schoolmistress, who would find thcm- 
selves sufficiently, if not liberally, paid; but a zealous 
minister of religion. * * » * * 
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Eooringa, the township attached to the Bnrra Bum 
mine, is principally composed of sobstantially-hnilt 
houses, constracted of atone, quarried Tithio tiie town- 
ship, abd Sagged with an excellent material itdsed upon 
the piopertj of the Association, although at a distance 
of some few miles. Altogether, the local adaptation and 
fiuulities for t^e fonuation of a township are all but of 
the first order ; and that Eooringa will be a Tery 
thriving place there can be little doubt. 

"At first sight, tbe paucity of wood, and the lack of a 
Tisible supply of water, appeared to militate against do- 
mestic comfort; butwhenweleamedthatthemenemployed 
by the Association were supplied with water at aiipenco 
per week, and wood at the like easy rate, we became 
convinced that in these, as well as in other rejects, 
there was more than met the eye. 

" An accurate weigh-bridge has recently been put down 
at the mine, and every precaution seems to be nsed to 
produce a jnst impression of fairness between master 
and man. By the present monetary arrangements, the 
labourer can porchase his weekly supplies wherever he 
can do so to the best advantage; and although the 
profits of the Eooringa store-keepers are still good, it is 
said they have ceased to be at all 'exorbitant.' Good 
stonemasons or wallers are mach in request, at '78. 
per day, or 4«. 6d. per cubic yard, finding their own 
materials; and masons' labourers at 5s. per day. Addi- 
tional carpenters might find ready employment at 35s. 
to iSs. per week, according to ability. Sawyers get 
lOa. Gd. per hundred feet. The price of carriage to the 
port (Adelaide) is £2 15s. per ton of 21 cwts., and 
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althoagb this seems low enough for 100 miles of car- 
riage, orer an onmade and sometimes 'yielding' road, 
tbere is no lack of carriers, inasmndi as the averaga 
Monday presentation is nothing short of 60 drajs and 
360 bnllocka. The charges for ap-carriage of stores and 
charcoal are also considerable, the stock on hand of the 
latter being snfBcient to fill a charcoal store of 150 feet 
in length by about 27 in breadth. The smelting-hoiise 
is a most sabetantial and handsome building, measming 
about 105 feet by 35 feet." 

In the immediate neighbourhood of the Burra Bnrra 
is a new mine, called the " Sydney Company's," at which 
little progr^s has been made, in oonaequence of the want 
of hands. 

The Princess Royal mine is ntoated in the same dis- 
trict, but at some distance from the Boira Burra. It 
Btands npon the same special snrrey of 20,000 acres as 
the Burra Buira mine, which was bought at the minimum 
price of £1 per acr^ and bids fair at no distant date 
to equal its wealthy neighbour, bot^ in produce and 
quality of the ore obtained. As yet the generally pre- 
vailing want of mining hands has limited the operations 
there, as elsewhere, and the quantity of ore raised up to 
January 1847, was inconsiderable, sot exceeding 500 
tons ; bat tiie workings hare laid bare "monster lodes* 
of unsurpassed size and richness. A Btnnted pine forest 
is in the immediate Ticinity of the Princess Royal, which 
will be the source of jumishing a cheap tmd abundant 
supply of charcoal for smeltiog ; and there is an ezcd- 
lent site for an intended township, with the adranta^ 
of a pure and neTer-Quling supply of water. 
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In the iiejghbourhood of the Hirer Light, and betreon 
that and the Rirer Ga-wler, unbounded mineral wealth 
exists, -wiuch aa jet baa been almost complete!; neglected. 
In fact, so Tast and extensive are the mineral fields of 
South Australia, that the inhabitants hare some difficulty 
in choosing vhere thej vill make purchases and com- 
mence operations. One great and indeed chief object 
with them at present, is to procure those mineral sites 
nearest a shipping port ; the disadvantages of 100 miles 
or so of land carriage, over unmade roads, are too appa- 
rent to be dwelt on here. 

The Kapunda mine is sitnated about a mile to the 
southward of the River Light, and considerably nearer 
to Adelaide than the Burra. This mine is nndoubtedly 
one of the verj richest that has been aa yet discovered : 
many beautiful specimens of virgin copper, laminate 
and foliated, have been found here, aa well as amorphous 
masses of great richness. The description and quality 
of the ore produced are various and remarkable. The 
grey sulphnret with green carbonate produces from 40 to 
50 per cent, pure copper ; black sulphuret and green 
carbonate 25 to 60 per cent. ; pale green carbonate 26 
to 48 per cent.; blue carbonate 20 to 30 per cent; grey 
carbonate with red oxide 28 per cent ; dark green car- 
bonate 30 per cent. These are the chief ores, bat there 
are some few others of lesser value near the surface. 

The extent of ores raised from the Kapunda mine up 
to the end of May 1847, has been about 3,000 tons in 
the whole, but this produce might be indefinitely extended 
by means of a plentiful supply of mining labour and tlie 
nuichinery for keeping the mine dear of water, for which 



izecy Google 



HBB HIHSBAL WEALTH. 193 

the Oompanj hare fonnd it necessary to send to Eng^d, 
It is lemarkable that the mineB already worked are 
almost devoid of water. In the case of the Eapnndi^ 
the drainage may be caoaed by its vicimty to the Hirer 
Li^t and the Tmnsoal presence of some surface springs. . 

The Qreenock mine in the vicinity of a range of the 
same name lies due east of the Eapnnda, and is much 
fortha &om Adelaide, being about 70 miles. 

The Hontacate, a mine as yet but little vorked, is 
only ten miles &om Adelaide to the north-east of that 
tovn. Copper pyrites and carbonates are the chief pro- 
ductions. 

To the n(HiJi-east of Adelaide is a splendid mineral 
field ; and proceeding south ve arrire at Mount Barker 
and Mount Lofty. The former is not above a dozen 
miles from the north-west shore of Lake Alexandrina. 
An extensive tract of land has been purchased and a 
mine worked dose to it : the prodace of it consists chiefly 
of red oxides, containing a small portion of iron and 
silica, and blue and green carbonates of copper, generally 
earthy. Mount Barker is divided &om Mount Lofty, 
which is much nearer Adelaide, by an iron-stone range, 
wha« iron pyrites crystallized and specular iron ore ue 
found in abundance. 

The country to the north-east of Mount Barker extend- 
ing to the banks of the Murray River is of an undulating 
character, or level and covered with timber thinly scat- 
tered over its surfiice. It is well adapted tor pasturage, 
and in some places tillage land of great fertility is to be 
met with. 

To the southward and south-east of Mounts Barker 

VOL. ir. 
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uid Loflj, ihe country ia diieflj Of > hilly nature, 
abounding in minerala, nntU it ends in the promontory 
of Oape Jervis. A complete penioaola is formed of the 
entire extent of this country by the Gulf of St. Vincent 
on one side and Enconnter Bay and Lake Alezandma 
on the other. On the shorea of the Gulf of 8t. Vincent 
there extend hoverer, in places, rich flats and plaios, 
capable ofsnpporting a laigeagricnltural population; and 
there are nov many fanners settled there. The peniii- 
fnila described presents a field of inexhaustible -wealth; 
copper, lead, manganese, and iron, are all abundant 
There hare been already several mines opened in this dis- 
trict, and they bid fair to equal, if not aurpaas, the more 
northern ones. At Rapid Bay, on the shores of Gulf St. 
Vincent, a mine is worked, and at Wakefield, still further 
south, and close to Oape Jerris, there ia another opened. 
The Rapid Bay mine is most adrantageonsly situated 
close to a port, where the ore might be shipped at small 
expense; the produce was, up to May last, generally 
carbonate of copper, uid copper pyrites of considerable 



The Wakefield copper mine has yielded carbonate of 
copper and sulphate of barytea, and there are many other 
mines opening. In the early part of 1847, mineral indi- 
cations were discovered in the neighbourhood of Port 
Uncoln, on the western shore of Spencer's Gulf. In May 
and Jane, Yorke Peninsula waa visited by a party in 
search of minerab^ and strong evidences of the existence 
of a)pper in many parts of that peninsula were found. 
Altogether, South Australia presents an unexampled 
mineral field, of surpassing richness, which must ulti- 
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mately make her a great and flourishing ooontiy. There 
is little doubt that the range Thich rans north Irom Oape 
Jerris parallel and beyond Gulf St. Vincent, continuing 
its course along and near the shores of Spencer'a Qulf, 
nntil it approaches lake Torrens, contains in Tarious 
parts of it rich ores of different kinds, more especially 
copper, so that in extent the mineral field is immense. 
As yet the copper ores imported into Great Britain hare 
been chiefly surface ores, or those found at a small depth. 
As the workings prioress and deepen, the quality of the 
ore visibly improTCS, and 50 and even 60 per cent, ores 
are common both in the Eapunda and Borra Burra 
Mines. 

The average price of the ores sold at Swansea, from 
South Australia, for the half year ending June, 1847, was 
rather more than £20 per ton : as this average is daily 
improving by a decrease in the surface and small ores, so 
the proflts must be more considerable. Although it is 
but two years since the first copper mine was opened 
in South Australia, yet results have already actually 
shown the immense profits that have been and may be 
reaped. 

In the middle of the year 1845, the Burra Burra Com- 
pany, or more properly speaking, the South Australian 
Mining Association got possession of their land; in Sep- 
tember the first shaft was sank, and yet before the end 
of July, 1847, there had been two dimdaida of fifty per 
cent, each paid to the shareholders, thus in two years 
actually repaying them the entire of their original sub- 
scribed capital, besides leaving a lai^e surplus in cash, 
many cargoes of ore on their way to Great Britain, and 
2 
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Bereral tliousand tooB at the mouth of the mine or at 
Port Adelaide waiting for shipment. 

It may on the whole be asserted that the actval returna 
of the Burra Bnrra Mine since its opening have been 
nearly eqoal to three hundred per cent, per annum, on the 
subscribed capital 

The returns from none of the other mines have at all 
approached this, but this is not owing to the absence of 
rich ores, but to the want of energy in carrying the mines 
on, and the scarcity of suitable labour. If such results hare 
accrued from the working of the Burra Burra Mine, when 
the ores hare to be carted down one hundred miles to a 
shipping port, at an e^ense of nearly £3 per too, 
which added to shipping expenses and freight would 
make a total of £9 per ton, what will be the case when 
the ores can be smelted on the spot, near the mouth of 
the mine? Heretofore the different Companies hare 
satisfied themselves with erecting smelting-houses of 
moderate ertent, intending by means of charcoal, merely 
to smelt the smaller and refuse ores, and continuing to ship 
the better and larger ones. But a recent discorery of 
the application of electricity to smelting copper, will 
create a complete revolution, both in the intentions and 
the prospects of the mining interest of South Australia. 
The absence of coal, none being as yet discovered in the 
Colony, debarred the hope of smelting on the spot the 
entire of the ores, but now, by the wonderful and strik- 
ing application of electricity to this purpose, the want 
is supplied, and in the lapse of a comparatively short 
period, with little expense, the Colonists will ship pure 
copper, instead of the mere ore. No doubt, even if this 
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exbw)Tdiiiai7 diacorery in science had not taken place, 
the South AustraliaDs would not hare long continued to 
ship their minerals in a ratr state. 

The island of Van Biemau's Land is at the distance 
only of a few days' sail from Port Adelaide, and there 
coal ahounds, in most available sitoations for shipping. 
This coal ojuld be imported at an average price of from 
10 to 12 shillmgs per ton, on an extensive scale, and then 
the question would arise, whether it was better to bring 
the coal to the copper ore, or the latter to the former. 
Some of the inhabitants of the Colony did propose 
to erect smeltiog-works on a small island, composed 
ahnost eidusively of coaJ, which lies oflF the coast of Van 
Dieman's Land, and where there is good ancliorage ; but 
the scheme does not appear to have been followed up, on 
account of the lethargy of the authorities and mercantile 
classes of that island. 

Hitherto the greater part of the copper ores imported 
into England have been from the Island of Cuba and the 
western coast of America, particularly Chili, but oppressed 
by the differential duty in favour of Colonial copper ore, 
the foreign competitors bid fair to be completely beaten 
out of the market, at no distant date. 

The working of the Chilian mines is attended with 
great difficulty and expense, sad is mainly carried on by 
British capital, on which only a small dividend is paid. 
Situated amidst the Andes, where it is impossible to form 
cairiage roads, the ore has to be conveyed from, these 
mines by strings of mules, with wicker panniers slung 
across them, along narrow paths, to distant ports of ship- 
ment The depth of the workmgs and the length of the 
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galleries are also extreme, and neceasitate the employ- 
ment of hundreds, nay, thousands of men, vhose sole 
dutj it is to convey the ore on their backs in baskets, to 
the outlets of the mine. AU this adds to the expense, 
and the cost of the Chilian ores must verf much exceed 
that of the South Austaralian ores, bj the time thej airiTO 
ftt a shipping port ; and yet they do not on an average 
exceed or even equal in value much of the Colonial ore 
that has been already imported into Svaneea 'within the 
year. There have been several lots of South Australian 
sold at the rate of £32 per ton, vhich far exceeds the 
value of the Chilian or Copiago ores, heretofore esteemed 
the richest in the world. Mining having only commenced 
in South Australia in September, 1845, and a sufficient 
time having elapsed to get one mine only into regular 
working order, its last report and returns cannot fail to 
be interesting: they refer to the Burra Burra Mine* 
now admitted to be the richest in the world. 

"SOUTH AUSTRALIAN MINING ASSOCIATION. 
"Etlt^tiAed April 16, 1815. 

" At a General Annual Meeting of the above Assod^ 
tion, held at the Auction Mart Tavern, Hindley-street, 
Adelaide, the 21st day of April, 1847, Charles Beck, 
Esq., Chairman, the following Report of the Directors 
was adopted, and ordered to be printed: — 

" The Second Annual Report of the Directors of tho 
South Austr^n Mining Association to the Scripholdera, 
at the General Annual Meeting, held the 2l8t day of 
April, 1847. 
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" The DireetoTS feel much satisfaddon in being enabled 
to laj before this Meeting the following report of their 
proceedings daring the past six months. 

" The prospects of the Mine continae favourable, and 
discoTeries are &eqaently being made tending to increase 
its value. At Bunce's Shaft, a considerable distance 
frtna the principal workings, eighty tons of the bine and 
green carbonate c^ copper were raised last month, and 
t^ere is ererj prospect of exceeding that qoantitj this 
month. An important discoreiy has been made within 
the last few days of a lode of excellent ore in new 
groosd, extending thron^lumt the Mine at a depth of 
twentj-one &thoinB. 

" The pitches generally are producing good ore in 
Urge quantities' and the men, numbering more than 
two hundred, are working with spirit. The qoantitj of 
ore raised in Mardi last was eleren hundred and ninetj- 
two tons and it is expected that a like quantity will be 
produced this mmilk 

** The Directon beg reference to the annexed TetnmB 
of ore, showing the quantity raised daring the last 
six months to be three thousand four hundred and 
eighty-one tons, which is leas by 273 tons than the 
quantity raised in the preceding half-year ; bnt diis do- 
oease arises £rom the Mine being closed nearly two 
months of the last half-year, for the purpose of dressing 
up the ore raised from the old pitches, uid, when com- 
pared with the actnal working time of each six months 
will be foond to be a large increase. 

" Tho Directors have only received the complete ac- 
cooitfc silea <rf abont 6i|^ hundred tons of ore, the 



izecy Google 



200 SOUTH AVSTBALU. 

highest price realized being £31 9«. per ton, the loireet 
XIO IGs. per ton, and the arerage about £16 per ton 
gross, leaving a clear profit to the Assodaldon of about 
three thousand tvo hundred pounds. In addition 
to this, the Directors hare received the Swansea Sale 
lists, and samplings of 944 tons of ore, being the cazgo 
of the Maicolm and parts of the cargoffl of the Pht^ 
and Emit, vhich vill realize £19 6a. per ton ; and, 
when added to the first-mentioned quantitj, the aTenge 
of the entire (1,757 tons) will be about £17 14a. per 
ton. 

" The Directors have, hoTerer, to remark, that the 
ores raised last jear, being principallj surface, were much 
inferior to those shipped this ; and that better results 
may be confidently expected from their improved qua- 
lity, in evidence of which the three last shipments, con- 
BJHting of 913 tons, will produce an average of 42 per 
cent., worth upwards of £30 per trai. The caigoes of 
the Bhng and Appleton, now loading, together with the 
bulk of the stock on hand at the Peat and Mine, will 
quite equal this per centage. 

" As soon as the ore now at the Port is ^pped, the 
Directors intend declaring a dividend of at least fifty per 
cent, on the capital stock of the Company, which they 
will be enabled to do from the profits of the 1,757 tons 
of ore above referred to. 

"The Directors can now report that the smelting 
works are so far completed, that operations will com- 
mence in a few weeks, which they expect will be at- 
tended with success. 

" Subjoined will be found the cash baknoe-sheet of the 
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ABsocuttton, to the 3l8t March last. The item,- ' Son- 
dry Creditors. £7,232 128. lid.' at the debit of the 
Directors, has been incnrred in pajment of -wages and 
cuiage of the ores on hand, which, when drawn against 
will leare a lai^ balance in their faronr. It will be 
found that the expenses of the Mine hare not much in- 
creased, and the arerage cost of all the ore raised, in- 
eluding ererj expense attending it in the Province, is 
abont £6 per ton. 

" The Resident Director having resigned, the Directors 
hare appointed a General Sapeiintendent to fulfil his 
duties. 

" It will be necessary to dect five Directors, in the 
place of Messrs. Stocks, Jnn., Faxton, Featherstone, 
Bonce, and Allen, and two Aoditors in the place of 
Mrasrs. Brown and Wicksteed. 

" The Deed of Settlement has been prepared m accord- 
ance with the mles of the Association, and will be sob- 
mitted to this Meeting for adoption. 

" CHARLES BECK, 
" Chairman of the Board of Directors, 

"Adelaide, April 21**, 1847." 
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A f&w ■weeks after the abore report vas issued, a 
diTidend of 50 per cent, was declared out of the profits 
of the first 1,757 tons sold at Swansea; according to 
this rate of profit, and only escalating the entire 9,S41 
tons raised at an arerage of XI 7 14a. per ton, it would 
appear that, if the entire ore raised in the eighteen 
months were sold, the Company ■would realize a profit 
of £34,502, or about 2S0 per cent. ; but as the average 
of the ore lately sold has largely increased, the real profit 
does not fall far short of 500 per cent, for the eighteen 
months. 

What effect the extensive production of copper in 
South Australia will hare upon the mining interest of 
Cornwall, it would he useless and foreign to the purpose 
of the author to estimate in this place. Suffice it to 
say, that this colony presents a boundless mineral field 
for the iorestment of British capital; and how much 
better would it be to hare it so employed nnder the 
jurisdiction of the British Empire, t^an in the ruinouB 
and expenaiTe undertakings in Uezico, and amidst the 
mountains and gullies of the Andes. 

As yet, there has been scarce time even for one mine 
to derelope its resources, but the ridiness and unex- 
ampled returns of that undertaking should be more than 
sufficient to induce the extensire application of British 
capital and labour to bring to light and turn to profit 
that boundless wealth whidi lies hidden in the bosom 
of the Colony. Besides copper, South Australia already 
produces lead of good quality: it is found in Tarious 
places, but the mines worked are those of Glen Osmond, 
Rapid Bay, and Lyodoch Valley, which produce galena 
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a^stallized in cubes, granular galena, and blue load oro, 
which yields a proportion of silrer. The ricbest and 
most prized of all mioeTals, is not a stranger in this 
extraordinarj country : native gold has been found in 
Bereral localiti^ but more especiallj in the ricinitj of 
a small rirer about ten miles from Adelaide. 

In a Report of the Deputy Surreyor-Oeueral of SouUi 
Australia, Thomas Burr, Esq., the following is a 
classified list of the mineralogical spocimens discorered 
in those localities of South Australia which hare 
been already explored. 

UETALLIFEROUS MINERALS. 
Gold. 
Specimens of native gold, containing a small portion of 
silver, discovered about half a mile north of the 
Montacute Copper Mine, being about ten miles north- 
east of Adelaide. 

Copper. 
Sulplturtti. 

Kapunda Copper Mine, specimens of Grey copper ore. 

Montacute Copper Mine „ „ „ 

Burra Burra Copper Mine „ „ „ 

Mount Barker Copper Mine „ „ „ 

Boira Burra Mine and about „ Grey copper, varie- 

twenty miles north-east of gated. 

Mount Barker 

Montacute Copper Mine and „ Copper pyrites, 

all the lodes in its vici- variegated. 
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.; nitj, TUpid Bay, Plai- 
mah'B Valley, Hatt Rirer 
Montacute Copper Mine 
Eaponda Oopper Uine 
Ditto ditto 



YelloTT copper ore. 
Purple copper ore. 
Black aalphuret of 
copper. 



Eapunda and Montacute Cop- 
per Mines 



Biirra Bnrra Copper Mine 



Burnt Bom and Mount Barker 



Bnrra Burra, Eapunda, and 
Mount Barker Oopper Mines 

Montacute Copper 



Black oxides or per- 
oxides of copper, 
mammillated and 
earthy. 

Red oxide or protoxide 
of copper, or ruby 
copper ore, lamellar. 

R,ed oxide, or protoxide 
of copper, crystal- 
lized. 

B«d oxide of copper, 
ferruginous and earthy 
varieties. 

Red ferruginons oxide 
of copper, earthy. 



This cffe of copper, in all its Carbonate of copper, 
Tarieties, is met frith at the green and blue, 
Eapunda, Burra Burra, and malachite, rarieties. 
Mount Barker, Montacute, 
Rapid Bay, Wakefield, near 
the Horseshoe, Onkaparinga, 
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and, in fact, at all plicea 

wliere copper ores are knovn 

to exiBt -in South Australia. 

It foims (me of the prin- . . 

cipal ores from ^e Eapnnda 

Mine. The most beaatifiil 

gpedmena are from the Barra 

Bona Copper Mine. 
Eapimda and Barra Burra Caibonate of copper, 

Copper Mines, specimens blue, crystallized and 

have also been met vith at compact 

other places. 
Boira Bmrra and Monnt Barker ChijsocolK or a aili- 
, Copper Mines cious carbonate of 

copper. 

Iftmate. 
Eapnnda Copper Mine . Mnriate of copper, cdm- 

pact and hunelUr. 

ArteniaU, 

As an ore of copper is not Arseniate of cq)per. 
knovn, bnt arsenic has been 
met vith in small quantities 
in some specimens from the 
Hontacnte and Barra Bnira 
Copper Mines. 

Sulphurtti. 
Glen Osmond Lead Mines, Ra- Galena» crj-staDized in 
pid Bay. Ljndoch Yallej, cubes. 
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20 mileB NJl of Moimt 

Barker. 
QleD Osmond Lead Uioea . Oaleiia, grannlar. 
Kapid Bay .... Blae lead ore, pitlTe- 

rolent. 

SaOt (ffLead. 
Glen Osmond Lead Mines . Oomeons lead or^ a 
mnrio-carbonate of 
lead. 

Stiiphmr€l4. 

Bfipid Baj, is general in the Lvn pytitpee oystal- 
rangea in limestone, qnart^ 
liomstone, slates, and asso- 
ciated Tntli other metalli- 
ferous minerals. 

Hontacute Copper Mine, and 
the metalliferous districts 
in its nei^boorhood, Rapid 
Baj, Encounter Baj. 

Oxida. 

Uount Garden Range, Barossa Specular iron ore, mas- 
Range, Mount Loftj Range, sive, and lamellar, 
yerj general and granulated. 

Near the Montacuto Copper Brown haematite, ra- 

Mine. diatcd. 

Rapid Baj, Mount Barker, Brovn haematite, corn- 
near the Hontacute, and pact 
various other places. 



lized in cubes and 
unciystaUized. 



Iron pyrites, ciystallized 
in pentagonal dede- 
cahedrons. 
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Very general in various parts Bog iron ore and other 

of the country. earthy oxides. 

Very general from Oape Jervis Magnetic iron ore, 

. to Kack Kock Hill crystallized, and nuts- 



sire rarietiea. 



Zdght Biiex 



CarbonaU, 
Rapid Bay, Barossa Range, Carbonate of iron. 
Mount Lofty Range, and 
Tarions other places. 

Pkotpiatt, 
Near Motmt Rufoi^ and near Phosphate of iron, ear- 
Stra&albyn. thy. 



OxitUt. 
Rapid Bay, Mypong, the Horse- Black oxide of manga- 
shoe, Onkaparinga. neae, fibrous, diverg- 

ing. 
Rapid Bay, Light Rirer Black oxide of manga- 

nese, niaasiTe. 
Rapid Bay, Baroasa Range, Silicioos oxide of man- 
Mount Bryant. ganese. 

. The report of the Deputy Surreyor-Qeneral states that 
there also exists in South Australia, marble of a very 
fine quality, and other useful calcareous rocks. The 
fdlowing further extracts from the report vill not be 
uninteresting. 
you II. r 
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Baroasa Range, Rapid Baj 
Near Hount Barker 



Twdre milea north-eaat of 
Adelaide 

Rirer Hntt, Barossa Range, 
near Mount Barker, Rapid 
Bay 

Rapid Bay 

Rapid Bay and - near Honnt 

Barker 
Near Mount Arden 



Near Mount Qambier 
Near Mount Qambier and Coral limestone. 
Moont Schanck 



White muble, daular to 
Oamu^ 

White maible and 
veined, -white and 
grey. 

White marble and 
Teined, vhite and 
pink. 

White oystalliae lime- 
atone, coarse grained. 

White and grey slaty 
limestone. 

Grey limestone com- 
pact. 

Variegated compact 



Oompact limMtone. 



Plains near Cape Jaffa 



Compact limestone with 
fossil remains of oni- 
ralve shells. 
Salt Greek Arenaoeoos limestone, 

with fossil remains of 
shells partly bivalTe. 

Gneiss, mica, hornblende date, chlorite slate, granite, 
porjAyry— -red and green — bitumen, native solphur, uid 
plumbago, are all found in Tarious parts of lia ooontry. 
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and will of eoune become ouful to tlie population for 
manj purposes. Some specimena of marble and elate 
are of nnsurpaased quality. 

Little is known as yet of a lai;ge portion of tlie nat 
territory of South Australia, which indades nine degraea 
of longitude, and extends from 88 south into the homtd- 
less interior as far u the tropic of Oapricom. Tbo 
portion best known and most populated lies between 
Lake Alezandrina and the Hirer Mnrraj, on the east, 
and Spencer's Qnlf on the vest. 

Without the aboTe boundaries, however, Fort Lincoln 
and its locality are situated, and by degrees a considns 
able population is collecting there, Of late, some mine- 
ral discoveries in the neighbourhood have attracted mora 
attention thither, and if its mineral wealth at all rewni' 
blee that of the vicinity of Adelaide, it will no donbt in 
a short time bid fair to rival the capital in wealth and 
prosperity. By a glance at the map of New Holland, 
appended to one of these volumes, it will be perceived 
that Port Lincoln is situated near the south-eastern 
extreme of the peninsula, which bounds Spencer's Ghilf 
on its western side. It is undoubtedly one of the best 
harbours in South Australia, being safe in all winds, and 
extensive. Some knowledge of the local navigation is 
necessary in approaching it, as Sir Joseph Banks's Qronp, 
and many other small islands lie at various distances oS 
the coast. '-. 

There is much fertile land in the neighbourhood of j 

Port Lincoln, and towards the north end of the penin- 
sula, extensive regions of pasture preaent tbemaelves, 
P 2 
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readj for the occupation of the squatter 'with his flocks 
and herds. 

To the northward, generallj, the Colon; has not heen 
explored hejond the thirtieth parallel of latitude although 
Captain Start penetrated much further into the interior, 
which he foohd to consist of barren interminable stony 
ranges of low deration, that had apparently at no dis- 
tant date formed the bed of an inland lake or sea. The 
debris discorered by Captain Start leaTes no doubt that 
the subsidence of the waters had been of later date than 
in ihe country farther south. It is a strange but well 
established fact, that the inland waters of this fifth con- 
tinent, as it may truly be called, hare been gradually 
nnking. In New South W^es, where, within thirty 
years, the waters formed an extensive sheet, miles in 
drcumference, (at Lake George in the Bathurst district) 
cattle and sheep now pasture, and vast plains present 
completely dry surfaces. In other parts, north and 
soath, the same fact is to be remarked. 

In the Port Phillip district, the waters in many of the 
old Tolcanic craters hare sunk down so low as to hare 
become inaccessible, and it is annually apparent that this 
subsidence continues. 

Far to the northward, near the Gulf of Carpentaria, 
Dr. Leichardt reports that he found in the coarse of his 
exploring expedition, the remains of turtle, crabs, and 
other crustaceous fishes, at an eleration far higher than 
' any the waters attain at present, or hare done for some 
years. 

In varioos places, both In New South Wales and 
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Sonth Australia, vide and ezpansiTe chasms, apparently 
the beds of former noble rirers, are to be met with, and. 
nov only a tinj stream bubbles and glides along their 
centre. The beds of these chasms exhibit vast boulder 
stones worn smooth bj the currents that once flowed 
orer them, and which must hare rolled along with orer- 
whelming force to wash these monster rocks into their 
present position. 

These facte tend most stronglj to sustain the now 
generally' adopted opinion, that Australia has, bj a pro- 
cess of nature, risen at no very distant period from the 
ocean, and- that the progress of her eleration still con- 
tinues. What effect this will hare time alone can dere- 
bpe ; but there is no question that the surface waters of 
this rast country hare greatlj diminished and still con- 
tinue to do so. At present, water is to be found in 
manj parts of Soath Australia by sinldng only a short 
depth, and nature has itself provided a means by which 
mankind, with litUe trouble, can make amends for any 
decrease in the supply of water. 

In all parts of the country, and in fact all oTer New 
Holland, the eztenslTe diasms we hare mentioned, or 
deep dry creeks exist By throwing a simple dam across 
a narrow part of these, the rains and drainage of the 
sorrounding country may be collected and retained, by 
which means an \mlimited supply may be procured. 
The author has seen the experiment tried in Tarioos parts 
of New South Wales, and with great success; these 
deep chasms, when thus dammed, retaining the water 
for an indefinite period, the action of the sun even for 
months not being sui&cient to cause it to eraporate or 
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materiall; to redaoe the oupplj. But although the sur^ 
face iraten ore subaiding, jet the Booth Amtratians 
hare little at present to cotnplaiD of in that respect, and 
agea moat elapse before any injory irill be BOBtained bj 
them from this cause. 

Near the irestem boundary of the Colony, and vithin 
it, roll the mighty iraters of the Murray, the largest 
river as yet discovered in New Holland. Rising in the 
Snovy Monntains, near the eastern coast of Nev Hol- 
land, and cloflO to the boundary of the Oolonies of Nev 
South Wales and Australia Felix, it is first knovn under 
the name of the Hume, and runs to the -westvard and 
northward, receiring in its course many tributaries and 
the drainage of a rast country. The Ovens, the Devil's 
River, the Qoulbum, and several others of the rivers of 
Australia Felix, discharge themselves from the south, 
irhilst the noble tide of the Mmrumbidgee unites vith it 
from the north, and then is called the Murray. From' 
this junction to the shores of Lake Alexandrina, the 
Murray is navigable, but for That size of craft has never 
hitherto been tried. In some places gigantic trees torn 
from its banks by the rushing vaters, offer some obstruc- 
tion, but these could easily be removed. 

From the source of the river in the Sno^ Mountains, 
it traverses a course of Upwards of 2,000 miles, and 
much of the alluvial soil of its valley is of rich quality. 
Besides the Murrumbidgee, it receives the Darling and 
many other rivers from the northward. From the 
junction of the Hume and Mnrmmbidgee, the Murray 
follows a course of upwards of 600 miles before it 
reaches Lake Alexandrina, and throughout this course 
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it is of coneiderable vidth and reiy deep; for sizty 
miles before it enters the Lake, its average vidth 
ezceedB 350 yards. Unfortimatelj for the future great- 
ness of South Australia, this loagnificent mer has no 
accessible entrance fixim the sea for ressels of any size. 
Its waters are lost in Lake Alezandrina; and the country 
interreniog between that and the ocean, being sandy and 
loose, it filters through it, or finds its way out by shallow 
streams. But although formidable obstades do interpose 
between the Murray and the ocean, yet, for purposes 
of inland commerce, this rirer must hereafter become 
of immense importance, and of invaluable service to the 
coontiy. 

The BorreyB of the mouths of Lake Alezandrina are 
not at all complete, although the shallowness of the 
channels is well ascertained. Possibly, when myriads 
of the Anglo-SazoD race are settled on these shores, a 
navigable communication with the ocean will be effected, 
but the prospect of such a conmnmication is certainly a 
distant one — not likely, we should say, to take place in 
tba present generation. 
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CHAPTER III. 

AN OTEBLISS /0URNE7 FROM MBW BOITTH WAIEB TO BOTTH ^US- 
TBALIA IN THB TEAR IS39. 

It yras in the year 1639, that the author was first 
induced to visit South Australia. At that time stock 
of erevj kind fetched an extremdj high price ia the 
nev colony; the supply being scanty, and the demand 
great. The length of the Toy^ by sea from Van 
Dieman's Land presented an insuperable bar to lai^ 
importations from that quarter; so that from "Sew Sonth 
Wales alone could the demand be supplied. Although 
the inteirening country -was all but unknown, and the 
distance was so inmiense between the two colonies, yet 
scTeral enterprising parties had succeeded in effecting 
the jonmey with large herds and flocks. But the losses 
on the road had materially cnrtailed profits, and many 
lires had been sacrificed in collisions with the aborigines. 
Yet the prospect of lai^ gains was too mnch for the 
human heart to Temt; and the author joined two friends 
in the speculation of purchasing a large herd of cattle, 
and driring them orerland to South Australia for sale. 
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One of the partners vaa not to accompany the expedi- 
tion, but in his stead a youth of sixteen, his son, \ra8 to 
join the party. 

Shortly after our agreement had been condaded, a herd 
of cattle and about fifty Torking bullocks vere purchased, 
besides a number of useful horses. 

The party rendezvoused in the neighbourhood of Yass 
Plains, and on mustering, there turned out 973 head of 
homed cattle, including calves, besides 53 working bul- 
locks, four drays, and nineteen horses. The men num- 
bered Hxteen, exclusiTe of the author, his friend, and the 
youth vho had joined the party. 

A plentifid store of fiour, tea, sugar, salt pork, and 
sundries had been provided, -with a good stock of fire- 
arms and ammunition; and on one of the draya a square 
punt vras lodged, to aid in crossing rivers and creeks, 
otherwise impassable. 

The men were chiefly " old hands," many having been 
convicts long inured to every description of hardship, 
and caring little whether they lay down to rest within the 
hollow of a monster gum-tree, or the walls of a human 
habitation. Several years previously, two of the number 
. had dwelt for some time amongst the aborigines, and 
were most experienced bushmen. 

No road or track muked out the way we were to 
take. Our course was along the banks of the River 
Murrumbidgee, nntU it fell into the Murray, and then down 
the latter until it entered South Australia, and emptied 
its waters into Lake Alexandrina. 

Of personal baggage none of tiie party possessed mnch; 
a couple of suits of rough clothes and half a dozen colound 
shirts was the wardrobe of eaijh i and only pp^ SDiaU tend 
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had been brongbt fbr the accommodation of the leaders 
of the party. 

In the depth of the Australian winter we first formed 
our encampment on Yasa Plains, that period being the 
most propitious for our enterprise, as it held out the beat 
chance of crater and pasture for the stock. A single 
daj was enough to set ererf thing in order, and assign 
eadi his station, and on the following morning we made 
a start, first proceeding along the track for Port Phillip, 
in order to reach that part of the Murmmbidgee, 
where the crossing-place towards Australia Felix was 
situated. Ilie distance to the river was about siztj-fivo 
miles, and as the cattle were very wild and restire, we 
were rather more than a week in reaching it, at a place 
called Gundagal There we found an inn, the honse 
being composed of slabs covered with bark, but the 
customers were both numerous and uproarious, for there 
were no less than five parties " camped" on the banks of 
the river, on their way with cattle and sheep to the rich 
and newly-discovered regions of Australia Felix. 

Gundagai is about 250 miles from Sydney, and stands 
on the utmost limits of location in New South Wale^ 
At this place there was nsually a large punt, for the 
purpose of crossing the river, communication being ef- 
fected by means of a cable attached to a tree on either 
bank. Before our arrival, owing to the raans having flooded 
the river, this cable had been broken when the punt was 
in the act of being hauled across, and once at liberty, 
down the stream floated the boat, until it grounded on 
a point three miles below. Being laige and heavy, it 
had remained there, as it was found impossible to drag 
it np against the freshes. Thus all communication 
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betreen either bank vaa inteirapted, and many vent 
delayed on their journey. 

But whoerer suffered, the landlord of the inn vas not 
amongst the number, for he drore a rattling trade among 
the vayfarers ; and in all directions about the hut vere 
to be seen men in parties of fire or six, doing their 
ntmoBt to get drank. One knot particnlu'ly attracted 
my attention ; they were stretched on a pile of split 
timber, with a large bucket of rum in the centre, out of 
■which they were drinking with tin pint pots, urging all 
that came near them to partake of their Teireshment. 

Our men of course could not resist temptation, and 
the greater part of them, in E^ite of all our entreaties, 
joined the topers, and soon became intoxicated. That 
night yre had great difficulty in prerenting the cattle 
from straying, and getting mixed with others, only four 
men remaining to assist us. Next day twelve out of the 
sixteen men were uproariously drunk, and loudly expressed 
their determination not to proceed one step further on 
their jouiney without an adrance of 21. per man, and 
time to spend it at the inn, with some old companiona 
they had fallen in with. This was at first resisted, but 
ultimately acceded to by us, for we knew that there were 
no other hands to be obtained, and ascertained that the 
distance to a police station, and a magistrate, was con- 
sidOTable ; Yass being the nearest township. 

At the end of three days the money was all spent, 
and an order on a Sydney merchant was giren to the 
landlord for the amount ; traTellers in the interior sel- 
dom carrying ready money with them, but always paying 
by means of orders on Sydney. It was only on our oft- 



izecDy Google 



220 SOtTTH AUSTBALIA. 

repeated detenninatioD, not to. be further accountable for 
irliat be TOuld furnish, and a threat that in case of Lis 
supplying our men with more spirits, we would report him 
to the Commissioner of Crown Lands, that the landlord 
was induced to stop bis tap, so far as regarded our men. 
Still, it was not until we left our camping place, and bad 
moTed down the river ten miles, that the last of them 
rejoinied us. 

We had not considered that we were fairlj entered 
upon our journey until we left Gundagai ; and as the 
stock were getting accustomed to be driven, everything 
from thenceforward proceeded more regularly. All were 
fiilly aware of the difficulties and dangers of the expedi- 
tion ; and we could not look forward to reaching Ade- 
laide in less than four and a-half or five months, and 
during that time we must remain isolated from civilized 
society. 

During the day, surrounded by horsemen, the cattle 
were driven slowly along, but scattered widely, in order 
to afford them an opportunity of grazing as they pursued 
their way. The four drays, with the horses not in use, 
brought up the rear ; each dray drawn by ei^t bullocks, 
bat in some instances ten, where the nature of the country 
required it. Myself, my partner, and our young friend, 
usually rodo in fronts and explored the most accessible 
road, avoiding long reaches of the riTer, when water 
and grass were to be bad otherwise. 

The distance usually trarersed was from eight to twelve 
miles per day, a bait being made about noon that the 
cattle might rest, and the men take their mid-day meaL 
Morning, noon, and night our provisions were the same. 
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Dnring the earij portion of the jottniej ure killed no 
cattJe, and chieflj consumed salt meat, -which, vith tea 
and damper, yraa onr support, except -when one of the 
party shot a kangaroo, or a few -wild fovl, ducks being 
abundant and large, near the river There swamps existed. 

As the word " damper" will no doubt be unintelli^ble 
to most reader^ it is veil that thej should be acquainted 
with its meaning. It is the name given b; cdonista to 
onleavened bread baked in the ashes. The mode of 
effecting this operation hj a travellmg party is unique 
and deserves description. 

One of the men, whose -tarn it is to offidate as cook, 
first strips a lai^ sheet of bark from some box or stringy 
bark tree, and spreading this on the grotmd with the 
smooth side uppermost, it answers well as a substitute 
for a table. Some twenty pounds of floor are then 
ponred out and kneaded with water into a thick conns- 
tence, when it is rolled or flattened out into a cake of 
some two feet in diameter. The fire mnst have been pre- 
paring for many hoars previously, as it is requisite to have 
a large quantity of well-burnt hot ashes, and the ground 
beneath divested of all damp or moisture before t^ cake 
is put in, when it is covered over with several inches of 
the ashes. Thus it is left for hours, until the cook con- 
siders it well baked. The ashes are then raked aside, 
and the cake, now become hard, is swept clean with a 
bundle of twigs, or a cloth, and is fit for nse. 

Our men generally baked at one batch, bread enough 
to last five or six days, in order to save trouble aud delay. 

AVe usually halted for the night about two hours 
before sunset; a spot a little elevated, with water at 
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hand* ttos pitched npon, sod the dniji drawn dose 
together beside our tent. The bullockfl that had been 
in yoke throughout the daj were then h>OBed, and 
allowed to roam vhither they pleased in aearch of 
paBtu^ in charge, hoverer, of a man on horseback, 
-vhose duty it vas nerer to lose sight of them dming 
the night. Thig dutj was performed in turn hj the 
Btodjnen, of vhom there were ten ; and it vaa iba most 
ardnoni of anj, the bnllocks at times wandering to a 
great distance. 

The remainder of the cattle were collected in a ecm- 
venient spot near the draja, lai^ fires being kindled 
at distances around them, and a man always keeping 
watch, to prevent them from breaking away or straying. 
The hones were tethered here and there in the vicinity, 
where good pasture was to be found. The scene pre^ 
eented by one of these camps at the dead of ni^t, in 
a wild country and amidst mighty forests, was impressiTO 
in the extreme. A dozen fires threw their bright blaze 
high into the air, masses of sparks eddying upwards 
when the watchmen added fiiel, which sometimes alarmed 
the timid calres. Covering the ground for some distance, 
I3ie large crowd of cattle lay or stood beneath the mighty 
trees that towered &r above them. Then the ^ttenng 
white tenl^ the sombre hue of the drays covered ovex 
with tarpaulins, beneath which the men slept, all im- 
parted a strangeness, a wildness to the scene. Anon, 
the shrill piercing cry of a warragil, or native do^ 
would be heard, and then, at intervals, broke the watch- 
man's call of " All's well," which echoed amidst the arches 
of ihe forest, and startled from its repose the kangaroo 
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niy ot bandicoot, that bounded a&ightod away to eeoape 
from &e nciuity of man. 

yfhen mormng dawned all vexe astir ; braakfaot vba 
prepared and dispatobed, and within little moK than an 
boor the boUocka were joked to the drajB, and once 
more we were on our waj. The jonniej down the 
Mumunbidgee was for some time a mere repetition of 
er&ry day scenes, without anj starikiiig or exciting inci- 
dent ; here we bad to drag our drays over a range bj 
the aid of a doable team of bollocks ; in places cImo 
timber would ipnaeat obstacles to our farther progrees, 
when the aze alone could effect a passage bat these 
were matters we little regarded. 

Fm some distance below the crossing-place, Tarioua 
she^ and cattle stations were to be seen on the banks 
vX the rirer, bat at that period the furthest was not 
Toon than sixty miles from Qundagai, althoTi^ now 
tliey extend hundreds of miles down. 

The Mnrrumbidgee pursues a very tortooos course, but 
BCHnetimes along its banks plains of great fertility extend 
parallel to the stream. These plsins or flats afforded 
fine pasturage for our cattle ; for, although the ni&t 
was flooded, bat little rain bad &llea here for some time, 
the season being remarkably dry. 

On onr — the north — side of the riT«, the countxy was 
in places thickly wooded, and ranges of small eleration. 
corered with timber, descended to the stream. These 
ranges were composed of loose soil, and at that period 
were almost without regetation. On the other side of 
the river, swamps and lagoons were frequent, and left 
the new unimpeded for some distance. It was a great 
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object vith tia, as I hare said, to aroid as mach as po»- 
uble the many reaches of the rirer, and vhere herbage 
vaa at all to be fotmd ve did so. 

Tbe course (^ the riTcr itself vas easily discernible 
for a considerable distance, from the line of swamp-oaks 
and migbtj vhite gam-trees that grev upon its banks ; 
the size of these was vast; many of them vere one 
hundred and thirty or forty feet in height, the tmnks 
being lar^ in proportion, and the boles frequently ron- 
ning to a length of eighty feet vithont a branch. The 
river varied in breadth, bat in most places it vas from 
fifty to sixty yards ynds, ronning 'with a strong carrent, 
and the water perfectly fr«8h and pnre. 

When we had jonnieyed down the river some fifty miles, 
and the number of sqoatting stations b^an to decrease, we 
' were made aware that we were t^proadiing the outskirts 
of civilization by freqaent reports of the depredations c^ 
,the aborigines, who were represented in most formidable 
colours, as having hut a short time previously killed 
several stockmen and hat-keepers, and driven in some 
stations, where they committed great slaughter amongst 
the stock. 

On these reports assuming consistency, arms yreie 
distributed to the men, which they were always expected 
to cany, and more strictness, if possible, was observed to 
guard against surprise. The men became m(n:e carefiil, 
seldom tmstdng themselves alone, and keeping a strict 
look-out on any covert or scrub, where a larking 
savage might be hid. The flats and plains in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Murrumbidgee all bore evident proofs of 
tiie periodical inundations that occur, the waters at 
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times rieing and flooding the entire leyel country. In 
some instances these floods hare been known to srell the 
river and elevate it full thirty feet above its general level ; 
for this reason the stations had all to be located on 
rising ground, beyond the reach of danger resulting 
from floods. 

The chief cause of these inundations arises from the 
rapid drainage of the country ai^r rains. The vicinity 
of every river in Australia is remarkable for the number 
of gullies or deep indentations in the face of the land, 
which often extend as much as fifty or siity miles from 
the stream. By means of these gullies, the 'water that 
falls is at once drained off, and rushes in a bondred tor- 
rents to swell the river. In consequence of this pecu- 
liarity of formation in the country lying near Australian 
rivers, the rain is not allowed time to penetrate the soil 
to any depth, and this accounts for the difficulty expe- 
rienced in obtaining water by sinking. 

On the seventh day of our journey irom Gundagoi, 

we reached a station belonging to' a Mr. L , who had 

large herds of cattle in the vicinity. This was the head 
station, at which there was an overseer : there had been 
two out-stationB, but they had been both deserted a short 
time before, in consequence of the men at one of them 
having been murdered, and numbers of the cattle speared. 
The two men who had been killed had met their fate 
only the week before our arrival, and much alarm pre- 
vailed amongst the iive men and overseer whom we found 
at the station. The particulars of the death of the two 
men were communicated to us. 

On the Thursday morning one of the stockmen mounted 

VOL. II. Q 



izecy Google 



226 SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 

his horse as osoal, and droTe into the etock-yud at the 
out-station sereral cowa to be milked. Thia stock-yard 
vaa formed of strong split posts and rails, and vas near 
the bank of the rirer, at a spot vhere there vas a good 
deal of brush and underwood. Aa Boon as the cows had 
been driven in, the hut-keeper of the station and another 
man proceeded to milk them, the stockman riding away 
towards the run to look for some other cattle. He had 
been only a few moments absent, when the report of a 
musket was heard, and alarmed he galloped back, when 
he saw Bunounding the yard large numbers of aborigines^ 
whose fierce wild yells told of death and revenge, as they 
Tented their rage on the bodies of the two murdered 
men, who must hare been surprised whilst they were 
milking, as only one shot was heard, althoogh both of 
them had a musket with them, which they had considered 
necessary for their safety. 

As any near approach to the aborigines would hare 
led to the stockman's death, he only paused for a moment, 
and then dashed away into the forest to cany the newa 
to the head station. 

This led to the abandonment of the other out-station, 
and the concentration of the men where we found, 
tihem. They had sent an account of the transaction to 
the proprietor, and were awaiting such a supply of men 
as would enable them to keep the aborigines at bay. 

The arrival of our party was most opportune, and our 
aid was anzionsly sou^t. Many of the cattle in various 
parts of the run had been slaughtered by the aborigines, 
or driven far from their usual haunts and watering-plaoes^ 
The men were afraid to endeavour to collect them, for 
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that vonld require all the strecgtli thej eoald miuter, 
whilst it would leave the statioa onproteoted. As there 
wu a lai^ 7ard in which to put our stock at night, we 
resolred to halt for a few daja and affoid assistance. 

Accompanied by the orerseer, two of his men, and 
ei^t of OUT own, we Bcoured the coontiy &r and wide 
in search of the cattle; and not without a latent desire 
on the part of manj to &11 in with the natives, that they 
might get the opportunitj of chastising them. On one 
occasion the wish was nearly being gratified : whilst 
travening a range we perceired a body of aborigines in 
a flat near the river. Down we swept at full gallop, but 
the moment we were seen, they fled. A lagoon inter- 
vened between them and the stream, and through this 
they waded, and escaped acroas the river by swimming, 
our horses being unable to follow through the soft ground 
of t^e marsh. 

In three days we had done good service, and a con-> 
siderable number of the strayed cattle were collected ; 
and as our further stay would be attended with injury to 
ourselves, we resolved to proceed on our journey. On 
onr departure we w^re particnlarly pnt upon our goard 
against the tribe, a portion of which we had chased. 
Although they had fled and ke^t on the other side of 
the Muirombidgee whilst we were in the neighbonrhood^ 
yet they could muster many more warriors than we had 
fallen in with, who would in all probability accompany us 
down the river in the hope of sarprising some of the 
party or killing cattle. The tribe had made themselves 
much dreaded, and a perpetual state of wwrfare udsted 
between them ai)d tiie squatters, deaths on either side' 
q2 
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being not imcommon. One cUef of the tribe, leioaibible 

for his immense size and bodily strength, as veH as for 
the extraordinarily large proportions of his feet, which 
Tere said to be doable the nsaal length, had been de- 
signated by sdme Irish convict stockmen, " Brian Bor- 
home;" and under this cognomen he was generally 
known as the leader of many of the parties that bad 
committed the more serious depredations. 

The result showed that the caution we had receired 
was not unnecessary, and we did not fail to profit by it. 

The whole distance from Gundagai to the junction of 
the Murmmbidgee and Hume rivers, where they collec- 
tively assnme the name of the Murray, is about four 
hundred miles, following the coiuse of the stream, bat 

avoiding the many short reaches. Mr. L ^'s station 

was only sixty miles from Oundagai, but it was the last 
we met with. For three days after leaving it nothing 
remarkable occurred ; but on the morning of the fourth, 
as one of the stockmen was heading the cattle away from 
some reeds and a swamp near the river, his horse was 
wounded by three spears thrown from the dose reeds. 
A shot from a carbine brought me, my partner, and nine 
of the men to the spot ; but not a native was to be 
found; they had all taken to the river, and on the other 
bank we could see their fires a few hundred yards frvm 
the stream. 

At this portion of our journey we found that the 
river expanded; in some places it was as much as one 
hundred and fifty or two hundred yards wide. 
. The vicinity of the aborigines, and their apparent 
intention to use every eiertion to surprise ns, was the 



oy Google 



PBBCAtrriOHB AGATITST THE ABOBIQIITES. 229 

Boorce of much anzietj to us. We vere in no position 
to croas the rirer and punish them, so all we could do 
vas to keep the cattle some distance from the stream, 
except when it waa necessaiy to water them, and to 
station a palavl of four mounted men wdl armed, who 
were constantlj on the look-out between the partj and 
the bank. 

At night the usual precautions were found sufficient, 
the natires labouring under the belief that an evil spirit 
ia abroad at that time, and therefore generallj confiniug 
IhemaelTes to their camps and mia mias. For ten dajs 
the same tribe accompanied ua, their fir^ being dulj 
seen, or a light smoke apparent above the snmmit of the 
forest, indicating their locality. 

Daj after daj were we subjected to constant alarms 
and attempts to surprise some of the men, withont being 
able to come within such a distance of our troubleaome 
neighboura as would enable as to retahate; for ihej 
always took to the riYOr, and bj their skill in diving 
escaped with impunity. 

The eleyenth morning after leaving Mr. L 'a, I 

had ridden forward to explore the coontry, accompanied 

by young M , the aon of our partner who had re- 

miuned in New South Wales, and two men. About 
three miles from the camp we came upon a wet creek or 
succesaiona of water-holes some four milea from the river, 
with which thej apparently commtmicated in times of 
flood. These water-holes were densely friuged with 
stunted brushwood and reeda, and it waa whilst exploring 
them for the purpose of finding a passage for the drays, 
that wo were made aware of the presence of the abo- 



izecy Google 



230 SOUTH ACSTBALIA. 

rigmes bj a nuui of ours nearlj ridiiig OTer one as he 
laj. The moment the saTage found that he.Taa du- 
OOTeied, he sprang from hia recmnbent position, and 
umed a blov at the man 'with a formidable hingiel, a 
kind of Tar club. The stroke fell on the stockman's left 
arm, breaking the bone mid-way between elbow and 
shoulder, and very nearly knocking him out of his saddle. 
In an instant the assault was returned, and a ball from 

the holster pistol of yoong M ■ passed through t^ 

body of the sarage. Around us arose nearly a score (^ 
aborigiues, before the first echo of the shot had died 
away. In the scmb we were at a disadvantage, so out 
of it we dashed amidst a shower of spears, after shooting 
two more of our assailants. 

When dear of the corer we halted and reconnoitred ; 
in places the scrub was much lighter than in others, so 
that we could see tbroiigh, across the water-holes. On 
this, we resolTed to intercept the aborigines at one of 
these breaks, and cut them off from the rirer. The 
wounded man was despatched to the camp to send us all 
the men that could be spared ; and we drew off from the 
aomb 80 as to be out of reach of their small speus, 
which the aborigines throw to a great distance by the 
aid of the " nlma," which acts as a lever to propel them.- 

Opposite a very open break we stationed ooraelres 
to obflervQ if the natives made towards the riv^. We 
found they did bo; and although we fired on such as 
presented themselves, killing one, yet the remainder 
succeeded in passing the break and following the water- 
holes towards the stream. Three were too few to at- 
taint to intooept them in the scrub, so we had to await 
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a reinforcement, at interralB firing a shot to acqnaint 
our frienda of our position, for we continued to follow 
the coarse of the natiyefl by the aid of two dogs, -whoBo 
Bagadty in tracking them, etill keeping at a safe distance, 
was surprising. 

In less than half an hour from our first diacorery of 

the aborigmeB, my partner and seven of the men, 

well mounted and armed, joined as; bringing with them 
several dogs, of which the men had a number to assist 
them in herding the cattle. 

The exact whereabout of the aborigines was soon 
found, and a convenient and rather open spot discovered 
where they might be effectually intercepted. There six 
men were stationed, with their carbines, so as to have 
a perfect command of the spot, and the remaining five 
of the party commenced beating the scrub, aided by 
the dogs. We durst not enter with our horses, as we 
knew not what spot concealed an enemy. Where the 
barking of the dogs told us that the natives were hidden 
there a volley was poured in at random. This mode 
of action continued only a short time; the aborigines 
felt that their only chance of escape lay in reaching the 
river, and they made a desperate rush to effect it. 

The six men, staunch at then* posts, fired as the 
natives appeared, and then rode down upon them with 
cutlasses. All the party were immediately on the spot, 
and the m^e was hand to hand ; the natives, in despair, 
trying to force their way to the river, and our men 
endeavonring to cut them off. Nine of the aborigines 
were killed in this rencounter, but the rest succeeded in 
^scaping into the dense scrub, in the direction of ^e 
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Morrumbidgee ; and, considering tliat the puniBhmeat we 
had inflicted vaa sofficieutlj serere to deter them &0111 
further molesting our party, we drew the men oflF, very 
much against their vill, and permitted some half-dozen 
of the natives to escape without further molestation. 
The thirteen dead bodies yie left as they had fallen; 
of our men three were wounded, and two horses, bat 
none so severely as the man who, in the first instance, 
had had his arm broken. 

The disabled limb was set by one of the men in a 
very passable manner, for the operator had been in 
jBariy life a medical student; but baring been transported 
for some offence, bad snnk into the position of a bush 
stockman, of which employment he was as much aufaU 
as he had erer been at the occupation of hia youth. 

Our calculation was a just one as to the result of our 
collision with the natires; the tribe from that day 
reliered us of their company, very much to our satisfaction. 

We met with no other aborigines nntil after passing 
the Lachlan rirer, which empties itself into the Mor- 
rumbidgee, rather more than three hundred miles below 
Oundagai, and about one bimdred from the junction 
of the Hume. The Lachlan, where we crossed it, which 
we did by fording, exhibited the appearance of being 
at times, a nrer of great size; the bed of the stream 
extending to a width of sereral hundred yards. At 
that period, however, the rirer was little more than s 
succession of deep broad water-holes. 

The country on either side of the rirer was low luid 
corered with reeds; here and there, the bed of a dried- 
up lagoon, or small lake, was to be seen. 
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The Lachlan has ite rise id the Bathnrst district of 
New South Wftles, and waters an immenae tract of 
country before it falls into the Murrumbidgee. Along 
its banks hundreds of squattera are settled ; but at the 
time referred to, none had extended themselres as far 
as where its waters disembogue themselves into the 
Hoimmbidgee. The country, indeed, was not farourable 
for location; little pasturage was to be seen; reeds 
extended themselves in aU directions; and the flats 
and plains bore evident marks of being inundated at 



Two days' journey beyond the Lachlan, we discovered 
a small range of hills, about ten miles from the Mur- 
rumbidgee; and in the valleys between the lidges we 
came npon some good pasturage, and a range of watei^ 
holes. As herbage of late had been scanty, we availed 
ourselves of this, and halted for two days. 

So far our journey had been most snccesKEul; we had 
I<ffit none of our cattle, vrith the exception of a few 
calves; and, although three of the horses had been 
wounded, they were getting on well, and bade fair soon 
to be fit for work again. With our men we also found 
much reason to be satisfied; we had brought no spirits 
of any kind, and once beyond, the reach of thai, they 
were obedient, active, and efficient; apparently as anxious 
for the prosperooB termination of the journey as their 
employers. This state of matters was materially pro- 
moted by kindness, all pul^ies equally partaking of what 
comforts our stores afibrded. 

Between the Lachlan and the Murray, the low flat 
land in the neighbourhood pf ^l^e }{urrumbidgee was 
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completely corered with reed^ which we had to aToid 
as much aa possible, keeping to the more elevated ground 
which bordered these flats. The alluTial deposita on 
these flats were of great depth and richness, and no 
doubt would produce in abondance ererj description 
of grain, if the hand of the cnltiTator was extended to 
thrae distant r^ons, at present bo little known to man- 
kind. No doubt, the periodical floods might be made 
sabsement to the purposes of cultiration. 

On the forty-fiflh daj after leaving Chindagtu, we 
reached the Murray Rirer, where the Murrumbidgee 
and Hnme join, to form that noble stream. At the 
junction, a large lake is formed bj the meeting of the 
waters, and numerous creeks and lagoons extend on 
either side. On this account, we were obliged to keep 
at some distance from the main stream, crossing the 
creeks near where thej took their rise. 

From the Lachlan to the Murray, we had on Tarioos 
occaaions fallen in with plains, completely covered wit^ 
tall reeds from fifteen to twenty feet in height. To force 
a passage through these, was of course imposnbl^ so we 
had to proceed around them, making circaita of ten or a 
dozen miles. 

The distance from Murrumbidgee to Lake Alexandrina, 
following the course of the river, exceeds seven hundred 
miles ; this we were in hopes of acccomplishing in about 
three montiiB. At this point, our salt provisions being 
nearly eihaufited, we commenced slaughtering cattle, as 
occasion required. Oonsidering the distance they had 
come, the stock were little reduced in condition, and we 
Arand the fresh beef very good, and an acceptable raria- 
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tion of OUT' ^et. On readiing the Murray, the plains 
and flatB extended, being dosed in at from ten to fifteen 
miles bj ranges of hills of Taijing height. These hills 
vere generallj timbered, and in more fhTOurable seasons 
Tonld no doubt yield fan* paatorage. 

After crosung the Lachlan, yie several times fell in 
with the aborigines, bat in consequence of the strength 
of oar party, they did not molest os, and the men had 
strict orders never to interfere vith them unless attacked. 
These orders no doubt Tould hare been disregarded, if 
opportunity bad offered, and the vomen of the aborigines 
had been in the vay ; bnt aa none of their camps were 
seen the evil vas prevented. 

Security, and absence of all loss, having made the men 
gomevhat careless, on the sixth day after leaving the 
Mumimbidgee, the country being of a forest character 
^th nnderwood, about forty of the cattle strayed, and 
the loss vaa not discovered until the following morning. 
This occasioned a halt of four days ; and it was only 
after knocking up several horses with severe riding that 
we succeeded in recovering twenty-three of the number, 
the others eluding all search. As we found that any 
fiirther attempt to recover them would be useless, the 
journey was continued, care being taken to guard against 
the recurrence of another such loss, and gratuities were 
promised to the men to induce increased vigilance. 
Kothing remarkable occurred, until we reached the banks 
of the river Darling, where it empties itself into the 
Hurray from the nortiiward. 

From the junction of the Mumimbidgee and Hume, 
the Hurray " trends" to the northward and westward, 
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bnt after receiving the waters of tbe Darling, it flows 
nearly due west for a hondred miles, when it turns to 
the southward. 

The Darling is one of the most considerable rirers of 
this continent ; it is formed hj tbe junction of sereral 
rivers, the Bogan, Macquarie, Casttereagb, and others, 
which have their rise within the territory of New South 
Wales. 

The extent of country drained by these numerous 
rivers is immense, and would lead to the supposition of 
a moch larger body of water than the Darling contains. 
At the period the author saw it, its depth was not con- 
siderable, bat its width was at least one hundred and 
thirty yards. The bed of the river was in places much 
wider, and indicated the frequent influence of mi^ty 
torrents. 

It is generally apparent throughout Australia that 
rivers and streams do not increase, in proportion to the 
length of their course, the country drained, and the 
tributaries received. This is in part accounted for by 
the rapid evaporation, arising from a dry climate, and 
the extensive absorption by the soil, through which the 
rivers flow. The squatters of New South Wales have 
not, as yet^ extended themselves to the more northern 
parts of tbe Darling ; but the time is not far distant 
when their 6ocks and herds will be met with, even thus 
far in the interior of AustraUa, at least eight hundred 
miles from the nearest shipping port. Onward, onward, 
is the universal cry of the squatters, and the annual 
enormous increase of flocks and herds propels progression, 
at a rate inconceivable to Uie inhabitants of an old country. 
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Far oat bejond the fiirthest loc&tion, the squatter 
proceeds in search of a run for his increased stock. He 
finds a suitable spot, and then a hark or dah hut, a 
stock yard, &c., are soon constructed ; thej stand isolated 
far, far, in the wilderness. A month, perhaps two 
months pass bj, the squatter is becoming more settled 
and used to his location, vhen other seekers for new- 
stations arrire: they find the place occupied, so thej 
more still further onwiurd ; and so from veek to vcek, 
and month to month, matters proceed, until the con- 
stantlj increasing flocks of the squatter demand other 
new lands for their pasturage. 

To Sir Thomas Mitdiell, the eminent surveyor-general 
of New South Wales, is due the merit of having traced 
the course of the Darling. It is supposed, that beyond 
that river, some few d^^ees, the great inland desert of 
Australia commences ; but on this point mere conjecture 
speaks. 

In crossing the Darling, we were first obliged to make 
nse of our punt ; but so loose had many of the seams 
become, that it was only by plastering them with day^ 
that we could get it to float. The cattle were driven up 
to the bank, and then urged by the men and dogs, they 
rushed into the stream, and swam over ; the wheels of 
the drays being taken off, they were floated across by 
means of a couple of large casks, originally packed with 
salt meat, that had been consumed in the early portion 
of our journey. Two days were occupied in crossing the 
Dariing, and a third was spent on its banks, as one of 
rest and relaxation. 

Thus far we had journeyed without meeting with any 
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oi thow mishapB and misfbrtnnea tiiat had ittmded 
oUier overiand partiei^ bnt ours vera soon to oom- 
mence. 

Two days after leaTing the Dariing, ihree of our moat 
Taloable hones strayed avaj aa ve Tere aboat encamp- 
iDg; Imt as then vas plenty of good feed and vater in 
the neighbourhood, it vas not considered necessary to 
look for them that night. They had not been eithOT 
tethered or hobbled for some time, as they vere bo quiet 
that the man -who had the care of the working bollockB 
at night, kq>t a look out after them. 

Morning came, and aft« breakfast myself and two 
others rode out in search of them. For four honrs we 
kept together, on sereral occasions failing in with the 
horses' tracks, but again losing them in consequence of 
the ground being so dry and hard as not to retain any 
impression. We had penetrated into a range of hills, at 
first thinly timbered, but gradually becoming more dense; 
and we could not be less than twenty miles from the 
camp, when we came once more npon the horses' tracks 
close to where two deep gullies ran up each side of a 
projecting hiU. As the ground was rather stony, wo 
could not discern which of the two the horses had taken, 
and, in consequence, we were induced to separate ; the 
two stockmen taking one gully, and myself the other. 
We were well mounted and armed, and as we had not 
seen any sign of the aborigines for a couple of days, we 
did not foresee any danger in this course. Riding up 
the gully for some three miles I found it to extend con< 
siderably, the hiUe on either side of a greater altitude, 
and covered with timber, interspersed with underwood. 
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At one point the gullj branched off, and I had to chooae 
at random the course to follow. 

Within an honr, and about mid-day, I found mjBelf 
traTersing bairen stonj ranges, hearily timbered with 
immense trees, either of the genus eucdjptus or tall 
bastard box-trees, vhoae vhite stems ascended to a great 
height without a branch. Backvai^ and fonrards, 
across these ranges, and the sm^ interreniug gullies, I 
roamed, in the hope of falling in with the horses' tracks, 
bot in Tain; and after several hours thus employed^ I 
resolved to return to &b camp, and in case of the two 
stockmen being also nnsucceesful, renew the seuxh an 
the morrow. 

The sun was declining towards the horizon, and I felt 
that I had postponed my return too long, the camp 
being at least thirty miles' distant, as well as I coold 
calculate. To return the way I had come would have 
been to make a long detour, so I struck boldly across the 
ranges in a direct line for our camp, which was to remain 
stationary till the horses were recovered. Half an hour's 
riding brought me to the hce of a steep range, down 
which I found it impossible to descend ; bo, leading my 
horse I followed its course to the north-west, in the hops 
of meeting with some leas difficult q>ot where I could 
descend and cross the gully. A few dry water-holes were' 
visible far below in the bed of the creek, on either side 
of which grew tea-tree, scrub, and tall dense reeds. For 
several miles I proceeded, the gully getting deeper, and 
the reeds and scrub more dense; but still I pursued the 
same course considering it more than probable that the' 
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gully would ultimately diTerge and lead towards the 
River Murray. 

The loose earth on the summit of the range afforded 
a bad footing and cousequently my pn^ress vss slow 
in most places, for I was compelled to lead my horse. 
At length a transrerse range disclosed a gully, by means 
of which I descended into the main one, resohed to 
follow it in its course to the river, whither I felt certain 
it " trended." 

Mite after mile was traversed; man and horse were 
becoming exhausted, yet, still the course bore north-west, 
and in vain I sooght a passage through the dense reeds 
and scrub which lined the banks of the creek, and rose 
to a height of more than twenty feet. Evening — ^twili^t 
came, and not until then would I reconcile myself to a 
temponuy abandonment of my exertions, and a bivouac 
in the wilderness for the night. 

Although on starting from the camp we had not an 
idea of being long absent, yet we bad taken a small 
supply of tea, sugar, and enough damper and beef for 
one meaL Of this, when we separated, I had taken a 
share, and tethering my horse where some scanty herbage 
presented itself, I made a pot of tea wit^ a bottle of 
water I carried, and having refreshed myself thus, t 
became reconciled to my situation, 'although it was any- 
thing but a comfortable one. 

I had neither top-coat nor rug to cover myself with 
at night, and my horse in vain neighed loudly, thus 
claiming my aid to procure him water, but it was not to 
be had. I was aware, from appearances, that no water 
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ezuted in the bed of the creek, and eren if it had, it 
Totdd be futile to attempt reaching it through the dense 
maae of reeds vhich guarded it on either side. 

In those regions There vater generallj exists, these 
reeds abound, and form impenetrable fastnesses, except 
in sach places as the aborigines have burned paths 
through, and these are so intricate that to find jour v&y 
out is a matter of difficulty. The reeds are thick, strong 
and tall, from fifteen to thirty feet high, according to the 
soil on which thej grow, and the supply of water they 
receire. 

As it was useless deploring my unpleasant position, I 
set about searchiDg for a resting-place for the night, 
where I might obtain some shelter, and I succeeded in 
finding a fitUen dead tree, the interior of which had been 
partly burned out, in some bush conflagration. The 
aborigines hare recourse to this mode, in order to 
destroy the old grass, and cause green herbage to spring 
up in its stead, for the support of the kangaroo and other 
animals they subsist on. 

The tree had once been a noble box, and was suffix 
ciently latge to admit me within it, stretched at fiill 
length. Feet foremost, I crept in, toid much fatigued 
afler the exertions of the day, I was sound asleep almost 
before darkness had covered the earth, having first extin- 
guished the fire, lest it might attract any straggling 
aborigines, and selected the best spot for my horse, 
where howerer he obtained only a scanty allowiuice of 
T^etation. 

Although my resting-place was indifferent, yet long 
and sound ^as my sleep, and it wanted but a short time 
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of daylight when I issued forth into the cool air of morn- 
ing. The figure I presented viB, eren to mjsel^ a 
matter of amusement, for the charcoal of the Iniide of 
the tree had completely blackened me &oin head to foot. 
Ab water vas not to be had, I vaa obliged to make the 
best attempt I could to cleanse myself, and then I once 
more prepared to renev my exertions to reach tiie camp, 
I had preserred some bread and tea from the preriooi 
eremng's meal, and having swallowed this, I rubbed my 
horse down, saddled him, and again continued my path 
along the bed of the gully towards the north-weaL 

After the ill success of a like course the day before, 
it may be supposed I was headstrong in pursuing this 
plan, but knowing that the Murray was the only consi- 
derable river in these regions, I felt assured thai the 
creek must ultimately lead to that river, and that to- 
wards the stream I should find many of the native paths 
tiirough the reeds, which would enable me to cross. 

Pour hours I continued to ride rapidly, and still the 
creek showed no prospect of turning. Mid-day came, 
the gully had extended almost into a plain, and various 
arms branched oflF ri^t and left ; one of these inter- 
vened to prevent further progress westwwd, running 
neariy due north, and as I found it impossible to force 
my way through the scmb, I had to turn on my course, 
and as a last resource retrace my steps. 

Since my descent into the gully the afternoon before, I 
had at least travelled fifty miles, and with an exhausted 
horse and no water at hand, a formidable prospect was 
beftffe me. I felt satisfied that my horse would at once 
be refreshed, and cany me long and far, if I could only 
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procure w&tet for him ; but vithoat this, onder a bimiiig 
son, tite thermometer being at leaat eightj in the Bhade, 
it Tonld be impossible for him to be&r i^ for manj honrs 
longer, not so long indeed as -would suffice to bring me 
to the spot tfhexe I had descended from the ranga 

Althoogfa in reaUtj lost in the bosh, yet I felt satis' 
fied as to the course I should pnrsae, if I vere once able 
to oroBS the intervening gully, and on that aocotuit I 
came to the resolution of abandoning my horse, and 
endearonring to force my way through on foot ; to this 
end, and to gire my horse a chance for himself I took 
bridle and saddle off, and deposited them in a hollow 
tree, in case X might be able to recover them ; miy rifle 
and pistols I retained as necessary articles. Skirting the 
dense thicket of reeds for abore an hour, I found one 
spot I considered more favourable than any other, and 
pushed boldly into the mass; sometimes on hands and 
knees, at others by the aid of the large clasp knife that 
bushmen usoally carry, I succeeded, after about two 
hours' labour, in penetrating some distance, perhaps five 
or fdx hundred yards, and there found the dry bed of 
the creek, vhich appeared, at more favourable seasons, 
to extend in a range of vide deep ivater-holes. On con- 
sideration, I thought it vould be the best course to fol- 
low the dry bed of the creek, until I could find some 
opening or path to the southvard, and thu I did suc- 
cessfully, discovering an old native path, which brought 
me clear through the intervening bush to the bordering 
range a short time before sun-set. 

From eariy morning I had never ceased the most 
violent exertions, and this fatigue, joined to anxiety of 
K 2 
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mind, and the total -want of food and vater thronghont 
the day, had reduced me to a deplorable state of veak.- 
ness. When I issued from the cover of the reeds, vhich 
arched themselres high over the abori^nal path, I felt 
that forther I could not proceed, and thirst gnaved at 
mj -rerj Titals, inducing me to seek from tree to tree 
some small portion of exuded gam, in order to lessen 
the violent pangs of drought, and moisten my parched 
tongue. 

Another night in the wildentesal and without food or 
shelter, for I could onlj find a small dead tree, beside 
vhich I lay on the bare soil. Long, long did the hours 
of that dreary night seem ; the chillness of the air at 
times vould rouse me from the state of partial insensi- 
bilitj into vhich I had fallen, and then the btmiing 
thirst 1 felt vould impel me to cram mj mouth full of 
hits of vood, or of such dry herbage as I could find. 

In the vast vrildemeBS around, not a living thing 
moved or disturbed the deep silence ; the cry of the 
Tarragil or the scream of the native turkey was alike 
absent ; the excessive drought of the period seemed to have 
annihilated or driven far away, both animals and birds ; 
even a snake vas not to be seen ; aU living things vere 
absent, but the nnhappy hnman being who lay turning 
and 'writhing with his sufferings. 

Morning at length dawned; for an hour before I was 
walking hither and thither to promote the circulation of 
my blood, my limbs having been benumbed by so long 
an exposure to the ni^t air. When the sun arose 
l^orious and bright, my first endeavour was to procure 
food by the aid of my rifle, but in vain I sought to rouse 
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a bandieoot, opoBsmn, sqairrel, or anj of the sm&U ani- 
mals nsoallj found in those countries ; — none were to be 
met trith; not eren a bird presented itself during a walk 
of sereral hours. A conple of hours before noon I -was 
obliged to halt, for want of strength to proceed further, 
and I sat down beneath the shade of a large eucal^ti, 
that extended its branches far aod wide. My strength 
was rapidly failing, not so much from hanger as extreme 
thirst, and the lassitude created by the intense heat. 
It was with difiScuItj I renewed mj jonmej shortly after 
noon, in the direction where I considered I might first 
fall in with the river. My progress was dow' in t^e 
extreme ; a sncceasion of ranges of loose soil, covered 
with stunted timber, presented themselres and impeded 
my steps, and when night again cam^ I had not eren 
obtained a distant view of the plains, which I knew ex- 
tended many miles from the Mmray. 

"When the sun set on me for the third time, alone in 
this wilderness, the energy that had sustained me so far 
was almost ezhaosted, and I sank on the earth in a state 
of apathy, careless of where I lay, and hopeless as to the 
future. 

From the first, it had struck me tiiat my partner would 
at once send out in search of me, when it was found that 
I did not return at night; but as in all probability the 
men would follow tiie course I had originally taken, I did 
not think it at all likely I should meet with any of them; 
and as I felt incapable of further exertion, my &te ap- 
peared to be sealed in this world. 

That night was another of horrible sulferinf^ which it 
would be rain to attempt to describe; but before mora- 
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ing I flank into a state of iosensibilitj, from vhich the 
ynrta rajs of the eon onlj aroused me some time after 
its rising. With mach difficulty, and after a long effort, 
bj the aid of my rifle I vraa enabled to get to mj feet, 
and totter along a short distance, when oTercome vith 
excras of veakness, I fell, unable to rise again. This, 
then, I thought, vas to be the scene of mj death; and in 
despair, insensibility again ensued. Many honn I must 
baTe continued in that state, for the sim had blistered 
my. face, and the skin had peeled off in conseqnence of 
my baring lain exposed to the sun, I knov not how long. 
Wben Qonsciouaneas returned, it vas night; a bright fire 
vas blazing at a short distance, and kind hands vexe 
moistening my parched lips, as I lay stretched upon 
some opossum rugs spread upon the ground. Gratefiil 
indeed was the drink of. cold tea I greedily Bwallowed, 
and hope once more revired- in my breast. A party of 
three of our men, who with others had been sent out in 
search of me, had found me as I lay senseless; they 
Tould hare passed through a gully, at the bottom of 
thOi range, but the dogs had discovered me, and attracted 
them to the spot by barking. Much difBculty vaa expe- 
rienced in renring me, and there is little doubt, had I 
not been thus proridentially diacorered, I should nerer 
hare awaked to consciousness in this world. Three 
parties, with one of which was my partner, woe out in 
search, and the' men I had parted with had safely re- 
turned to tiie camp, but without reooT«ing the horses. 
Duriiig that night we birouadied where we were, the 
men stripping some bark, and making me a mall " mi* 
mi^" ondw iriiidh tiiey spread their opossun rugs for 
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me to reet ou. RaTenona as my hmiger was, I restrained 
myeelf, and partook of food Bparinglj. 

Next moming it vaa proposed to return to the camp, 
bat on making the trial, it was found impossible to be 
effected, as I was ao weak as to be unable to sit a horse. 
From the camp we were not distant more than thirty 
miles, and much less &om the Murray, the plains extend- 
ing to within two miles of where I was found. In con- 
sequence of my weakness, and as I felt a slow ferer 
creeping orer me, one of the men left for the camp, in 
order to send a dray and other assistance. These did 
not arriTO until late on the following afternoon, when I 
was in the height of a ferer. In the morning the men 
carried me in a blanket orer the ranges to the plaint^ 
where the dray was, and in two days I arrived at the 
camp, my partner not haYing yet returned from hia 
search of me. The medical skill of one of the men waa 
now of much service, and fortunately we had a small 
ship's medicine chest, which we had provided against 



In two days after my return, my partner and all the men 
came back, and it was resolved to remain encamped, until 
the result of my ilhiess should be known. The ninth 
day, as usual, was the crisiB, and tiie strength of my. 
constitution brought me through it, although I waa 
reduced to the verge of the grave by weakness. After 
a delay of three weeks, the camp was once more moved, 
and the journey continued ; the interior of the punt on 
one of the drays being cleared out, and a bed, covered 
ftT« with a tarpaulin tilt, made in it for me. Until mj 
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complete recoveiy our joamey tras slow, not exceeding 
e^ht miles per daj. 

I have neglected to mention the fact, that notwith- 
standing a most vigilant search, neither the three horses 
that had strayed, nor the one I had abandoned, vere 
recovered. The ground in all directions vas so dried 
up, that it retained no track, and to this maj the loas be 
attributed. 

This loss vas a serious consideration; the horse I had 
ridden and one of the others, vere valuable animals, 
and some hundred pounds each were expected for them 
at Adelaide. There now remained but fourteen horaea, 
one having died in consequence of vronnds received from 
the aborigines. This number was little more than suffi- 
cient to do the datj required in guarding and watching 
the cattle; and besides, it was constantly necessary to 
keep a look-out for the aborigines, to provide against 
surprise. 

> Five days after the renewal of our journey, a large 
tribe of natives was fallen in with, encamped near the 
banks of a small river, that emptied itself into the 
Murray. The country was assuming a more barren 
character; high projecting cliffs guarded the banks of the 
river, and the elevated land on either side was without 
the fertility and herbage of the low level plains. Ohasms 
and guUiee, wide and deep, vere constantly to be seen,' 
all breaking through the high clii& of the Murray, and 
the crossing these occasioned much trouble. 

Pasturage for the stock was with difficulty obtained, 
and the country, at some distance from the river, waa 
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q; 'the appearance of a sandj desert ; the reeds 
and flaggers near the river were the chief support of the 
stock. The first day -we encountered them, the large 
aboriginal tribe k^t aloof, and the stockmen who were 
iratching them, remarked that they were gradually 
draving off and crossing the Murray to its southern 
bank; accordingly, we were in hopes that the strength 
of our party deterred them from molesting as. That 
night we " camped" about a mile from the Riyer Rnfus, 
a comparatively small stream, which discharges itself 
from the northward into the Murray. At this period 
the river was not running, but its bed was steep, and a 
succession of water-holes afforded plenty of the necessary 
element for our stock. 

Throi^hout the night nothing remarkable occorred; 
the drays and tent were placed on a small open eleva- 
tion, some few hundred yards fi^m a gully, which was 
densely clothed with scrul^ and which "trended" towards 
the Rufiu ; the cattle, as usual, were drawn up aboat 
one hundred yards to the north of the camp, and on the 
side opposite where the gully ran. I had been rapidly 
recovering my strength, and slept with my partner and 

young M in tiie tent. 

V Morning had dawned, bat the sun had not appeared 
above the horizon, when general attention was drawn to 
the dogs attached to the camp, who commenced barking 
Tiolently, and rushed in a body towards the nei^bour- 
ing gully. Aa it was now the usual hour for rising, the 
men were aatir, and some of them proceeded to saddle 
the horses, and relieve their comrades cm watch and 
goard. The dc^ still continuing to wlf/^ a great noise 
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in the gully and amongst the senile /oong H and 

two of the men took their anng and went thither. Fire 
minntea had acarce elapsed, when two shots were fired, 
and, on looking in the direction, the two men were seen 
running towardfi us, whibt out of the gull; poured crowds 
of armed aborigines, in their war paint, with terrific yells. 
M - ■' - ■'■ was not to be seen ; he had descended a few 
steps into the gully, b^ore l^e men, and, before he was 
aware of the presence of the natires, he was speared bj 
them. 

Onwards mshed the two stockmen, and close after 
them the aborigines ; who, however, had not effected a 
surprise, from the mere accident of the watch being 
changed at the time, aud cousequeutly two-thirds of the 
people were on horseback and armed. It was no time 

for hesitation. immediately called off the men 

from the cattle, and with eleven horseman charged the 
adrandng natives. Although the first fire on the dense 
mass, consisting of upwards of one htmdred aborigines, 
was very destructive; yet they did not give way, but* 
penetrating between the horsemen, made for the camp^ 
The first alarm had roused me &om a re&eshing slee[^ 
and, on being made aware of the vicinity of the nativei^ 
I had only time to get on my trowsers and shoes, when 
they were upon ua; wea^ as I was, I seized my pistols 
and cutlass, and rushed from the tent to join the men. 
Five men with myself remained by the draye^ and we 
received the natives with a volley as they poured upon 
n% hnrling their speais and wielding their formidaUe 
langiek or war dubs. 

It vai a moment of fearibl danger, and notlung oonl^ 
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hare saTed us but the cupidity of the aboriginea, mich 
vexe their oTerwhelming numbers. Rushing at the 
tent and draja, the former vas at once OTertumed, and 
the taipaolina torn from the latter. Others dashed at 
the cattle and contmenoed gearing them; but, taking 
the aUnn, the ftnimalB, vith the strange antipathy they 
usually exhibit to the presence of the nativea, broke 
away and wildly bounded across the country ifl erery 
direction, no effort being made to retain them, by the 
men, who indeed were otherwise too desperately en- 
gaged. At this moment, , followed by the 

mounted stockmen, dashed into the camp, cutting down 
or shooting all the natives that opposed them, and 
coming to our aid just at the time we had giren'up hope, 
for one of oar numbers had had his brains dashed out 
with a waddie, and two others were badly speared. The 
camp was soon cleared, and the natives were flying in all 
directions, pursued by the mounted men; and within 
half an hour of the first alarm, not one was to be seen 
but those who lay dead or dying around. Our first duty 
was to ascertain how our men had escaped ; two were 
killed, besides poor M — — , whose body was found in 
the golly riddled by spears; four others had received 
dangerous spear wounds, and there were but three of the 
party who had escaped entirely without injury. For 
myself I received a stroke of a stone tomahawk on the 
Bhoolder, but, having partly parried it with a pistol, the 

wound was not severe. was unhurt, although 

ftffemost in tJie &ay, uid bodily weakness overcoming 
m^ I had again to stretch myself upon a bed and leave 
matteriin hiahutda. 
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The camp presented a ead appearance; the dead 
bodies of the natives laj around, and flour, tea, sugar, 
clothes, anns, &c., corered the groand, having been torn 
from the drajs. The tent was in shreds, and its contents 

scattered about Eleven hands, induding , vere 

all that remained capable of dut3r; and thej set about 
collecting and repacking the stores and removing the 
camp a short distance further from the creek, to a spot 
where there were a few stunted trees which might be 
made into a stockade and a bmsh-yard for the cattle. 
The bodies of our three companions were covered over 
with a tarpaulin until the evening when it was resolved 
that we should inter them. 

As the men had all behaved so well in action, and 
were equally exposed to danger, all were called together, 
and a council was held as to what would be the best course 
to adopt. It was but too apparent that the alarm and 
panic that had seized upon the stock, would cany them 
many miles into the country, and that it would be 
useless to despatch one or two men in search of them, 
and mcffe conld not be spared, as long as the camp was 
exposed, as the aborigines would infallibly renew the 
attack if they found the party considerably reduced. 
As these facts admitted of no doubt, it was resolved to 
form a strong stockade around the camp, and at a short 
distance a good brush-yard, into which to turn the 
stock as they were recovered. When these were finished, 
five men, exclusive of the wounded, were to remain i^ 
the stockade, and the remainder proceed to recover the 
cattle; for the present it was considered advisable to 
send one of (h? men, well mounted, on the track of the 
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main bod/ of the stock, bo as to keep theid id view, and 
head tiiem back as much as possible towards the camp, 
or at least keep them in an acc^sible country. This 
man -waa to take such prorisions with him as Troold 
render his return unnecessary, until joined by the party 
vhose duty it vould be to collect the stock. Anxiously 
and sturdily did all capable of working set themselres to 
tiieir task. The trees in the neighbourhood, Tarying 
from one to tvo feet in diameter, trere cut down, and 
the boles piled upon " each other, secured by a few 
wooden pins driven into auger-holes made in the timber. 
An hour before sunset the stockade was completed, and 
the drays safely placed within it; the melancholy duty 
of buiying the dead was then performed. Close to the 
spot where the action was fought, a grave was dug for 
them, and there, in their clothes, as they fell, they were 

interred, C reading the funeral service of the 

Ohnrch of En^and over them, whilst their companions, 
arms in hand, stood around; and not a few dropped 
a tear over the fate of young M •■■- , whose kindness 
of heart and bravery had endeared him to all — even 

to the roughest of the men. Although was 

anxious that the bodies of the natives should also be 
put beneath the earth, yet the men positively refused to 
dig a grave for them, and merely dragged the corpses to 
the guUy at hand, and cast them into the scrub, leaving 
them there for their comrades to carry ofiF, or the wild 
dogs to feed on, as the case might be. That night was 
spent with a feeling of security within the stockade, the 
men keeping watch two at a time, but nothing occurred 
to disturb us, and the next morning all working hands 
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•were engaged in filing and collecting treet for ike brush- 
yard, which was finished in the course of the day, and 
we were at liberty to send on the morrow in search of 
the cattle. 

Accordingly, on the second morning after the dis- 
persion of the stock, and fiye of the men well 

mounted and well armed, proceeded in seardi of them. 
Fonr hands, besides those sererely wounded, were left 
with me at the stockade, and these took their turns in 
Watching, ao as to give notice if the aborigines appeared 
in si^t. The wound on the shoulder I found affected 
me little, after the swelling had been reduced, and I 
rapidly gained strength, so that I had the prospect of 
soon being able to mount a horse, and partake in the 
toib of my companions. The wounded men were all 
getting on faronrably, it being a most fortunate drcnm- 
stance that none of the spears with which they were 
wounded were barbed. The points of all were smooth 
and round, and not at aU so dangerous aa those jagged 
*ith fish-bones fastened on with gum. Of the aborigines 

we saw nothing for the two days was absent; 

he returned with about four hundred head of cattle he 
had collected, having fallen in with the stockman, who 
had been sent on the track. The following morning 
O" ■ ■ again went in search of more, leaving, however, 
two extra men, whose duty it would be to herd the 
recovered stock in the neighbourhood of the camp during 
the day, and at night to gather them into the brush-yard 
we had made. 

It would be tedious to relate the many exertions that 
•ten made, during the course of three weeks, to recover 
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tiie missiiig stock. Bj degrees, manj were collected, 
and in the later e;qieditioiiB for the purpose I took a 
part, haring sofficientlj recovered firom the effects of mj 
severe ilinera. At length there were onlj 193 head 
missmg, and as ve scoured the country in tain for these, 
and our provieions were hecoming much reduced, yre 
vere obliged to leave tiiem to their fate, and renev our 
joumej for Adelaide. Crossing the Rufus some ten 
miles from its junction vith the Murray, ve again met 
some aborigines, bat -whether of the same tribe or not ve 
did not ascertain; they did not attack us, although they 
showed every disposition to do so, hovering near ojir line 
oi march, but ve kept ourselves ready for them, imd no 
doubt this discouraged any attempt they mig^t have 
been inclined to make. 

To the westward of the Rufus, the Murray attains its 
most northern course in about the 34th degree of sonth 
latitude, near the South Australian frontier on the 141st 
parallel of longitude; the Murray then trends to the 
south, whither it continues to Sow until it enters Lake 
Alezandrina. Near the Rufiis, high table-lands exist on 
the northern bank of the Murray, formed chiefly of trap- 
rocks, and the country farther back gradually becomes 
more sandy, as the distance from the river is increased, 
until barren wastes alone present themsdves. For 
upwards of one hundred miles this description of country 
continues, and the river in places is approached with 
difiSculty, varying in width from 100 to 300 yards, 
navigable, and chiefly clear of dead timber or rapids, 
the waters flowing slowly and steadily along. Prom the 
appearance of the banks on either side, the Murray must 
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at times be sabject to most ezteosire floods, iodicationa 
ezisting of the vaters rising from thirty to forty feet 
abore tiie level they presented to us. The only mode of 
descent to the rirer's bed ■w&s by means of some of the 
numerous gullies that indent the banks, and these ve 
had to make use of 'when water vas not to be found in 
any of the tributary streams or creeks that flowed from 
the northward or the ana-branch of the rirer itself 

On the one hundred and thirty-ninth day after leaving 
Tass Plains, we calculated that we crossed the South 
Australian boundary, but nothing was present', rirer or 
mountain, to mark the fact : the division is merely imagi- 
nary, and in that part passes through a wild and desolate 
country, with few traces of Terdure, and totally uaeleBS 
for the purposes of man. No doubt this region is part 
of the vast internal desert discovered by Captain Sturt, 
but which he was only able to penetrate a comparatively 
short distance. In various places, both before and after 
crossing the Rufus, we met with the skeletons and 
bleached bones of bollocks and cows that had been lost^ 
or shtughtered by the aborigines, of some of the overland 
parties who had preceded ua ; in one place there was a 
duster of at least twenty skeletons, which no doubt 
marked the scene of some fierce onslaught on the part of 
the natives. With respect to the Murray, and most of 
the other rivers of those regions, there is a peculiarity 
worth mentioning, although observed in other Australian ' 
streams. The floods to which all the rivers are subject 
lead to the formation of series of lagoons or ponds, paral- 
lel to the main stream, which ure plentifully supplied 
in the rainy seaeon, when they communicate with one 
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another, but in summer thej are detached, and frequently 
completely dried up. These lagoona are called in the 
country the ana-brani^ of the main rirer, and at seasons 
preclude aU approach to the principal stream. 

From the hanks of the Rufiis our progress was unim- 
peded, and -when we reached the longitude where the 
Mnrray trended to ^e southward, we quitted that river 
and struck across the country, for the purpose of attain- 
ing Adelaide by as short a route as possible. Shortly 
after leaving the Mnrray, we met with some extensive 
grassy plains, and lightly timbered soil, well calculated 
for pastnrage; a low level country well suited for cattle 
then succeeded, until we approached the mountain ranges 
which extend north and south a short distance from 
Adelfude, along the peninsula formed by the Murray and 
the Gulf of St. Vincent. As our distance from the 
capital decreased, the country improved in appearance, 
exhibiting in places a considerable extent of good land, 
with many creeks and streams rising in the ranges and 
flowing towards the sea. At length descending the 
ranges, we entered upon the undulating park-like land 
about Adelaide, and encamped within five miles of the 
capital, deeply grateful to Providence for our many hair- 
breadth escapes during our long and perilous expedition. 
At that period, Adelaide may be said to have been in 
her infancy, but she strikin^y exhibited the appearance 
of the wild and reckless speculative spirit that then gene- 
rally pervaded the Australian colonies. Labour, and the 
prices of provisions, were alike exorbitant, and yet few 
of the population were devoting their attention to agri- 
cultore. More than a moiety of the inhabitants of the 
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coloDj vere assembled in or aroimd tbe capital, the men 
of means engaged in speculating in land or building and 
tbe labouring classes bard at work erecting nomerous 
houses, and earning veiy high wages, which were chiefly 
spent in drink. GoTemor Gawler was then at the head 
of affairs, and the extensive public works and boildiogs 
undertaken bj him, undoubtedlj tended to sustain an. 
unnatural and unhealthy state of afittirs, occupying the 
minds of the colonists with his large public works, and 
leading them to form the most fallacious opinions of the 
prospects of tbe country from these circumstances ; for 
where such public works were proceeded with, tbe people 
naturally expected an influx of population, and wealth 
in proportion. It would be useless to dwell at length on 
the mania of that period, or the large share the Gbvemor 
had in sustaining, if not originating it, and the fearful 
retribution that soon after visited the colony, in the 
shape of all bat universal public and private bankruptcy. 
Unquestionably, Colonel Gawler was a weU-intentioncd 
and honourable man, but he was another striking instance 
of the folly of entrusting the govenunent of British 
colonies to gentlemen whose education, habits, and in- 
telligence only fit them for the army and navy where 
their prime of life has been expended. Unacquainted 
with business, or with the principles of commerce and 
trade, military and naval men are eminently unfitted for 
tbe government of mercantile colonies ; but it is all but 
useless to harp upon tbe subject, since the Government of 
this country seem to regard the colonies as little else 
than receptacles or invalid stations for the poorer mem- 
bers of aristocratic families, and dderly naval and mili- 
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taij men, vho possess Emfficient interest to get themselves 
well prOTided for at the expense of those enterprising 
children of Britain, who have gone fort;h, planted the 
standard of their native land in distant regions, and 
largely added to the commercial greatness of this country. 
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ASBLAIDB: BITKATIOK, BXTBMT, population — ^PUBLIC BDILDmOS — • 
FLACBB OF TOBSHIP — ^PORT ADELAIDE — CLIMAIS OP THE COLOHr 

>— BOIL-^REPTILSS—TKB BUNTIP AKD UUTDAI — ABOKIQIKBa 

OAHNIBAUBM — BDUCATIOM — OOTEBKHXirT AND JDDICATUaa— ' 
STATB OF SOCISTT— PBOSPBtTTa OF THB COLONY. 

Adelaidb, the capital of South Australia, is situated 
in latitude 84° 56' south, and stands upon both banks of 
the Hirer Torrens, about seven miles from the sea. The 
ground upon vhich it is built slopes gently down tovards 
the stream, and is sheltered bj two natural terraces of 
considerable extent, from whence there is a commanding 
Tlew of the level country that extends to the sea shore. 
The Hirer Torrens is an inconsiderable stream which is 
lost in the loose sandy soil between the capital and the 
sea. In summer it is merely a series of unconnected 
ponds, but in the ramy seasons its current rolls along in 
a large Tolume and with impetuosity, flooding the level 
lands in the Ticinity. The country around Adelaide is 
remarkable for its beauty : a range of hills of considerable 
height extends to the eastward and southward of it> 
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enclosing a tract of land having the appearance of an 
English gentleman's park. 

The ori^nal place of anchorage, for all ressels trading 
to Adelaide, vas at Holdfast Baj, an open roadstead, 
about seven miles from the tovn. At this baj a tovn 
called Olenelg was laid oat, and numerous allotments 
vere disposed of; hut the frequent loss of ships from the 
exposed character of the hay, has led to the removal of 
the port to a creek about fourteen miles to the north- 
VI ard of Glenelg and about eight miles from Adelaide, 
This creek is called Port Adelaide, and is an inlet from 
the Gulf of St Vincent: the entrance to it is in latitude 
34° 53' south, longitude 138° 34' east There is no 
considerable difficulty in approaching -the entrance of 
Port Adelaide, but at its mouth there is a bar, across 
which vessels of 300 tons can at all times proceed with 
safety, larger vessels having to await a spring-tide, when 
a vessel of any draught of water can enter and find pei^ 
feet shelter from all winds in a complete land-locked 
harbour. The projectors of the city of Adelaide, when 
laying out the township, must have had in prospect an 
immediate access of population much greater than in all 
probability will inhabit those regions for very many 
years to come. The principal division of the tovm is 
the southern section, which contains 5,570 inhabitantP^ 
whilst the northern division had, in 1846, only 1,843 
residents. The two communicate by means of a bridge; 
but the chief Gijvemment offices and places of business 
are all on the south side of the Torrens. In the neighf 
bourhood of Adelaide there are extensive park reserves, 
which no donbt must ultimately prove of mudi benefit to 
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the public as places of recreation. Exteodiug orer a 
large surface, the streets of Adelaide present irregular 
ranges of building; the houses are for the most part 
detached, and in many inBtances surrounded hy neat 
gardens. As jet the streets are only partially formed; 
they chiefly run at right angles and are vide; and there 
are one or tvo spaces intended for crescents or squares. 

There are two great drawbacks under which Addaide 
labours, viz., its distance &om the port and an insufficient 
supply of good water. The former is proposed to be 
remedied by means of a ship canal; but the undertaking 
being so extensire a one, it is not probable the colony 
will be able to carry out the project for many years ;—~ 
time is also requisite to obtain a good supply of water 
from the nearest mountains; and, for the present, the 
inhabitants hare to reconcile themsehes to frequent 
attacks of dysentery, produced by drinking the brackish 
water of the Torrens. 

Thanks to the extensire ouUay that took place during 
the administration of Gorenior Gawler, Sonth Australia 
possesses seTeral public buildings of a magnitude consi- 
derably greater than could have been expected in eo 
young a colony. The General Public Offices, which 
comprise the departments (^ GoTeruor, FriTate Secretary, 
pobnial Secretary, Surreyor-General, Colonial Treasurer, 
and Auditor-General, is a quadrangular stone building 
on the south side of Victoria Square, of considerable 
dimensious, and built of native stone in a plain and 
Bubstantial style. 

.Goremment House is a laige but incomplete pile of 
stone buildings, well situated in the midst of extensiv* 
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gtoonda near the banks of the Torrens. As yet the 
groimds have been only partially laid out. The gaol 
atanda without the tcwn on a large space of land near 
the mer, but a part of it is set apart for a lonatio 
asylum; it ia eztensire and strongly built, ensuring the 
safe custody of all criminals. The Hospital ia rather 
small, and built of brick, and is opposite East Terrace. 
The Supreme Court and Law Offices are included in a 
building originally erected for a theatre, but now con- 
verted to the more solemn duties of the law. Here are 
to be found the Judge's Ohambera, Master's Office, the 
AdTocate-General's, Sheriff^, Kegists^r-Oeneral's, and 
Official Assignees' Offices, and the Oonrt of the Resident 
Magistrate. The Oommissioners of Police and Waste 
Lands fiilfil their departments in a private house, and 
the Poet-Office is a mean little tenement, apparently too 
small for &.e business at times transacted there, more 
especially when the arrival of a mail from England 
draws thither anxious crowds in the hope of receiving 
communications that will convey news of absent Mends 
in distant lauds, with whom their thoughts tmd wishes 
sympathise. 

There an uttive schools, a Ooundl Chamber, and 
other minor public buildings of small size, and not call- 
ing for notice. The Bank of South Australia, however, 
is worthy of special mention, being an elegant and buIh 
stantial edifice, reflecting credit on the establishment 
whilst its competitor, the Bank of Australasia, carries on 
its business in a small wooden house. 

The places of worship in Adelaide are numerous, and 
exhibit an extratffdinary diversity of religious feeling 



izecy Google 



%6i 80DTE AUSTBALIA. 

amongst the population. Although no creed is esped- 
allj recognized, the members of the Church of England 
form a moiety of the entire inhabitants, and there is an 
allowance made bj the QoTemment of £350 per annom 
for A Colonial chaplain, the Rer. James Farrell, -who 
officiates at Trinity Church, a commodious but plain erec- 
tion. Three years ago he was alone in his ministrations, 
but a Church of England bishop has been appointed to 
the Colony, and has taken with him thither several 
assistants. The Roman Cathohca are erecting a cathe- 
dral for their bishop, the Rer. Br. Murphy ; at present 
they hold their service in a large school-house belonging 
to their body. The Roman Catholics have several 
chapels in varions parts of the Colony. 

The Germans also have several Lutheran churches in 
the Colony, but none in Adelaide. The Presbyterians 
have a neat church in Grenfell Street, and the seceders 
from that body, one in Gouger Street. The Wesleyan 
Methodists owa three chapels in Adelaide, one of them 
capable of containing 500 persons, besides several others 
in various country districts. The Baptists are the pro- 
prietors of two chapels in Adelaide, and the Oongrega- 
tionalists of one, and the Primitive Wesleyans, Kew 
Connesion, Plymouth Brethren, Society of Friends, Jews, 
and many other sects, have buildings or rooms where 
they assemble to worship the Almighty after their own 
peculiar manner. Although up to the present time no 
State assistance has been afforded to any creed, and 
although the original constitution of the Colony provided 
that all classes should bo left to provide and support 
theur own religious instructors, a Bill has be^ lat«Iy 
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introduced into the Legislative Oonncil to make proTisioii 
for religious worship. The Bill has met with consider- 
able opposition from all classes of Colonists, and it is to 
be hoped that, although passed by the Council, such an 
Act will not be approved of by the Crown, at least, until 
an opportunity be afforded to the Colonists to express 
their feelings on the subject, through representative 
Members, in the L^ftslative Council. The Act which 
created the Colony and left religion to the voluntary 
principle should not be abrogated by a Council whidi 
cannot be supposed, by any stretch of the imagination 
to represent the people, as all its members are nominated 
by the Crovm, and hold office at the will of the Governor 
for the time being, who has power to suspend all such 
refractory members as presume to entertain an inde- 
pendent opinion on any pubhc question. 

The seaport of the capital, Port Addaide, is the 
second tovm in the Colony, and it boasts some extensive 
stores, the prindpal merchants having concerns here as 
well as at Adelaide. The population amounted to 1,529 
in the census of 1846, but now they scarcely fiiU short 
of 2,000, on account of the vast increase in the export 
trade of the place since that period. The salt lagoons 
and marshy ground between Adelaide and the sea, from 
Port Adelaide to Glenelg, are rather detrimental to the 
health of the population of these places, owing to the 
vapours that arise from them, but notwithstanding Ade- 
laide canno^ on the whole, be considered an unhealthy 
place. 

The climate of the country generally is extremely 
salubrious, and the air light, buovant, and exhilaTa,ting ; 
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brondiial complamts, consumptibn, and all diseaaes of 
the langa may be said to be im^o^nL Daring the 
sommer months hot vinds at times prerail, doing consi- 
derable injoiy to the crops ; they blow from the north- 
frard, and -frould appear to pass orer rast arid r^ons 
where moistore is unknown. The hot winds seldom last 
long, but give place to cool refreshing southerlj sea 
breezes, which soon re-invigorate the constitution and 
dissipate the effects of the parching gales. Extending 
along the southern shores of New Holland, the south- 
west winds bring up in almost constant succession the 
raponrs of the ocean, which condensing, discharge them- 
selres in rain over South Australia. It will be seen 
from the following meteorological table tliat the rains in 
this countij are both copious and frequent 
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The soil of Soath Australia generally is admirablj 
suited for cultiTation, producing the most abnndaut 
crops; there is a considerable quantity of good land 
within a moderate distance of Adelaide, particularly to 
the southward. Although the lands of this colony may 
not be equal to those of Port Phillip in an extent of good 
soil, yet, scattered over the vast area of South Australia, 
as far as it has been already explored, there arc acres of 
rich land on which thousands, nay, millions of an in- 
dustrious population might be settled. Besides wheat 
oats, barley, and Indian com, the soil produces hops, 
tobacco, the vine, and indeed all tropical fruits and 
plants, with a very few exceptions. The mulberry is 
now being succeasfiiUy cultivated, whilst the colony bids 
fair at no distant date to become an extensive wine- 
producing country. All the advantages derivable from 
the combined growth of European and tropical plants, 
fruits, and vegetables, are to be derived in this colony. 

South Australia has proved itself to be well adapted 
for the growth of the finest wools, and the boundless 
acres of natural pasturage, not calculated for agricultore, 
present an extent of country which, even at the rapid 
rate Australian flocks increase. It will take many long 
years to occupy. 

The quadrupeds and birds of the colony are similar 
to those of other parts of Australia, which have been 
already described ; fish is plentiful and good. The 
Murray abounds with numerous specimens of the flnny 
tribe, more especially a description of small herring, 
extremely delicate and rich. The shores are visited 
annutdly by the black whale, which resorts thither to 
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calre, and irhaling is carried on to a small extent, and 
hitherto vith fair success. The reptiles of this r^oa 
are both nameroos and to be feared; and as no detailed- 
account of the reptiles of Australia has been hitherto 
given in the pages of this work, the author -will derote a 
portion of the present chapter to the task. 

There are at least eighteen different species of snakes 
found in the settled Australian colonies, exclusive of two 
extraordinarj, naj, almost fabulous nondescripts, half 
serpent, half animal, which it is confidently said, exist 
in the country. 

First, in point of size, is the diamond snake, vhich at 
times attains the extraordinary length of eighteen feet. 
It is beautifidlj coloured, and moves rapidly and noise- 
lessly along; it is most frequently to be met with in 
hollow trees or fallen logs, especially near the banks of 
Bome stream or water-hole. The bite is severe and the 
poison active, but not so virulent as many others. The 
aborigines, by sucking the vound, and applying cold 
water and the leaves of a particular shrub, generally 
effect a cure. The diamond snake is proverbially timid, 
and vill not molest unless attacked, or the traveller 
mtmdes himself between it and its borrow. The bUck 
snake is next in point of size; the greatest length of any 
hitherto seen is nine feet. They are to be found in 
great numbers in swamps and about water-holes, and 
amongst moist long grass. The bite of this reptile is 
not considered dangerous if attended to, and they are 
even more afraid of man than the diamond snake. The 
brown snake averages from four to seven feet, and its 
poison is so virulent Ihat the bite of one &«quently 



oy Google 



270 SOUTH AtrSTEALU. 

proTes fatal in a rerj few mitrateB. The aborigmes 
know of no antidote for it; after death from the bite of 
a brovn snake, the body evella fidgbtfiilly, and asstunea 
a livid purple hne. The brovn snake, like most other 
such reptiles, is alvaja found in the vicinitj of water, 
and is one of the boldest of its tribe. 

There are seyeral species of grey-coloured snakes, all 
extremely renomoos, although the aborigines succeed 
sometimes in curing their bite; the grey snakes abound 
amongst rocks, out-houses, dead wood, &c. 

Of the yellow snake little is known, for it is rare and 
shy; its general length is about fire feet, but' there hare 
been much larger specimens met with ; it is Tenomous 
and its bite fatal The whip-snakes, of which there aro 
several kinds, are much to be dreaded, their bite proving 
at once fatal; they axe generally about three feet long, 
slight in body, but extremely active. They are to be 
found where water is near, burrowed in dead wood or 
amongst rooks; the traveller should be cautious of them 
as they are extremely bold, and, during certain seasons, 
attack all that approach their place of location; they 
spring at least five times their own length, when tiiey 
have time to coil up. The green snake is to be found 
in thickets, or amongst trees, often burrowing in the 
hollow branches at a considerable height from the 
ground; it has been known to drop on animals or 
human beings who- were passing, and is much dreaded 
by the aborigines ; the bite of one proving suddenly and 
certainly &tal. 

There are one or two kinds of water-snakes, from 
three to six feet in length ; their poison is not r^arded 
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u &ta]« and they seldom or never attack man or beast ; 
their bodies are handsomelj marked -wiUi rings, tbe 
number varjing vith the age of the reptile. The guano 
of AostraUa, a miniatnre crocodile -without scales, is met 
vith of manj sizes, from the smallest to three feet in 
length. Thej are not poisonous, and abound amongst 
dead wood or hollow trees. 

The adder m&j be included in the list of noxious 
reptiles, although it is not of the snake tribe; its great 
peculiarity is its deafness, which is so extreme that it 
is apparently unconscious of any sound whateren In 
appearance it is most disgusting, with a thick plump 
head out of proportion to the size of the body, generally 
ten to fourteen inches long; its sting is contained within 
the point of the tail, and when it strikes a living object 
the sting is inserted and the poison ejected on the 
moment; there is no remedy for the sting, death ensuing 
in the course of a few minutes. The deaf adder burrows 
amongst dead wood, and never attacks man or beast 
unless trodden upon, when it has been known to sting 
a large oz, which has died within a quarter of an hour 
afterwards. 

In connexion with the snake tribe of Australia, it may 
be well to mention here the two nondescript animaU 
which are said to exiat in Australia, but of which no 
living specimen has as yet been secured by the white 
settlers. The first of these is called by the aborigines 
the Bunyip, or Kane Pratie, and is said to frequent deep 
water-holes, pools, or rivers, thickly surrounded with 
scrub. In many of the located parts of Australia the 
natives, from time to time, have endeavoured to conv^ 
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ui idea to the whites of the exiatence of some very large 
animaU, irhich freqnentlj seized and devoured them 
-when the; resorted to deep water-holes or particular 
streams. At first, many intelligent settlers considered 
the existence of such an animal as fabulous, and sup- 
posed the idea to originate in the fact of the cramp' 
affecting the natives when bathing, and causing them 
to sink amidst vehement cries induced bj the pain. 
But the concurring testimony, not only of the aborigines 
but also of the European population, has, of late, caused 
this supposition to be exploded, and the existence of 
the bunyip to be placed beyond doubt. 

In the course of 1 846, the skull of an animal, supposed 
to be the bnnyip, was found; it is that of a camiTorous 
animal as ascertained from the teeth, and it possesses a 
long lu^ cavity for the brain, with a long protmding 
bill, which is unfortunately partly broken off. It would 
appear to be of a genus hitherto entir^y unknown in 
any part of the globe. The skull is remarkable for 
the full development of the cerebral organs and the 
extreme elongation of the nasal organ; the length of 
the head is sixteen inches. Some of the aborigines 
describe the animal when alive as standing frt}m six 
to seven feet in height, and presenting the appearance 
in the upper portion of the body, of a human figure 
with fri^tful features and a long flowing mane, whilst 
others assert that it has a head and neck resembling 
those of the emu, with a long haiiy mane dracending 
around it in flowing masses. In 1847, two gentlemen 
in the vicinity of Fort Phillip Bay, whilst bathing, saw 
a large animal floating on the eurface of the sea at a 
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short distance from the shore; the only pordon fisible 
was the head and neck, irhidi resembled those of a 
hnman being, but of a Tory dark coloor, grey vhiskers 
and black hair. Apparently disturbed bj the presence 
of several persons on the shore, the creatnre sank beneath 
the water at the instant that one of the party fired at 
it. His shot was not snccessfiil, the ball glancing from 
the water at a short distance. A similar description 
of being was afterwards seTeral times seen in the -ricinity 
and the booming stifled roar of some creature heard 
in a swamp which bordered the sea-shore at that place. 
There are numbers of other persons in rarious parts 
of Australia who have seen, in the neighbourhood of 
rivers and water-holea, a strange animal of some kind. 
One gentleman, a Mr. Hall, asserts that, whilst bathing 
in Lake George, in the Sydney district, he saw, appear- 
ing above the water at a short distance, a cre.iture with 
head 'and neck resembling an emu, but much more 
thickly covered with hair or feathers, which immediately 
disappeared on being alarmed. The same gentleman 
asserts that he has Jrequently seen another desoiption 
of animal in a lagoon near Lake George, which had 
a head resembing the broad coarae features of a bull-dog^ 
covered with thick hair; this creatm^ made a deep- 
ttmed, but faint, booming noise, and threw up water 
behind it with what appeared to be a tail of considerable 
dimensions. 

However various the accounts of the bunyip may be, 
there can scarcely be a doubt that a strange and peculiar 
uiimal, or, what is more Ukely, two difierent descriptionB 
of creature inhabit the deep and retired parts of rivers 
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and vater-holes. Over the entire of Bontii Australia, 
Fort Phillip, and Nev Soath Wales, as far as thej hare 
been explored, the aborigines all agree in describing some 
such o-eature, and ihsy exhibit in places much reluctance 
to enter the water, particnlarlj on parts of the Morraj 
and Lover Murrumbidgee. Combined acconntB vonld 
lead to the conclosion that there are tvo distinct 
creatures, one resembling the emn in its upper parts, 
the other exhibiting some resemblance to the human 
head. The latter is called bj the dirarigines the Mindai, 
and the following description of and lemariu apon it, 
extracted from a Fort Fhillip paper of Hardi, 1847, may 
be found interesting: — 

" There is jet another brute of whose existence the 
blacks are as firmlj persuaded as of that of the Bunyip; 
but as bis skull has not as jet been picked up and submitted 
to the inspection of a medical board, we mnst not too 
hastiij set him down among the things that actuallj lire 
and be. The name of this creature is the Mindai. He 
is described as a serpent of immense size and length, 
with a black mane, which, bj-the-bje, is also bestowed 
on the BuDjip. According to some of oar dark antho^ 
rities, his girth is that of a good-sized gum tre^ and faia 
length that of a spar fit for the main^topmast of a 
serentj-four; while others of a more enlai^ed conception 
declare him to be like a rirer or a road — a method of 
expressing their ideas of a thing without b^;inning or 
end — and this circmnstance has led some persons to sup- 
pose that the Mindai is the blackfeUoVs god or devil It 
is certain that thej ascribe everj eril that maj befall 
them to its agencj, and that thej promise their enemies 
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that thej mH endeavour t6 procore his assistance in 
effecting their annihilation. These facts, hOTerer, do 
not disproT© his existence, or else — in that nations hare 
knelt dOTrn and worshipped apes and stocks — it must 
follow that tk^ are also beings of the imagination. It 
is somewhat extraordinary that no blackfellow has ever 
acknowledged having seen a bunyip; they speak of him 
from tradUionary accoxints, while there are many who 
declare and will firmly maintain that they have actually 
seen the Mindai. From the description of such men, he 
is a serpent about the size and shape of a large boa con- 
strictor, with a tuft like a bunch of emu feathers on his 
head, and the majority pronoonce him to be perfectly 
harmless. When in the act of progressing, he carries his 
head in the air to the height of the shoulder of a middling- 
sized man, looking round bim with all the atatehness and 
majesty of a serpent king. The darkies tell some rather 
ont-of-the-way stories about his sagacity, and are parti- 
cularly emphatic in describing the affection of the lady 
Mindai for her young, and in imitating her low whining 
cry. The place of habitation of this interesting reptile 
is the Marlis, or as it is perhaps more properly called in 
Mr. Ham's new chart — the Mallee Scrub. His principal 
food, they say, consists of the egg of the lowan, a bird 
frequenting the barren plains on and about the Lower 
Murray ; although from the manner in which they teU us 
they manage to destroy him, it seems that he has no 
objection to kangaroo rats, opossum, emu, kangaroo, or 
even a tender bit of a blackfellow. In order to kill him, 
they place food of the above description, in as large 
quantities as they can procure, in his way, and when he 
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is completely surfeited, they stick him to the ground 
vith large spears right throagh hltn, and then set fire 
to the surrooDding grass and scrub. And to give an 
idea of his size and strength, they assert that when in his 
agony he lashea his tail on the ground, every stroke may 
be heard for miles like the report of musketry. It is 
strange, if such a serpent does exist, that it should never 
yet hare been seen by the whites. But thea if he does 
not exist, the pertinacity of so many different blacks in 
maintaining that they have seen him, is equally strange; 
and vhat is somewhat in favour of his existence is, that 
those only who do not pretend ever to have seen him, 
ascribe to him the supernatural qualities and powers 
above alluded to, and portray him of vast and boundless 
dimensions ; while from the Ups of those who profess to 
be acquainted vith him by sight, we hear of nothing 
more than a very large serpent, about which, the most, 
and almost only, extraordinary thing is, that no white 
man has ever seen one. It must be recollected, however, 
that the Mallee Scrub, in which alone the blacks tell us 
he is to be found, is very little known, and from the fact 
of its being impenetrable with horses, very few have ever 
ventured to explore it, and th(»e few have soon turned 
back disgusted and fatigued. Nor is it merely an insig- 
nificant patch of scrub to which the mindai confines 
himself. The Mallee forms a desert of some considerable 
extent, in which there are patches of feed, or small 
plains, afiTording pasture to the emu and kangaroo, whidi 
dwell therein, and water, though only in inconsiderable 
quantities. It must therefore be admitted, that the 
mindai has an equal claim to our attention with the 
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bnnyip, nor can there be any positire grounds for deny- 
ing the one an equal right with the other to the recently 
ducoTO«d Bkull, the head of the Berpent being, accord- 
ing to the blacks, of very peculiar ehape, and dissimilar 
from that of other snakes. Indeed, they dwell particu- 
larly in their descriptions on this point, and seem to wish 
to convey the idea of an elevated brow, to the appearance 
of ithich, the black tuft or crest adds considerably. — 
[Since the above -was written, Mr. Bear, jim., informs us 
that one of his shepherds (a white man) has lately re- 
peatedly seen a monster of this description, which fright- 
ened him not a little.]" 

In truth, it is hard to arrive at any definite conclusion 
as to these nondescripts, but it is to be hoped for the 
sake of science, that now that public attention is drawn 
to them in Australia, there will be some living specimens 
isecnred. In the boundless interior of Australia, it is 
more than probable that many strange creatures exist, of 
which the Bunyip and Mindai are two. 

The aborigines do not in any respect differ from those 
of Port I^Iip ; in the located parts of the colony they 
are rapidly fading away before the advent of civilization, 
notwithstanding the care with which they are watched 
over by a very efEcient Protectorate, at whose head is a 
Mr. Moorhouse. Many of the settlers find them useful 
about their sheep and cattle stations, particularly in 
tracing and recovering lost stock. In the immediate 
vicinity of Adelaide and the more settled country, the 
natives are veiy inoffensive, but on the outskirts of the 
colony, especially towards Port Lincoln, Mount Gambier, 
aad the Hnmy River, they are fierce and mthless, 
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exhibiting great hostility to the vhit^ Bat even the 
more distant tribes are rapidly Tanishing from the land; 
the diseases introduced by the whites and fire-anns are 
doing the work of annihilation. Infanticide and canni- 
balism are practised by the aborigines, the colonial 
courts taking no (xtgnizance of acts committed by the 
aborigines iider se. Philanthropists and others, haTO 
from time to time questioned the fact of infanticide or 
cannibalism being common among the natives, or, indeed, 
that they are at all practised; the writer speaking from 
pem)nal obserration, can say that he has no doubt of it; 
he has several times been offered the hands and dried 
akin of hiiman beings as a charm, in reward of some act 
of kindness done by him ; and the following letter 
addressed by a highly respectable settler of the colony, 
to the Editors of the South Australian Register, will, as 
a detailed instance, place the hideous practice beyond 
doubt 

" Gbhtlbmen, — 

" A most revolting instance of cannibalism which 
I have just witnessed, has induced me to commanicate 
the particulars to jou, in order to convince those, ultiai- 
philanthropists of their error, who either deny the fect» 
or. argue the imposaibihty of * the harmless and innocent 
a,hongines' being guilty of such atrocities. 

"Having been absent from home on the 2nd instant, IwftB 
informed on my return by the shepherd, that a native woman 
had given birth to an infant, and that as the evening was 
cold he had given her some warm tea, but that she did 
not seem to care much about it. Shortly aft^, the other 
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shepherd came and told me that, on his retarn to the 
station vith hia sheep, he heuxl the blacks call out to 
him. On his approadi to their mia mias, he found a 
neir-bom- in&nt, -vhich tiie mother and another woman 
requested him to kill hj dac^iing it against a tree. He 
refused, and told them it vas a very good child and that 
it was m^ng to kill it. They repeated their request. 
Baying it was Tery good to eat. In the morning at day- 
break, I went to their camp in order to ascertain what 
had become of the child and asked to see it. I vas told 
it was dead {plenty golpin) and 'all gone.' I still 
insisted on being told what they had done with it, and 
at length tiiey pointed out a native oven* in the mia 
mia, in which I was told the child was roasting under 
the ashes. I told them it was very bad and that I' 
would send for the pohce. They said it had died of 
itself at the same time imitating the dying wail of an 
infent I repeatedly taxed them with killing it, but 
they still persisted in denying it. At last, however, the 
&ther admitted, 'too much all about piccaninny, no 
good;' and that it would be very good for the other 
piccaninnies to eat. In the course of an hour I returned 
to make furtiier inquiries, as I could not believe that any 
human beings were capable of such barbarity as to 
devour their ofispiing. I therefore again threatened 
them witii punishment unless they showed mo the re- 
mains of the infant, when tliey lifted an old jacket in 

the comer of Gae mia mia, and underneath I found 

"The Terr remembrance of what I saw under the 

* A hole nmk in &a gniiDd, which ia heated with vood-»hea. 
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jacket fills me vith horror, and I ferretitlj praj I maj 
neTer behold the like again. About middaj the natiTes 
came down to the sheep-yardB, serer^ of them baring 
portions of the infant irith them 'which thej were eat- 
ing; when, disgusted and horrified at this further con- 
vincing proof, of which both mj men were witnesses as 
well as myself, I drove them away. Another woman of 
the same tribe, whom I had seen a s^ort time before 
with a ' white chUd* upon being questioned what had 
become of it, said, ' It plenty cry, me plenty waddy it;* 
and I hare been told by another native, that it was 
likewise eaten. To those who object why did I not 
interfere to prevent this atrocious act of cannibalism, I 
will only reply, 'Place yourselves in the bash like myself, 
with a couple of white men, in the midst of perhaps 
thirty or forty savages, and you will see the danger oS. 
attempting to interfere wit^ the customs of a barbarous 
and revengeful people.' 

" I am. Gentlemen, you obedient Servant, 
"Ebhketh Caicpbell. 
" Mount Carmel, Co. Grey. 

"South Australia, August, 10th, 1847." 

On this letter, the Editor of the South Australian 
Register observes, " Our correspondent's details are truly 
revolting, and we candidly admit, that we hare been for 
a long time sceptical, in reference to the existence of 
habitual cannibalism in Australia, allJiou^ we hare 
been assured that the extreme pressure of hanger has 
produced occasional instances. The forcing authen- 
ticated statements of ' horrid facts,' togetlier wit^ the 
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results of sereral inqoiries that we htive receotlj mtida 
Oa the suhject, haTe, howcTer, fully convinced us that 
this reTolting usage Is generally prevalent in the Titiara 
conntij and its Ticinitj. PartieB veil acquainted vith 
that locality, and on whose testimony we can rely, 
assure us that the remains of one meal (consisting of the 
gnawed limbs of immolated infants,) have been carried 
about in the baskets of the labras * as provision for the 
next repast. At Mr. Power's station, near Mount Muir- 
head, there lately was, and still is, we believe, a fat 
lubra, who attracted the horrid gastronomic propensi- 
tities of the blacks so much, that they anxiously endea- 
voured to purchase her, and among other articles of ex- 
change offered two lean lubras for her. In these varioos 
offers they did not conceal the &ct, that the well- 
fovoured lubra was wanted to be made a feast of." 

The above requires no comment; they who know the 
Australian aborigines best universally admit the prac- 
tise of cannibaUsm amongst them, not from necessity but 
out of a horrible fondness for tiie revolting food. The 
complete fiiilnre of all attempts to dvilize the natives 
and reform their habits leaves no hope that the practice 
will be abolished amongst them as long as they continue 
to exist as a race. Moreover, we fear we must say, it is 
fostered, if not promoted, by the protection afforded to 
the aborigines by the British law, which merely takes 
cognisance of offences committed by the aborigines on 
the persons or property of the whites. 

As vrith religion, education in South Australia was, until 

* Blaolc women. 
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a late period, left to the Tolunturj prindple. In the Sefr^ 
sion, hoverer, of the LegiBlatiTe Gooncil for 1847, a BOl 
iraa passed to afford State assistance, although opposed hy 
a nnmber of influential coloDist& As the Bill has not 
been as jet carried into effect, the anthor connders that 
the principlea apon which edacation Till for the fntnre he 
conducted in this colony will be best explained bj ^ving 
the Act of Council in fiiU, as it ia of no great length. 
There being no established rehgion in the Oolony, the 
Edacation Act will be applicable to all creeds. 

" ACT FOR THB ENCOnRAGEMENT OP P0BUC 

EDUCATION. 

*' Be it enacted bj the Goremor of South Australia, 
with the advice and consent of the Legislative Council 
thereof, — 

" That it shall be lawful for the €K>Tenior, from time 
to time, by notice published in the * South Australian 
Goremment Gazette,' to appoint anj number of per- 
sons, not less than three n(ff exceeding fire, to consti- 
tute a Board of Eiducation, which Board, or any three 
members thereof, shall have power, subject to and witii' 
tiie approval of the Governor, by publication in the 
* South Australian Government Gazette,' to make such 
regulations as shall be proper for giving effect to this 
Ordinance, and the same from time to time in like 
manner to vary, alter, and revoke. 

*' II. And be it enacted, that whenever it shall be 
certified to the GoTemor, by the parents or gnardians of 
not less than twenty children, between the respective 
ages of six and sixteen, that they are desirous to place 
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such children nnder the taition of a teacher to be named 
bj them, vith their residences, and a description of the 
place where the school is proposed to be kept ; and it 
shalll also be certified bj at least one Justice of the Peace, 
that he knows the residences of such persons to he aa 
stated hj them, that such teacher is known to him as a 
person of moral habits, and every way fit to undertake 
the care and instruction of children, and that proper 
accommodation has been provided for the said school, it 
shall he lawful for the GoTemor, enibject to anch r^ola* 
tions for the due application thereof aa may be made by 
the OoTemor, to authorize the payment to any teacher 
of a salary at a rate not exceeding twenty pounds per 
annum for the first twenty scholars, and not exceeding 
one pound per annum in addition for every additional 
scholar above twenty attending the school: 'proiided 
that no amount shall, to any one person, be paid in 
Tirtne of this provision, exceeding forty pounds in any 
one year. 

" III. And be it enacted, that whenevffl it shall be made 
to E^pear by testimonials or otherwise to the satisfaction 
of the said Board, tiiat any teacher is by character, 
attainments, and in all other respects qualified for the 
profession of instructing in the higher branches, it shall 
be. lawful fen- the Oovenior, on the report of any three - 
members of the said Board, to authorize tiie issue to such 
t^adier, of a premium at the rate of one ponnd per 
annum for and in respect of every scholar actually 
instructed by snch teacher in the higher branches, over 
and above a salary at the rate of one pound per annum 
for erei; scholar attending his instruction^ of any age 



oy Google 



284 SOUTH AUm-RALU. 

abore bix ^e&rs, and in any branches of edncation, pro- 
vided there be not less than twenty scholars in all so 
attending; and that no such payment shall exceed in the 
whole one hundred pounds per annum, -which shall be 
the maximum amount payable to any teacher under this 
Ordinance. 

" IT. And be it enacted, that erery teacher shall 
keep a book, showing the names and daily attendance of 
the scholars at each such school; and on the last day of 
every month shall prepare a nominal return or list, 
shoving the actual attendance of such scholaiB during 
the month, and the branches in which they have been 
respectiTcly tau^t, which return or list shall be reriSed 
by the declaration of such teacher before some Justice of 
the Peace to be true and correct, and forwarded to the 
Colonial Secretary, before payment shall be made of any 
salary imder this Ordinance : provided always, that no 
scholar shall be deemed to be in regular attendance at 
such school, or taken into account for the purposes of 
reckoning the amount of salaiy, unless such scholar shall 
hare attended at least twenty days in every month for 
which salary is claimed: provided also, t^at a day's 
attendance shall be not less than five hours at tlie school: 
provided also, that all holidays and play-hours approved 
by regulation of the Board, shall be reckoned as at- 
tendance. 

" V. Provided always, and be it enacted, that such pro(^ 
shall be produced to the Governor as he from time to 
time shall require of the sufficient and regular perform- 
ances of the duties, in respect of which such salariea 
shall be respectively issued ; and if it shall appear to the 
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GktTemor that the said dnties have been culpably or 
vU^Ilj neglected, or that there has been aaj Dusconduct 
on the part of the teacher, it shall be lavful for the 
Goremor to urithdraw the salary entirely, or for such 
time aa to him shall seem proper. 

" VI. And be it enacted, that it shall be lavfdl for all 
Her M^esty's Justices of the Peace, and for any other 
persons, being appointed by Her Majesty, or by the 
GoTemor, in the name and on behalf of Her Majesty, as 
riutors or inspectors of any such school, to enter any 
Bach school at all reasonable hours in the day, for the 
purpose of inspecting and examining the state and con- 
dition of the school and the scholars thereat, and of 
making such report thereon to Government as they or 
any of them may deem fit ; and every such teacher 
shall on being desired, exhibit to such justice, viattor, or 
inspector, the books and returns required to be kept by 
this Ordinance, and shall afford all necessary information 
respecting the same. 

" VII. And be it enacted, that all reports made by the 
Board, and by any visitors or inspectors \uider this 
Ordinance, together with full and true statements and 
accounts of all anms of money paid under the authority 
of the same, shall be, by the Governor, laid before the 
Legislative Council, as soon as may be, alter the then 
next assembling thereof. 

** VIII. And be it enacted, that in all schools kept by 
any teacher deriving benefit under this Ordinance, there 
shall be held at least once in every year an oral exami- 
nation of the scholars as to their progress and proficiency, 
irhich eiamiuation the public shall be invited to attend 
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by notace of at least seren days, published by tbe teacher 
in at least one of the newspapers circulating in the cro- 
Tince. 

"IX. And be it enacted, that the word 'guardian' 
shaU be constraed to inclnde any friend baring the 
charge of children ; ' teacher' shall be constraed to in- 
clude Bcboolmaeter and schoolmiatress ; and the term 
'higher branches' to indude the mathematics, classics, 
and Buch other sciences, langaages, and branches of edn- 
catioD, as shall from time to time be declared by regula- 
tion of the Board. 

" X. And be it enacted, that this Ordinance shall com- 
mence and take effect from and after the passing hereof, 
except as to the issue of public moneys, vhich shall 
commence from and after the first day of April next. 
" Feed. H. Robb, Lieutenant-Governor. 
" Passed the Legislative Council this ScTenteenth day of 
August, One thousand eight hundred and forty- 
seren. 

" W. L. 0*HALiiOBAH, Clerk of OounciL* 

The Act in itself is simple, and may be found to work 
well, but still it is another great infringement on the 
Charter under ■which the colony was constituted, anothw 
breach of faith with those who were induced to cast 
their lot in the country, and that by a council in which 
the colonists are completely unrepresented. Alas ! when 
will I^gland learn to treat her colonial children as she 
wishes to be treated herself, and allow them to rule 
themselves in local matters 1 

The gorenunent of the colony of South Australia ia 
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entrusted to a Lieatenant-GoTernoT, who administerB 
mid^ the direction and control of l^e Oolonial Office in 
England. The present acting GoTemor is Major Fre- 
deridL Holt Robe, bat his snccMsor has been appointed 
in the perBon of Sir Henry Young, vho has proceeded to 
take posaeseion oi his appointment. The Goremor fi}r 
the time being is assisted hj an Ezecntire Oonncil, 
composed of tiie Oolonial Becretuj, AdTocate-General. 
and Snrrejor-GeneraL There is also a LegislatiTO 
Oonndl, who have the pover to adopt British h.vB or 
frame others for the goTemment of the colony ; all acta 
of this body have to be approved, in the first instance, 
by the Goremor, and finally by Her Majesty, vho poB- 
Besses a poTer of veto. The LegiElative Oonncil is 
composed entirely of Orovn nominees, seven in nunber, 
exclusiTe of his Excellency the GoTemor, who presides ; 
three of these are officials, vie., the Colonial Secretary, 
AdTocate-General, and Registrar-General, —-the remaining 
foor are private indiridnals, chosen by the GJoremment 
from amongst the colonists, -who, however, have no voice 
in their election. The Governor posBeBses the power of 
suspending any Member of Council or Government 
officer, no matter what his rank may be : the Jndge is 
not even protected against the exercise of this power, — 
bot there lies an appeal to the Colonial Office at home. 
Tliere are in South Australia all Hie r^olar departments 
necessary to conduct the government of an independent 
colony, viz.. Secretary's, Treasurer's, Auditor's, Customs', 
Public Works', Post-Office, Surveyor's, Crown Lands', 
Colonial Store-keeper's, Medical, Harbour, Police, and 
AbtaigiiW Departments. 
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The Jndidal establishment consists of a Keadent 
Judge, one gentleman as AdTocate-Chineral and Crom 
Solicitor, a Regiatrar-General, and Sheriff, and Keaident 
Ma^strate, who has the pover of adjudicating on all 
minor actions for debt. Besides the abore, there are 
tro Stipendiary Magistrates, exclosire of the one at 
Adelaide ; one at the Morraj Birer, and one at a station 
called Mooninde ; a Gforemment Resident at Port Im- 
coh, and many minor officers. There are a considerable 
number of gentlemen in the Commission of the Peace for 
the colony, vho receive no emolument, bat materially 
aid in the transaction of pahlic business. The lavs of 
the colony differ in no respect materially &om those of 
Great Britain, if the non-existence of a Grand Jury be 
excepted. The duty performed by this body in England, 
as far as criminal business is concerned, is transacted in 
the colony by the Advocate-General for the time being. 

The Customs' Duties, firom Thich the major part c^ 
the regular revenue of the colony is derived are veiy 
moderate, as vrill be perceived &om the follo'wing rates, 
leviable on the principal articles of ocHumerce :~-Tea, 
2d. per lb. ; raw sugar, 2s. per cwt ; refined sugar, is. 
per cwt. ; coffee, is. per art. ; rice. Is. €d. per cwt ; 
beer, cider, and perry, draught, 3d. per gallon, bottled 
do., id. per gallon. 

Spirits, the prodace or manufacture of Hie United 
Kingdom, or any British possession, 8g. per proof gallon; 
foreign spiiits, 12^. per gallon; wines, 15 per cent ad 
valorem: dgars, 68. per lb.; manufactured tobacco and 
snuff, 2s. per lb. ; unmanufactured tobacco. Is. 6d. per 
lb. All other merchandize of British growth or i 



izecy Google 



SOCIBTT OF THE COLOKT. 289 

factore, 5 per cent, ad valorem. All other merchandize 
of foreign growth or manufactiire, 10 per cent, ad 
valorem. Live stock, bottles imported fall, buUion and 
coin, seeds, bolba, and plants, and tobacco-stalks and 
stems, are free of all dnty. 

Port Adelaide enjojs the advantage of being a free port, 
vhich DO donbt before long must attract the visits of many 
foreign whalers who pnrsne their avocations in the Sonth 
Seas, as provisions are so extremely cheap and of the 
best quality. At the port there is a steam tug which 
will afford its assistance, at a moderate chai^, to any 
vessel requiring it. The tug belongs to the Government 
of the colony. From the exceedingly light dnties levi- 
able on imported articles, it may be reasonably assumed 
that all the requisites of living will continue to be 
extremely cheap in Sonth Australia, more especially tea, 
sugar, and coffee. On tobacco and spirits the heaviest 
duties are leviable, bat tobacco grown in the colony is 
free, as are also home-made wines, which are now being 
manu&ctored from the grape to a considerable extent, 
and of excellent quality. 

In the constitution of its society. South Australia has 
been especially favoured; among her original colonists 
ntsn a lai^ number of men previously occupying mrat 
respectable positions in England — men of intellect, 
talent, and perseverance ; and even her emigrants were 
originally chosen with a care seldom exercised in the 
case of other colonies. Among the agricultural class 
are a considerable body of Germans, who, driven from 
their native country by religious feeling, have sought at 
Uie antipodes a resting-place and a home where, under 

TOL. II. U 
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the protection asd laws of Great Britain, they maj 
-worship their Maker after their own ideas. Temperate, 
honest, industrious, peraerering, and subniissiTe, the 
Germanfi haye prored of great serrice to the colony, and 
are found especially valuable from their knowledge of the 
ooltiTation of the Tine, and other plants unknown to the 
' agricultural classes of England. Fond of combinatioB 
and ooUectire exertion, the Qennans, assembled around 
and mider the jurisdiction of belored pastors, haT9 
formed particular locations of their own, and the benefit 
of the system is obserrable in the high cultivation of 
their lands, and their generally improved condition. 
Superior in education and general knowledge to the poor 
of this country, the Germans in South Australia have by 
their unvarying good conduct made themselves respected 
and regarded by the settlers, who generally pref^ them 
to any other labourers. But in the latter condition they 
seldom continue long; the high wages payable in the 
colony soon enable them to establish themselves on their 
own account^ as they are a saring race, and find in 
music, in which many of them are proficients, the amnse- 
ment and relaxation which the British emigrant labourer 
unfortunately too often seeks at the public-house. . 

Notwithstanding that South Australia abuts on New 
South Wales, yet the settled and convict portion of that 
colony is removed to such a vast distance, that compara- 
tively few persena who hare been convicts have crossed 
to this colony. They have generally engaged themselves 
as stockmen or shepherds to the different overland parties 
who penetrated through the interior, and they form sndi 
a small proportion of the entire population, that t^ey 
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have little, if &ny, bad efil^t on eocietj. No doabt, ia»ii7 
old liberated cosTicta hare been introduced into the 
colonj bj sea, but jet these, again coming amongst a 
free and moral population, generally endearour to iinfc 
their former character in a nevlj-acquired one of honesty, 
probity, and industry; they lose the swagger, the bold 
coarse front, and drunken habits, general in Nev South 
Wales, and seek to identify themselves vith tboee around 
them ; but the indelible stamp that years of punishment, 
Buffering, and crime, has marked upon their oountenanoe, 
remains impressed there, and the bronzed, parched, oia^ 
worn face, tells for cTer of former guilt, of ehain-gangs, 
and of penal settlements. 

In Adelaide itself and its ricinity, where agriculture 
is carried on, there is much good society to be met with; 
ladies — bright, fair, educated, and accomplished, and 
gentlemen who would not suffer by a coinparisos with 
any other colonists in the world. In the country dis- 
tricts, where pastoral pursuits are the chief occupatioa> 
the stations are generally too far apart for much society; 
the inhabitants lead the lires of squatters with their 
serrants, already described in the first Tolume of this 
work; with this improvement^ that in SouUi Australia 
the ' female sex are more frequently [oesent at these 
plaoee, the adult females of South Australia bearing a 
larger proportion to ihe males than in any other of the 
Australian colonies. At the mines the large wages 
earned by the men generally promote intoxication, and 
indeed all over the colony there are to be found not a 
few thirsty souls, from whom the public-houses derire a 
IT 2 
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considerable reTeaue,tlie trade of a Ucensed rictoaller being 
one of the most profitable occupations in the colonj. 

Adelaide boasts of a theatre, at which considerable 
audiences frequently assemble, and endeaTonr to find as 
mach amusement in the performances of third class pro- 
fessionals as they would in the best display at Dnuy 
Lane or Covent Garden. A saTings' bant for the lower 
classes has lately been established at the capital, and 
there ia a public subscription library supported by the 
more respectable inhabitants. There are three or four 
lodges of fireemasons, half a dozen of the oddfellows, and 
an abstinence society. Heretofore the voluntary system 
for the support of religion has preTented the bitter acri- 
mony and party religious feeling which prevail in the 
other Australian colonies; and it is much to be desired 
that the same good feeling and forbearance will continae, 
even if State support be afforded to the different religious 
denominations. This, however, must chiefiy rest with 
the clergy; and it ia well for the colony that at the 
head of the two creeds of the Church of England and 
Romanism there are two such urbane and educated men 
as the present Protestant and Roman Catholic bishops of 
Adelaide. The latter, irom having been many years in 
Sydney, most have experienced largely the evils resulting 
from the religious animosities prevalent in New South 
Wales ; and being an enlightened gentleman, it is to be 
hoped and expected that he will profit by his eiperience, 
and prevent by every means in his power those differ^ 
ences which mainly tend to retard the advancement of a 
colony, and diffuse discomfort and discord, where all 
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Bhonld be anion for the general vel&re and the adranoe- 
ment of their adopted land. 

There axe four newspapers publiahed in Adelaide, tvo 
of them twice a week, the others weekly ; the eldest of 
them is the South Anstrahan Register, of which the first 
number was pablished in London before the colony was 
settled in 1836, and the second at a very early period 
after that erent A great part of the sales of landed 
property, stock, and goods, effected at Adelaide being by 
aactioD, the papers exhibit a fair share of advertisements ; 
but, from the small population of the colony, there is 
little news to be found in their columns, unless when 
some arrival from En^nd affords matter for them. 
The sameness of life in a limited community yields few 
exciting topics of discussion, and in default of these, it is 
much to he regretted that the South Australian papers, 
following the example of their contemporaries in the 
other colonies, indulge in personal attacks and scurrility, 
{fisgracefd to themselves, and- offensive to the more 
respectable of the population. Instead of being occupied 
with amusing or instructive information, the South Aus^ 
tralian papers edify their readers with abuse of one 
another, and discussions on personal matters. In conse- 
quence, actions for libel are numerous ; so much so, that 
in an Adelaide paper of June, 1847, there are to be . 
found reported no less than four actions of this sort. 
Rival editoni, it may readily be suppled, ftimish fre- 
quent employment for the gentlemen of the law. 

At the present time, only eleven years after its founda- 
tion. South Australia presents itself to the world as the 
most prosperous colony attached to the British Grown, in 
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proportion to the eztent of its poptilation. In the . year 
1846, vhen the gross exports amounted to £287,059j 
they bore a proportion of more than tvelve pounds per 
head for everj inhabitant of the colony, and at the samd 
time the imports exhibited a ratio of very nearly thirteea 
pounds sterling for each colonist, child and adult. In th9 
same year, the exports of vheat and barley vere in ralue 
£13,528; flour and biscuit, £14,410 5^., thus exhibiting 
an extraordinary proportion of agricultural produce 
amongst a community, so many of whom are engaged in 
pastoral pursuits and mining operations. But large as 
frere the exports and imports of 1846, they bid fair to 
be greatly exceeded by those of 1847, the exports foi* 
the first quarter of 1847 alone, amoimting to upwards of 
£130,000 in Taiue. This exbaordinary rate of increase 
is not merely owing to the doTelopment of the mineral 
wealth of the country; — ^the land is largely cuItiTated by 
the colonists. Thefe hare been litUe short of 400,000 
acres purchased from the Crown since the foundation of 
the Colony, and there are nearly double that number 
Burreyed ready for sale. According to the latest informa- 
tion there would appear to be abont 90,000 acres of 
enclosed land, of which 26,131 acres were under wheat, 
1,100 under gardens and yineyards, and 3,489 acres of 
barley, 1,963 of oats, 593 of potatoes, and 109 of 
maize or Indian com ; and what is particularly gratify- 
ing is the fact that, notwithstanding this extensive culti- 
vation has taken place in the face of extremely hi^ 
wages, the ridue of wheat and all kinds of grain con- 
tinues moderate. This is chiefly owing to the large 
numbtt of middle-class farmers, men who till their own 
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soil vith their otd bands and the aid afforded bj their 
&miliea. In the early part of 1847, out of the small 
population of the Colony, there were no less than 1,714 
land proprietors in fee in Sontb Australia, and of these 
the majority were of the -working classes. Unquestioh- 
ably, this is eminently satisfactory ; a yeoman popida- 
tion, sach aa is to be met with in the Eastern States of 
America, forms the strength and pover of a new country, 
and South Australia is in the high road to acqture sucL 
The small parcels in which land is sold by the OrowQ 
materially promotes the establishment of sm^ culti- 
Tators, placing it within the power of etery working 
man to become a landed proprietor, when by tbe ex- 
ercise of cffdinary prudence he has acquired a Bm&ll 
capital. 

Advantageously situated for a trade with the Mauritius, 
South Australia has commenced exporting thither con- 
siderable quantities of grain, salt meat« and some few 
bead of lire stock ; no doubt ^lia commerce will ulti- 
mately expand into importance. 

One great adrantage to the farming class of South 
Australia lies in the employment afforded them at all 
seasons, whetf otherwise unengaged, in carting ores from 
tiie mines to the seaport. In the year 1846, the amount 
[Mud for cartage by the Burra; Burra Mine alone, exceeded 
£30,000, and as the produce of this mine is largely 
increasing, and numerous others are being opened, it 
would be difficult to calculate the amount that will b^ 
annually distributed ' for carriage amongst the Sontb 
AnMralum fanners. Already tiie mine-ovnors hare 
Ibnnd it impossible to procure in the colony sufficient 
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carriage, bo that they have resorted to the expedient of 
advertising in the neighbouring colonies, in order to 
induce persons to proceed to South Anstralia and 
become carriers. Eminentlj and especially the conntry 
best calculated for the labouring emigrant. South Australia 
also presents other adrantages of the hi^est considera- 
tion to many. To the capitalist, an extensive field is 
opened by the mineral Tealth of this colony, in vliich 
he may reap a golden harvest, as is proved beyond 
doubt by the retnms of the Borra Bnrra, Kapnnda, and 
other mines. As yet very little can by possibility be 
knovn of the mineral vealth of this vast country, for be 
it remembered, that not till 1845 vere the first copper 
mines opened, and in the space of tvro years they have 
been found to surpass in produce any others in the 
'world. Of late, the colonists have turned their attention 
to the extremely rich iron ore vrith which the country 
abounds, and a smelting fbmace has been erected in the 
Uount Barker district, the fuel used being vrood. The 
great \rant of the colony, as regards minerals, is coal; 
none has as yet been discovered, although it is more 
than probable that it will be, for it is met vrlth in all 
the other Australian colonies, and there are various loc^ 
indications of its existence; but even if it be wanting, 
the vast forests of the country are capable of affording 
fiiel, in abundance, for many a year to come. In the 
absence of coal, they have already at some of the mines 
begun to smelt by means of charcoal the smaller ores, 
vrhich it is found unprofitable to ship to England. But, 
besides mining, capitalists would find a profitable sotvoe 
of mvestment in sheep and catd^ both of vrMdi are 
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yetj prolific, and in general business emplojmente, they 
wonld be well repaid. The usual rate of interest for 
money advanced on secoritj of land or houses, is ten 
per cent., and vhen it ib coneridered hov extremely chet^ 
all kinds of prorisions are, the absence of taxation, snch 
as oppresses all daases at home, and the small sum for 
which a colonist may acquire a comfortable homestead. 
South AuHtralia presents advantages that cannot be 
surpassed, even supposing the capitalifit to confine Mm^ 
sdf to lending his money at interest. There are in 
England nnmeroos families possessed of a small com- 
petence, but vhose increasing family causes much cue 
and anxiety as to the future ; to this class, the author 
Toold emphatically say, " Transfer yoiirselres to South 
Australia; you will there obtain thiee^times the interest 
for your money that you can get in England, and you 
.irill be able to live at less than half the cost, vhilst to 
the younger branches of your litmiliea, many eources of 
profitable employment vill be opened, for there is no 
sach ezcessire competition as exists at home." In South 
Australia there is no Established Church, no ezclusiTe 
system of education ; there, all are at liberty to worship 
God after their own mode, and are equally entitled to 
receive pecuniary assistance from the State. To profes- 
sional men or persons of education without capital. South 
Australia presents no field, unless to such as are ready to 
exchange the pen for the shepherd's crook or implements 
of agricoltoral industry; there are in the colony already 
too many persons of this class, and so depredated are 
their services, that a labouring man is frequently in 
receipt of better wages than a derk, although the latter 
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htm to maintftin a respectable appearance. In fine, the 
anthor can (Jonscientiouiily reconunend the Oolonj of 
South AoBtralia to many of those irho linger on at home 
fifom year to year oppreaeed with t&iation and compe- 
tition; if in bosinesB, and a prey to anxiety if poaseseed 
of a limited independent- income, sufficient to meet their 
ffwn wants, but unable to provide for their increasing 
fiunilies. 

Assuredly, the prospects of South Australia are bright j 
she' poBflessra -within herself aU the great elements of 
wealth, which she only requires population and represen- 
tatire institutions to deTelope; and let us hope that 
these will be afibrded to her, so as to encourage and 
propel the increasing prosperity of one of the most 
raluable colonies of Which Great Britain can boast. 
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It is impossible, at the preseat time, to ascertain vith 
certainty by whom the western shores of Australia were 
first Tisited. The French claim the merit on behalf of 
De Gonneville, a navigator who ia asserted to hare 
visited the coast in 1504. The Spanish, Dutch, and 
EngUsh also lay claims to its first discovery; but, at 
this distance of time, it is impossible to say who really 
were the first viutants of the Western land of Terra 
Austral-Asia. This, however, is certain, that in or 
about 1620, the Dutch ship "Lewin," outward bound 
from Holland to Batavia, made the land of Australia, in 
latitude 31° 19', longitude 115" 6' east; and from this 
vessel the cape first seen was called Cape I^ewin, which 
name it still retains, being the south-west extremity of 
the mainland of New Holland. The western coos^ 
although nearest to the eastern seas, and even to Europe 
yet was not eo early explored as the eastern shores. 
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In 1627, hoTerer, the Datcli ship "Guide Zeepard'* 
made the southern shores of New Holland, and is said 
to have coasted along for many hnndred miles. 

At different periods, variotis navigators visited the 
south-vest coast; but hj none does it seem to hare 
been explored, until Captain Sterling, in H.M.'a ^p 
"Success," partiiJly did so in 1827. The reports 
published by this officer turned public attention to the 
foundation of a colony on the western coast of Australia; 
and a company of gentlemen, at the head of whom vas 
Mr. Thomas Peel — a brother of the ex-premier — was 
established for the purpose. From some cause this 
project was not carried into effect ; but the QoTemment, 
in the same year, issued a project of colonization, vhich 
they hoped would prove auc«»aftil without uiy monotary 
aid ft'om the Executive. 

The system of colonization adopted was novel, but ' 
nnqnestionably politic. Oranta of land were bestowed 
upon aU immigrants, in proportion to the capital thej 
could prove that they possessed, on arrival or afterwards, 
in the proportion of forty acres of land, free of all quit- 
rent, for every three pounds sterling of capital. 

To those who introduced labour, a grant of land was 
afforded of 200 acres for every adult landed in the 
colony; and aU persons, male and female, above ten 
years of age, were considered as adults. Smaller grants 
were afforded to persons introducing at their expense 
individuals under the age stated: for children under six 
yean of age, forty acres of land were allowed; above 
that, but under nine years, eighty acres ; and from nine 
to ten, one hnndred and twenty acres. 
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Certain reaerrations vera, howeTer, made; titles to 
the land vera not to be granted until the aettler proved 
the expenditiiro of at least Is. 6d. fer acre on improve- 
ments, or stock to depasture the soil 

To act 49 an additional inoentive to the oultiration of 
the soil, the Executive had the power of levj^ng, after a 
lapse of three jeare, a small tax on all lands granted to 
settlers, vhich remained miimproved or nnoceupied bj 
itock. If this fine or penalty had not the desired effect, 
at the end of ten years the Orovra had the power of 
resuming all neglected grants. 

On the foundation of the colony, Ur. Peel reoeived a 
free grant of 250,000 aorea, on engaging to take out 
400 emigrants ; bat not confining himself to this number 
he became entitled, in right of the population introduced 
at his expense, to a total of half a million of acres. 
Captain Sterling, who survejed the shores of the colonj, 
vras appointed Governor, and received a free grant of 
100,000 acres. 

The advantageous terms offered to settlers had the 
effect of causing man; hundred colonists to be assembled 
OQ the banks of the Swan and Canning rivers, before the 
close of 1830, But the hardships that were undergone 
by these enterprising people, were, to say the truth, in 
the first instance extreme. 

The ^ecutive affording no monetary assistance, the 
inhabitants were completrfy thrown on their own re- 
Bonrces, or on those of the persons at whose expense they 
had been oonveyed thither. For the first three years, 
the crops raised were insdgaificant, and dependence had 
almost entirely to be placed on imported, supplies. These 
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the population had not the means of procuring: the 
onus VBS thus thrown on Hr. Peel, who expended large 
soma for the purpose; but the land first occupied proTed 
barren, and disappointments, discontent, and insubordi- 
nation prerailed. Many of the inhabitants were reduced 
to li^e on such shell-fish, aea-weed, or roots, as thejcoold 
find, imd their sufferings were reiy great. 

The interior, howeTer, was after a short lapse of time 
explored ; eztensive plains, and some fertile r^ejs were 
discovered, and the hopes of the settlers began to rerire. 
Bat the first few years so completely sickened Mr. Peel 
of his scheme of colonization, that he ultimately aban- 
diHied the place, and left those he had introduced, to do 
the best they could on their own account 

Captain Sterling, in his capacity of Ctovemor, held fast 
by the settlement; and notwithstanding ite early difScul- 
ties, its progress on the road to prosperity has been gradual 
and healthful, if not so rapid as that of the setttcments 
on the southern and eastern shores of New Holland. 
The colony has had, it may be stated, little or no aid 
from the Executive; and the small number of its popu- 
lation at this moment may be accounted for by the fact, 
that it has possessed no funds wherewith to encourage 
immigration into it. 

Shortly after QoremoT Sterling took possession of 
Western Australia in the name of the British Crown, a 
small settlement that had been effected at King George's 
Sound in 1826, by a party of troops and convicts from 
Sydney, was made over to him, and evacuated by its 
former possesBors, it being within the boundaty of West- 
em Australia, as defined by the Colonial Office. Western 
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Anstralia, as a coloaj, iucliules all that land between the 
28tb and 35th parallels of south latitude, and the 115th 
and 119th degrees of east longitude. 

Perth and Freemantle, both on the banks of the Swan 
RiTer, are the two principal townships. Perth is inland 
about ten miles, and on the banks of the riTer, whilst 
Freemantle lies close to the sea. The soil around the 
latter is sandy, and rather barren, and its vicinity to the 
sea idone is the chief cause of its not being eracuated, 
and its population transferring themsehes to more fertile 
parts of the iiTer. 

Besides these there are other towns — Guilford, York, 
Augusta, and Albany. Augusta ia situated at Flinders 
Bay, on the BiTer Blackwood, but its population is rery 
limited, the settlement consisting of only a few houses; 
yet its situation is very good, lying close to Oape Lewin, 
tiie soQth-westeru extremity of the mainland. It is, 
howerer, to the eastward of that promontory, and there- 
fore to leeward of it, if bound to the westward or 
northward, the prevailing winds being &om the south- 
west Albany ia the chief settlement at King George's 
Sound. 

On different parts of the coast there are safe harbours, 
but particularly at Cockbum Sound, near the Swan. 
The rise and iall of the tide here are extraordinary, being 
no less in spring tides than from thirty to forty feet. 
Along the coast are numerous minor creeks or inlets, into 
which small streams irom a mountain range that traTeraes 
the entire colony, disembogue themselTes. 

This range is named the Darling Mountains, which 
Tun nearly north and south, at Tarious distances of from 

VOL. 1!. X 
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tilirt/ to sixty or aerenty miles from 1^6 sea. The mean 
height of the range is about fourteen hundred feet, bat 
seTeral points attain an altitude of three thousand feet 
and upvards; theae hoverer are, in general, isolated 
peaks. These ranges are chiefij of granite or sandaton^ 
interspersed here and there vith ironstone. 

Between the Darling Moontains and the sea, there are 
man J open plains, apparently irell suited for stock; towards 
tike sea, howeTer, the land is low and in many places swampy;. 
but yet hills of slight eleTation are found well suited for 
cultivation, aa is also much of the soil on the banks of 
the various streams, when the ground is at a fair elsra- 
tion aboTe the leyel of the water, in the yicinity. 

Within the last few years, there have been some Tcry. 
fine tracts of country explored in the neighbourhood of 
King Geo^s Sound, offering a rsst extent of pasture to 
flocks and herds, and much land also fit for the plou^ 

The land near the coast where lagoons do not exist, 
ia chiefly light and sandy; but It loses this character 
more inland, where there is much good soiL Across the 
Darling Mountains, there are extensive plains and open 
forests; but not much is known of that part of the 
country, as the wants of the colonists, and the increase 
of their flocks and herds, have not, as yet, induced them 
to occupy any large portiona of it They have confined 
themselves to the land nearer the coast For some 
years it was observed, that the sheep and cattle in the 
Swan River District, were subject to a peculiar diaeas^ 
which, in moat instances, proved &tal in a very short 
tima lliia was attributed to many causes; but it haa 
not been until the last five years that l^e true cause has 
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been dwcorered, in a poisonous plant, which grows in 
some particular places; indeed, it has been found in mwiy 
parts of Western Australia, but more especially in the 
Ticinity of the Darling range. Thia poisonoufl plant has 
proTed most injurious to the intereits of the colony, by 
checking the increase of stock; but it is said not to be 
generally known in the Ticinity of King Geoige's Sound. 

The climate of Western Australia is extremely pure 
and dry, and completely exempt from the extremely hot 
-winds prevalent in New South Wales; this is eatdly 
accounted for by the situation of this district, and tiie 
fact of easterly winds, which would cross the interior of 
New Holland, and the sandy deserts, supposed to 
occasion the hot winds, being of rare occnireoce. 
Northerly winds inclining to the east, do howerer 
bring down wii^ them at times a sol^ parching 
breath, which, as long as it continnes, is oppressire, 
but they last generally only a few honrs, and the cool 
sea breeze of the afternoon soon dispels all traces of i^ 
and renoTates the frame of man. 

The prevailing winds are from the" south-weat and 
north-west ; during at least nine months in the year, it 
seldom, if ever, blows fiwm any other direction. The 
months of June, July, and August, are the months when 
easterly and northerly winds occur, but with intervals 
of the prevalent westerly breezes. 

Althou^ situated within ten degrees of the tropic, 

yet the heat is very seldom great, tempered as it is 

during the summer months by the westerly winds, which 

traverse thousands of miles of the Soutiiem and Indian 

z 2 
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Ocean, before they are vafted over the ehores of Western 
Australia. 

The near approach of the sun in the sammer months 
of Decemher, January, February, and March, producea a 
constant evaporation, vhich renders the air extremely pure, 
but is Tery destructive to all kinds of tender fruit trees, 
plants, and shrubs. But yet, assuaged by westerly 
vinds, the heat is never felt to be excessive; and do 
matter how warm the day may be, the nights are always 
cool and refreshing. The thermometer shows a mean 
temperature of from 60° to 70°; it sometimes reaches 
100° in the hottest part of summer, but that is very 
rare; it seldom exceeds 80° to 85". 

Bat little rain falls in the summer months ; a shower 
then is a very rare occurrence, but there are heavy dews 
at night. June, July, Aiigost, and September, are the 
winter months. The rains occur at interrais during 
these months with great violence, accompanied with 
thunder and strong gales of wind ; daring the winter the 
abrogate fiUl of rain is very large, but there are interrais 
of fine weather, which often last for a week. 

Slight frosts occur at times during the winter months, 
bat an hour's sun disperses all evidence of them; snow 
is as much a stranger to Western AustnUia, aa it is to 
most other parts of New Holland. 

On the whole, experience has proved the climate of 
this colony to be very healthy, and favourable to the long 
duration of life. Pulmonary complaints, and bronchial 
affections, asthma, &c, are unknown; and even persons 
arriving in the colony with such complaints, have been 
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kooTD completelj to recorer. The dry atmoeiphere is 
fayonrable in all diseases of the chest. 

Aldioagh founded but serenteeD years, the first three 
of which were employed in surmounting the difficulties 
of settlement, yet the produce of the colony 'with such a 
Bmall population, evinces a rapid progress towards pros- 
perity, although it is not comparable to the other 
Australian colonies. The first introduction of sheep and 
cattle took place from the Cape of Good Hope and New 
South Wales. In 1836, the total number of sheep and 
cattle in Western Australia was, cattle 829, sheep 8,528, 
horses 216. Since then, the increase has been very 
considerable; and there are at present not less than 
150,000 sheep, and 20,000 head of cattle, scattered 
OTer Western Australia. 

Wool, therefore, forma the chief item in the produce of 
the colony. Oil comes next; and this is collected at the 
various whaling and sealing stations, which exist along 
the coast Whalebone, and then live stock, agricultural 
produce, &c., are to be reckoned in their turn. . 

In 1834, the exports of the colony, chiefly at that 
period oil and whalebone, only amounted in -value to 
£1,020; in 1835, they were £1,740; in 1837, they 
UDOunted to £6,096, whilst the imports were £45,401. 
During the previous years the imports had been still larger, 
gener^y exceeding annually £50,000 in value. This, of 
course, was caused by the influx of settlers in the early 
days of the colony, and the necessity that existed of 
importing, in the first place, the greater part of the food 
they consumed, and then providing stock to depasture 
the lands of the district. 
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Halioganj and satio-wood exe common in TariooB 
parts ofWestem Auatralia; therearemanj otherdeflcrip- 
tions of farnitnre-woodfl, and timber for ship-boilding 
exists in abondanoe. The exports for iho jeara 1845 
and 1646, were in ralne, as folloTs: 





1845. 


1846. 




To Great 
Britain. 


Coloniee. 


To Great 
Britain. 


Colonies. 




£ 


£ 


1. 


£. 


£ B. 


Bark . . 


100 






112 


27 


Bnttar . 




S 







... 


Cattle, Sheep, ano 












HorsM. 




687 







830 


Fniita and Herba 




5 









Gum 








'" 6 




Hides sDd Skins 




86 







136 15 


Natttral Cnrioeitiee 








"*S5 




Oil . 


3,250 


165 


10 


1,265 


l,eS6 15 


Onioiw . 




40 







67 10 


Oata and other grain 




123 





... 




Potatoes . 




892 





... 


487 16 


Sandalwood . 




40 







300 


Salt Fiah . 




273 







76 


Sfainfflee . 










16 


Charcoal . 












Timber . 








'" 5 


250 


Trenails . 








8 


3 


Tallow . 




12 







10 


Whalebone . 


"iso 


33 





"874 


323 


Wool . , 


7,218 


37 


19 


10,600 


2,762 19 


Sundries . 


85 


25 





... 


112 


Totals . 


11,434 


1,924 


9 


12,814 


7,288 15 


Grand total eiporti 


£18, 


35S 9t. 


£20,2 


02 15«. 



The importfl of Western Australia have considerably 
decreased Trithin the last tvelTO years, a &ot vhioh. 
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vhen ve look at the mcrease of e:^rt8, di^la;f8 pro- 
sperity and progress. 

In 1834 the imports amounted, in round numbers, to 
£50,000 ; in 1844 thej had decreased to £36,440 ; in 
1845, thej exhibited a further decrease, being £20,350, 
vhilflt in 1846 thej increased, shoving an amount of 
£25,959 As. 'id., but still exhibiting, in 1846, an excess 
of imports orer exports to the amount of £5,736 99. 
This difference, the coioniats tell us, is much more than 
met bj an annual Oommissariat and Parhamentary ex- 
penditure, -mQi that of some Misaionaiy Societies, ex- 
ceeding in amoont £20,000; so that, in fact, after do- 
ducting the suiplua of imports, £14,000 would appear 
to have gone to increase the wealth of the Colony in the 
year 1846. The exports of sandal-wood were very large 
in 1847. 

The population of Western Austraha being so smtdl, 
yet requiring all the organization of a regular and effi- 
cient govemment, legislatire and executive, it is not 
surprising that its roTenue cannot as yet defray its entire 
expenditure, and that an annual grant for that purpose 
is Toted by Parliament. The Colony is, therefore, at 
present far from a self-sapporting one, bat vith its rapid 
increase of exports and its internal property, it only 
requires an accession of population to become so. 

The present official or executive expenditm*, irre- 
q)ectiTe of the Commissariat, is about £9,000 per annum 
in salaries and contingencies. The estimates for the year 
1846 were £7,930, and the expenditure £7,966 53. Id. 
The estimated rerenne for 1846 was £8,070, and the 
actual amount receired £8,453 5a. id. The estimated 
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revenne for the year 1847, was stated in July by the 
Governor, Lieutenant-Colonel F. 0. Irwin, to be about 
£9,221 188. 2d., and the probable expenditure vas 
made exactly to balance with that sum. 

The price of labour in Western Anatralia varies much; 
there is little employment for mechanics or artisans : fidd- 
labonrers, shepherds, and operatives of the like kind, 
receive from £l5 to £20 per annum; but the rates of 
wages are increasing, for many of late have left for the 
more wealthy colonies to the eastward. 

The following is the retail price current in the Oohmy, 
extracted from the " Perth Inquirer^ for July, 1847. 





RETAIL PRICBS. 




ABTICLEa OP COLOHIAL PboDDCB AMD 


Export. 


Bmoo per lb. . 


It. 


Bmk . 








per ten 




B.tUy . 








per bushel. 


7s. 


Biscuit . 








perowt. 




Bran . 








per lb. . 


Id. 


Bn»d . 








per S-lb loef. 


Si. 


Briok. . 








per 1000 . 


fltOs. 


Batter, freah . 








per lb. . 


2s. 


salted 








de. . . 


H. 4A to li. td. 


Cheese . 








de. . 


li.id. 


Egg. . . 








per dos. . 


UOd 


Plour, fine 








per lb. . 


2d. to 2ii 


seeonds 








de. 




Oum , 








perewt. . 


flSs. 


Hams . 








per lb. . 
per ton 


Is. 

fl. 


Hides . 








encb. 


«s 


Utd . . 








per lb. . 


Is. 
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Latbs . 
Milk . 
Oi],blMk 



PBICa Of COLOBliVL PBODUCB. 



, per 1000 
. perqtiftTt 



PolU^d . 
Potetoea 
Sandal-vood . 
Shinglee 
Timber, bouda 
^^— souitling 
TrenailB 

wbcAt . 

Wool . 



Bullooks, woikiDfT 



-fftt 



Cows . 
ShMp, ewes . 

■ ewe lunbe 
wethora 
Ooata . 
Pigs . 
Hones . 
Ponies ■ 



Hnttam 

Lamb 

Beef 

Veal 

Pork 

SanngeB 

Fowls 

Dncks 

Geese 

Tnrkeys 



. per lb. 
. per owl. 
..per ton 
. .per lOOO 
. per 100 ft. 
.do. . 
. per lOOO 
. .perboskel 
. per lb. 



. do. 



. do. . 

. do. . 
.■do. . 
. per lb. 



. each. 
. do. . 



But^itr'a Meal, &c, 
. per lb. 

. do. . 
. do. . 
. do. . 
. do. . 
. per pur 



. do. 



. each. 



1^. 

91. 

£7. 

16<. to 18*. 

10*. to 121. 

10<. to 12«. 

£2 LOt. 

7«. 

lOrf. 



r to £10. 
1 to £10. 
.« to £9. 
*. to 8«. 

St. 
>«. to 15*. 
!«. to6(. 

12 to £30. 
;2 to £5. 



W.to W. 
4rf. to5rf. 



8d. 



7«. to8«. 
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Al« 

— bottled . 
Bags, 8-biuliel 
Blae . 
Cuidlea, w&x 

■ moaUb 

dips . 

Cheese . 
Cigars, Hanilla 
Coals . 
Coffee . 
Copper nails . 
Cordage, English 
„ ■« 

■ — Hanilla 
ConantB 
DealB,8x3 . 
Ginger , 

Olne . 
Onnjwwder, fine 

bUstin 
Hams, Yorkeluie 
Herrings, ted 
Hops 

Iron, b&r, usorted . 
Lead, sheet . 
Molasses 
Mustard 
Kails, amortad 

shingle 

Oil, Unseed 

- salad 
Fei^er . 



a Abticlbb. 

. per. hhd. 

. per doz 

eaoh 

per ib. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

per bolt 

per 1000 
per ton 
per lb. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do, 
perfect 
per lb. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

per k^ 

per lb. 

do. 
per ton 
perib 

do. 

do. 

do. 
per gallon 
per pt botUe 
. perjb. 



ei. to 71. 10s. (m.) 

13«. to 14*. (so.) 

b. to3f. 

2s. 

3t.ed. 
ued. 
Bd. 



Is. 6d. 
none 

Si 
2t. 
Id. 
lOd. 

U.3d. 

lOd. 



1*. 6d. (aoam 
none 
none 
2f . ed. 
2idto3d. 
none 

ed. 

2i. to 2t. ed. 
ed. to 7d. 
(scarce) 

8». 

2i.ed. 

6d. 
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KoUiH. pinto. 




qurto 


mtfb 




Porter 




bottUd 


B^.., 


Oh» 


Ri<:o 




Rem 




sw 




8>lt 
S»p 





per hurel. 
.per hfad. , 
per doc. . 
peril). . 
. do. 
do. 
do. 
per bubet 
per lb. 



%t.6d. 
nene 
fii.t()T^10i.(8o««e) 

I3«.tOl4«.(0CUO6) 

ad. 

3d. to 6d. 

ed. 



Bnmd; 
Geneva . 

■ in l^loEen 

Hum, 25 0. P. 
Staroh . 



Sogar, moiflt . 
'■- ■ refined 
Tar 

Tea, black . 
— gnea 
Tobacco, in bond 
Turpentine . 
Vinegar 



. per oaae 
. per gallon 



. per barrel 
. per lb. 



. do. 
. per gallon 



ITi; to 18*. 

15s. to ie#. 

30i. to 32t. 



la, to It. 2d. 
2t. ed. to 3». 



U. 9d. (warce) 



Cape 



Champagne 
Claret 
Madeira 
bottled 



per <p. cask 
. per gallon , 
. per doien . 
. do. 
. per pipe . 
, per dozen . 

per qr. oaak 
. per gallon. 
.per pipe . 



71. 
1t.9d. 
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Port,botUed . . 


. .per doEBti 


. 35*. 


6heR7 . . . 


per qr.-cuk 


8/. 10«. 


bolUed . 


. -per doien 


20». to 30*. 


Teneriffe 


per qr. cask 


6i. ■ 


n 


. per gallon 


e». 


Wool-bagging 


- • p^yarf 


fid. 


Woolpacke . . 


.. . eaoh 


s». 



The principal' excisable articles axe BpiritE^ vines, tea, 
coffee, and sugar; the aggre^te ^moiint of these im- 
ported in 1846 was £6,663 ; an ad valorem duty of a 
moderate compatation is imposed On all manufactored 
and moat other goods. 

The gorenmi&nt in this Colony, lilce tKat of most 
other British possessions,' b conducted by a GoTemor 
appointed at home, aided by Ezecutire and Legislatire 
Councils appointed by tiie Crown. The- latter body, the 
Governor being president, have the power to make laws 
for the Colony, which are subject to the approbation of 
the Sovereign. In consequence of the absence of con- 
victs, with which most of the other Auatralitm Colonies 
are afflicted, the chief labour of the le^slative body has 
not been in framing laws, but in adopting English Acts 
of Parliament; tiie law is, therefore, v^y similar to 
what it is in Great Britain. 

One Jadge performs all judicial duties, both civil and' 
criminal ; an Advocate-Genertd performs the offices of 
Attorney, Solicitor-General, and Crown Prosecutor ; he 
also privately practises in the dvil courts ; the iiinctions 
of a Grand Jury are besides entrusted to him, such a 
body not existing in the Colony. 

The other chief executive officers are a Colonial Sec- 
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retaij, Soireyor-Geaeral, Sheriff, and Bereral Police 
MagistratFes, one for eacli district; the number of the 
latter is seven or eight, and these magistrates dispose of 
the greater part of the minor offences, vith the aid of 
unpaid Justices of the Peac^ appointed bj the GoTemor 
from amongst the most respectable of the settlers. 

The ezecutire defrays the expense of a Colonial Ohap- 
lain of the Established Church ; besides this Rer. C^n- 
tleman the Church Missionary Society have in the 
Colony several zealous gentlemen employed in their 
mioistTy, both amongst the white population and the 
aborigines ; they have particularly applied themselves to 
the attempt of inducing the latter to adopt the habits 
and employments of their vhite brethren, bat the en- 
deavour has not as yet met with mudi success. 

The Wesleyans and Roman Catholics also hare 
ministers of their respective creeds ; and, on the whole, 
both religion and education seem well attended to in 
this young community. 

Although so limited in nnmber, the Western Austra- 
lians can boast of no less than three newspapers, ezda- 
sive of the Government Gazette. These are conducted 
with energy and ability, particularly the "Perth In- 
quirer," whose editor is not only a scholar and a gen- 
tleman, but also an able and zealous advocate for hia 
adopted land. 

It certainly does seem strange, that in this young 
colony there should actually exist one paper for every 
Uiousand inhabitants, including all ages ; but the Uct 
speaks well for the character of the people — for their 
desire for inffHiiwtioa and Qnrst t^ter knowledge. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

TBB ABOBIOINat— POPOLATION— aiTCATION— WHALIXa AND SSAIIHS 
^-HABITS AND MODK OF LITZ — KIKBRAU — ANIMAU — PBOOBISB 
AND PBOflFBCtS. 

LiEE aU other racea discovered on the mainland of 
New Holland, the ahorigines of Western Anatralia are 
a migratory race ; dvelling for no period of time at an j 
one place, and constmcting only the most rude and 
simple erections, to shelter them from the heavy devs 
of summer and the severe rains of the winter nights. 
The number of the aborigines of Western Aostralia 
is not great, perhaps in the whole not exceeding 4,000 ; 
yet they are more numerous in proportion to the extent 
of country they inhabit than in any other settled part 
of New Holland. This, in some measure, may be ac- 
counted for by the fact that game, fish, seals, and other 
necessaries for the support of savage life, are more 
plentiful than in other explored parts of the country. 

Sunk in the lowest depths of ignorance and super- 
stition, a settled conviction prevails that there b no 
such tiling as a natural death; and all loss of life from 
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natural or otJier causes is considered to be occaaioiied 
by some enemy of the deceased, by magic, or by dark 
incantations or spdls. They also beliere in many deitiea; 
bat the eril one presiding otot the night, of vhom they 
have an indistinct and undefined, yet a ririd impression, 
is the one most dreaded. 

The dead are generally committed to the flames, if 
of the male sex and adnlts; but vhen they are women 
or children, the bodies are merely suspended amongst 
the branches of a tree, out of reach of the "Tanagils," 
or natire dogs; but sometimes this slight attention is 
not eren paid to the deceased wife; — the corpse is left 
where the spirit has passed away, to afford a meal M 
the wild dogs, as soon as the tribe racate the enctunp- 
ment. 

Acute and intelligent, the aborigines display mnoh 
ahrewdness in their dealings with the whites ; they ara; 
at times, induced to remain months, and evea years, 
at some of the settlers' stations, but drilized life ifl 
iuTariahly cast off at some time or the other, and thtrjr 
return to the boundless woods and wandering Tagr&nt 
habits of their race. Amongst tiie sealing and whaling 
stations on the coast, many are to be foond taking it 
busy part in the proceedings at these places, pulling A 
willing oar, in the chase, or felling timber wherewith to 
tiy out the oil 

Although many collisions hare taken place between 
the aborigines and the whites, yet they hare not been 
attended with that sweeping and rapid extermination 
of the race that has been effected in other parts of 
Anstralia. Oatrages hare been perpetrated upon the 
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pereonB and property of the whites, yet they hare 
not been arenged by that wild and ruthless barbarity 
■which would sacrifice scores of imperfecUy armed and 
comparatively defenceless children of nature to the 
foanes of one white man. 

Although, however, few fall mider the hands of the 
Thite settlers, the diseases introduced by the new 
ccnners, aided by the custom of infanticide and the 
constimt state of hostility in which the tribes exist, 
are gradually thinning their nombers; and, in all pro- 
bability, before the lapse of half a centuiy, they will 
be spoken of as a people that have been, and whose 
existence is only recorded in the page of history. The 
Western Australian Missionary Society have laboured 
. Eealoasly for their redemption and civilization, but " the 
seed has been sown in barren soil, and will bring fort^ 
no fruit." 

The admixture of the white and black races does not 
present a hope for these children of the wilds; for when 
an aboriginal woman brings forth a child, begotten by 
a white father, it is invariably sacrificed by her male 
relatives. Woman is sunk to the lowest state of d^ra- 
dation amongst these people; the offices most menial 
and of the greatest drudgery are performed by her, 
the only reward being the scofis and blows of her lord 
and master, who flings to her the remnant of his meal, 
Then repletion has done its work npon his besotted 
senses. Nor can any efforts of the missionaries induce 
^e warriors to look upon their helpmates in any other 
light than as slaves ; the very mode of acquiring these 
▼ires tends to this feeling; as without the ezisteuce 
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of any prerioos feeling of affection, the alxmgiiial war- 
rior, -when in want of a wife, provla in the neighbourhood 
of some other tribe until he detects some wandering 
indindoal of the weaker sei, whom — ^whether wife, maid, 
or widow — he immediately drags off to his own tribe, 
where he at once installs her in his miamia, or miserable 
sabstitate for a habitation, which is constricted in the 
same way as those of all the other Australian aborigines 
— with bark or a few bou^s of trees. 

Somewhat different in appearance, and rather more 
intelligent than the aboriginal population of the eastern 
coast, the natire race of Western Australia seem des- 
tined by ProTidence to act iJie part merely of pioneers 
to the first civilized people who hare inhabited uid 
settled the rast re^ons of New Hollimd. As they pass 
away, they leave behind them not a vestige that will 
exist beyond a few fleeting years; even the principal 
native ftTtimula, associated by nature with them, are 
vanishing more rapidly than themselves from &6 fuoa 
of the land. 

But as they have been passing from creation, they 
have performed theur allotted task; and the fires of 
ike dark child of the forest have cleared the soil, the 
hills, and the valleys of much of the superabundant 
Bcmb and timber that covered the countiy, and pre- 
srated a bar to its occupation. Now, prepared by the 
hands of the lowest race in the scale of homanity that 
is known to exists the soil of these extensive regions 
is ready to receive the virgin impressions of dvilized 
man. No tombs, nor temples, nor palaces, nor shrinee^ 
exist to tdl of the past; the history of the land remains 

VOL. II. Y 



izecy Google 



833 WBSTXKN ACffI!BALU. 

to be written in the future, vhen natioiui of the An^o- 
Sozon race people the woods and Talleys of Anstntlia, 
and with their enterpriae and energy corer the land with 
eridences of their greatness. 

The increaae of the white population has been ex- 
tremely alow, in comparison with other Australian colonies. 
Neither transportation nor a land fund has lent its aid to 
increase the number of inhabitants. One thousand, at 
least, of the original settlers were brought to the colony 
at the expense of Mr. Thomas Feel and his friends, who 
hare derired up to the present time little adrantage from 
the outlay. 

Sinoe its first settlement the colony has possessed a 
fairer proportion of the sexes than ia general in new 
countries; and this has conaider^ty promoted the 
morality of the place. 

No part of New Holland is better situated for trade 
and commerce, than Western Australia. Embracing the 
entire south-west comer of the continent, it lies in the 
direct track, of ressels bound to the southern and eastern 
eoloni^ New Zealand, and the islands of the Pacifio. 
' When steam communication is established, as it imme- 
diately will be, between Sn^land and her Austzalian 
possessions, vid India, it is more than probable, that 
King George's Sound will become a grand central dep6t 
for the Tessels engaged in the trade, as it is the most 
central point for them. 

The situation of this country is adraQtageouB for sup- 
plying the Mauritius or Isle of France, not only with 
wheat and other grain, but with lire stock and fish, which 
are in great demand there, and bring a high price; tiie 
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fiflh being cured at and imported from the Oape of CK>od 
Hope at present, and the lire stock brought from Mada- 
gascar or the eastern coast of A&ica, near the Mosam- 
biqae Channel 

Western Australia ia also well situated for a trade 
vith India and China, and in sandal-wood the colonists 
possess an article in great demand in China, and a source 
of a profitable trade; thej receive in return tea, &c. 
Three weeks' sail nearer to England than New South 
Wales, this circumstance maj be considered as aa adran- 
tage bj manj emigrants. 

The shores of Western Australia are at certain seasons 
resorted to bj large numbers of whales to calre, and the 
numerous bays along the coast offer sites for stations, 
where during the season whaling majr be carried on 
with a few boats; and at other times the men would 
find employment in sealing, large bodies of aeala of the 
fur kind being found on the coasts of Uie many email 
islands. 

At present there are fire or six whaling stations, the 
duef of which is on the southern coast, not far from 
King George's Sound. This station is the property of a 
Ur. Skerratt, and within the last five yean this enters 
prising colonist has built several small Tessels of colonial 
timber at the Bay, to which the proprietor has giTen the 
Diune of Torfaay: the Teasels were between one and two 
hundred tons each, suitable for the coasting trade. The 
eereral whaling stations have been prosperous, and have 
paid theur proprietors well; but for want of means, none 
ftre on a large scale; the most extenare not manning 
five boats. ... 

T 2 
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The habits and mode of life of the great part of the 
settlers of Western Australia, are trul^ primitive; thej 
consist in Bending their flocks and herds on the grassj 
downs, or amongst the lightly-timbered forests at the 
feet of the Darling Range. The population are much 
scattered, thinlj studding the explored country, whererer 
good Trater and a fertile soil induce them to fix the site 
of their abode. 

On the banks of the Swan are several neat and well- 
cultivated farms, particularly io the neighbourhood of 
Perth, which at present possesses about eight hundred 
inhabitants. 

For a great part of the year, the settlers are, as it 
were, isolated from the rest of the world ; the arrival or 
departure of vessels from ot for home are periods of 
interest and excitement in the joung colony; tm odd 
vessel from India or the Eastern colonies occasionally 
breaks in on the quiet of the scene, and afibrds a topic of 
conversation for at least a mouth to the population, more 
than half of whom are in the vicinity of the banks of 
the Swan, at the mouth of which is the anchorage fw 
vessels, which is rather open and exposed, a heavy swell 
rolling in at times. Twelve months have often elapsed 
without any communication with the other Australian 
colonies; the route always being by sea; and for nine 
months in the year the prevailing winds being westerly, 
ships coming from the east have long passages. 

The vast extent of country between Swan Biver and 
the eastern settlements of Australia, has hitherto remained 
unexplored; but since Governor Fitzroy has been at the 
head of affairs in New South Wales, he has matoial^ 
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promoted internal discoveries. At the present time there 
is an expedition on the road across the central part of Nev 
Holland, for the purpose of exploring the conntrj, and 
opening a route. The task is certainly a Herculean 
one, and the greatest as yet undertaken In Australia. 
The expedition is under the direction of Dr. Leichardt, 
a persevering and hardj traveller. It left Sydney in the 
early part of the year 1847, and the Western Aostralians 
vould be anxiously looking out for its arrival, about the 
month of September. Its success is, hovever, question- 
able; but great hopes are entertained from the vrell' 
known ability and perseverance of its conductor*. 

The mineral wealth of the colony has been very im- 
perfectly explored — in fact, hardly so at all. Coal has, 
however, been found, but not made available, the colonists 
not requiring it Ohromate of lead has also been dis- 
covered, and specimens of copper ore have been brought 
partsfrom the northern part of the colony. As in all other 
of AuBtralia, variouB descriptions of iron ore exist in 
abundance, but none of the minerals have been worked, 
nor are they likely to be, for years, without a consider- 
able accession of population. 

The animid world is very limited, and similar to that 
of New South Wales or South Australia. The kangaroo 
is the largest animal, and affords a chief part of the 
sustenance of the aboriginea, who are particularly expert 
in surprising and killing it. Opossums, kangaroo rats, 
tnans, native cats — diminutive black and white creatures 
— are very abundant The birds are both numerous and 

* Since the above was written, Dr. Leichardt bu returned to 
^jrdney nneneoesBfal in hie expedition. 
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beantiinl, yet straiige to e&j, there is not one atnongst 
them that gives forth a mafdcal note ; the cry or Bcream 
of all is discordant in the exlrrane. Parrots are innn- 
merabte, and their plumage most brilliant ; cockatoos, 
both of the black and white species, are equally nu- 
merous ; and a fev specimens of the rare bird of Para- 
dise, hare been shot in the raises inland. Black svansi 
irild ducks, and other vater-fovl are in abundance ; and 
during certain seasons, myriads of mutton birds, or in 
ormtiioiogy proc^iaria JuKgmosa, resort to the numerous 
small islands off the southern coast. 

Originallj settled in 1829, the progress of Western 
Australia has but badly kept pace vith the rapid strides 
of the other Australian colonies, on their road to wealth 
and prosperity. Whilst they hare offered unexampled 
instances of development, this colony has crept slowly and 
^adually along. Yet, perhaps, not one of them was 
founded with brighter hopes, and under more powerful 
promoters, than Western Australia. Mr. Thomas Peel 
had both rast Ministerial influence and weidth, to bring 
to the aid of his scheme of colonisation. Captain Sterling, 
now Sir James, was an active and intelligent man; deeply 
interested in the colony, both on account of his private 
interests which were involved, and the fact of the repre- 
sentations respecting it which he had made, and which 
in a great measure determined its original settlement. 
. But the foundation, although gcwd in many parti- 
culars, was rotten in some of the main parts. The site 
of the first settlement, near the mouth of the Swan, was 
ill chosen ; the land was sandy and barren, ill repaying 
the first exertions of the settlers, who, in consequence. 
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{)ecam6 disBatiBfied vith their coDdition, and insu- 
bordinate. 

The eyea of the people of England had been anxiously 
turned on Mr. Peel's project of colonisation. The scheme 
on vhich it vm based tfbs a good one, and nombera who 
did not vish to share in the hardships of a first settle- 
ment, were only waiting the lapse of a year or two, to 
take adrantage of the liberal terms offered by the 
OoTemment, to obtain land. But alas I the account^ 
complaints, and descriptions that arrived from the eet^ 
tlement, soon put to flight all such idea^ ; and secured 
for Western AoBtralia such a thoroughly bad name, that 
she yet labours under the effect of it, emigrants being 
deterred from proceeding thither. This, and this alone, 
has been the chief cause of the slow progress of the 
colony. 

We repeat. Western Australia presents many advan- 
tages to emigrants. The decreased distance from Eng- 
land, the salubrity of its climate, its advantageous posi- 
tion for commeroe, its nearness to the fine market of the 
Mauritins, and its exemption as &r as is yet known, 
from long continued drou^ts, — these are, or should be, 
incentives to enterprise. Water also is plentiful; and 
the land, although in most places light, yet in others is 
capable of bearing t^e richest crops for years to come, 
without the application of manure. 

Minerals, the commodities most conducive to the 
prosperity of a country, are also known to exist ; and — 
one great and powerful recommendation — the colony is 
pure — free from the foul leprosy of felony, stamped 
upon so many other portions of New Holland. 
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Yet, opprcBsed with, early ill success, Western Aos- 
tralia, shut out — as it were in a nook — &om the rest of 
Australia, is acarcelj spoken of; jet the result of an 
open overland route, will be, to draw attention to the 
colony, to cause its rast lands and mineral resources to 
be explored, and with steam navigation to aid, before 
the lapse of half a century, the hills and valleys of this 
country will be covered with a population, British in 
enterprise, connexion, and feeling — another great fomily 
of the Anglo-Saxon race. 
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EMIGRATION AND OOLONIZATION. 

REHARSS UPON BHIORATIOM AS OOltDVCTBD AT PBEBBHT, AMD 
MODBfl SrOGBBTBD BY WHICU IT MAT BE BXTBNBITELY FBO- 
MOTED. 

Althouqh Great Britiun is jnstlj entitled to the dis- 
tuDCtioD of being the great colonising nation of modem 
times, jet, she owes this diaracter to individual enter- 
prise. and the enetgj and persererance of her sons; not 
to the visdom of her statesmen or any great national 
exertion. In the latter respect, ho^ Spain and France 
have been mnch before her, and the success in coloniza- 
tion of these two conntiies most hare been commensu- 
satelj great and lasting had the materials thej vronght 
with been as sonnd and staunch. But the general cha- 
racter of the Sptmiard and Frenchman is not favourable 
to the formation of good colonists; and if thej do 
prosper and take permanent root in new connlzies, it is 
always more or less in connexion with others of a different 
mental temperament and disposition. 

Spain colonised her vast South American possessions 
after a manner which most, eten in the present daj, 
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extort applause and admiration. She did not confine 
herself to peopling those lands 'with execatire officer^ 
soldiers, and the lover classes of her children. She 
transferred to tiie shores of Mexico, Peru, Ohili, and 
even to the still more distant spice islands — Manilla — 
CTerj element of her sodal system, from the proud and 
nohle hidalgo doim to the lowest menial 

France in this particular followed the example of her 
neighbour, and some of the best blood of the old rigi/me 
Sows in the veins of the landed proprietary of Lower 
Canada. 

With respect to Great Britain this is not at all the 
case ; the emigrants that leave her shores for the pur- 
pose of becoming colonists are either driven to take this 
step in consequence of their inability to make oat a live- 
lihood at hom^ or for the purpose of following mercan' 
tile pursaita. We seldom or never hear of a man of 
hu^ property transferring himself and his dependants 
to uiy of Great Britain's colonies. We never learn that 
a landed proprietor in fingland has disposed of his 
broad acres, with the intent of purchasiDg large tracts in 
new countries; emigration and colonization are in this 
country almost exclusively confined to the absolutely 
needy, or the mtm of moderate means, whose increasing 
family or small capital, holds out the prospect of but a 
sorry future for him at home. 

It was somewhat different in thd days of Elisabeth, of 
the first Charles, and the Protector. Religions perse- 
cution and civil warfare were then rife in I^gUuid, and 
drove many of rank and station to tiie British poMessions 
in North America. Virginia, Pennsylvania, aod leveral 



izecy Google 



iS AT FBSaSNT OOHBTrCTES. 33C 

ef the seaboard statm of tiie Union, vera tben first colo' 
nised by men, whom political persecation or rdigiotut 
zeal had driTen from their native land. 

Bnt these oaoses hare long since ceased to operate as 
indacements to emigrate from England; political opinions 
no loDger subject those vho hold them to the block or 
the prison; and religions zeal may be indulged without 
any obnoxious interdict or sarage persecution. 

The higher and middle ranks of society in Qreat 
Britun are at present ill disposed to emigration; yet, at 
no period was it so necessary for their own benefit and 
the interosta of their children. The C^remment also 
seem little inclined to promote such a coarse, and if any 
exertion is made, it is merely one of momentary expe- 
diency — to transport some few thousand starring Irish 
or industrious British poor to a place where their com- 
pltdnts will cease to be heard. 

The colonies, adrandug in wealth, and only requiring 
labour to develop their resources, are either handed over 
to the tender mercies of land-jobbing companies, or a 
sop is thrown to them, to stay their clamour; there is no 
system, no continuous scheme; all is done by fits and 
starts. No exertion is made by good representative 
Government in the colonies, and permanent land regular 
tions, to induce the emigration of the upper classes of 
society. Even the able-bodied poor linger in Union 
Workhouses, Uieir labour unrequired at home, whilst 
millions of acres, in dmost every quarter of the globed 
are possessed by Britain, whither they might be trans^ 
ferred, mHi benefit to themselves and manifold adran* 
ti^^ to the ooun^ of Uieir ifitth. . - . . 
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Yet, abftndoned to their ovn resonrcea, tens of thou- 
sands of the lover classes annually seek a home bejond 
the ocean vaters. The greater portion of these proceed 
either to the British North American possessions, or to 
tiie United States. XJndet bad r^ulataons; irithoiit 
system, control, or careM auperiDteDdence, they cross 
the vide Atlantic, crammed into the holds of ill-found, 
iU-rentilated ships. Their &te is a fearful one: disease 
and death orershadov them, and beneath the deep blue 
Tares, they find a premature grare, or vith debilitated 
constitutions they are landed in America, to die at 
quarantine stations, or gradoally to sink beneath the 
severities of a prolonged and rigorons winter. 

It is calculated that upvards of oue hundred thousand 
emigrants left the ports of Great Britain and Ireland 
for the British North American possessions alone, during 
the spring, summer, and autumn of 1847. There being 
fev r^olar packet ships irading to those colonies, these 
emigrants chiefly embarked in ships chartered for the 
purpose, by passenger agents, or in Teasels proceeding 
out for cargoes of timber. 

It is notoriously the fact, that few ships are put into 
the North American timber trade, until they are past 
use for any other pnipos^ many of them being barely 
seaworthy. 

The great majority of the timber ships hare been cnigi- 
oally built for cargo Tessels, so their accommodation for pas- 
sengers is merely what the hold affords, or more properiy 
speaking, the false deck over the lower bold. Light and 
air are, in bad weather, alike excluded, and in fine weather 
the supply is but scanty; yet, down in the depths and 
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lecesses of these sbips, hundreds of human beings are 
huddled together, vithout diatinction ' of age, sex, or 
eoaditiott. In the Uaj of 1647, the author had occasion 
to proceed on bosinesa to Gorlc, and there met Tith ihe 
captain of a ship vhom he had known well abroad. 
This person had been to sea for many years as a Com- 
mander, and the ship of which he was Captain was then 
tying at Cove, taking in emigrants. She was an old 
Liretpool Teasel of about six hundred tons meaaUremeat, 
and for the last two or three years had been employed 
in the Quebec timber trade, being too leaky for any 
other. She had been chartered by the agent of a large 
landholder in the south of Ireland, to t^e out a number 
of the tenantry, of whom he was anxious to get rid. She 
waa to hare five hundred pounds for the tiip out, the 
landlOTd putting on board the necessary provisionE^ and 
sending out a person in her to distribute them. This 
sum included the expense of laying a temporary false 
deck, and fitting up berths ; the ship baring no deck but 
her upper one. For this amount, there was put on board 
the utmost number of emignoits the law allows, which, 
including children, amounted to about fire hundred souls, 
and with this human freight she sailed for her destina- 
tion — Quebec, without even the services of a surgeon 
being provided for the unfortunate wretches. 

The result may be readily foreseen : before she had 
been out a week from her port of departure, in the close, 
crowded, and poisonous atmoaphere of the dark hold, 
fever was engendered and disseminated, and for the fire 
remainipg weeks, till she entered the St Lawrence and 
landed her sick at Gros Island, not a day passed that 
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many were not consigned to a watery graTe. All the 
ezertioiiB of Captain and crew v&e unaralling to staj 
the pestilence; the oloseneBs of the berths, the open 
planking of the temporary deck — between the vide yiaata 
of Trhich, all kinds of matter collected— bade defiance to 
their efforts, to -which some eren fell victims, and death 
did its fatal work rapidly. 

Either at sea, or after they had been landed at the 
Quarantine Station, rather more than one-third of the 
paasengera died, and the greater part of the remainder 
were so enfeebled by long sickness and impure air, as to 
leave small hopes of their surriTing the severe winter of 
Canada; more espedally as few had the means of pro- 
viding themselves during that time with even the nece»* 
Banes of life. But scattered over the back-woods and 
forests of these r^ons, those unfortunates will drop and 
pass away one by one, with none to tell of their sufferings 
hod hold up their &te to the administration of Great 
Britain, as a reason for adopting system, superviBion, and 
care, over those who seek her colonies. 

If another and yet more appidling example of the 
present mode in which emigration is conducted were 
required, it is to be found in tiie case of the Avon, which 
was brou^t into Uiramichi in a disabled state — indeed, 
little better than a wreck. 

This unfortunate vessel was not only badly ventilated, 
bnt it was without a surgeon. From the first she had 
met with bad weather, which aggravated all her disad- 
vantages, and so injured the ship, as to cause her to 
proceed but slowly towards her destination. Fever broke 
out and spread with fearful rapidity;- to follow or trace 
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H in ita coone vcrald be needless ; first the pa^aengen and 
tliQD the crer died avay, till there vere not enoogh left 
to aid the dck and btuy the dead. 

And then, from a pasBenger emigrant Teuel, she 
became a demon ship; the fremj of vorse than maniaoi 
dfflcended on her nnhappy people; and the liring re* 
fiued to part vith the dead, and either clasped the 
putrefying corpBes in their arms, or Beving them up in 
beds and enclosing them in boxes, insisted on retaining 
them. The food of the liring vas no longer cooked, bat 
devoured rav, and the Captain and cfbt vera r&* 
fused admission to the bold. And then such a scene 
enaued, as the most fearful pictures of Ood'a vengeance^ 
exemplified in the plague in days long gone by, could 
scarcely parallel 

Brireu to desperation, the Captain and those that 
remained of his crev, by force of anus, fought their way 
to the hold and disposaeased the living of the dead. The 
limbs dropping asunder and parting in the grasp, Ae 
avful relics of mortality vere dravn forth from thrar 
hiding-places and consigned to the deep. Yet, still did 
tiie angel of death hover around tiie devoted ship. The 
emigrants still continued to die, uid one by one, the 
sailors passed avay, till none vere left to work the ship. 
The Captain, one of his officers, and tvo or three others 
attached to the vessel, alone remained to do duty ; even 
these were faat sinking. In vain did the Commander, 
Vith his livid tuid skeleton hands, out vith an axe large 
pieces out of the decks to admit air and light, foi;getting 
at the moinent the inevitable destruction of the vessel in 
case of bad veather, from &ia cause. 
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At length the fated ship reached the shores of 
America, and vith some difficulty obtained the aid of a 
steamer vhich toved her into her destined port; hot 
m(»re than one-half her human freight had perished, and 
manj, rery many more vonld shortly follov their 
comrades. 

Thus it is that Great Britain colonises — thns she 
abandons thousands of her children to their own igno- 
rance and folly, and the grasping of passenger-agents 
and ship-ovners, vho create " demon ships" on the vide 
TRters of the Atlantic, in order to satisfy titeir copidityi 
by crovding unsuitable vessels with the utmost number 
of passengers the lav allows. This should be amended; 
and all ships carrying passengers be forced to take a 
surgeon. To occasional and prirate, as veil as QoTem* 
ment emigration ships, donld an extended system of 
saperrision and r^nlation be applied, and any discovered 
dfi&nlt severely punished. In short, the lives of emi- 
grants should be preserved, irrespective of the cost <x 
difficnlty. He asks not mnch who asks this. 

"When so many thousands of the lover classes leave 
Great Britain annually, subject to the present mode of 
nuigration, hov many more vould do so, if a sonnd and 
healthy system vere adopted and enforced by Government. 
Not only is the great mass of emigrants at present sub- 
jected to extreme perils and privation on their passage 
but on arriving in their adopted land, their means of 
employment and future livelihood axe quite a matter of 



There are not nov in Canada those extensive puUic 
vorks to empby emigrants that there vere some years 
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since ; their ' main dependance is on being liired, and 
when the labour-market ia orerstocted, this chance is but 
a poor one. How much better would it be, if the 
emigrant, on leaving home for a colony, were ensored 
remoneratiTe employment for a certain time. This 
could be effected, bj largely promoting the emigration of 
the upper and middle classes. 

It is always injurious and hurtful to the prospects of 
a colony, to flood it with labour one year and send none 
to it the next. The supply should never exceed the 
demand, otherwise an injory instead of a benefit is the 
resalt ; a&d the probable healthy demand should always 
be first ascertained from facte, not from mere report 
Of late yeu^ this has been stron^y exemplified in several 
signal instances. Five years since, there was such a 
superfluity of labour in New South Wales, that the 
greatest distress prevailed; at that period in both the 
States and in Canada, it was qoite the reverse ; hands 
were not to be had, and wages were extremely high. 
Now the picture is changed; the most exorbitant wages 
are paid in New South Wales and the Australian 
Oolonies, whilst thousands in Canada and the States are 
unable to procure a day's work, and are on the verge of 
BtarvatioQ in a land of plenty. 

All this tends still further to show the want of system 
in emigration from Clreat Britain, and how much it is 
required. Periiaps the utmost, at a fair computation, 
that the great British Colonies of Australia, Southern 
Africa, and North America, could annually absorb in 
their present state, would little exceed 100,000 persons; 
bat if an emigration of the middle and upper classes 

VOL. II. z 
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Tere auQaltaneouBly carried out, tluB might be pro- 
digiously extended, without prejudice to the laboor- 
markets of the coloniea. 

By the promotion of firee representatiTO bodies in tha 
colonies, and by means of Waste Orovn Lands, the 
Author considers that this system of joint emigration 
might be promoted. The Writer would first of all 
suggest, that the GoTOmment of the colonies and the 
administration of the waste lands should be placed on a 
permanent basis, and consequently not hable to be dis- 
turbed according to the policy of each new Secretary of 
State; this would give that confidence which is now so 
much wanting ; for all interested in the colonies feel that 
their property is constantly subject to fluctuation, accord- 
ing to the acts of the Secretary for the Ooloniea for tiie 
time being. 

Security and stability once given to colonial property, 
this question would neit arise. How are we to promote 
the emigration of all classes by means of the waste 
lands 1 

At present, the Land Fund of the Australian Oolo- 
nies is chiefly devoted to the purposes of emigratioD ; the 
waste lands being first sold on the spot, and the pro- 
ceeds applied under the authority of Her Majesty's Co- 
lonization and Emigration Commissioners. 

This plan the Author would propose to amend, by 
disposing of waste lands in England as well as in the 
Colonies. This oonld be done by the purchaser deposit- 
ing at h(»Qe the standard price per acre, to the extent 
he mi^t require. A certiflc&te should be then handed 
to him of this deposit, and notice forwarded to the par- 
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ticnlar colony. These certificates should entitle the 
holder, according to the priority of his issue, to a ohoice 
of the unsold waste lands in the Colony, he being obliged 
to make his selection vithin a reasonable and stated 
period. When the choice had been made, poBsession 
oag^t at once to be giren ; and even if the ground vere 
UDSuireyed, a temporary occupation might be permitted, 
the surrey being at the earliest opportunity completed. 
One of the chief causes of the failure of colonitntiou in 
New Zealand, arose from the setUers being kept so l<H>g 
without possession of their lands. 

Mines and their prodoce, tad Uie complete fee of all 
waste lands, should be surrendered witibout reserration 
to the purchaser. 

A certain portion of the purchase-money, in propor- 
tion to its amount and the extent of family, should be 
allowed the depositor to de&ay the cost of their passage. 
He should also be entitled to have the coQTeyanoe free 
of charge of such agricultond, pastoral, and other ser- 
Tanta as should be approved of by agents appointed by 
the O-ovemment, to an extent equal to three-fourths of 
the money deposited, oollectirely with the amount 
allowed himself and fiunily. This course wootd ensure 
much better servuits and labourers than the plan now 
pursued. Each depositor should be allowed to make 
any agreement he might think fit with these servants, 
provided that the term should not exceed two years ; 
bnt the master should be bound, for that period, to sup- 
port or find employment for the persons engaged. It 
wonld then be the interest of all parties taking out 
servants, to ascertain their Buitability, character, and 
z 2 
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honesty. At present, under the loose plan eziating, 
scores of mechanics, from -whose laboor employers will 
dwive no benefit in the Colony, pass themselves off as 
laboorers, shepherds, kc., and their sisters or relatives as 
vires, and thus obtun a &ee passage, bj these means 
defrauding the " Land Fond." The extent of the free 
passages afforded is, hoTover, at present limited, and they 
are either to New South Wales, Australia Felix, South 
Australia, or the Oape of Good Hope. The remaining 
foorth of the amount deposited should go to form a fund 
in the Colony, of which the eiecutiTe should have the 
administration for the formation of roads, bridges, and 
other necessary public worls. 

The fact of having their passage defrayed, and that of 
their Benrauts also paid out of the purchase-money of 
their lands, would act as a strong incentive to all persons 
of the middle and upper classes to emigrate to British 
Colonies. 

The fullest and most correct description should be 
^ven by the agents of the Government to all intending 
emigrants, of the quality, situation, extent, advantage 
and disadvantages of the Colony whither they might 
purpose going. The tmth in all these matters should be 
carefiilly observed, and no highly coloured or fictitious 
descriptions held forth ; this is impoiiant as regards not 
only the emigrant but the Colony, for both would ulti- 
mately suffer from misrepresentation. 

One great bar against the emigration of the upper 
classes at present, is the want of religious and educa- 
tional provision in many of the colonies. If a large 
number of the professors of one creed would unite at 
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home for the purpose, tiiej might be permitted to take 
-with them a clergTmaD of their own choice. The num- 
ber to be entitled to this piirilege might, in the first 
instance, be three hundred, masters and servants in- 
clnded ; and the chosen minister should, on his arrival 
in the colony, become entitled to a salary of £lOO per 
anntun, and a small grant of land free, for the site of a 
church and dwelhng-hoiise. When the congregation of 
the pastor increased to fire hundred, he should be en- 
titled to an augmentation of salary, say to £150 per 
annum, and so on. The erection of suitable churdtes 
mif^t be left entirely to the people, except, of course, 
as regards the grant of land. 

Education should be promoted by a grant fix)m the 
Executive Department of the Colony, of a certain sum 
per scholar for public schools, provided always that the 
parent or guardian paid not less than a similar amount. 

There is no question, that if the foregoing suggestions 
were carried into effect, many private individuals would 
be found, who would become the purchasers of such an 
extent of Waste Grown Lands, as would enable them to 
establish separate communities with all these advantages. 
This would naturally lead to local centralization, which 
is desirable in a moral and religious point of view ; but 
no compulsory means should be used to force it, for dis? 
pertton in the first instance is, in many countries, the 
molt healthy mode of producing ultimate centralization. 
It 16 a bad plan first to build and people a town, and 
theti only to bestow attention upon tillage, and the advan- 
tages of pasture and agriculture : Adelaide, in its early 
days, was a striking proof of this. 
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In the choice of land, pTtrchasers shotild be assisted 
hy the Oolonial EzecatiTo Officers on the spot, and the 
adrautage of a plentiful supplj of vater shoold, if pos- 
sible, be ensured, and a health j situation recommended. 

The present price of Grown Land raries in different 
colonies; in Canada and Neir Bmnsrick it maj be 
obtained as lov as is. per acre, and from that prioa 
npvards, according to situation and soil. 

Much of the Boil of New Brunswick and Canada 
(Upper,) is in the hands of large land-jobbing companies, 
who sell on ^n^t at increased prices ; the old grantees 
of James and Charles's time also, in the persons of their 
descendants, yet retain much of the land in Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick, and these are competitors in 
the land market with the Crown, which does not there 
possess a monopolj of the waste lands. 

At the Cape Colony the price of land likewise raries 
much, but it is generally from 2a. Gd. to Gs. per acre. 
In all the Australasian colonies, except New Zealand, the 
standard upset price of waste land is ;£1 per acre. The 
New Zealand Company disposed of none of their land at 
less than £1 per acre; hut waste lands in the islands 
are to be purdiased from private indiTiduals, particularly 
towards the Bay of Islands and the EiTer Thames, at a 
much lower rate. 

It will be seen from this statement, that in case of the 
Colonial Office disposing of the waste Crown lands at hom^ 
it would he necessary to fix a standard price for each, (in 
the Australian colonies this is already the case.) This 
might easily he done by taking the aTerage of each plao^ 
which would be a matter of little difficulty. 
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One of the greatest burdens under vhich colonists 
labour, is their subjection to irresponsible ezecntive 
officers, in the matter of local improvements. This should 
be amended; and when a population of a district be- 
comes sufficiently large, purely local matters should be 
entirely entmsted to themselres. 

Another grierance Uiat colonists labour under is, the 
description and character of the executiTe officers of the 
QoTemment, more especially the stipendiary magistrates. 
The chief part of these are old officers in the army and 
QSTy, vhose strict habits of discipline and formality are 
totally unsuited to the positions they occupy. Many of 
them have proceeded to the colonies as settlers, but 
proving unfortunate, and having some interest, they excite 
the compassion of tiie Governors, vrho provide for them 
in this vay, at the expense of the public : the CK)vemor8 
themselves being almost vithout exception military or 
naval men, they are the more easily moved on behalf of 
their " cloth." 

The pover of executive officers, more particularly 
stipendiaiy magistrates, is very great in the colonies, and 
it is most important, that if possible they should in a 
manner be made responsible to the inhabitants. This 
might be effected by forming the population of a district 
into a corporate body, vhose chief officers for the time 
being should be ex o^ao presiding magistrates. Thus, 
the colonists vould have an opportunity afforded at the 
elections, of removing any of those whose conduct had 
not met with approval in the exercise of their powers. 

At present, the colonies apparently are chiefly made 
use of as the means of providing situations for the 
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jouDger BODS of high families, retired naval or miUtarj 
officers, and the connezioDs of persons in office. Thus 
are the colonists subjected to the tjTanDj-, oppreaeion, 
and abuse of power by incompetent persons, yrhom thej 
can neither remoTc nor coerce to proper conduct, without 
application to the Colonial Office in England. Great 
indeed must be the eril complained of, when resort is 
had to this all but hopeless remedy. Eepresentations 
from a colony can only be received through the CloTemor 
of that colony, who possesses the fullest power of laying 
his own statements, ideas, and opinions, before the Colonial 
Minister, who thus in a manner sees with another's eyea 
and hears with another's ears. 

Inrolred in a constant round of exciting topics and 
ideas intimately connected with the welfare of Great 
Britain and Ireland, and the local interests of the king- 
dom, the voice of the colonists wafted across the ocean- 
waters, falls but lightly on the public ear; their com- 
plaints and remonstrances may occasionally be repre- 
sented by some solitary member of Parliament, or the 
Times or others of the leading papers may devote an 
occasional column to their affairs; but these are few and 
far between, and regarded wiUi but little general at- 
tention. 

The interests of the colonists are n^ected, from their 
having no powerful body to represent them in London: 
separate agents, indeed, some of them hare, and many 
individuals are interested in the wel£ure of particular 
places; but without association, they are not sufficiently 
powerful or influential to draw public attention to the 
circumstances of any particular case; 
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Nev Zealand is an exception to this rule ; a poverfol 
body of mercliants and men of rank and -wealtli were 
associated vith a view to the settlement and colonizatioD 
of these islands; and when through nu^orernment, rain 
and bankraptcj fell upon the Oompattj, their Meads 
and connezioiiB rose in the House of Commons, taxed 
the Minister with the fanlts and follies of the Colonial 
Office, and were sufficiently powerful to extort from Sir 
Robert Peel an admission of wrong, and a promise of 
amendment, and pecnniarj aid in re-establishing the 
interests of the Company. If other colonies were thus 
aided, and their interests advocated, how differently 
would they be situated, and how much more of prosperity 
would they enjoy. 

Bnj^and at &e present time possesses, perh^s, the 
largest colonial empire that erer existed; " the chart of 
our colonies is a chart of the world — for we sweep the 
globe and touch erery shore," yet essentially and truly 
are these rast possessions committed to the sole jurisdic- 
tion of a single Minister in England, whose power, both for 
good and evil, over them is almost unlimited. Dominions 
that "compass the earth" are entmsted to one man, who, 
if the ablest that the world ever saw, would yet "be fwr 
from being competent to the just administration of their 
varied interests. And what has been the result of this 
system^ — a general buikruptcy ; in fact the total rain of 
the planters of the West Indies ; a long, expensire, and 
harassing war with the Oafires in the Cape Colony; the 
creation of such a state of society in Van Dieman's 
Land, as baa indnoed all the free population who possibly 
can do so to leave the island; 9x1^ S4ct\ ^ scarcity of 
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Ubonr in Ner Soath Waks, as to gire rise to the imfwr- 
tation of the camiibalB of t&e Nev Hebrides into thai 
country to Bnpply tlie frant 

It is not the purpose of the Anthor to enlarge apon 
these facts — they ma; speak for themselTes, and in doing 
80, act as a pOTerful incentire to iodnce a better mode of 
proceeding vith r^ard to the rast colonial posaeanons of 
Great Britain. 

Already in this chapter has the Author presumed to 
suggest a method by irhich eztonsire prirate emigration 
might be promoted; he now takes the liberty of drairing 
attention to a mode by vhich cobnizatiou and emigra" 
tion might be adTantageously carried out throogh the 
means of the Poor Lav Unions of the kingdom. 

Heretofore, at various periods, the Poor Lav Unions 
have sent ont paapers as emigrants, but on no r^olar 
system; many of these have been fonrarded to the 
Gape Colony, and are to be found in the neighbonrhood 
of Graham's Town and the Bastem Prorince. 

That emigration may be carried ont tnocessfnlly by 
the Poor Lav Unions of Great Britain, there should 
be a regular system laid doini, and a Oentral Board 
established in London, for the control and management 
of patqKr emigration. 

At the present moment, in many of tho agricoltaral 
Unions, there are able-bodied men and women who 
are daring half the year in the receipt of out-door relief 
firom the insufficiency of employment or the extremely 
low rate of wages. How mnch better would it be if 
the parish were reliered of this surplus labour, and 
of a continued drain on ita resources. The outiaj 
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oecessary to afford this relief would not more lluin 
exceed foor or five years' expenditure on those persom 
at home; and instead of having them in their old 
age completely thrown on the poor rates for support; 
they might be transferred to a conntry where they 
could obtain wherewithal to support them in their 
declining days. 

One great and, indeed, important objection that would 
arise agunst the estabUahment of an extensiTe system 
of pauper euiigration is, the large sum required to send 
out and equip any number, and the total loss to the 
Union of the ouUay of that sum. But in the first 
place, the permanent reUef afforded to the Union by 
the decrease of ita pauper population, should induce 
of itself such a yeariy application of its funds as would 
enable a moderate number of those generally dependent 
on the rates for support, to emigrate without extensirely 
burthening or forestalling the rerenues of the Union. 
And, in the next place, emigration from a Union might 
be made of itself the means of proyidiog further funds 
for the continoanoe of the system. 

The Author would suggest that, for every pauper sent 
out hj a Union, a grant of land should be made, in 
proportion to the cost of the pauperis passage and the 
value of land in the Colony whither he id sent. For 
instance if a Union were to send out to New South 
Wales twenty adult male and female able-bodied pau- 
pers, whose passage would cost about £15 per head, the 
Union should hare a right to a gnmt of 300 aores of 
land ; XI per acre being the minimum price of waste 
lands in the Colony. These grants should be chosoi 
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in succession, that is to saj, in the order the etn^rants 
are landed in the Colony, and should be placed under 
the control of agraits appointed hy the Central Board 
of Pauper Emigration, in London, 

As population increased, bo would the value of these 
lands; and, at interrals, thej could be disposed <^ in 
tots hj public auction, in the Oolony, at not less than 
the minimum price of Oroim Waste Lands. The pro- 
ceeds, transferred by the London Boutl to the credit 
of the particular Unions, vould thus afford a fund for 
the iurther promotion of pauper emigration. Thus, 
by a fair outlay on the passage and outfit of pauper 
emigrants, a foundation might be laid for the ultimate 
and complete relief of Unions from the burden of their 
able-bodied poor. The expense vould not, after the 
first few years, fidl heanly upon them ; for the sale of 
their acquired lands, by repaying the original outlay, 
would furnish funds for a permanent system. 

The cost of maintenance of an able-bodied pauper 
in the workhouse of one of the English Unions is rather 
more than £9 per annum ; thus, two years' cost would 
be amply sufficient to convey the pauper to the most 
distant of our colonial possessions in Australia, and also 
to provide him with a small outfit, say two pounds 
sterling worth of clothes. It may be said that, even in 
the agricultural Unions few able-bodied persons are com- 
pelled to enter the workhouse; but there are hundreds 
on hundreds of healthy strong females immured in them, 
who are much required in the colonies, more especially 
in our Australian possessions, and who would be certain 
of good wages and a prosperous settlement. Men also, 
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hdalt^j and Btrong, are constantly in receipt, in the 
irintOT season, of oat-door relief in the agricultural 
Unions; and eren rating &b aid thus afforded at only 
JtA sterling per annmn, for out-door paupers, jet this 
annoal expenditure for four jears and a half, vonld 
be equal to sending those redpients of charitj to a 
conntrj vhere they -would no longer continue to exist 
as paupers. 

The management of the pauper and sarplns popula- 
tion of Great Britain and Ireland is, at present, nothing 
else than a series of experiments; not a single year 
passes but some change or modification is made by 
Parliament in tiie poor-lava, and yet^ in no one case has 
any attempt been made, on a large scfde, to employ 
paupers in remnneratire labonr, or permanently to im- 
prore tiieir condition. Erery effort is on the spnr of 
some present necessity, to support for the time being the 
pauperism of the nation ; no great and enlarged scheme 
is brought forward to release the country from its 
annually increasing surplus population. The evil is 
progressing, marching on vith rapid, strides, vhilst 
England possesses no statesman to stem the torrent and 
i^ply the necessary remedy, before the evil becomes of 
such magnitude as to overwhelm and bear down those 
existing barriers of sodety, which entrench the aris- 
tocracy of the land in the posaession of such accumn- 
lated wealth as the world nerer before witnessed. 

This nation possesses in erery quarter of the ^obe, 
north, south, east, and west, land unlimited in extent, 
where the surplus and pauper population may be settled 
with incalculable advantage to themselres and their 
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□atJTe conntiy. Millioas are reckleaslj lavlBhed on var 
or in temporary measures, and no ultimate benefit is the 
result; a national debt is heaped up, but hoT little has 
been applied to purposes vhich tend to create and 
enlarge the prosperity of the country; bat if Qreat 
Britain were to expend ever so large a sum in emigration 
to her colonial posBeesions, iroald she not ultimately 
he amply repaid, by creating nev customers for the 
produce of her manufactories and looms, and relieving 
herself from an incubus of pOTcrty which entaiU such a 
heaTy permanent tax upon her? 

Bat if England require emigration to carry off her 
snrplus population, what is the condition of Ireland, 
where the people chiefly exist by agricultural and 
pastoral pursuitB; and how much more urgently do they 
call for relief in this shape t 

According to a late Report of the Select Committee 
of the House of Lords, on Emigration from Ireland, it 
appears, that so excessive is the population in some 
districts, beyond the capability of the land to support 
them, that " In thirty-foor unions, it appears, that on 
lands rated at a value of £1,744,391, there exists at 
present a population of 1,953,837. It is confidently 
stated by many witnesses, that in such cases, even if th©' 
receipt of all rents and rates were snspended, the 
produce of the land would be inadequate to support ita 
inhahitante." 

In what way then are thwe people to be relieved, 
except by emigration? The Oommittee remark on 
"The effects of an over-population in Ireland, in forcing 
Ml emigration of paapera seeking employment in England, 
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and grilling to vork for tike lowest vagea, thua reducing 
the remnneratioii of Uboor, and loreriDg the standard 
of comfort and of eabdatence in this part of t^e United 
Kingdom, and the necessity of colouiftl emigration as a 
remedj for this eril." 

The Committee, after referring to the efifocts and coat 
of emigration as carried oat on the property of Lord 
Falmerston and other Irish Lfuidlorda, t^en proceed bo 
diatinctlj to point out the advantages of promoting 
emigration, that the Author is induced to make some 
further quotations. Id section the first of the Repwt 
in directing the attention of the House to the most pro- 
minent topics adrerted to by vitnesses, rating to Ire- 
land, the Committee remark, in paragraph eight, on 
"Ilie deep uid pervading anxiety for emigration, as 
exhibited by the people themselres. This feeling vhich 
Tas proved to exist, thongh in a lesser degree, before the 
Poor Lav CommisaioD, and in the evidence taken before 
Lord Devon and his colleagues, is nov described as being 
general, and as being fbtmded on the sufferings produced 
by the loss of the potato crop." 

Paragraph' nine speaks of " The general success of the 
Irish emigrant in the colonies. This interesting fact has 
been proved, not only in relation to British North Ame- 
rica, bat to Australia. But the evidence -which is most 
conduflire, ii to be found in the large and increasing re^ 
mittancei, which have been made by previous settlers, to 
assiat their families and Mends in emigrating. The 
evidence of the Rev. Dr. Montgomery, shows the actual 
Bums remitted throuj;^ the banks of Belfast ; and similar 
&ots are stated by almost every witness connected with 
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IreUod, vho has been ezammed." It is thuB, aa has 
been forcibly stated in etidence, that "EWgration begets 
emigration.'' 

Anoth^ paragraph spealu of " The excess of charge 
incurred bj proTiding for the poor in the workhoaae 
or on public vorka, as compared vith the expense of 
emigration." 

Paragraph eleven, compares " The effect produced on 
the industry and wealth of Great Britain, as exemplified 
in the amount of British manufactured produce, consumed 
bj an Irish peasant settled in Australia or British North 
America ; or by the same peasant left to strug^e with 
poTerty in Ireland." 

Paragraph twelve speaks of " The expediency of per- 
mitting tenanta for life, and persons under legtd disa- 
bilities, to raise loans and to charge the inheritance for 
the purposes of emigration. This suggestion, which was 
first made by the late Mr. Baron Forster, has been urged 
on the attention of the Committee by sereral witnesses." 

The two following paragraphs refer to : — 

" 13. The expediency of amending the Poor Law, so 
far as relates to emigration, by granting the suae fad- 
lities for raising money on the security of Iri^ rates as 
is permitted by law in England." 

" 14. The lessened risk that is now stated to exist of 
a recorrence of the evil of OTer-popnlation, if its pressure 
were once remored, from the growing and extended con- 
viction in the minds of all, that the minute sabdiTision 
and parcelling out of land is injurious alike to the pro- 
prietor and the farmer; from the cessation of long leasee 
granted to nuddlemen, by whom this system was mainly 
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promoted; from the greater facilitj-with which a mischief 
IB averted, than corrected vhea it has once arisen; hut 
more especiallj, fix)m the example of the less rapid in- 
crease of population in Leinster, as compared with the 
population of the more unimproved districts, bj vhtch 
&ct it is demonstrated that increased comfort in the 
people cannot fail to generate habits of prudence and 
forethought, and an indisposition to sink in the social 
scale bj making imprudent marriages." 

Many and evident as are the advantages of emigration 
to Ireland, as evidenced in this Keport, the effects on the 
colonies vould be equally beneficial As this section of 
the Lords' Committee Report is of no great length, it 
may be best to give it in fiilL It refers to the 
Colonies. 

" 1. The capacity -which exists in certain colonies to 
absorb European labour, vith advantage to their most 
essential interests. 

" 2. The extent to -which this supply may be safely 
carried, and the limits vithiu, according to our views of 
a just policy it ought to be confined. 

** 3. The effect of an increased supply of emigrant 
labour on the productiveness and value of colonial land, 
and on the funds to be realized by land sales. 

" 4. The effect which colonization may be expected to 
produce on the investment of British capital within the 
colony, to which such colonization is applied, it being 
stated that such investments are now discouraged, in 
consequence of the extravi^ant price of labour, which 
diminishes t^e amount of profits. 

" 5. The effect of a large supply of free European 
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labour oq theraloe of colonial produce in cases, vhere, as 
in New South Wales, it is stated that it has become 
nec^sary to slaaghter and boil dovn sheep into tallow 
for the want of shepherds and other labourers required 
for pastoral pursuits, thus diminishing the wealth of the 
colonj, and the raw material necessary for British mana- 
facturea. 

" 6. The effect that maj be anticipated by the promotion 
or encouragement of works of undisputed UBefulness; such 
as the raOroads projected in British North America, 
BurrejB of which are now in progress, or hare already 
been completed under the auspices of the Goremment. 

*' 7. The effect of an augmented population in the 
British colonies, not only in increasing their wealth, their 
agricultural, mineral, and commercial resources, their 
power of consuming British manufactures, and paying 
for them in produce, of which the mother country may 
stand in need ; but in adding to their strength and means 
of defence, and thus consolidating and securing the power 
of the empire. 

"The Committee cannot close this Report witiiout once 
more guarding themselres from the supposition that, by 
suggesting these subjects as deserring the most serious 
reflection, and the strictest examination, they are thereby 
prejudgiag the question, or expressing any condosiTe 
opinion of their own. That opinion ought only to be 
formed, as the result of the examination and reflection 
which they hare already recommended. They belicTC 
that there is much in the evidence before them whidi 
will serve to guide the House and the public towards the 
formation of an ultimate judgment, but the eridence is 
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Btill incomplete. The Committee are fblly avare, that ' 
tbej hare as yet examined into many points bat saper- 
ficiallj, and that some — as for example the state of the 
Britiidi PossessionB in Southern Africa, and in the territory 
of Natal — have not yet been considered at all. Neither 
have they obtained adequate iofonnation respecting what 
they sincerely hope may hereafter be considered as the 
prospering settlement of Nev Zealand. The important 
discoTeries of Sir Thomas Mitchell in Australia hare 
also been bat slightly noticed. Bat the evidence vhich 
they have takeo, both as shewing the rapid development 
of the resoarces of British North America, and more 
especially as proving the unexampled progress of the 
nevly-planted Australian provinces, is veil calculated to 
warrant a hope, that the great principle of colonization, 
so often treated of as amongst those ' ancient, primitive, 
and heroical works,' for which modem times are unfitted, 
not ooly has been realized in some British Possessions, 
but has been exemplified on a greater scale and wil^ 
more entire success there, and of late years, than has 
been manifested elsewhere in the past history of mankind. 
To transplant oar domestic habits, oar commercial enter- 
prise, our laws, our institutions, our languf^, our Htera-' 
ture, and our sense of religious obligation, to the more 
distant regions of the globe, is an enterprise worthy of the 
character of a great maritime nation. It is not only in 
its progress, the pursuit and the attainment of glory, but 
in its success, is the performance of a high duty, and the 
accomplishment of a noble destiny ; and if it can also be 
made subservient to the relief of pressing distress at 
home ; — if the labour, which is in excess in certain parts of 
2 A 2 
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the coimtij, c&n be rendered the source of an extending 
and durable prosperity in the colonies; sach a combina- 
tion of advantages cannot fail the more to recommend 
this great qaestion of colonization to the earliest attention 
of the L^slature." 

Like one hnndred other reports of Committees, that of 
the Lords on Irish Colonization and Emigration is likely 
merely to produce a few monster blue-books, -whose 
ponderous folios contain the important evidence obtained, 
bat vhich lies hidden amongst a mass of other matter, 
through vhich the public have neither time nor inclination 
to vade. In recommending the question of emigration 
to the L^islature, the Committee enunciate many great 
truths aa regards colonization; but apparently dubious 
as to the light in which these vill be vieved, they throw 
a shade of uncertainty over matters, and end by sug- 
gesting no mode or system for carryuig out what they 
acknowledge will tend to the interests of Great Britain 
and Ireland. Heroical and great as they appear to 
consider the colonization schemes of the ancients, they 
scarcely give due credit to the energy and enterprise of 
those children of Gh-eat Britain, who founded and 
populated those American States, now united in the 
mighty empire of the Union. Look through the pages 
of history, and where is there such an example of 
eneigy, enterprise, and sncoedsful colonization to be 
found? 

Individual exertion has done and is doing much to 
promote the settiement and improvement of the Colonies, 
bat the State in its collective capacity should come 
forward, and under a well-regulated system carry out 
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emigration, as the means of relieviDg herself of her 
surplus populatloD. 

In addition to emigration through the Poor Law 
Unions, as dreadj suggested, and the promotion of 
private emigration bj the encouragement of capitalists 
to inrest their money in cdonial lands, an annual grant 
&om Parliament might be made, of such an amount as 
to keep the colonies always well supplied with labour, 
taking care never to exceed the probable legitimate 
demand. 

There is, in many of the colonies, an annually increas- 
ing call for labour, more espedally in our Australian 
possessions. Such is the increase of flocks and herds 
in New South Wales alone, that there would be annuiUly 
absorbed every successive year, for pastoral pursuits in 
that region, not less than 8,000 persona. In Australia 
Felix, at least 4,000 would find profitable occupation, 
if annuaUy added to the population, and for South 
Australia another addition of 4,000 might be made. 
Thus, these three colonies would, every BUCcsBSLve year, 
absorb 16,000 labourers, if properly dispersed amongst 
them, and not all huddled into the chief town of the 
colony, which may be many hundred miles &om the 
spot where their seniles would be most in request. 

Bach year increases the capacity of these colonies 
for employing labour; and if the private emigration of 
large capitalists and men of middling means were exten- 
nvely promoted, this capacity might be increased almost 

The Cape of Good Hope, or Southern Africa, presents 
in her eastern provinces, districts of great extent and 
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much fertility, -whither emigration might be directed 
vith incalcolable advantage. The capacity of the Cape 
Colony for absorhing European labour, is not now con- 
siderable ; perhaps three thousand annually are as many 
as vould meet employment at remtmeratiTo vages, 
owing to the large number of Hottentot and Caffre 
serrants, and the considerable importations of captured 
slarea, who are landed here by Qovemment, and assigned 
out under an apprentice aystem for a certain number of 
years. 

Upper Canada, Nora Scotia, New Bnmsrick, and our 
other North American possessions, already obtain pri- 
rately, fiilly aa large a supply of mere labour as they 
can annually absorb ; but if the emigrants to these 
countries were aided in acquiring small farms from 
twenty to one hundred acres in extent, the number that 
might be introduced, without creating distress or too 
great competition in the labour market, would only 
be limited by the capital necessary for their settle- 
ment 

Many of the Irish landlords who during the years 
1846 and 1847, largely promoted at their own expense 
emigration amongst their tenantry, have boasted and taken 
credit to themselves in both Houses of Parliament for 
their generosity. Oould the waters of the Atlantic yield 
np their dead, and the registers of Chros Island and the 
fever sheds at Montreal be produced, what a fearful and 
appalling tale would be unfolded, and with what a dif- 
ferent eye the pubhc would regard these landlords, who 
sent forth hundreds on hundreds, thousands on thousands, 
of ignorant deluded creatures, to die of want and pesti- 
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lence in crowded ships, withont medical lud, or to become 
inmatea of the fever sheds at Quebec, Montreal, or the 
other ports. iDduced to leave their homes, such as they 
vere, and to abandon that land on -which their birth 
gave them a claim for subsistence, these unfortunate 
▼retches, if thej succeeded in escaping from fever, -were 
cast penniless, helpless paupers on the shores of Canada, 
exposed without adequate clothing or support to the 
inclemencj of a six months' winter. And this is called 
emigration and colonization, bj these heartless land- 
owners and their agents, who care little for the result, so' 
that thej get rid of a burthen, and remove the suffering 
creatures where their plaints can he no longer heard bj 
them. If ever inquiry was called for, it is demanded into 
the manner in which the Irish landlords lately sent their 
tenantiy across the Atlantic; why medical advice and 
aaperintendence were not engaged for the voyage, and 
why no provision was made for their employment and 
settlement on the American shores. 

The pe<^le of Canada and New Brunswick, exclaim 
against the Irish landlords for pouring their thousands 
of diseased and helpless tenantry upon them, few if any 
of whom are enabled by their bodily strength to woA 
for their living, and consequently are cast an incnbns on 
the resources of these colonies and on public charity. 
No doubt the Canadian Legislature would soon adopt 
steps to mitigate, if not suppress such an evil ; but the 
climate, the severe winter, soon removes the accumulated 
thonsands of asthmatic, old, sickly, and debilitated 
wretches ; leaving few behind but those possessed of a 
sonnd constitntion. Thus do the Irish landlords escape 
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that ezposnre of their heu'tlessneas vhich thej so veil 
deserve. 

But here the Author most pause, and state that all 
Irish laudcwners who hare promoted emigrstion are not 
to he condemned ; some three or four hare endearoured 
to secure the comfort, during the passi^, of their teli- 
autrj, and their employment and support in Canada; 
but these are the exceptions and not the rtde. 

In New Brunswick and in Upper Canada, the Crown 
posseseeB countless acres that might be made avulable 
for the settlement of emigrants, at a small expense, 
under a system of emigration promoted by GoTemment,- 
and carried oat under their auspices. 

Emigrants intended to be located should be sent ont 
early in the Spring, so that under the direction of super- 
intendents accustomed to the country, they may be 
enabled to construct good log-houses before the end of 
Autumn, and get themselves comfortably settled in them. 
In the neighbourhood of Lakes Huron and Superior, 
millions of acres of suitable Crown Waste Lands are to 
be found, affording sites firom whence every kind of pro- 
duce could be conveyed to good markets by water- 
carriage. 

The location of emigrants should always be promoted 
in families, and when a suitable and healthy spot for 
the settlement of a number had been selected by the 
Government officials, it ought to be divided into lots, 
varying from twenty acres upwards, according to the 
number of the famHj and their means of cultivation. 
Suppose a family to be domiciled in their log-hut by the 
month of October; — all they would require from that 
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moment voald be tools for felling, splitting, &c., and 
provisions to last them until they could gather a crop of 
their ovn, -which with industry they conld do in less 
than twelve months. Flannel and coarse woollen clothes, 
both males and females should have, but these might be 
obtained in England for them, at an average of thirty- 
fire shillings or two pounds per head. 

The twelve months' supply of provisions necessary, 
could be obtained in Upper Canada very cheap, and 
might consist of flour and pork. Up to the period 
of the actual settlement of the emigrants in their log- 
houses, thoy should be under the charge of the Govern- 
ment officials, and their support be provided by the Exe- 
cutive. A degree of superintendence might be conti- 
nued throughout the first year, in order to instruct the 
people in the best mode of clearing the land, fencing it, 
and putting in their crops. After one year no &mily 
need be dependent on the Government ; they may by 
that time raise sufficient produce for their own consump- 
tion, and even to spare ; each year they would progress 
in comfort and substance, and within seven they should 
be bound to repay the sum expended in settling them, 
together with a moderate price — say one dollar and a 
half per acre — for the land; then, and not till then, 
ought their tide-deeds he given up to them. This neces- 
sary retention of the legal title to the soil, would act as 
a spur to the settler to dear off the claim upon him as 
soon as possible. 

The original outlay in locating a body of settlers is 
not so considerable as may be imagined. The som 
stated in another place (^IS) as nec^asar^ Uf fit out 
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and defray the passage of an adult to the Australian 
coloniee, vonld be amply sufficient to conTej the 
emigrant across the Atluitic, and settle him permanently 
on the fertile lands in the neighbonrhood of Lake 
Huron, so as to enable him ultimately to become a 
happy and prosperooa settler. It has been proposed 
to form Tillages and erect blockhonses, in readiness for 
an emigrant population in Canada. This would be an 
absurd promotion of centralization, and lead to idleness 
tunongst the new-comers. The emigrants should be 
scattered orer the country, each family with a good 
plot of ground around him; and when the wants of the 
population required Tillages, with a littie encouragement 
they would arise of themselTes; for, in Canada, where 
produce is to be sold and goods are required to be 
bought, there are nerer wanting traders of small capita), 
to fill up the Tacancy between producer and consumer, 
and to effect an interchange of commodities. 

It may be considered that this distribution would lead 
to demoralization and neglect of education, but moderate 
encouragement from the l^slature of Canada, would 
promote both the foundation of places of worship in 
central situations, and the establishment t^ local schook : 
the spirit of progress and improrement is abroad in oar 
North American possessions, and would aid the good 
work. 

A long period einoe — some twenty-four yew^ ^o— the 
settlement of a large number of Irish paupers was pro- 
moted and carried out by Sir Wilmot Horton, then 
Secretary for the Colonies. The spot pitdied ap(m for 
their location was in the Newcastle district of Canada, 
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then a wild, ancaltdTated, onoccupied vaate. That Tery 
disMct is Dov one of the most proeperonB in Canada, 
and c(HitiunB seretal large villages: the ralue of the 
land in the neighbooHiood is increased fiftj fold, and all 
through tbe energy, persererance, and' indnatiy of those 
Iriah paupers. This instance of snocessiiil settlement, 
promoted bj the GroTemment, at a period vhen pro- 
visions and all other necessaries vere dearer, and the 
means of transport infinitely less and more expensive 
than at preset, vrhen steam is at vorb upon the lakes, 
dionld act as an encouragement, as an incentive to onr 
rulers, to follovr the example set them by Sir Wilmot 
Horton. Within seven years afler their location, the 
Newcastle settlers were in a position to have repaid the 
amount expended on their settlement; and vhy shonid 
not people so assisted in the present day, be aUe to do 
the same, vhen free trade opens the ports of Great 
Britain, and offers the lai^est market in the vorid for 
the disposal of the grain and other produce to be raised 
by the pauper settlers on the Western Lakes? 

The Author might here exhibit the absolute nececeity 
that exists of settling the Wratem regions of Canada, if 
they are to be preserved to Qreat Britain; but as these 
pages have already extended to their allotted number, he 
vrill content himself by remarking on the rapid progress of 
the Americans in that quarter, and their desire to possess 
the rich and fertile country that intervenes between Mich- 
igan and their possessions in the Oregon, and on the 
shores of the Oolnmbia River, beyond the Rocky Moun- 
tains of the far West. 

Desirous, nay sincerely aniioiis, to aid by any possible 
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means, the aUeTiation of tlie distress so general among 
the lover classes of society, and to promote the interrats of 
oar vast colonial possessions, by transplanting tluther the 
EmrpluB labour of Olreat Britain and Ireland, the anthor 
has presamed to laj before bis readers the snggestiooa 
given in this chapter. Bat hia hopes are slight that tiiey 
vUl bare the desired effect. Schemes for adrancing 
general and national state emigration are too general; 
tbej hold forth no ezcluBive benefit to any class, 'while 
they are great and comprebensiYe for the benefit of the 
distressed and unfortunate poor; but these are unaided, 
unassisted, tmrepresented amongst those whose adTocacy 
would force the subject on the legislature of the country, 
and lead to what mi^t exhibit state colonization on a scale 
worthy of the age and the period of cirilization in which 
we live. Recur to the pages of history; scan the broad 
volume of the past ;— and it will be found that combination 
and agitation have alone produced all the_ great measures 
there recorded. When an Emigration League shall arise, 
with a second Cobden at its bead, then, and not tdll 
then, will there exist a hope of national emigratioD on a 
lai^e scale. 
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NEW SOUTH WALKS. 

The following are the Eatiinatea of the probable Expenditure and 
Receipts for the Colony of New South Wales for the Ye&r 
1848, u presented by the Gorernor to the LegislatiTe A»- 
eembly; acoompuiied with his Minates and Explanations. 



Ootsbnob's Hbsmqi. 
In snbmitting, for the ooneideration of the Connral, the etdmates 
for 1848, and a saj^lementaiy estimate for the present year, the 
Goremor regrets to hare to state that it has been foand necessary 
to omit appropriations for seTeral works and objects of obrious 
public utility and benefit, both in the middle and loothem districts, 
for which, under different droumstanoes, he wonld gladly have 
made provision. 

The rednotions which he has thns been conetnined to make 
amount to upwards of :£30,000. He hu, however, the less relno- 
tently acciniesced in them, feeling that it wonld not be politic to 
increase the high rates of wages now preruling, by ondertaking at 
the present time any additional pnblio works, except snoh as are of 
pressing emergency. 

The necessity for them omissions has originated chiefly from the 
reductions in the rerenue which have taken place within the last 
four years. The principal of these are as follow, vis. :— 

£ t. d. 
In t84S. The reduction of the tonnage duties to one- 
half, and the exemption of whaling ships 
from all harbour dues, estimated to 
amount annually to - ' - - 1,185 

In 1845. The reduction of the duties on spirits from 
12t. and 9(. to 6i. and 3i. %d. per gallon, 
estimated to amount onnnally to - -21,271 
In 1 848. The discontinuance of the assessment on 

stock, estimated to amount annually to 31,000 
And the redaction of wharfage duties, esti- 
mated to amount annually to - - 3,824 

Total eatimatad amount of reduction - ^£57,260 O 
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Making in all a ^minntion in tbe revenDe little short of 
^0,000 per aanum. 

In ooDBei^nence of thew very ezteasive redaatioos, it hu been 
found impossiblfly notwitlutanding that the eatimates have been 
prepared with ereiy regard to economy, and the omission from 
them of the large anma for pnblto works and buildings, to which the 
(Joremor hai already adverted, to keep the proposed expenditore 
within the estimated amount of reveeue, unless some portion of 
that which has been reduced ^ball be again restored. It will be in 
the recollection of the Council that, in the financial minote which 
aooompanied the oatimates laid before the House during its last 
session, the Ooremor expressed a donht whether it would be pos- 
uble to oh&rge permanently the expeuaee of police beyond the 
boundaries, upon the general nvenue ; bat as there was then a 
oonsidcrable balanco unexpended of the amount received from the 
assessment on stock, under the proTisione of the Act 2nd Victoria, 
No. S7, it was considered proper to make proTision from that source 
for this object. Aa this balance will, however, by the close of the 
present year, be nearly, if not wholly absorbed, the Governor pro- 
poses to lay before the Council a Bill to re-impose the assesament 
on stock beyond the boundariea, to the extent, however, of only 
one-half the former ratea. The estimated amount which will pro- 
bably be received from this source is £16,000, a enm wliich probably 
not much exceeds that which will he rei^uired for tills purpose. It 
his not, bowerer, been usual, nor is it possible, that every tax 
should be precisely adjusted so as to yield the exact amoont neces- 
sary for the particular object for which it is imposed. On the 
eontraiy, the proceeds must be considered as forming part of the 
general revenue; and if on the one liand they should be found to 
fiUl short of the sum required, the deGcieuoy must be made up from 
the revenue from other sources; while on the other, if they should 
exceed the amount required, tbe snrplna would be carried to the 
credit of the revenae for general purposes. 

Even with this addition to the revenae, the estimated Inlance 
unexpended at the end of 1648 will amount only to about £10,300, 
a sum certainly not more than necessary to provide for any failore 
of the revenue, and unforeseen expenses which may arise in the 
eonrse of the year. It is confidently anticipatod, therefore, that the 
restoration of this tax will be readily voted by the Council, and 
cheerfully acquiesced in by the parUes by whom it will have to be 
paid, and for whose benefit the produce of it will be expended. 
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If, however, otntruy to expectation, tbe Council ehoiild see fit 
to decline entertaining tliia proposal, it will be neceaaary, of course, 
for the Qovemor to revise the estimates, in order that a reduction 
may be made upon them to the extent at least of the estimated 
produce of the aaBesament oontemplated. 

In the present state of the question relating to District Councils, 
and pending the decision of Her Majesty's Oovemment upon the 
subject, the Goremor does not propose to make any change in the 
■ystem, which has been acted on dnnng the last few years, of 
placing the whole of the charges for police and schools upoa the 
general revenue, without calling upon the munidpal bodies to make 
any oontrihution towards the same. 

Reverting to the estimates now submitted, it may be remarked 
that there are several minor additions and alteratious proposed to 
those of last year, which will be explained by the proper officer 
when brought under oonsideiation. It will therefore be only 
necessary here to advert to the more considerable. It will he seen 
that the Qovemor has proposed for the ensuing, as for the last 
year, a Supplement to Schedule A, for the admiuiatratiou of justice, 
which is absolutely required to meet the necessary expenses of this 
important branch of the public service. It Is not, however, his 
intentioD to avul himself of this appropriation if voted, unless the 
saving on Schedule B should, contrary to expectation, be foond 
insufficient to cover the amount. 

His Excellency has excluded from the estimates the expenses 
of the department of distilleries. This being one of revenge, he 
considers the priuciple laid down in the Right Honourable the 
Seoratary of State's despatch. No. 49, dated 24th October, 1846, 
which has been lud before the Counci], as applicable to this depart- 
ment. He has included the following sums to meet the expenses 
of Uie undermentioned new appointmants and services, viz. : — 

£ I, d. 
Appointment of a harbour-master at Moreton Bay - 150 
Establishments fot the tigbthoose at Gabo Ishmd - 800 

AtCapeOtway 356 15 

Survey of the Yarra Yarra River and Coiio Bay - 500 
Appointment of tventy-etx additional coroners for 

police districts 520 

EstabUshment for the new gaol at Gonlbum - - 878 11 S 

Carried forward - - £3,205 6 6 
VOL. 11. 2 B 
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Brought tormaA - - 3,305 6 
Appoiatment of six additional chaphuna for the 

guis in eonntiy dutrictt . . - . . X50 
Board of Imrpeotion at the Lunatic Aaylmn, Taifaaa 

Crook . - - 500 

And for the oonstrootioii of seven - - - - 1,000 

Eatablishmeot for the Lunatic Asylum at Helbonme 1,215 13 

Establiahment of eohoola on Lord Btaoley'a aytbam - S,000 



£8,070 la « 

For Bome of these new oBtabUahments, proYiaion haa al«o boea 
made on the aupplementary estimate, amounting to £^02 4*. 4d. 

The recent melancholy ehipwieok at Moreton Bay has shown 
the neceeiily for more efficient eatabliiliment for tho safety of ahtps 
and Toaaela frequenting that port A amrey of the bay has 
recently been made under the able direction of Captain WioUuun, 
R.N., and it is intended to be immediately published. Captain 
Wiokham has euj^;eBted the necessity for the appointment of a 
harbonr-maater, in addition to the pilot already ^pointed there, 
and that the establishment should be remoTod to the norUi end of 
Horeton Island, in order that the northern channel should be used 
eo soon as it aboil have been marked oat by buoys. Proriaion 
for these purposes has accordingly been made on the estimates now 
Bubmitted. 

It ia hoped thst, early in the ensning year, the ligbt-hoosee M 
Gabo laland and Cape Otway will be completed, and it ia neceasary, 
tiierefore, to moke provision for the establishments required for 
bringing tbem, without delay, into operation. It ia proposed that 
a portion at least of the expense necessary for thia pnipose ahall be 
made good by dues to be paid by abips and Tesaels, whioh will 
benefit by the establishment of these lights; and a Bill will, on an 
early day, be laid before the Council for thia pnrpoae. 

The sum of ;£500 ia proposed for the aurvey of Corio Bay and 
the Yajra Yarra River, with a view to ascertain the pnctieability 
of improving their navigation, and thna &cilitatiDg the means ^ 
accesa by water with the important towns of Melbourne and 
Geelong. 

In conformity with an t^inion on the subject, whicit baa been 
frequently expressed by the Attorney-General, provirion is pro- 
posed to be made for the appointmcot rf coronera in all the diatriots 
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vitbin the bonndariet of'Iooktion. Thia'will ioTolTe u MlditiaBal 
expeDditnre of abont £520, being at tbe rats of £2Q a-year fw 
«aeb ooroim. The fees and tiavelliiig expenaea whidi are now 
payable tomagiatntet for inqniriea into the canses of lodden death, 
will be arulable for the remuneration of the eoronere, without, of 
conree,' entailing additional expense on the public, beyond tiiat 
already stated. It ie hoped that tliie arrangement, by bringing 
into operation the intervention of a jury, and the lawa relating to 
inquest«, wilt be an improrement in the adminietiation of thie 
important branoh of public jostioe. 

The new gaol at Oootbum being now nearly complete, and ready 
for the reoeptitm of prisoners, it in neoeanty to provide an eata- 
blisbment for it, which has accordingly been framed on the usual 
Boala. Some additional expenses will be neceaaaiy for axtending 
the circuit courts to this important district, sod soma have bean 
placed on the oatimates to cover the amount. 

Some addition^ ohaplaine for gaols in the country distrieta have 
been estimated for, in order to place tlie whole of the gaols of the 
colony upon am equal footing in this respect. The importance of 
religiona instruction to persons confined in gaola will, it is betieved, 
fully justify thia expense. 

For the lanatio aeylum at Tarban Creek an additional provliion 
is proposed to be made for a pud Board of Inspection. A sum of 
£1,000 has also been placed on the estimates for the eonstmctioa 
of eewers to the buildings j but it has not been possible to enter- 
tain at present the very large expenditure in the conatmction of 
additions to the building which were proposed by the Committee 
of last sesaion, and reoommended to the Governor by the address 
from the Council of the 11th ultimo. The increasing demands 
upon the Qovemment for the admission of pauper lunatiee into 
this institution are, however, such as will require the early atteU' 
tiou of the Government, and endeavours will aoootdingly be made 
to ascertain whether some tees expenrire plan may not be adopted, 
for affiording the additional acoommodation required, in order that, 
as soon as the state of the Gnaneee of tiis colony will admit, this 
important object may be carried out. 

For the new lunatic aaylnm at Melboome, it has been found 
necessary to provide an establishment, and £1,215 13«. has accord- 
ingly been placed on the estimates for this purpose. 

In oon^lianee with the addresa of the Council of the 9th October, 
1846, tlie Ooremor has proposed a sum of £S,000, to ba applied to 

2&2 
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meet the expeosee of eohools oa the piinoiple of Loid Stanley's 
natioiul system of ednoation. 

For the denominational sohoola, establislied nnder and prior to 
the regnlations of 1841, tm additional prorision has been fonnd 
neoeasary, at the rate of £],7S0 per annum. Finding that the 
expensea of schools of this description were rapidly inoieuing, the 
OoTemor has deemed it neoeasary to publish a notiee intimating 
tiiat no sam in addition to the proportionate expenditure far the 
fint qoarter of the present year would be placed on the estimates. 

An addition has been made to the usual annual amount for the 
repiura of roads and bridges both in the Sydney and Port Phillip 
distriDts. The total amount for this purpose has been estimated at 
£11,000 for the year 1848. 

For sereral specifie public works and buildings now in progress 
no additional annu have been proposed, with the eioeption of 
£2,000 for the bridge on the Yarra Yarra, aa it is asanmed that 
the unonnt of eoms voted in former years, and unexpended on the 
Slst December, 1646, added to those voted for the same serrioes 
for the year 1647, will be as much as oould be advantageously 
expended on the same np to the close of 1648. The eunmeratioit 
of these works and buildings, and the sums already available t« 
meet the expense, are as follows, vis. :— 



WorkorBnil^ng. 


on the 

SlnDeoember, 

1846. 


Votsddw 
1847. 


Tafl. 


Circol«r fttaj, Sydnej Cora, 

f 4974 9r. SK, thnn nuj 
proUWy be required, only.. 

Bins Monntoin Ro>d 

Nm Osol, Hutluid 

Tnwirr >ad Audit Offloe, not 


£ «. d. 

2,000 
312 3 4 
889 3 7 

4,319 3 B 

2,000 
3,619 19 6 


£ $. 4. 

3,000 
1,000 
1,000 D 
2.S00 

3,00o"o "o 


£ $. d. 

4,000 
1,312 3 4 
1,888 3 7 
6,819 3 8 


Bridce on tbe Yim Yam. . . . 


6,619 19 6 


Totd 


13,139 10 


9,600 


22,639 10 



It may be proper to remark, that the above is exclusive of the 
■nms voted for other public buildings and worka for the year 1847, 
and specified in the foregoing table. 
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The trhole of the ohargeB for tHe year 1848, ma^ be taken at 



£296,226 4«. 3d., being as follows > 
Civil and legislative eat^tlisbments 
Coronen ..... 

Police 

Oaota 



£ 

34,486 12 9 
2,604 1 
70,404 8 10 
11,331 15 



Medical ---,.... 7,224 

Schools 

Pnblic works and bnildings - . . 
HiflceUaoeoBs ..... 



16,558 1 
29,6T3 5 
7,704 15 6 



Schedules A and B, of 5 and 6 

Victoria, otpat 76 - - - 51,600 
Schedule C, of sud Aot - ■ 30,000 



£179,996 19 9 



Supplement to Behednle A, for the administration 
of jostioe ....... 

Department of customs - • 14,500 
Department of colonial distilleries 2,000 

Beaerred balanoea fat pnblic works ... 



81,600 
4,989 14 



16,500 
13,139 11 



Total 

The ways and means to meet this eharf^ are as 


£296,226 4 3 
follow:— 


HoJofRneiiiiB. 


Sph»y. 


vx.rtm 


Tot>L 






£ 
56,000 
42,000 

28,000 
2,500 


£ 
22.000 
15,000 

6,500 
500 


£ 
78,000 
57,000 

34,500 
3,000 


Cortoms 


Dntiei on tobacco Imported 

Ad v^ortm dnty od fbrasa good* 






D<tiMOI> 

PortOfflc 
Aacttond 
LiccDMt 

PMSUld 

Tonuged 

I^Ddl 

HUobHu 
Eitimatod 


■pMU dUtlll«l in tlK oolony 


128.500 
15,a00 
U,0O0 
1,600 
22,000 
6,000 
13.000 
.600 

»,000 
5,000 


44,000 

■'s,2W 
2.200 
6.000 

'■3,soo' 

200 

r.ooo 

ISO 


172,500 
JS,500 




6,800 








16,500 
















218,200 


68,350 


286,950 








306,550 










,1.0, Google 



The ways and mauu ftw the year 1848, b«iii|r 

tfans estimated at *809,5M 

Aad tlio chargea thereon at - - - - 2M,Ma 



It is estimated that then iriU remun a amplne of 

Reranne OTet EzpeDditoie, of - - - £10,823 15 9 
Which, it is expected, will be raffioient to cover any fiuluro of 
rerenue, or unlooked-for expenses dnring the year. 

Goftmment Some, 
iSrd Jvne, 1847. 

TwETAEDB.— Return of the nnmber of acres of Land planted 

■with the Grape Vino, in the year 1847 :— 

Sjfdneif Ditlrkt. — Argyle, 36; Bligh, 4; Brisbane, 59; Camden, 
62; Cook, 27; Cnmberland, 218; Dnrham, 107; Qloncsster, 58; 
HunUT, 19; King, 8; Macquaria, 15; Northnmberland, 82; Ror- 
bnrgh, 33; Stanley, 8; Westmoreland, 2; beyond the boundaries 
of location, 5. 

FoH Fhmp DiOrict. — Bonike, 52 ; Grant, S4 ; Nonnanby, 2. 
Lrra Stock. — Beturn of Lire Stock in the colony of New Sontb 

Wales, on the Ist of January, 1S47 : — 

Horned „. 
Horsee. f^^^^^ Pige. Sheep. 

Sydney District, within 
the bonndaries of lo- 
cation - - - d6,3«l - 395,589 - 84,918 - 3,03S,678 
Commisnonera' Dis- 
tricts, [beyond the 
bonndaries of loca- 
tion - - - 20,365 - 744,708 - 4,815 - 2,873,141 
Ooin.— Betam of Coin in the Colonial Treasury, the Military 
Chest, and the Bereial Banks, on the Slst December, in each 
year, from 1837 to 1846, indnsire : — 

Year. Total. 

£. s. d. 

1837 427,432 11 8 

1838 520,127 11 5 

1830 516,069 IS 7 

1840 - . - - 397,581 13 9 
1S41 462,624 17 9 
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Y«tt ToU. 

£• I. d. 

1842 475,389 18 8 

1848 4S3,»7S 5 

1844 £59,983 I 

1845 - - - - ' - 855,168 9 3 

1846 ----- 827,306 19 4 

Stdket Mabeetb. — Sept. 1847. 

Wheal. — This article is deoidodlj on the adrance. Tbe supply 
is now almost entirely confined to importatjons &om the southern 
MtlJemenls, and the oontioned diy weather has so parched np onr 
agricnltnTal distriots that great fears are entertained of the ap- 
proaohtng harrest foUiog short of an arerage crop. The cargo of 
the Mnnford, from Lanneeston, has, we undentaad, been sold at 
Am, 6d. per bnshel. 

Flour. — The high price of wheat, and the prospects generally 
thronghont the country, are evident aymptoms of an immediate 
adrance in the prioe of this article. The millerB still quote £13 
per ton cash, as the prioe of the best quality. 

Bread. — The tw»-poiind loaf still sella for S^d. by all reepectabte 
bakers. 

Bnm.— This article is in demand at lOd. per bnshel. 

fuetHf.— No. 1, cabin, 19i. per cwt. ] No. 2, ship, 15i. per cwt. 

Jfmw remains unaltered — la. 6d. ta Is. 8d. per bnshel. 

Fodder. — The supply of hay during the week amounted to 100 
loads J no alteration has taken place in the price, 3t. 6d. to 4t. 6d. 
per cwt. by the load. Straw and green bedding remain as last 
quoted. A rise of 2d. per donn has taken place in the article of 
grass, owing to the oontinuanee of the diy weather, 

VegtifAUi are becoming scarce, and a progressiTe rise taking 
place iu the prices. Potatoes maintain their former price, £e to .£9 
per ton for Tan Dieman's Land, and £B 10<. to £i for honte 
grown. 

FntU. — Oranges and lemons are the only articles worth naming 
under this head. The supply oonsisted of thirty-three loads, which 
realised, aeeording to quality, id. to 6d per doien. A few apples 
faun Tan Dieman's Land were in the market, and fetched XI pet 
bosheL 

Ikrirjr iVocIttM.— Thirty-flre ewl of butter was brought to the 
market^ where the settler realised 8<f. to 8jtf.j of cheese about a 
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ton and a half, avenging id. ; and of baoon and hams three qnarton 
of a ton, realiied Hd. per lb. Eggs fetched from erf. to 7d. pet 

Fmltry. Nine loads hare pwd daefi at the market. Geeee 

realiie 6»., dneka 4*., and fowla 2t. to 3*. per couple j eggs may be 
quoted at 8d. per doien. 

Act Jor regulating tJu Sale of WatU Land leUmging to the Crvan 
in the Australian Oolonitt. [22nd June, 1842.] 

Whbreab it is expedient that an noifbrm ^tem of disposing rf 
the waste lands of the Crown in the Anstr^ian colonies should be 
established : be it enacted by the Queen's most Excellent M^esty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritnal and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament anembled, 
and by the authority of the same, that within the Anstralian 
oolonies the waste lands of the Crown shall be disposed of in the 
manner and according to the regulations hereinafter prescribed, and 
not otherwise. 

JI. And be it enacted, that the waste huids of the Crown in the 
Australian oolonies ahail not, save as hereinafter excepted, be con* 
Teyed or alienated by Her Majesty, or by any person or persona 
acting on the behalf or under the anthority of Her Majesty, either 
IS fee simple or for any leaa estate or interest^ unless such convey- 
ance or alienation be made by way of sale, nor unless such e»le« 
be conducted in the manner and according to the regulations here- 
inafter prescribed. 

III. Provided always, and bo it enacted, that nothing in this 
Act contuned shall extend or be construed to extend to prevent 
Her Majesty, or any person or persons acting on the behalf or 
under the authority of Her Majesty, from excepting from sale, 
and either leserviug to Her Majesty, her heirs and eucceeson, or 
disposing of in each other manner as for the public interest may 
seem best, such lauds as may be required ibr public roads or other 
internal commanicationa, whether by land or water, or for the ase 
or benefit of the aboriginal inhabitants of the country, or for pur- 
poses of military defence, or as the aitea of places of public worship, 
schools, or other pnblic buildings, or as places for the interraent of 
the dead, or places for the recreation and amnsement of the inha- 
bitants of any town or village, or as tlie sites of public quays or 
landing places on the sea-coast or shores of navigable streams, or 
for any other purpose of public safety, convenienoe, health, or 
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enjoyment; and proTided also, tlutt notbing in this Act contained 
shall extend or be conetnied to extend to prevent Her Majesty, or 
any pereon or persone acting on her behalf or nuder the anthoritj 
of Her Majesty, from fulfilling any promise or engagement made 
or hereafter to be made by or on the behalf of Her Majesty in 
&TOnr of any military or naval Bettlera in the said colonies respec- 
tively, in pnnniance of any regulations made by Her Majest/a 
anthority in &voDr or for the benefit of any snoh settlers. 

IV. And be it enacted, that, save as hereinafter is excepted in 
referenee to Uochs of twenty thonsand acres of land or upwards, 
no waste lands of the Crown in any of the said colonies sfaalt be 
so conveyed or alienated as aforesaid nntil the same shall have 
been surveyed, and shall have been delineated in the public charts 
ef snoh colony, in such lots as shall be subsequently offered and 
put up for sale, which lots shall in no case, save as aforesaid, con- 
tain an area exceeding one superficial square mile. 

V. And be it enacted, that, nnder and snbjeot to the varioos 
pievisioDS and regnlations hereinafter contained, the Oovemor for 
the time being of each of tiie said oolonies is hereby anthoriEed and 
required, in the name and on the behalf of Her Majesty, to convey 
and alienate in. fee simple, or for any less estate or interest, to the 
purchaser or purchasers thereof, any waste lands of the Crown in 
any such colony, which conveyances or alienations shall be made 
in such forms and with snoh solemnities as shall from time to time 
be prescribed by Her Majesty, and being so made shall be valid 
and effoctnal in the law to tranefer to and to vest in possession in 
any such purchaser or purohasere any such lands as aforesaid, for 
any snoh estate or interest as by any sncb coureyance as aforesaid 
shall be granted to him, her, or them. 

VI. And be it enacted, that once at the least in each of the four 
nsnal quarters of the year, and on as many other occasions as to 
tho Governor for the time being <d any such colony shall seem 
meet, there shall be holden one or more public sales by auction of 
the waste lands of the Crown within snch colonyj and that eveij 
snoh Oovemor shall, by proclamation or proclamations, to be from 
time to time by him for that purpose made in manner hereinafter 
mentioned, declare with all practicable precision the times and the 
places at which snoh auctions will be holden, and what are the 
lands to be offered for sale at each of such auctions, and what are 
the upset prices at which tiiey will be offered for sale ; and it shall 
not be kwfnl tn any moli Goremor to sell or cause to be sold «iy 
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•ooh lands, shIbm Uic^ shall have been specified aa abont to ba 
offeEad for eale by sncb pioelBmation as afoneaid, iaaned at soina 
time withia three oaleadar months next preceding the actnal sale 
thereof. 

VII. And be it enacted, that in ereiy siioh proclamation as 
aforesaid the lands specified therein as abont to be offered for sale 
■hall be diatingiushed into three separate classes, the first of whidi 
shall be deecribed as town lots, the second of which shall be de- 
■eribed as snbnrban lots, and the third of which shall be described 
as country lots ; and within the first of the said classes shall be 
•omprised all lands situate within the limits of any existing town 
to be in that behalf especially named and described by the Go- 
▼emor, or within any locality to be designated by the Goreniar aa 
the ette of any town to be thereon erected ; and within the second 
of the said classes shall be comprised all lands situate within the 
distance of five miles from the nearest point of any existing or 
eontemplated town, nnlese in any case the GoTomor for the time 
being -of any snch colony shall see fit to exclude any snch last- 
mentioned lands from the sud class of suburban lots, on the ground 
that they will not in his judgment derive any increased Talne from 
their Tiwnity to any such town ; and within the third of the said 
olasses shall be comprised all lands not comprised within the sud 
first and second classes ; prOTided nererthelese, that nothing herein 
oontained shall extend or be eonsbned to extend to prevent the 
putting up ior sale of lands of any one or m(a« of the said classM 
^Mtrt tiom lands of both or either of the other clames. 

YIII. And be it enacted, that none of the wastA landd cf the 
Ciown shall be sold at any such anotion in any of the said ooloniea 
unless the sum of one pound at the least for each aore of each land 
be thrai and there offered for the same, which sum of one pound per 
aore shall be the lowest upset price of any of the waste lands of 
the Crown in any of the said colonies, bnt which lowest tpeet 
price shall be liable to be from time to time raised in any ndi 
eoloay in manner heninafter mentioned. 

IX. And be it enacted, that it shall be lawful Jar the Gkirerbor 
of any such colony, at bis disoretion, by any soeh proclamation or 
proclamations as aforesaid, to raise the lowest npeet price of the 
waste lands of the Ciown in any snch colony ; and it shall be 
lawful for Her Uajaety, fay any instmotions addroseed to fcay Aeh 
QoTemoT nnder Her H^eaty's signet and sign mannkl, witk the 
adriee of Her M^eety's Priry Council, aitW to niaa tha lolreat 
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vpset price of the wwrte Unds of the Crovn m any raoli colony, or 
to dinUlow and redaoe Inok, either irhoUy or in part, any inoreMO 
•f the - raid npeet price which, in exeroiae of the authority hereby 
▼ested in him, any anch Goremor may, in manner aforesaid, have 
aoadeof the said 'apaet price, by any snch proclamation or procla- 
mations as aforesaid; provided always, that no ench iDstmctiona 
reducing the lowest npset price of laud as raised by any anch pro- 
clamation or proclamations shall be so isened as aforenid by Her 
Hajeafy after the lapse of six months from the receipt by one of 
Her Majesty's Prindpat Secretaries of State from anch GoTemor of 
a transcript of any anch proclamation ; provided also, that if auoh 
upset prioe be so rednced by Her Majeaty ae aforeeaid, and if any 
person ahall in the meanwhile hare pnrcbased of the Grown any 
landa not being town or anbnrhan lots or special lota, it shall be 
lawful for the Governor either to return to such person the diffe- 
rence between the lowest npset price named by the Governor and 
the amount to which enob lowest upset price shall bare been re- 
duced by Her Majesty, or to grant to such person or penons lands 
equal in value to the said difference. 

X. And be it enacted, that it shall not be competent to the 
Goremor of any snch colony, nor, save as aforesEud, to Her Ma- 
jesty, to rednce the amount to which, in manner aforesaid, the 
lowest upset price of lands within snch colony may at any time 
have been so increased by anch Governor or by Her Majesty. 

XI. And be it enaot«d, that in respect of any part not exceeding 
on»-tenth of the whole of the landa of the third class for the first 
tJme offered for sale at any snob anctions as aforesaid it shall be 
lawfnl for any snch Governor, by any such proclamation or procla- 
mations as aforesaid, to name an upset price higher than the lowest 
upset price of waste lands in the colony, and snob excepted lands 
of the third class shall be designated as "special oountiy lotsj* 
and that in respect of any lot or lots oonrisUng of lands either of 
the Brat or of the second classes, to be comprised in any snch salei^ 
it shall be lawfnl for the Goremor for the time being to fix tlu 
upset price of any such lot or lota at any sum exceeding the lowest 
npset price of waste lands within the colony in which the sams 
may be situated, and from to time to raise or lower, as to him nay 
seem requisite for the public inteiests, tiie price of such lota eon* 
slating of lands of the first or the second cloaa, ao always that snch 
npset priee shall never be less than the lowmt upeat prioa of waste 
lands within the said colony. 
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XII. Anii be it enaotad, tliat no land compiised in tbe said 6rst 
OT second olasaes ahail be Bold in any of the aaid ooloniw otlierwise 
tbftu by public auction ; bnt that an j lands comprised in the third 
of tbe said classes shall and nuiy be sold hy the Goremor for tbo 
time being of the colony within which the same are eitnate bj- 
priraie contract, if the same shall first have been put np to pablio 
■notion in manner aforesaid, and shall not have been sold at 8a<^ 
anction ; provided that no ench land shall be sold by any anoli 
pnTate contract for less than the npset price at which the same 'waa 
last pnt ap for sale by aaotion, or if any bidding above that price 
was made for the same at snob last preceding anction, then at less 
than the amoant of snch bidding, after deducting the amount of 
any deposit that may have been paid thereon: provided also, that 
if between any two snccessive sales by anction an increase shall in 
manner afotsttud Itave been made of the npset price of lands, no 
land affected by snch increase shall Bnbeet|nently be sold by prirata 
contract until after the same shall again have been put np to safe 
by auction at such increased upset price. 

XIII. And be it enacted, that no waste lands of the Crown shall 
be sold in any snch colony by any such private contract as afore- 
said except for ready money, to be paid at the signtng of sndi 
oontraot ; and that no waste lands of the Crown shall be sold at 
any such public auction as aforesaid unless on condition of pa3riiig 
at the time cf the sale, in ready money, a deposit, the amount of 
which shall be fixed by any snch proclamation or proclamations aa 
aforesud, at not lees than one-tenth of tbe whole price, nor unless 
the purchaser or purchasers shall contract to pay the reudue of 
snch price within one calendar month next after the time of such 
sale by auction, and shall further contraot, that on iulnre of such 
payment the deposits shall be forfeited, and that the contraot shall 
be thenceforward null and void. 

XIV. And be it enaotod, that by any proclamation or proola- 
matioDB to be from time to time for that purpose issued by the 
Governor of any such colony, in the manner hereinafter mentioned, 
it shall be lawful for him to divide such colony, for the pnrposea 
hereinafter mentioned, into any nnmber of territorial divisions not 
exceeding four; and for the purposes and within the meaning of 
this present Act, but for no other purpose, each of such territorial 
divisions shall be considered as a distinct and separate oolwy, 
saving only that as regards the appropriation hereinafter directed 
of a certain portjon of the proceeds of sales of hwd to the tntoo- 
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■Inotion of amigrsnts from the United Kingdom, it shall be saffloient 
tiat inoh emignnte be introduced into any part of the entire 
eolony, 'withoat refetenoe to the territorial division in which andi 
prooeeda of sales may bare aoomed ; and proTided always, that it 
ahall be lawfal for Her Majesty, by any ingtraotioni to be issaed 
by Her Miyesfy in manner before-mentioned, to disallow and annul 
any snob proolamatiou or proclamations j provided that mieh in- 
atmotiona be iaaoed within six calendar months next after the re- 
ceipt by one of Her Majesty's Principal Secretaries of State, ^m 
BDch Governor, of the transcript of snch pioolamation; provided 
alao, that snch instinctions shall take efiM within the sud colony 
upon the receipt thereof by the said Governor, and not before. 

XV. And be it enacted, that if any persos or persona shall offer 
to purchase from the Governor of any snob colony, by private con- 
tract, uiy block of nnsorveyed land comprising twenty tfaonaand 
aerea or more, and forming, aa nearly aa tho natural landmarks of 
the oonn try vrill admit, a paraUelogram, of which no one nde shall be 
more than twice the length of any other side, it ahall be lawM 
fiir the Governor, by any aach private contract, to effect any each 
sale, on such terma and conditions as to him shall seem meet, pro- 
vided that sooh landa be not sold for less than the lowest npeet 
priee of landa per aero in the colony in which the same may be 
aitnated, and provided that the poicbaser or pnrchasera of any such 
landa shall not be entitled to uiy snrrey thereof, except so far aa 
may be neoessary to ascertain the external marka and bounds 
tiiereof. 

XVI. And whereas it may be convenient that means should be 
provided for the payment within the United Kingdom of the pnt- 
ohaae money of waste lands of the Crown within the aaid colonies ; 
and whereaa by a warrant under Her Majeaty'a sign mannal, bearing 
date on the tenth day of January, one thonsand eight hundred and 
forty. Her M^eaty waa pleased to appoint certain peraons therein 
named to b^ during Her Majesty's pleaeoie, Commiadoners, in the 
United Kingdom, for the sale c^ the waste lands of the Crown in 
Her Majesty's colonies, and for superintending the emigration of 
Her Majesty's aubjecta to anoh colonies ; be it therefore enacted, 
that if any person or persons ahall pay, for the purchase of waste 
lands of the Crown in any of Her Majesty's Australian colonies, 
any sum or sums of money to the Commissioners of Her Majesty's 
treaauiy of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, or 
to any person or persona to be appointed by the said Conuniasionera 
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of Ket Maja^B Tntmry, or any three of then, to raoeire tfae 
(ante, the said CommiHionen of colonial landa Bod eBtgmti<ni tat 
the time being we hereby aatbotiied ami requited, mbjeot to saA 
rule* » ahall be presoribod for their gnidxsoe in that req>eet hj 
the Commusionan of Har Majesty'B Treasoiy, to gruit, nodei theit 
hftnda and aetH of office, oeitifioatea to any sDch pnTohasBr ot 
pnrchaeera of the amonnt of any mch paymente, irhich oerti- 
fioatea shall, on prodnotion thereof to the Goremor for the time 
being of any sach colony, be reoeired by him aa equivalent to the 
amount of money for which the same shall respectively be given, a6 
Car and only aa br aa the aame may be tendered to snch Oovemot 
in payment for the prioe of any waate lands of the Crown to be 
there porchaaed, either at pnblio anotion or by private contract, in 
the manner and anbject to the regnlationa by Ma present Act pre- 
■cribed in reapect of such purohaaera. 

XVII. And be it enaoted, that nothing herein contained shall 
•xtend or be oonatnied to extend to prevent the Governor of any of 
the aaid eolonias firom granting to any peraon or persons a lioenoa 
for the oecnpation, for any time not exceeding twelve calendar 
month! &om the date thereof, of any waste lands of the Crown in 
any troeh colony, or a licence for felling, removing, and eelling the 
timber growing on any anch lands ; and that no snob lands diall b6 
sold until after tiie expiration of Uie lioenoe for the ooospation of 
the same. 

XVIII. And be it enB0t«d, that all charges iriiioh ahall bh 
incnrred in any of the Anstralian eoloniea for the expense of the 
aurvey and management of the waste lands of the Crown therein, 
or for effecting snob sales by anction or by private contract, or 
otlierwiae in carrying into effect the provisions of this preeent Act 
within any such colony, shall in the first instance be chaigeaUh 
upon and definyed from the proceeds of sales of waste lands, nnlesB 
proviattm dudl otiierwise be made for defraying anch charges by 
any law or ordinance to be enaoted by the local legislature of any 
eolony. 

XIX. And be it enacted, ^t, anbject to the charge above men- 
tiened, the groaa proceeds of the sales of the waste lands of the 
Crown in each of the sud colonies shall be ^piopriated and applied 
to the public aervice of tba aaid eoloniea respectively, in sncli 
manner as Her Hajeaty, or the Commiaiioners of Her Hajeaty's 
Treoaury, or any three of them, shall £rom time to time direct : Pro- 
vided always, that one etjnal half part at leaat of snob groas |aooeeds 
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■hall be and tlifl nnw ia bereb; B{^ropriated towda de&uying the 
ezpeuH of the lemoTKl from the United Kingdom to the ooloaf 
wherein mob rerenne aoeroedof einigraiitonotpoiw<wing tbameiie 
of dtfrtkyiag ths expeiue of their own emigratioa tiiither, whidi 
money shftll be expended by the ConvoiBsioneis of Her Hajeaty's 
TroMo^, or by snob penon or penona u thalL be authoriBd by 
thran to expend the nine, but rabjeot to aneh legnlationi reguding 
the aelectiou of emigruits, the meaos to be prorided for their oimi>- 
veyanoe, and Uuir aaperintendenoe during the royage to the eolony 
to which they an deatined, and for their reoeption and Brttlament ia 
that colony, aa Aail from time to time be preeoribed by Hec 
Majesty in h«r Privy Council, or through one of Her Majesty's 
Principal SeorelarieB of State, to Hie Gorenior of moh napeottre 
eoloniea, and to the CominissioDeis for the time being of colonial 
landa and emigtatioa. 

XX. Prorided always, and be it enacted, that nothing Letmn 
contained ahall affect or be conatiued to affect any oontraol, oc to 
prevent the fulfilment of any proauM oi engagement, made by or on 
the behalf of Har Majeaty with reaped to any lands aitoate in any 
of the aaid colonies in caaen where su^ contsaota, jHomisas, or 
engagementa shall have been lawfully made before the time at which 
dua Act shall take effect iu any auch colony. 

XXI. And be it enacted, that this Act ahall take effect and hare 
the force of law in eadi of the Aastialian colonies troai the day 
of the ittceipt of a eopy thereof by the QoTemor of such oolony, 
which day such QoTemor ahall certify and mate known to the 
inhabitanta of auch colony by a proclamation, to be by him for that 
purpose forthwith iaaned. 

XXII. And be it enacted, that by the words " Aoatralian tsior 
niea," as employed in this Aot, an intended and deeoribed the 
colonies of New South Wales, Van Dieman'e Land, South Austria, 
and Western AoatnUia, and New Zealand, with their re^eotire 
dspeodenciee, aa ancfa eoloniea are now or ahall hereafter be defined 
and limited, wid alao any oUier colonies which may hereafter be 
established within any of the *»i«tiBg limits of the said five 00I4- 
nies, unless it shall in any caae aeem fit to Her Majesty, by an^ 
instrument under the Great Seal by which any auch neir ool<my 
nay be founded, to poatpone, wther for any period to be thu^ 
limited, or indefinitely, aa to Her Majesty shall seem meet, the tiow 
at whioh this Act shall take efieot witftin amy such new eolony, ia 
which .case thta Aot ahall take efieot therain from the tine to hia w 
limited by each Commiaaion, and not before. 
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XXIII. And be it enuted, thftt by the word " GoTernor," u 
employed in the present Aot, ia intended aai described tiio pemon 
who for the time being shall be lawfolly administAring the Govein- 
ment of any of the said coloniea respeotiTely; and that the serenl 
proolamations which the CfoTemora of the said respective eoloniea 
an hereby authoriied to issne shall be so iasned by him under the 
pablio seal of the colony, and shall be made public in the meet 
anthentio and formal manner in om in any snob colony ; and that by 
ttie words " waste lands of the Crown," as used in the present Aet, 
are intended and described any lands sitnate therein, and which oov 
are or shall hereafter be Tested in Her Hajeety, her heiis and 
sooceeson, and which have not been already granted or lawfully 
contracted to be granted to any peraoii or persons b fee simple, or 
for an estate of freehold, or for a term of years, and witich hara 
not been dedicated and set apart for some public use. 

XXIV. And be it enaeted, that tlus Act may be altered or 
amended during the present session of Parliament. 



An Act to amend an Act for regvlating CA< Salt of Watte Land 
hdonging to the Crown in the Amtralian Coloniet, and to make 
fuTiher provition for the Manaffemmt thereof. [26th Angnst^ 
1846.] 
Whibbab it is expedient to make further regulations reqieeling 
the ooonpation of tbe waste lands belonging to the Crown in tbe 
eolonies of New South Wales, South Australia, and Western Aot- 
tialia, and for that purpose to r^»eal so much of an Aot passed in 
the session of Parliament holden in the fifth and sixth year of Her 
Majesty's reign, intituled " An Act for regnlating the sale of Waste 
Lands belonging to the Crown in Uie AnstrsJian Colonies," as would 
prevent sndi nignlations from taking effect : be it thetefbre enacted 
by the Queen's Host excellent Majesty, by and with the adriee 
and consent of the Lords spiritual and temporal, and Commons, in 
this present Parliament assembled, and by the antliority of the same, 
that it AM and may be lawful for Her Majes^ to demise for any 
tonn of years not exceeding fonrteen, to any perecm or persons, nty 
mute lands of the Crown in the colonies of New Sonth Wale^ 
Sonth Australia, and Western Australia, or to grant to any person 
or persons a licence for the occupation for any term of years not 
exceeding fourteen, of any waste lands, and to leserre upon snch 
demise or licence any such rent or pecuniary or other service, and 
to iaawt therein sneh conditions and clauses of forfeiture, as shall in 
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nanser heniinftdr mentioned be preseribed and anthoriied, any- 
thing in the »id reoited Aet to the contrary in anywise notwitb- 
■taoding: pronded alwaje, that every sneh demiee or lieraoe 
dull be made or granted tabjeot to the mlee and rvgnlationa heie> 
ioafter proTided for. 

II. And be it enacted, that tiie rent or peonniary serrioe so 
TOMired on any twAi demiae or lieenoe as aforesaid sbftll be appli- 
cable to raeh uid the same purposes only, and ehall be applied in 
racb and the same manner, as the snms prodnced by the sale of 
lands effeoted under the authority and in poTsaanoe of the said 
recited Act 

IIT. And whereas it may be necessary that efTectnal prorision 
ehonld be made for protecting such waste lands as aforesaid from 
being occupied nithont anthority, and also for dispossessing any 
person in the oconpation of any sneh waste lands as aforesaid, in case 
of the forfeitnre of any such demise or licence, or in case of the farcaoh 
or non-performance of the eonditi<»is tliereof, or in case of the 
holding over by any snob person or persons ^ter the expiration of 
any snch demise or licence, or after the end of the term for which 
the same may have been granted or made; be it enacted, that on 
information in writing for that purpose preferred by the Governor 
for the time being of any sooh colony as aforesaid, or by any 
person authorised by any such Governor on that behalf, to any 
Justice of the Peace acting in and for any of the colonies aa afore- 
said, or in any and for any county or other district thereof, setting 
forth that any person or persons ia or are in the unlawful ooenpfr- 
tion of any of the waste lands of the Crown in any snch colony, or 
is or are in the oeccpatiun of any snch lands in virtue or nnder 
colour of any such demise or licence as aforesaid, although such 
demise or licence had been forfeited, or although the conditions 
thereof had been broken or nnfalGlled, or although such demise or 
licence had expired, or although the term for which the same had 
been granted or made had come te an end, it diall be the duty of 
Buch Justice to issue bis summons for the appotranoc before any two 
Justices of the Peace, at a place and a time therein te be specified, of 
the person or persons against whom any snch complMnt shall be so 
mad^ and at the time and place so to be specified, such two Justices 
(on the appearance of the person or persons charged, or on due 
proof of the service on him, her, or them, or at his, her, or their 
nsnal place of abode, of any such summons,) shall proceed to hear 
and inquire of the troth of the matter and things which may be 
VOL. II. 2 c 
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allied in any «do1i inforaution, anl en balng ntiafitd sf tiia trath 
thenof, either hj the adnuMion of the penon or persou ehmiged, 
•r Ml other good and nffioietit eriJetioe, the aaid Jnstioet ahell imie 
under their hand a warrant addreesed to tha Sheriff or Deputy 
Sheriff, or GonunlBsioner, or other officer of the colony or diatriel 
uting for or on behalf of Her Majeety, oommanding and reqDiriiig 
him forthwiUi to dtiposeeai and remore any snoh person or penone 
from any enofa waste lande of the Crown, as aforeeaid, and to take 
poMeaiion of the same for or on hehalf of Her Hajesty; and It 
■hall be the dnty of any mob Sheriff, Deputy Sheriff, Commiarioner, 
or other snoh officer as aforesaid, to cany such warrant fordiwith 
into ezeontion, according to the tenor and exigency thereof: pro- 
Tided alwaye, that nothing hereinbefore oont^ned ehall ^^«id to 
any person having oceupied waste lands within the benndaiy of 
location wlthont intermption, for the space of twenty years next 
before the passing of this Act. 

IV. And be it enacted, that from and after the day when thie 
Act shall come into effect in the manner hereinafter mentioned, any 
person, unless claiming under a sale or demise from Her Hajeaty, 
or from some person acting In the name and on behalf of Her 
Majesty, who shall be fonnd oocupying any waste lands of the 
Crown in any of the colonies aforesaid, either by residing or by erect- 
ing any hnt or bnilding thereon, or by clearing, eneloeing^ or eulti- 
Tating any part thereof, or who shall depasture any cattle thereon, 
and who shall not preTiously hare obtained a tioenoe from the said 
GoTemor for the occupation of such lands, or who shall occupy or 
depasture u aforesaid, after such licence shall hare been determined 
by forfeitnre or otherwise, ehall be liable on conrtction thereof to 
tiie penalties following: that is to say, for the first offence, a sum 
Dot exceeding ten pounds, for the second offence, a snm not exoeed- 
ing twenty ponnds, nor less than ten pounds, and for the third or 
any snbsequent ofllence, a sum not exceeding fifty poonds, nor leas 
than twenty pounds: provided always, that no information shall 
he laid or brought for any second or snbseqnent offence nntil the 
expiration of fourteen clear days &om the date of the prerione 
oonriction. 

V. And be it enacted, that the penalties hereinbefore imposed 
shall be recorered in a eummary way before any cme or more 
Justice or Justices of the Peace, upon Uie information or complaint 
on oath of the Ooremor for the time being of such colony as afeie- 
sud, or of any person autfaoriied by any such Goremor on that behalf. 
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TI. And irliehas it mvy be expedient that rarloila mlee And 
n^fttioiu should be m&de reapeoting the mOM efiMiUtlly nukitig 
demiMB or llcenoee for the tenn aforesaid of any such waste 1and< 
M aforesaid, and respecting the reserration on Huoh demises or 
licences of any such or pecuniary services, and reepeottng the In- 
sertion therein of saoh conditions and clauses of fotfbitnre as ^ore* 
taid; and respecting the dirlsion of the said colonies into districts, 
within which alone snch domlBea or licences may be made to take 
effect, and reepeoting the renewal of any snob demises oz Uoences, and 
respecting the conflioting claims of different persona toObtaln any 
snob demise or licence, and rospeoting any right of pre-emption 
which it may be proper to give to the holders of any saoh demise 
or licence, and respecting the forfeiture of any snoh demises or 
lIoeDceeon tbeconTiotionof any holders thereof of certain offenoes in 
any sncb colony, and respecting any other matters and things which 
may be requisite, either for carrying into more complete effect the 
occapatlon in manner aforesaid of sooh waste lands as afbreeaid, or 
for preventing the abuses Incident thereto; be it enacted, that It 
shall be lawful for Her Majesty, by any Order or Orders in Conndl, 
to make and establish all such mles and regulations as to tier 
Majesty shall seem meet for the purposes aforesaid, or for any of 
them, and any snch rules and regulations, again to repeal, renew, 
alter, and amend, and (hat all such Orders in Council shall have 
the force and effect of law In the colonies aforesaid: Provided 
always, that nothing herein contained shall bo construed to autho- 
rize the sale of any waste lands in tbe eud colonies, otherwiBB than 
in conformity witb the provision of the said Act, except to porsooS 
who shall be in actual occupation thereof under such demise or 
licence as aforesaid ; or to anthorize the sale of any such lauds for a 
lower price than the minimum price at that time eBtabUsbed therein 
by the authority of the said recited Act; Provided also, that all sDch 
Orders In Council shall be laid before Parliament within one month 
from the day of tbe date thereof respectively, if Parliament shall then 
be in session, or If not, then within one month next after the com- 
mencement of the then next ensuing session of Parliament, and that 
no snch order, repealing, renewing, altering, or amending any snch 
former order, shall be of any force or effect tilt the lapse of six 
months next after such repealing, renewing, ^tering, or amending 
order shall have been so laid before Parliament ; and that all such 
Orders in Council shall be published forthwith in the London. 
Stuette. 

2c2 
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yil. And for the pTotoetion of penone uting in execntioa of 
this Act: be it enacted, that all actions or other prooeedingt for 
anything done under thia Aet ehall be commenced within six 
calendar months after tfae matter complained of was committed, and 
not othervriae; and notice in writing of nioh action, and the canae 
thereof, ahall be giren to the defendant one calendar month at least 
before the commeneement of the action ; and in erery sach action 
the defendant may plead the geneiral ioane, and give this Act and 
the special matter in evidence, at any trial to be had thereupon ; 
and no plaintiff shall recover in any sncli action if tender of toffl- 
dent amends shall have been made before each action was broogbt, 
or if a sufficient snm of money shall have been paid into Conrt after 
anch action bron^t, by or ou behalf of the doTendant, together with 
costs incnrred up to that time; and if a verdict ahall paaa before 
the defendant^ or the plaintiff become nonsuited, or discontinue snch 
actios after issue joined, or if, upon demurrer or otherwise, judg- 
ment shall be given against the plaintiff, the defendant shall recover 
hia fa\l coata aa between attorney and client, and have the like 
remedy for the aune, aa any defendant hath by law in other oaees; 
and althoQgh a verdict shall be given for the pluntiff in snch 
action, such plaintiff shall not have coata against the defendant 
nnleas the Judge before whom the trial ahall be shall certify hia 
qtprobation of the action, and of the verdict obtained thereupon. 

VIII. And be it enacted, that no order, judgment, or other pro- 
ceeding made touching or concerning the matters aforesaid, or 
touching and conoeming the conviction of any offender or offenders 
against thia Act, ahall be quaahed or vacated for want of form only, 
or be removed or removeable by certiorari, or any writ or process 
whataoever, into any auperior Conrt of Jnriadiction in any such 

IX, And be it enacted, that the word " Oovamor," as employed 
in this Act, is intended to describe the officer for the time being 
admiuiatering the Qovemment of any of the colonies aforesaid; 
and the words " Waste Landa of the Crown," as employed in this 
Act, are intended to describe any lands in the said colonies whether 
within or without the limits allotted to settlers for location, and 
which now are or hereafter ahall be vested in Her Majesty, her 
heirs and eucceaaors, and which have not been already granted or 
lawfully contracted to be granted by Her Majesty, her heirs and 
■noceasors, to any other person or persona in fee simple, and which 
have not been dedicated or aet apart fur aome public use. 
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X. And be it enaeted, that it ehall and may be lawful for Hei 
Majeety, by any snob Order in Conooil as aforesaid, to delegate to 
the GoTemor of any of tbe Culoniea aforesaid (on aacb eonditione as 
Her Majesty shall eee Bt to impose) all or any of tbe powers hereby 
vested in Her Majesty, sareonly so far as respects tbe powers so to 
be exercised by Her Majesty as aforesaid, by and with the advice (tf 
Her Privy Coanoil. 

XI. And be it enacted, that from and after the paesing of this 
Act, the said recited Act shall not apply to land sitnate in tbe 
eolony of New Zealand: Provided norertbeless, that nothing here- 
in contained shall extend to invalidate any act done in tbe said 
colony, in pntsaanoe of tbe said recited Act, before, or within one 
month after the passing of this Act shall have been made known by 
Proclamation by Uie Ctovemor of tbe said colony to tbe inhabitants 
tWeoL 

XII. And be it enacted, that the sud recited Act, bo far as it is 
repDgnant to this present Act, or would prevent the «z»cntioa 
thereof, shall be and tbe same is hereby repealed. 

XIII. And be it enacted, that this Act shall take effect and hare 
the force of law in each of tbe sud colonies of New Sonth Wales, 
Sontberu ADstTalia,'and Western Australia, from and a^r a day to 
be specified by the Governor of each of sach colonies in some Pro- 
clamation to be issued by bim for that purpose. 



OftnxHfl m ComoiL fob cuuitino out Thk Waste Lands Act. 
At the Court at Osborne House, Isle of Wight, the 9th day of 

Han^b, 1S47. 
Present :— Tbe Qneen's Most Excellent Majesty, His Royal High- 
ness Prince Albert, Lord President, Lord Privy Seal, Lord 
Chamberl«n, Earl of Auckland, Viscount Palmerston, Bishop 
of London, Lord Campbell. 
Whsrkab by an Act passed in the present year of Her Majesty, 
intilnled "An Act to amend an Act for regulating the Sale of 
Waste Land belonging to the Crown in the Australian Colonies, and 
to make further provision for tbe management thereof," after 
reciting that it mif^t be expedient that various roles and regula- 
tions should be made respecting tbe more effectually making 
demises or licences for any l«rm of yean not exceeding fonrteen, of 
any such wast« lands as therein mentioued, and respeeting the 
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Twervation' on mob demites or lUences, of ftny each nnta or other 
psonniwy aerruwB, and reepecting the inMrtion tbereiii of suck eon- 
ditioDB and olatuea of forfeiture aa are iberein mentioned, and. 
reapeeting th« division of the said eolonies into distriota within 
vhiob alone snoh demisee or lieenoee might be made to take effect, 
and respeoting the renewal of any snoh demises or lioenoes, and 
respeoting the conflicting claims of difierent persons to obtain any 
sDoh demise or licence, and respecting any right of pre-emption 
which it might be proper to give to the holders of any such demise 
or licence, and TespeoUog the forfeitnra of any Buah demises oi 
lieenoes, on the eonviction of any holders thereof of certain oSencea 
in any snch colony, and respecting any other matters and things 
which might he reqnisite, eitiier for oanjiog into more complete 
affect the oocopKtion in manner therein mentioned, of snob waeta 
lands as aforesaid, or for preventing the aboBee incident thero^ ; i| 
WM enacted) that it should be lawful for Her M^esty, by any 
Order in Canntul, to make and establish all auoh rules and reguja- 
tions as to Her M^esty shonld seem meet for the purposes afore- 
said, or for any of them, and any such rules and regulations again 
to rppeal, renew, alter, and amend ; and that all such Orders in 
Conneil should have the force and effeet of law in the colonies 
aforesaid. 

And whereas it ia expedient that tbe rules and regulations hera- 
inafter contained, should now be made aud established, for r^n- 
lating the oocnpatiou of the waste lands of the Crown tn the oolony 
of New Bouth Wales, it is bweby ordered by the Queen's Heft 
Excellent Miyestj, by and with the advice of the Privy Cooncil, 
that within the said colony of New Sontb Wales, the rules and 
regulations comprised in the following chapters shall henceforth be 
observed and hare the force and effect of law. 

CHAfTEB I. 
AM TO TBE DIVISION OP THE LANDS IN NEW SODTB VALES. 

Sweden 1. The lands in the colony of New Sontb Wales shall, 
for the purposes of the present order, be considered as divided into 
three classes, and be dealt with accordingly as they may be situated 
in diatriota to be denominated respectively as the settled, the inter- 
^^ediatCi and the unsettled districts. 

Section 2. The settled districts of the colony shall comprehend : — 
Fint — The nineteen oontignoos counties, the boundaries of which 
weis settled and proclaimed bsfoie the lat January, 1838. 
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S«e6Bd — ThA oonntiM or reputed oonntJM of Uaoqnaria uid 
Btaalvj. 

Tliinl— The buda whiob nuy be -within the dietauM of twenty- 
fire mileoi to be meunred or reckoned from any point of the 
eorporate limits of the town of Melboame, in the oountj' of Bouike. 
Fourth — The htnda wbich may be within the distance of fifteen 
milee from any point of the ontward Umite of the town of Qeelong, 
in the county of Grant. 

Fifth — The lands whioh may tie within the distance of ten miles 
from any point of the oatw»rd limits of each of the fbUowing towns 
»i townehipB, viz. :— 

Portland, in the coanty.of Normsnhy. Alberton, in tlie distiiot 
of Qtpps Land. Edes, in the county of Auckland. Bathnrst, in 
the connty of Roxbn^h. Wellington, in the ooant^ of the same 
name. 

. The town which haa been established at the head of the nariga- 
tion of the rirer Clarence. 

The town of Haeqaarie, in Uie oonnty of Haoqoarie. 
The town of Ipswich, in the county of Stanley. 
Sixth — The lands which may lie within the distance of three miles 
from any part of the sea, thtonghout the extent of the colony, 
measured in a strait line. 

Seventh — The lands which may lie within the distance of two 
miles from either of the two opposite banks of any of the following 
rivers, Tit : — 

The Glenelg, from a point to be Axed by the Goremor, not lower 
than where the Glenelg reeeireB the waters of the Crawford, nor 
higher than where it reoeivee the waters of the Wannon. 

The Clarence, from a point to be fixed by the Governor, at a 
distance not less than ten miles above the Government township, 
at the head of the navigation, and not less than fifty miles from the 
aea (meaenred in a strught line). 

The river now known by the name of the Richmond, from a 
point to be fixed by the Governor, at a distance not less titan 
twenty miles from the sea, meaouted along the coarse of the river. 
Section S. As to the intermeiUate districts. 
The intArmediate districts shall comprehend the lands lying 
within the coonties or reputed cunnties of Bourke, Grant, and 
Nonnanby, in the district of Port Phillip, which are not henin- 
tfitan direeted to be inolnded in the settled lands ; also all the 
lauds in the oonnty or reputed coiuty of Auckland, which are not 
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included in the settled lands as hereinbefore mentioned ; alaa tlie 
entire diatrict of Gipps Land, except the parts included in ths 
Battled landa as hereinbefore mentioned ; also the oonnties, either 
already formed or intended to be formed, between the coontj of 
Auckland and the county of St. Vincent ; also any conniy or coun- 
ties of which the boundaries may be fixed and proclaimed on or 
before the 31st December, 1848. 

Section 4. As to the unsettled districts. 

The unsettled districts shall comprehend alt the lands of New 
South Wales, excepting sach lands as are now, or hereafter law- 
fully may be, comprehended within the limits of the settJed and 
intermediate lands within the said colony. 

Chapter II. 

RULES TO BE IN FORCE WITHIN THE UHSBTTLED DUTBICTS. 

Section 1. It shall be lawfnl for the Governor for the time being 
of the Bud colony, or the officer for the time being administerinjf 
the government of the colony, and he is hereby empowered to 
giant leases of rune of land within the unsettled districts, to sndi 
person or persons, as he shall think lit, for any term or terms of 
years, not exceeding fourteen years in duration, for pastoral pur- 
poses, with permission, neverthelcBs, for the lessee to cnlttvate so 
much of the lands respectively comprised in the said runs as may 
be necessary to provide such grain, hay, vegetables, or fruit, for. the 
use and snppty of the family and establishment of snch lessee, hnt 
not for the purposes of sale or barter; and so, nevertheless, that 
such leases shall in no case prejudice, interrupt, or interfere with 
tbe right of the Governor or other officer for the time being admi- 
nistering tho government of the sud colony to enter upon any of 
the lands comprised in the said leases for any pnrpose of publto 
defence, safety, improvement, convenience, utility, or enjoyment,' 
agreeably to tbe provisions for those purposes contained in th« 
&th section of the second chapter of this Order in Council, or others 
wise. 

Section 2. The rent to be paid for each several ran of land tbail 
be proportioned to tbe namber of sheep, or equivalent number of 
cattle which the mn shall be estimated as capable of carrying, 
according to a scale to be established for tbe pnrpose, by authority 
of tho Governor. Each mn shall be capable of carrying, at least, 
four thousand sheep, or equivalent number of cattle, according to 
the scale aforesaid, and not in any case be let at a lower rant than 
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ten pounds por annnm, to wliiob two pounds ten abilliogs per 
ftBnnm shall be added for ereiy additional thoasand sheep, or 
eqmralent number of cattle, irbicli the run shall be estimated as 
eatable of carrying. 

Section 3. In order to estimate the nnuiber of sheep or cattle 
which each mn will cany, before the i^anting of tlie said lease as 
hereinbefore mentioned, the intended lessee or oocnpier shall name 
a vainer, and the Commissioner of Crown lands shall either act ss 
valuer, or name one to act for him; and these two valuers shall 
have power to choose, if necessary, an nmpire; but if they cannot 
agree in the choice of an umpire, he shall be appointed by the 
Governor, or the officer for the time being administering the 
government of the said colony. 

Section 4. The rents to be paid according to the scale abov»- 
mentioned, are to be reserved exclusirely of any existing Bsseee- 
ments of taxes or rates oa sheep and cattle, and are to be paid 
without abatement on aocoant of the existing or any fntnre assess- 
ments of taxes or rates on sheep and cattle, and in no way to 
interfere with tho ri^t of tJte colonial legislature to impose from 
time to time anch aneasments as may be deemed advisable. 

Section 5. The rent for each mn shall be payable yearly in 
advance, at sneh time and place as shall be respectively specified 
in the lease of the said mn of land. In the event of defiinlt being 
made in payment of the rent, the leaae shall be forfeited, bat the 
lessee shall be permitted to defeat the forfeitote, and prevent ite 
becoming abeolnte and indefeasible, by payment, within sixty days 
from the date of the original rent day, of the fnlL annual rent, with 
the addition of a sum equal to one equal fourth part of the yearly 
rent so due from him, by way of penalty; but Dnleea the whole of the 
said yearly rent, with snob penalty as aforesaid, shall be duly paid 
within the term of sixty days, oonnting &om the original rent day 
inolnsive, tlie lease shall be absolutely and indefeasibly forfeited. 
And it shall be competent to any individual to demand of the 
Governor, or of the offioet for the time being administering the 
government of the colony, or of any officer or officers acting by his 
authority for the premnt pnrpoee, that a fresh lease of the mn so 
forfeited be offered for sale, under the general mle hereinafter 
provided for that purpose in Section 12 of this chapter. 

Section 6. During the continaance of any lease of lands occupied 
as a run, the same shall not be -open to purchase by any other 
person or peroone except the leasee thereof. But it shftU be lawful 
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for the QoTOrnor or tha officer for the time being adminicteriiig tlrt 
gOTemmeat of the Bftid colony, to mII to enoli leteee any of &» 
lands comprised in the lease granted to such leasee, provided that 
the qoantity of the lands sold to suoh lessee shall not be lees than 
one handred and sixty acres, and that the price to be paid for the 
same shall not he below the general minimom price of one ponnd 
for each acre : Prorided also, that if the portion or lot of any such 
ran sold to sooh lessee be lees in extent than three hundred uid 
twenty acres, the expenses of the snrrey of the portion so sold 
dtall be paid by the pDrchaser. 

Section 7. ETery lot to be sold nnd^ the prorisions beforenien- 
tioned shall he subject to the following conditions: — 

First — Each lot mnet be rectangular, unless the featnree of the 
conntiy, or the course of any rirer or stream, render a deriatton 
from the rectangular form neoessary; end in eveiy case, two sides 
ft least of the lot must be direoted to the cardinal poinle of the 
compass. 

Seoond.— The two opposite sides of any stream or watercourse 
which, according to the practice of the department of the Sarveyoi^ 
General, ought to form a boundary between different sections or 
lotci, shall in no case be included in the same lot. 

Third. — No single lot shall hare more than four handred and 
forty yards of water frontage for one hundred and sixty acres, or 
more than a like proportion of water frontage for any qnantity 
greater than one hundred and sixty acres, but the water frontage 
shall be reckoned according to the distance from one extreme point 
thereof to the other in a right tine, and not acoording to the bend- 
ings of the water-course or river ; and the QoTcmur or officer tot 
the time being administering the government of the said udony, 
shall have the right of refusing to sell any lot or lots, in every oata 
where it may appear to him that the sale of such lot or lots respeo- 
^vely, might give an undne command over water required for th« 
lieneficial occupation and cultivation of the lauds adjoining either 
nde of any stream or water-course. 

Beotion'S. It shall be lawful for the Governor or officer for th« 
time being administering the government of the said colony, to 
•zoept ont of any such sale or sales at aforesajd, all such lands as 
it may appear to him expedient to reserve for any of the public 
1UM for which it is enacted by the third clause of the Act passed 
hi the fifth and sixth years of Her JU^esty, chapter 86, intituled 
" Aa Act for regulating the Sate of Waste Lands belonging to th« 
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Crown in tlie Anatiolian Colonies," that \aaia required for pnblio 
nsM mfty be excepted izom sales anthorized by that Act, and if 
there be reason to suppose tbat any of the lands applied for nnder 
the regulations hereby expressed poseees peculiar adTantages, 
whether of water frontage or otherwise, which would render it fit 
that a higher price should be pud for such lands, the QoTemot or 
tlie officer for the time being administering the government of the 
sud colony, or any officer anthorized by bim for the purpose, may 
require the said lands to be Sisseaaed by valuers appointed, in 
manner provided in Section 3 of the second chapter of this Order 
in Council, in order that the value, if estimated by them or their 
umpire at more than one pound per acre, the higher amount may 
be paid for saoh land^ accordingly. 

Section 9. That nothing in these regulations, or in any lease to 
be granted nnder die powers hereby vested in the Governor, ahall 
prevent the said Governor or officer for the time being administer- 
ing the government of tlie said colony, from making grants or sales 
of any lands within the limits of the run or lands comprised in such 
lease, for public purposes, or disposing of in such other manner m 
for the publio interest may seem best, SDoh lands as may be required 
for the sites of churches, schools, or parsonages, or for the oonatruo- 
tion of high roads or railways and railway stations or other 
internal eommunications, whether by land or water, or for the usa 
or benefit of the aboriginal inhabitants of the country, or for pnbljc 
bnildings, or as places for the interment of the dead, or places for 
the recreation and amusement of the inhabitants of any town or 
village, or as the sites of public quays, or landing places on the sea 
coast or shores of navigable streams, or for the purpose of sinking 
•bafts and dicing for coals, iron, copper, lead, or other minerals, 
and effectually working coal, or iron, or copper, lead, or otbet 
minerals, or for any other purpose of public defence, safety, utility, 
convenience, or enjoyment, or for othernise Militating the im- 
provement and settlement of the colony, but so that the quantity 
of land which may be granted ot sold to any railway company 
ahall not exceed in all the rate of one hundred acres for every mile 
thereof in lengtL 

Section 10. That if at any future period a railroad be made 
throngh or near to the districta comprising unsettled lands, all 
kods wiUiin ihe distance of two miles from that lailroftd shall, 
notwithstanding any lease of the ran within which <ach lands shall 
be situated, be liable to be sold at the end of eaob suooeMfre year 
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&om the date of the raid lease; provided that at \e*et sixty days^ ' 
previona notice shall have been giren to the lessee, and so that 
each lessee shall be entitled to all the same conditions, Teserring to 
the prerions lessee the right of pre-emption and the value of im- 
prorements as are hereinafter mentioned, with reference to the cam 
of a sale at the expiration of the full lerm of such lease. 

Section 11, All occnpanta of Crown Lands who shall hare been 
in licensed occupation of the same for at lea^t one year at the time 
when this Order in Conncil shall come into effect, are to be entitled 
to demand leases of their respective mns nnder the present regula- 
tions, within six months from the date of the publication of this 
Order in Conncil by the Ooremor or other officer administering the 
GoTomment of the said colony, but not afterwards; and all occur 
pants who hare been in licensed oconpatinn of their lands for a 
shorter period than the term of one year, shall be entitled, upon the 
expiiatjon of the same term of one year, without having forfeited 
their respective licenses, to demand leases of their respective mns, 
nnder the regnlationa herein contained; provided such lease ^all 
be lawfuUy demanded within six months after the expiration of the 
said term of one year, but not afterwards. 

Section 12. When any ran of lands, after being occnpied, shall be 
forfeited, or become vacant withont the previous occupant having 
exercised his right of renewal hereinafter reserved, it shall be com- 
petent for any person desirous of acquiring a lease of snch run of 
lands, to give notice to the Governor or officer for the time being 
administering the Qovemment of the said colony, of bis, her, or 
their desire to purchase anew the lease of snch mn of land, and 
immediately after such notice the Governor or officer administering" 
the Oovemment of the said colony ^11 direct scaled tenders to be 
sent in at such time and place, and in snch form as he shall think 
fit, by the person giving such notice as aforesaid ; and also by snch 
other person (if any) as may he disposed to eoter into competition 
for the said lease ; and every tender so to be made shall state tlie 
term of years for which it is proposed to take the said ran, and 
whether in addition to the minimum rents required agreeably 
to the provisions contained in sections 2 and 3 of the second ohi^pt^ 
of this Order in Council, it is proposed to offer any, and if any, 
what amount of premium for the lease; and the said tender or 
tenders shall be opened in the presence of two or more persons 
anthoiised by the Governor or officer for the time being adminis- 
tering the Qovemment of the sud colony for that purpose, and if 
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there eball be more thui one tender, the tendere shall be opened at 
the same time, and if there shall be only one tender, the lease of 
the run ahail be given to the person making mioh tender, provided 
the rent offered shall be Bdmisaible under the provieiona conbuned 
in sections 2 and 3 of this chapter of the Order in Council; but if 
there shall be more competitors than one, the lease of the run shall 
be given to suoh person of persons as shall tender the highest 
amount of premium for the same; but if two or more tenders shall 
be made for the same mn, and no one of them be higher than all 
the test, a future day dhall be announced by the person who opens 
the tenders, on which day it shall again be competent to all persons 
to offer fresh tenders in the same manner as hereinbefore provided 
in regard Ut the first lenders. 

Section 13. If any individual be desirous to acquire a new run 
of land which has never been occupied before, he shall be at liberty 
to send in a sealed tender, at such time and place, and in such form 
as may be appointed by the Governor or officer administering the 
Government of the said colony, for reoeiving tenders for new raos, 
and shall set forth in his tender a clear description of the run for 
which he applies, and of the boundaries of the same, and shall state 
whether, beyond the amount of rent to be ascertained as herein- 
before provided, he is willing to offer any, and if any, what amount 
of premium for the lease, and snch tenders shall be in all reepeota 
dealt with ae hereinbefore provided in section 12 of this Order in 
Council for tenders for runs, which have been forfeited or fallen 
vacant, save and except that if it shall occur that two or more 
persons have thus applied for different runs, of which part of one 
run would include part or the whole of another run, the Governor 
or officer for the time being administering the Government of the 
said oolouy, or the person or persons authorised hj him to act in 
this behalf, shall declare what shall be the several runs, for which 
it shall be competent to parties to lender, aud another day shall 
then be named, at which the previous applicants, and all other 
penons, shall be at liberty to offer fresh tenders for the runs so 
delivered. 

Section I <■ A lease shall be liable to forfeiture in three modes :— 

First — It shall be forfeited for non-payment of rent, as provided 
in section S of the 2nd chapter of the Order in Council. 

Second — It shall be forfeited absolutely, immediately upon any 
conviction for felony against the lessee; and 

Third— In the event of his oonvicdon by a Justice of the District 
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any offence ogMiist the \kw, tlie cue may be {nqolied into 
within three months after the conTiction, by two or more Justices, 
who if they think fit, may adjndge the lease to be forfeited with or 
withont oompeneation for the valtie of the improTementa, according 
to the nature of the offence : Provided always, that no snch adjudi- 
cation of forfeiture pronounoed by the JostioeB shall take effect 
until conSimed by the Gavemor or officer administering the 
GoTomment of the said colony. 

Seotion 15. Upon the expiration of a lease, it shall be competent 
for the GoYomor or officer administering the Government of th© 
■aid colony, to put np all or any part of the lands included in a mn 
for Bale, subject to the fallowing conditions t — 

First— The previous lessee shall have the option of purchasing 
the land tot its ^r valae in an unimproved state, which shall never 
be estimated at leas than £1 per acre. 

Seoond — If declined by the previous lessee, the value of any 
improvements on the land offered for sale eh^l be ascertained by 
ralners appointed onder the provisions contained in section 3 of the 
second chapter of thie Order iu Council: Provided, nevertheless, 
that the sum so to be estimatod and allowed for, la in no case to 
meeed tike amount of the actual outlay made by the leasee, 

Third — The upset price shall then consist of the joint value of 
the land and the improvements, and if the land be sold, the amount 
of the improvements shall be paid over to the previous lessee, aad 
only the balance be retained by the Government. 

Section 16. If no part of the run be sold, the previous lessee 
shall he entitied to a renewal of the lease of the whole, or if aaj 
part of the run not amounting in all to one equal fourth thereof, be 
■old, such lessee shall be entitled to a renewal of the lease for the 
temaiuing parts of the lands comprised in bis mn, subject to the 
reservation of an increased rent described in the next hereinafter 
following section of these rules and regulaticnsj and provided, 
nevertheless, that the boundaries of the different classes of land in 
the oolony shall not in the meanwhile have been so hr extended 
as to bring the said run within the class of settled lands ; and pro- 
vided also, that if brought within the class of intermediate lands, 
the leasee shall only obtain a renewed lease of the sud run under 
the rules hereinafter laid down as applicable to that ckss of lands. 

Beotion 18. The rent of every lease of a run of land, after the 
expiration of the first lease granted under this Order in Coondl, is 
to be paid by any new lessee on the number of sheep and cattle 
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wbieli the ran shall be esiimated to oarry in its ImpTored, Snatead 
ftf ita nnimproTed Btat«, in the same maonei tM proTided. for in 
section 3 of the second chapter of this Order in Oonncil; bnt u an 
encoura^ment to improre, the lessee whose lease shall be renewed 
is to be exempt from paying any increase beyond fifty per oent 
upon the amoant of rent roserred ander the expiied lease. 

CSAPTBB III. 

RULES Am.ICA.BLB TO afTBRHBDlATE LAUDS. 

Section 1. WiAin lands ooming nnder the description of inter- 
mediate luids, the interests in runs shall be acquired, held, and 
determined npon tbe same terms and conditions ae abore )aid down 
lor unsettled lands, excepting that the leases shall not be made for 
moro than eight years in dnration, and that at the end of each 
enccesuve year from the date of the leasee it shall be competent 
for the Governor or officer for Uie time being administering the 
government of the said colony, provided he shall have given sixty 
days' previoos notiw, to offer for sale all or any part of the lands 
within any such run, enhject to the same conditions in favour 
of the lessee as are above laid down in case of a sale at the expim- 
tion of the full term of a lease of unsettled lands. 



RVLIa APFLIOABLS TO SBTTIBD LAMDB, 

Section 1. Within the boundaries of the settled lands, it shall be 
competent for the Qoveroor or officer for the time being administer- 
ing tbe goTemment of the said colony, to grant leases of lands 
exclusively for pastoral purpoees, for terms not exceeding one year ; 
and it shall further be competent for the Governor or officer for 
tbft time being administering the government of the said colony, 
if he deem it expedient, to make fgeneral rules, ander which the 
holders of pnrchased lands within snoh districts of settled lands 
may be permitted to depasture, free of charge, any adjacent Crown 
lands: Provided that the depastnrage of such unsettled lands free 
ofchuge ■halllnno wayiuteriere with the right of theOovemmeot 
at any time to dispose of the same, either by sale or by lease for 
one year as above mentioned. 
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And the Rig^t Hoaounble &&rl Ore;, one of Her MajeetT's 
Principal Seeretariei of State, shall give the ueoessaiy direction* 
beiein aooordiaglv, 

Wm. L. BATHUBST. 



The grants for Public Works in the Port Phillip, or Aostrali* 
Felix district, in the years 1844, 1845, and 184G, being sams voted 
hj the Legislative Assembly of New South Wales, amounted to 
X3S,S19 5«. Sfd. 



LivB Stock — Port Phillip District. 





Horses. 


Horned 
Cattie. 


Pigs. 


Sheep. 


Bonrke • - 


1,617 


23,907 - 


2,036 - 


102.8 


Grant - - - 


«82 ■ 


7,124 - 


1,100 - 


105,732 


Kormanby - 


Tflfl - 


33,310 - 


434 - 


148,071 


Without the 










Boundaries 


8,335 . 


226,098 - 


2,297 - 


2,642,512 



SOUTB AttBTRALU, 

Detailed Estimates of EzpenditDie of the Colonial Qoremmen of 
South Australia, for the year 1848, in Departments: — 

The GoTemor £1,500 

The Goremor's Establishment - - - 424 q 

Councils ---..., £553 q q 

Colonial Secretary's - - . . . 2^129 

Treasury 835 

Registry 427 

Audit -'- - - - . . . 795 

Customs .--.... 2,695 

Crown lAnds --.... 795 

Bwrtiy 8,398 15 o 

Public Works 1^441 13 q 
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Poat Office - £1,727 J8 

Harboar - - 2,427 

Colonial Storekeepei ----- 200 

Oat-StatJons 1,130 

Police 945 

Metropolitan Police 2,786 13 

Moonted Police 6,819 13 

Town Snrveyor and Asgesaor - . - 382 

Aborigines ------- 1,741 6 

Modioal 887 7 

Lnnatio Asylun 527 



JimiciAL AND Law Establuhmxhts. 

Supreme Coart ------ 1,922 

Insolrent Court 255 

Besident Haj^iatrate's Conrt .. - - 770 

Bench of Magistrates 133 

SlieriTB 1,673 

AdToeate-Q«neral'8 680 

Coroner'B - - 170 

Clergy- 
Colonial Chaplun 350 

Religioas and Edncstional PnrposeB - ~ 2,226 16 
Public Works and ImproTementB — 

Dredging in Harbour and at the Bar 800 
Light-honse at the entrance of the 

. Harbour . - - - 2,300 
Powder Magaiino - - - 362 
RepNira to the Main Lines of Roads 2,000 
Bood towards the North Arm 3,000 

Unforeseen Works and Repun 1,000 

9,462 

HiseeUaneone — 

Maintenance of Destitote Poor - 600 
Interest on Colonial Berenne Secu- 
rities ----- 3,003 
Rest of Courts and Law Offices • 300 

Carried forward 3,903 

VOL. n. 2d 
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Brought fornrard £3,903 
Expenses of Medical Witnesses nndeF 

OrdinanoeofCouneilKa. 17, 1844 50 

Pnichiue of two Fire Eoginee - 500 

Parchase of a set of Types and Presses 

for Qovernment Printing • 600 

Unforeseen ExpeDsee - - SOD 

5,553 



Sill to promote the Building of Chvreha and Plaeet of Wortkip, 
and to provide for the MairOenawx of JfinitUrt of Ji^iffion in 
South Auetralia. 

Whbrbas for the advanoement of the Christian nligion, and the 
promotion of good morals in Soath Anatialia, it is expedient to 
enoonrage the obseiranoe of poblic worship, and for this pnrpoee 
to anthorice the issae from the pnblic rerenue of the said pntTinoe 
of sntns to be applied in aid of the building of churches and plaoee 
of worship, and of tlie nuuntenanoe of ministers of religion : 

Be it therefore enacted, by the Oovemor of Sonth Anstralia^ 
with the advice and consent of the Legislatire Coancil thereof that 
whenever a Bont not less than one hundred and fifty pounds shall 
have been raised by private contribution, and applied towards tfae 
building of a church or plaoe of worship, or a dwelling, where tfae 
same may be deemed neoeesaiy, for the officiating minister thereof 
in any part of the said provinoe, it shall be lawful for the Ooremor, 
with the adrice of the ExecntiTO Council, by warrant under his 
hand, and subject to such regulations for the due appropriation and 
If plication tjiereof, as shall from time to time be made by the sud 
Oovemor, to issne from the Colonial Treaanry, in aid of the ander* 
taking, any sum of money not exceeding the amount of the said 
priTate contribution : Provided always, that nothing in this Ordi- 
nance shall be construed to authorise the issue from the Colonial 
Treasury in aid of any church or place of worship, or minister's 
dwelling, of any som exceeding three hnndred pounds; and that 
no snm shall be so iwued in ud of any private oontribntion, unleoi 
such contribution shall be paid up and expended within three jmm 
tnaa the date of the first isnte from the C^oniai Tieaaiuy, on bdialf 
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«f the 8iud nndertaking: Provided fartW, that notliiiig herein 
oontained shkll prevent, or be oonstmed to prerent, the appropria- 
tion, for Hie pnipoeee aforesaid, of any Bnm exoeeding three hundred 
pounds by die GoTOmor, vith the advice and consent of the Legis- 
lative ConneiL 

II. And be it enacted, that it shall he Uwfnl for the Governor, 
with the advioe of the Exeontive Connoil, by warrant nnder hia 
hand as aforesaid, to anthorize from time to time the issue from the 
Colonial Treasury of stipends towards the support of the ministers 
of religion duly appointed to officiate in any churches or plaoee of 
woiship to be erected in manner aforesaid, or in any chorchea or 
places of worship already erected, and of which Trustees shall be 
i^pointed for the maintenance thereof, as hereinafter mentioned, by 
virtue of this Ordinance, snch stipends being issued at the several 
ratee hereinafter mentioned; that is to say, in case it shall he 
shown to the satisfaction of the Governor and Exeontive Conneil 
that there is resident within a reasonable distance of the proposed 
church or place of worship, a population of one hundred adult 
persons, and snch persons shall subMiibe a declaration setting forth 
their dedre to attend snch church or place of wonjiip, it sWl be 
lawful to issue to the minister thereof, from the Colonial Tieasniy 
in manner aforesaid, one bandied pounds a year ; and in case there 
should appear to the said Governor and Exeontive Couninl to be 
resident as aforesud two hundred adults, who shall subscribe such 
declaration, then one fanndred and fifty pounds a year ; and in case 
there shall appear to the Governor and Executive Connoil to be so 
resident five hundred adults, who shall subscribe snch deolaratjon, 
then two bnndred pounds a year, which shall be the highest stipend 
to be issued from the Colonial Treasury under the provisions of this 
Ordinance towards the support of any one officiating minister of 
religion. 

III. Provided always, and be it enacted, that in case the number 
«f persons by whom, or in whose behalf, such declaration as afore- 
Miid shall be subscribed, shall be less than the number of one hun- 
dred, it shall nevertheless be lawful for the Governor, with the 
advice of the Executive Connoil, to cause to be issued a stipend to 
Uw minister of any snch ohurch or place of worship, ai one hun- 
dred pounds a year, if under the special ciroumstanoes of the case, 
the Governor and Executive Conn«l shall deem it expedienL 

IV. And be it enacted, that whenever it shall be made to appeu 

2d2 
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to the GoTWnoi and Ezeoative Connril that tbe Domber of pettaooB 
of the reti^otu denomination for whom an israe of money sluUI 
have been made from the Colonial Treamiy in aid of die erection of 
& chnreh or place of worship, and miniater'B dwelling as aforesaid, 
in any district of the prorinoe, ehall have increased therein, ibea 
and in sneh case, npon a declaration anbaoribed by so many adult 
penone as wonld antlioriEe, nnder the proTinoiu of thia Ordi- 
nance, the ieane of a larger stipend to the minister officiating 
at snoh chnrob or place of worship, being prewnted to the Ouvemor 
and EzeoatiTO Connoil, it shall and may be lawf nl for the Gorenior, 
with the advice of the Executive Conncil, to direct the iasne of the 
etipend proportioned to anch increased nnmbers, as is by this Ordi- 
nance directed. 

V. And be it enacted, that whenever any snm not less than fifty 
poonda for any one year, shall be raised by private oontribntioa 
towards the maintenance of a minister of religion, in any part of 
the provinoe in which there shall be no chnich or place of worahip^ 
at which persona of die creed of snch minister can be reasonaUy 
expected to attend, and there sh^ also appear reasonable oanse ta 
delaying the erection of a permanent chnnih or place of worship 
for the use of snch persons nnder Uie for^|;oing provisions, it shall 
be lawfnl for the Governor, with the advice of the Bzeeo- 
tive Conaoil, to cause to be iaaned from the Colonial Tieuniy, 
towards the maintenanee of snch miniater, any som not exceeding 
one hundred pounds, which shall be eq^nivalent to the sum raised 1^ 
private contribotion as aforeaud. 

VI. Provided always, and be it enaeted, that once at least in 
evwy year for which the stipend of any minister ahall be iaaned aa 
aforeswd, snoh proof shall be produced to the Governor and Execu- 
tive Council as they sh^ require of the sufficient and n^ular 
performance of the dntiea in reepect of which anch stipend ahall ba 
respectively iased; and if it shall appear to the said Governor in 
Coont^ that the said dnties have boen culpably or wilfully ne^ 
leeted, it ahall be lawful for the said Governor and Council lo 
witlxkaw the aaid atipend for such time aa to them shall seem 
proper. 

VII. And be it enacted, that before anyanm of money shall be 
imted from the Colonial Trsaanry towarda the building of any 
church or place of worship and minister's dwelling, in the mana^ 
aforesaid, trustees, not leas than three nor mwe tiian five in namber. 
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flhsU be nominated by the persons oontribnting towards the building 
and maintenanoe of the same, for the approval of the QoTornor and 
Execntire Counoil; and that the real estate in the site of sadi 
^nrah, place of worship, or minister's dwelling and of any lands 
and hereditaments tLerennto belonging, shall be oonveyed to the 
•aid trustees and their snooeasors, appointed in pnrsnanoe of this 
Ordinance, apoa trost for the erection, maintenance, and repair of 
such ehnroh or plaoe of worship and minister's dwelling, and for 
the prorlsion ont of the revennes belonging to or arising from the 
use of tlie said ehnrcb or place of worship, in enoh maimer as shall 
be lawfiilly appointed, of all things neoesaary for the oelebration of 
dirine worship therein; and to the tnutees shall be issoed, nnder ' 
snch regnlations for the dne ^propriation and apptioalion theieof 
as hereinbeiore mentioned, all snch snms of money as by the provi- 
flione of this Ordbanoe are anthorind to be. issued in aid of the 
erection d any chnreh or place of worship and minister's dwelling. 

VIIL And be it enacted, that snob TrastMS may be appointed 
in manner following, that is to say, whanerer any person or per- 
sons shall at his, her, orUimr own cost and expense erect or proride 
a ohnreh or plaoe of worship, which shall be approved by the 
proper aothority, for the oelebration of pnblic worship, according 
to the usages of the ohnroh or religious persoasion to whioh it 
profbasos to belong, or any minister's dwdling, burial-gronnd, or 
glebe land ; or whenever any nnmber of persons shall l^ snbseiip- 
tion contribute any xmi not less than three hundred pounds for or 
towards erecting or providing a ohnreh or place of worship and 
minister's dwelling or burial-ground or glebe land as aforesaid, it 
shall and may be lawful for &e person or persons so erecting at 
providing the same, at his, her, or their own cost, to nominal* as 
Trustees of snch dinnh or plaoe of worship any number of persons 
not less than three or more than five ; and for ^m subscriber:^ 
towards erecting or providing sueh ohnroh or place of worship and 
minister's dwelling, burial-ground, or glebe land as aforesaid, to 
elect by plurality of votee from among themselves, any number of 
Tmsteea within the limits aforeeud, snbjeot to the approval of the 
Qovemor wd Exeentive Council, under the provisions of this Ordi- 
nance ; and snch election shall take phtee at a meeting of the 
snbseribers, of the time and plaoe of holding whidi fourteen days' 
previous notice shall have beta* duly given; and every person 
having subscribed and paid one pound towards the «»otioa ot any 
2d3 
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HDcli ohnrch or place of worship, Mid being also a member of Bneh 
oimrah or religious penrauion, aliall be entitled to vote at all 
eleotionB of Trostoea for tbe same, tmtil Booh ehoroh or plaoe of 
Vot«)up shall have been completed. 

IX. And be it enacted, that every person so to bo nominated <ur 
elected a Tnulee of any church or place of worship, shall be a 
member of the ohnrch or religions persoasion to which the same 
profeeees to bdong, frequenting its pnblio servioefl, and not known 
to impngn pablietjr my of ite doctrines ; and the names of alt Traa- 
tees so nominated or elected shall, on being approTod as hy thia 
Ordinanoe is required, be, hy direction of the Governor by writing 
under his hand, enrolled in the General Be^atiy Offioe of the 
province. 

X. And be it enacted, that any sooh Tnutees as afoieeaid who 
shall leave the province, and shall be absent therefrom more than 
six months in sncoession, or whose ordinary residence shall be more 
thm twenty roUee distant from the ohnrch or place of vonhip of 
which he is a Tnut«e, or who shall be a oonfirmed Innatic, or 
become disqualified as herunbefore mentioned, shall and may be 
removed &om his offioe by a general meeting of Trustees assembled, 
after fourteen days' previous notioe, given by the remaining Trus- 
tees, or the greater number of them, 

XI. And be it enaoted, tliat whenever and as often as any 
Trustee, nominated or elected as aforesaid nnder tlie provisions 
hereof, shall die or redgn his offioe with the consent of his oo-Tras- 
tees, or shall be removed as afbreeud, Uie surviving or oontinning 
Tnuteee shall forthwith call a meeting of the subscribers, if the 
dinrcb or place of worship shall not have been then completed and 
opened for divine servioe, or of the seat-holders therein, after that 
period, (as the case may reqniie,) for the pnrpoee of eleoting a new 
Trustee in tho plaoe of one so dying, or desiring to redgn, or 
removed as aforesaid ; and the election of such new Trustee shall 
at all times before the completion and opening of such church or 
place of worship be made by the subaoribers thereto, and shall at 
all times after the completion and opening thereof be made by the 
seat-holders, and the same notice shall be given of the time and plaoe 
of the sud meeting ; and the same prooeedings shall be observed 
in all other respects as to the eleetion of such Trustee as upon tha 
original nomination or election of Trustees ; provided however, 
that no Trustee shall be permitted to remgn his office until he shall 
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ia\j have sccounted, to the eatiafaotion of hia co-Trostees, for ail 
mmB of monej at saj time reoeived by hint in Iiis said trust. 

Xn. And be it enaoted, that if the snrriring or oontiniiiDg 
tnisteee of any snob ohoroh or place of worship, shall not vithia 
one month after the death, reeignatjou, or removal of any trustee, 
give pnblio notice of a meeting of enhsoribers, or seat-holders, as 
the cose may be, for the election of a new tmstee, it shall and may 
be lawful for any six of the eabsoribers, or seat-holderfi, upon 
giving fourteen dajrs* pnblio notice, to assemble a meeting as the 
case may be, of the enhsoribers, or seat-holden, being members as 
aforesaid, and to prooeed to tJie election of a new trustee. 

XIII. And be it enacted, that the new truBt«e to be nominated 
as aforesaid, pursuant to this Ordiuiioe, shall become jointly with 
the continuing or sorviTing trustees or trustee, a trustee of the site 
of the chnroh or place of worship, or of the minister's dwelling, 
hurial-gronnd, or glebe land, in respect whereof he shall he so 
nominated; and, npon snob nomination being approved by the 
Governor and Executive Connoil, and being by direction of the 
Ch>vemor, by writing under his hand, enrolled in the General 
Registry Office, ponoant to this Ordinance, the legal estate shall 
by (broe of this Ordinance, and without any conveyance, become 
Tested in possession in the new trustee, jointly with tbe continuing 
or surviving trustees or trustee, apou the same trusts as in the 
original oonveyance. 

XIV. And be it enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for 
snch trustees so nominated, elected, or appointed in respect of any 
ohorch or plaoe of worship as aforesaid, or for the major part of 
them, and they are hereby authorized and required to set apart 
one-fourth part of the whole number of sittings contained in tlie 
same, to be appropriated free of any charge whatsoever to the nse 
and accommodation of persons choosing to occupy the same during 
the time of the celebration of public worship, or of any rite or 
otdiuance pertaining thereto ; and also one pew containing not 
more than six sittings, nor less than four, for the use and occupa- 
tion, free from all ohaigee, of the &niily or household of the minister 
officiating in such church or place of worship; and it shall and 
may be lawful for such trustees, or the major part of them, and 
they are hereby anthorised and required to assess and fix equitably 
the annual rent or rate for each pew or sitting in every such church 
or place of worship, with the exception of such pews and sittings 
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as ue hereinbefore declared to be free from oharge, and to make 
agreementB and oontraots with any persons desirons to hire or 
engage the same according to such aeeesaed rent or rate : Provided, 
(hat nothing herein eontwned shall pTevent any person having 
erected or provided a ohnroh or place of worship, or bnriid-gTOand, 
in manner hereinbefore mentioned at his, her, or their own cost 
and expense, &om retaining for Ae use of himself or herself, and 
his or ber hein, one pew in snek chnrob or place of worship tno 
from rent, or from reserving any enffioient portion of snoh gronnd 
at his or her disposal as a place of burial for ever. 

Xy. And be it enacted, that in eetimating the majority of 
seat-holders at any snch meeting as aforesaid, and in taking the 
rotes of seat-holders at snch meetings (which votes may be given 
in person, or causing to be presented to Hxe chairman, a voting 
paper signed by each seat-holder) every individual shall be entitled 
to one vote in respect of each seat or sitting hotden by him : Pro- 
vided that no person shall in any Case have more than five votes : 
Provided also, that no person shall at any meeting be entitled to 
vote in respect of any seat or sitting, the rent of which shall be 
then dne and unpaid. 

XVI. And be it enacted, that it shall and may be lawful for 
the minister dnly appointed to offioiato in any ehnieh or place of 
worship under this Ordinanoe, to have free access and admisaioa to 
and in snch church or place of worship, and the hnrial-gronDd 
belonging thereto, and every part thereof respectively, at all timee 
as he shall think fit, and freely to exwcise bis spiritual functions 
therein respectively, irithont any hinderance or distnrbanoe of the 
trnstees of the same, or any person whatever ; and snch ofBciatin^ 
minister shall and may, daring snch times as aforesaid, freely xms, 
have, possess, and enjoy, the minister's dwelling-honse, gardra, 
appnrtenances, and glebe, belon^ng to each drandi or jdaoe of 
worship, and receive, have, and take, the rents, profits, and iesaes, 
and every part thereof respectively : Provided aimye, that no such 
liberty of access and admission to snch honse of residence as afore- 
sud, nor occapaticn of the same for any length of time whatever, 
shall be constraed to confer any right of property in the same upon 
the minister or other parties, by whom snob honse and the appnr- 
tenanoes may have been so ooonpied. 

X VII. And be it enacted, that it shall be lawful for any trus- 
tees appointed in nuumer mentioned in this Ordinuiee, to Moopi or 
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take from persons willing to ^ve the same, any lands or keredi- 
taments, adapted for the nte of a cknioli or place of worship, or of 
a nunieter's dwelling, with a garden and other appnrtenonoes tfaere- 
nnto, or any lands or heredittunmts adapted for the pnrposes of a 
bori&l-gronnd. 

XVIII. And be it enacted, that ereiy charch, plaoe of woiship, 
and minister's dwelling, in the building of which any pablic monies 
shall hare been expended, whether by contribution nnder this Ordi- 
nanoe or otherwise, shall with their respectiTe appnrtenanoee, be 
and eonUnae to be, ibr ever dedicated to the purposes, and holden 
solely for the uses anthoriied by this Ordinuice. 

XIX. Provided always and be it enacted, that notwitlutanding 
anything oontuned in this Ordinance, it shall be lawful for any 
person or persons erecting or providing a chnrob or chapel of the 
United Church of England and Ireland, at his, her, or their own 
expense, or for the snbsoribers jointly contributing any sum not 
less than ■■ pounds towards erecting any such church or 
chapel, or minister's dwelling, to nominate the Bishop of Soutli 
Australia for the time being, and his sncoeseors, to be the sole 
trustee and snocessive trustees of such dtnrch, or chapel, and minis- 
ter's dwelling, with any burial-ground or glebe land which may be 
thereunto ree^>eotively annexed ; and upon such nomination being 
declared to the Qovemor and Executive Council, and being, by the 
direction of the Govefsor, by writing nnder his hand, enrolled tn 
the General Registry Office of the Province, in pursuant of tliis 
Ordinanee, the site (^ suck church, chtqwl, and minister's dwelling, 
and such burial-groond and glebe land, respectively, shall by force 
of this Ordinaneey and without any other conveyance, vest in 
possession in Ute sud Bishop and his successors upon the trusts 
herein mentioned; and suck sum or sums of money skall be issued 
to him from the Colonial Treasury, towards the building of any 
church, chq>el, or minister's dwelling, of the sud United Chureh, 
as it may be lawful to issue to trustees, under the provisions of this 
ordinanoe : Provided that whenever tke said Bishop shall be sole 
trustee, the power of setting apart and assessing the rents of pews, 
and of making agieementa for letting the same, hereinbefore ^ven 
to such trustees, shall be vested in and exercised by the church- 
wardens for the time being ; and that one at least of such chnrch- 
vrardens shall be elected by snoh contributors or seat-hdders as 
aforesaid in such manner as shall be approved aooording to the 
laws of the church. 
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XX. Provided aimya and b« it enaotod, that notking herein 
eonUined roepMting the mode of appointment of tnuteee, or the 
deolantion of any oses aforeaaid reapectiTely, shaJl afiect any 
ezieting tnut or right whatever; and that if any suoh mode of 
election of trnstees, or declaration of nses as aforeaaid, shall ba 
inconsistent with the oDstoms or usages of any religions denomin^ 
tion, such ODstonu and aaagm alone shall be followed, and bo 
other. 

: XXI. Provided also and be it enaoted, that in oaseB in which 
any other appointments shall be made, or in whii^ any fnrUier ot 
other tnats shall be declared, than snoh as are hereinbefore author- 
iced, a model deed of each religions denomination, setting forth tbe 
mode of appointing tmstees or other offioers for managing the 
temporalitiee, the provision for creating a snoceesion of such tnu- 
tees or officers (where otherwise than by this Ordinance is provided), 
and for defining the manner in which the trusts are to be fulfilled, 
shall be enrolled in the General Re^stiy Office: and from and 
after such enrollment, eveiy such model deed shall hare the same 
force and efieot as if the partioolar olaosee and provisions thereof 
had been herein particularly inserted : and the fee simple in tlie 
trust estate shall vest in possession in the trustees or officers and 
their successors in pursnanoe thereof, and subject to the trusts Uiete- 
in set forth, by force of this ordinanoe, without any other convey- 
anoe: Provided always, that every such model deed shall have 
been proved to the satisfiMtion of the Ooveinor and Exooutire 
Council to be a deed recognised and established by, or in aoeordanee 
with, tbe usages of the religions denomination to which it probssee 
to belong, and shall have been thereafter directed by the Governor 
by writing under his baud so to be enrolled, pursuant to tliii 
Ordinance. 

XXII. And be it enacted, that no salaiy shall in any oaae b* 
issued, under the authority of this Ordinance to any minister whose . 
^pointment shall not have been proved to the satisfaotion of tlie 
Governor uid Executive Couneil to have been made in aeooidaaee 
with the laws and principles of the religious denomination to whidi 
snoh minister belongs, and that no salary shall be continued in 
any case to any minister after it shall have been oertified to the 
Governor, by the proper anthority of the church or persuasion to 
which such minister belongs, that he has been tried and foond 
guilty by competent anthority, aooording to the laws and nsages of 
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the same, of nich miecondnct or culpable neglect of daty (epeoifyiag 
in particnlAT the instanoea of anch neglect or misoondnot) as ac- 
cording to the same laws or neages renders the disoontinnance of 
snoh salary proper; nor shall any minister eondnne to ree^re any 
SQch salary vho shall not (if required) produce to the Oovemor 
aoffioient proof of hie having duly officiated during the period for 
which such salary ia applied for. 
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